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News From Magnolia Grange 
Donetta Bantle 
Summer at Magnolia Grange saw 204 visitors who came for tours.  
Among them were family descendents of William and Lucy Winfrey, 
who built Magnolia Grange in 1822 and Stephen and Elizabeth DuVal 
who was the 4th owner of the house.  Our volunteers donated a total 
of 299 hours for tours and to help at special events. We had three 
events at the house.  On June 20th, Jack Bantle as Joshua Lawrence 
Chamberlain gave a program to 18 people.  Donetta Bantle as Mary 
Randolph gave a program to 11 people.  Our most successful program 
was on August 29 when 51 people came to see Jack Bantle as Thomas 
Jefferson.  We used every available chair (that could be sat on) in the 
house to seat people and we still had people standing.  Our upcoming 
events should be of interest to many people.  On November 7, Patrick 
Adams (husband of one of our volunteers) will introduce his new chil-
dren's book with a reading and signing.  December 5 we will have our 
Open House from 10 am to 4 pm.  Santa will visit and people will enjoy 
free tours of the house.  Our theme will again be Downton Abbey.  The 
house will be decorated for Christmas by the Woodland Pond Garden 
Club and Chester Garden Club.  Come and enjoy the beautiful decora-
tions and refreshments.  We will have two teas in December.  One on 
the 9th and one on the 16th.  These are filling up quickly, so call Tama-
ra Evans at 804-796-1479 to reserve your seat.  Our biggest an-
nouncement is the Re-Opening of our Gift Shop.  It has been open in 
September for limited hours, but on October 1 - 17 we will be open 
Monday - Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm.  Also between October 1 and 
17 every item in the shop will be 20% off.  Chesterfield Historical Soci-
ety members will get an additional 10% off during this time.  Come 
shop for local Chesterfield products that include honey, goat's milk 
soap and lotions especially made for Magnolia Grange.  We have pop-
ular teas that are used at Magnolia Grange for events.  We have Ches-
terfield themed baskets to use as gifts.  We can also make up baskets 
from our wide range of items in the shop, such as mugs, wine glasses, 
dish towels, tea cups, prints, books about Chesterfield County, cook 
books, children's toys from the 1700's and 1800's, jewelry and many 
more.  If you are interested in volunteering at Magnolia Grange either 
giving tours or just working in the Gift Shop a couple of hours a week, 
call either Donetta Bantle or Betty Waltman at 804-796-1479 and they 
will get you started. If you have not visited Magnolia Grange, stop by 
and let us give you a tour of a piece of Chesterfield County history.  

 

 
Fall Quarterly Members Meeting  
Henricus Church & Meeting Hall 
Sunday, October 25, 2 pm 
 
Please join us on Sunday, October 25

th
, at 2 pm for our Fall 

Membership Meeting which will be held at the newly com-
pleted Church & Meeting Hall in Henricus Historical Park.  
Built according to 17

th
 century historical records researched 

in England, this re-created 1611 colonial Church & Meeting 
Hall served as a place where early settlers worshipped, civic 

meetings were held, information was disseminated, military 
business was conducted and justice was meted out. Con-
struction on the 60-foot by 20-foot structure was complet-
ed late last year; the official dedication took place on Sep-
tember 16

th
 this year. Henricus uses the building for educa-

tional programming and assemblies for schoolchildren as 
well as cultural events such as lectures, concerts and theat-
rical performances.  Our guest speakers will be Terry Marr 
and Randall Benton, long-time historical interpreters at 
Henricus Historical Park. Following a brief business meeting 
and the presentation by our guest speakers, refreshments 
will be served.  Please mark your calendars and join us! 

SAVE THE DATE!  January 24, 2016 – Annual 
Member Lunch Meeting at Dellwood Plantation, next to 
Matoaca High School. Information/Reservations: (804)796-
7131. 
  

The Messenger 
OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

MISSION :  TO COLLECT, PRESERVE, INTERPRET AND PROMOTE THE COUNTY’S PAST  
FOR THE EDUCATION AND ENJOYMENT OF PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Coalboro Match Factory  3-4 
Dr. Lester Brown   4 
Museum Doll Exhibit  4  
African American Oral Histories 5 
Library Donations  6 
Goldie Taylor   6  
Women of Chesterfield County 7 
Gift Shop  7 
Events  8 



 The Messenger #115 October 2015                       2 

 

    

 
 

  

Chesterfield Historical Society of 
Virginia 

Historic Trinity Church 
10111 Iron Bridge Road, P.O. Box 40, 

Chesterfield, VA  23832 
www.chesterfieldhistory.com 

admin@chesterfieldhistory.com

 
Officers 
President – Joan Jackson 
1st Vice-President - Karen Scherzer 
Recording Secretary – Steven Haasch     
Treasurer — Bernard Anderson 
Directors 
Mike Seckman, George Fickett, 
Janet Steinberg,  Crystal Monroe,  Claude 
Baker,  Doug Blake,  Rusty Lescault 
Past President – Tra Wagenknecht 
Committee Chairs 
Cemetery – Rachel Lipowicz 804-739-7225 
Finance –  Bernard Anderson 
Library – Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
Membership –– Diane Dallmeyer 
Military History – Scott Williams 
Genealogy – Angie Wilderman  
Governance –  George Fickett 
Events - Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
Collections- George Cranford 
African-American – Rev. Herbert Townes 
Archaeology – Bryan Truzzie 

Museum – Gloria Thysell 

Trinity Office & Library  
Diane Dallmeyer — Administrator  
Hours: 10-4 Mon-Fri  
(804)796-7121  
Magnolia Grange  
Tamara Evans — Curator  
Hours: 10-4 Tue-Fri & 10-2 Sat  
(804)796-1479  
The Museum  
Pat Roble - Curator  
Hours: 10-4 Tue-Fri & 10-2 Sat  
(804)768-7311  
Historic Sites Specialist:  
Bryan Truzzie  
(804)751-4946  
Messenger Editor 
Peter Lipowicz 

Letter from the President 
 
News from CHSV President 
 
News includes the completion of the window project at Magnolia Grange 
and the elimination of the basement water problem at the museum. 
 
Trinity was busy with summer camps under the instruction of Brian 
Truzzie. Also, visitation continues to increase at Trinity with research visi-
tors. Some books are now available for sale at Trinity. Please inquire or 
stop by if you are interested.  
 
A hearty welcome to the return of Tamara Evans and many thanks to the 
volunteers at Magnolia Grange who worked non -stop to keep the house 
open during Tamara’s absence. The Gift shop is open once again and we 
hope to liquidate most or all of the current merchandise.  A price-
reduction sale is due from October 1-17. Stop by for great bargains. During 
the Gift Shop sale, the hours have been extended. See the flyer and E-news 
for hours. 
 
A Grant proposal is in the process of being written for us for computers 
and other technology related projects. We are also trying to plan one or 
more fund -raisers. If you would like to help, let us know. 
 
We were fortunate to receive a donation from Exxon (because of the vol-
unteer efforts of Ken Shiflett) for $1500 and a donation from the estate of 
Mrs. Evelyn Gray, a former CHSV member and patron, for $7082. 
 
Please don’t forget the Fall Quarterly meeting on Sunday October 25th at 
Henricus. See you there! 
 
 
Joan 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the editor: Submit your story by email to Lipowicz1@verizon.net.  Send it by 
December 20 to get it into the January issue. 

CHSV welcomes new members Kimberly Ellington, Mr. & Mrs. Brad 
Lawler, Ilene Penland, Renee Pyles, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Robertson, 
Amy Campbell, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Austin, Alfred Covington, Lee Liv-
ingston and Christopher Semtner, all of whom joined CHSV in the 
last quarter. 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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The Coalboro Match Factory & The Friction Match 
Ken Shiflett 
 
Thanks to the friction match, Clint Eastwood became an icon for 
“lighting up” on face stubble.  The match served its purpose; but 
it was deadly, and it was made right here in Chesterfield County.  
Nestled in the woods near Beach Road and Harpers Mill in 
Winterpock are the ruins of the Coalboro Match Factory.  Named 
after the nearby abandoned Coalboro Depot, the factory was in 
operation from 1903 to 1910.  Its short history might explain 
why, until recently, very few people knew the factory existed; 
and even fewer knew what was made there. The product was the 
phosphorous-tipped friction match – also known as the strike 
anywhere, parlor, criminal and Lucifer match. Most people car-
ried their matches in vesta match safes to prevent accidental 
ignition caused by match heads rubbing against each other.  To 
produce a flame before their invention, hot coals were carried in 
tinder boxes.  Before that, flint and stone were carried.  
Why Winterpock? 
At the time, this section of Winterpock had no electricity, water 
lines, or telephones.  There were, however, other resources that 
were vital to the friction match industry: natural coke, timber, 
and railroad. The Coalboro Match Factory was a by-product of 
F.C. Dininny, Jr.’s coal mining and timber operations.  Dininny, a 
New Yorker, began buying all the mineral and timber rights in 
Winterpock in 1893.  Later he acquired the lands that are now 
Swift Creek Reservoir and portions of Midlothian.  After mining 
for 10 years, the business was chartered as the Chesterfield Coal 
Company with 9,000 acres, one narrow gauge locomotive, 20 
coal cars, one flat bed, one caboose, and 60 coal carts. In addi-
tion, he owned 20 standard gauge cars housed at Chester.  In 
1900, Dininny built the American Match Machine Company in 
New Jersey.  These high-tech machines produced over 10 million 
matches daily for the U.S. market in which 4.5 billion cigars and 
cigarettes were produced annually. At least ¾ of the matches 

were sold to tobacco warehouses and factories, most of which 
were located in the South (including Richmond and Petersburg) 
where labor was cheap. Matches were free with a pack of ciga-
rettes; hotels and restaurants gave them to their guests. 
Natural Coke: While drilling in Winterpock with the diamond drill 
bit, Dininny found a large reserve of natural coke – a necessary 
ingredient of white phosphorous.   Timber:  Timber was plentiful 
in Winterpock, and Dininny’s company owned thousands of acres 
of tall pines – choice wood for sticks.  Railroad:  Dininny built the 
Coalboro Match Factory 80 feet from the Farmville and Powha-
tan Rail Road – convenient for transporting the finished product.  
The Factory 
Although the factory is in ruins, we have a good idea about the 
factory layout, building design and operations thanks to recent 
geological and archaeological research, government and insur-
ance industry regulations, deeds, Mr. Dininny’s letters, and 
newspaper articles. The ruins reveal pyramidal support pillars 
over 3’ tall and buried 2’ deep for the vaulted ceiling, massive 

concrete and brick supports shaped like bunkers that housed 
machinery weighing over 7 tons, and ground level concrete slabs 
that were hidden for decades under a foot of soil.  Over 2 stories 
high, the factory had 2 rows of continuous windows, some of 
which were left open year round.  A generator supplied electrici-
ty, and exhaust fans helped disburse poisonous fumes.  Regula-
tions required a gravity sprinkler system configured with a 5,000 
gallon steel framed water tank suspended 11’ above sprinkler 
heads.   
The Workers 
A nearby 2 story, 20 room apartment housed “white” workers; 
1,000 feet east, a one level building housed 15 “negro” workers.  
Based on a letter that was sent to the general manager of 
Winterpock coal miners and Coalboro match makers, there were 
35 factory employees.  Pay was less than a dollar a day for a 60 
hour week.  The 1910 Census shows that the employee buildings 
were vacant except for a night watchman.     
Occupational Diseases 
The dyed color head of a friction match was covered with white 
phosphorus.  To produce this substance, phosphate rock, basical-
ly fertilizer, was reduced to a powder and mixed with sand and 
carbon, aka coke.  The mixture was heated in a closed retort to 
over 400 degrees and the fumes condensed under water into a 
waxy paste.  The paste remained submerged until it was ready 
for use; otherwise, sunlight would cause it to ignite.  Mixing, dip-
ping, and drying of match sticks exposed 2/3 of the workers to 
poisonous fumes which caused horrific maladies including ane-
mia, necrosis of the jaw, and brain damage.  In darkness, affected 

workers’ bones glowed greenish white. Physicians and dentists 
avoided treating the workers; those who did often misdiagnosed 
the little-understood condition.  Debilitating disfigurement and 
pain drove many workers to suicide.  The estimated death rate 
among the affected workers was 12% - 20%.  However, the rate 
was probably higher considering that: factory owners concealed 
the records of the large influx of immigrants at the time; and 
some workers, after a short time, moved on leaving no records of 
their conditions. 
Criminal Matches 
The factory was built at a time when nations overseas were ban-
ning the friction match and producing safety matches.  Acci-
dental ignition was a regular occurrence, and the insurance in-
dustry considered friction matches as criminal matches.  Parti-
cles from match heads that landed unnoticed on carpets, beds, 
curtains or clothing caused devastating loss of life and property.  
On the average, there were 1,000 deaths and 5,600 injuries an-
nually. In 1910, matches were responsible for $36 million in 
damages.  An Ohioan fire marshal stated: “Match fires constitute 
a continuous performance.”   Even worse, 800-900 small children 
died agonizing deaths annually when they mistook match heads 
for candy and sucked them.  
A Match in a Waste Can 
By 1907, the US population of 87 million consumed half of the 
700 billion friction matches produced world-wide – 8 matches 



 The Messenger #115 October 2015                       4 

 

daily for every man, woman and child.  Protestors were speaking 
out:   

The parlor match has become responsible for a greater loss of 
property than any other single invention of man. Whole cities 
have perished, an army of people have died. Striking one is 
akin to a violent explosion, sparks flying in all direction. The 
user after blowing it out and thinking it has been extinguished 
and because the stick is untreated, it still a live coal and then 
disregarded it into combustible materials. 

In March 1911 at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company in New York 
City, 141 women perished in flames in a locked building. This was 
the coup de grace for the friction match industry.  There were 
enormous outcries to ban the match that had caused so much 
suffering.  Adding fuel to the flames, in August 1912, again in 
New York City, six people died when the Equitable Life Building 
was destroyed by fire.  The fire resulted in $6 million in damages, 
and “it brought the financial operations of New York and Wall 
Street and practically the whole country to a standstill for several 
days.”  Both fires were traced to a match in a waste can. Years of 
heated debate and cries that we were the last civilized nation 
making phosphorous tip matches finally got the attention of 
Congress.  Two days after the Equitable Life fire, a bill was rein-
troduced in Congress that would eventually end the friction 
match industry. Congress imposed a prohibitive tax of 2 cents on 
each 1 cent box of 100 sticks effective July 1, 1913.  Additionally, 
all friction match inventory had to be sold by July 1, 1915.  The 
law forced manufacturers to switch their machinery over to a 
safer product. 
Coalboro Match Factory’s Future 
Mark Sowers, owner and developer of Harper’s Mill, plans to 
construct a fence around the site and build homes around it.  The 
site will be preserved for future study and exploration which will 
enhance our appreciation of Chesterfield County’s rich history. 
 
 
Dr. Lester W. Brown, Jr. (1947 – 2002) 
 
The African American History Com-
mittee has undertaken an initiative 
to recognize Dr. Lester W. Brown, Jr. 
The late Dr. Brown was a practicing 
physician who grew up in Midlothi-
an, attended the segregated Midlo-
thian Elementary and Carver High 
Schools. According to Bernard An-
derson, classmate of Dr. Brown, be-
ginning at an early age Lester always 
made known his desire to be a doc-
tor someday.   As did many youth of 
Dr. Brown’s generation, Dr. Brown 
worked for Watkins Nurseries during 
the summer on the grounds of what 
is now Westchester Commons and 
the Bon Secours St. Francis Watkins 
Centre located at the intersection of Watkins Centre Parkway 
and Midlothian Turnpike (directly across from Westchester 
Commons) in western Chesterfield.  Dr. Brown was among the 
first African Americans to integrate Midlothian High School, 
graduating in 1965 and went on to attend Virginia State College. 
While at Virginia State, Dr. Brown was drafted into the U.S. Army. 
While serving in Viet Nam as a medical aidman Dr. Brown was 
cited for heroism and received the Distinguished Service Cross 
(DSC), the nation’s second highest award for valor. The DSC cita-
tion reads,   
 
“The Distinguished Service Cross is presented to Lester W. Brown, 
Specialist Fifth Class, U.S. Army, for extraordinary heroism in con-
nection with military operations involving conflict with an armed 
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry, 
2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. Specialist Four Brown distin-

guished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 27 August 
1968 while serving as a medical aidman with an infantry unit. He 
was a member of an ambush patrol operating five hundred me-
ters beyond the main unit's defensive perimeter. The enemy 
launched an intense mortar and rocket attack on the small ele-
ment, and followed it with a ground assault. Nineteen members 
of the thirty-man team became casualties. Specialist Brown 
moved through the heavy enemy fire and administered first aid to 
his wounded comrades until he had expended his medical sup-
plies. He then crawled through a hail of bullets to the base camp 
where he gathered a desperately needed re-supply of medical 
materials and organized a rescue team. Leading two armored 
personnel carriers to the stricken patrol's location, he placed the 
wounded on the vehicles and returned with them to the unit's 
position. He was directly responsible for saving the lives of four-
teen men. Specialist Four Brown's extraordinary heroism and de-
votion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and 
the United States Army”. 
 
General Orders: HQ US Army, Vietnam, General Orders No. 5340 
(November 17, 1968)  Worth noting is the fact that Dr. Brown is 
the only Viet Nam war DSC recipient from Chesterfield County. 
After returning to civilian life, he received an undergraduate de-
gree at Virginia Commonwealth University and an M. D. from the 
University of Virginia Medical School.  After completion of his 
degrees, Dr. Brown along with his wife, Maria, continued the 
work of serving the community with the opening of his practice 
in Powhatan County in the early 80's and thrivinged therein 
Powhatan county with their son, Lester III.  To memorialize Dr. 
Brown and his contributions to life Bon Secours has agreed to 
plant a tree and place a memorial plaque on the grounds of the 
Bon Secours St. Francis Watkins Centre. A commemorative cere-
mony will take place at that site on November 10

th
 , 2015 at 11 

am.  
 
 
Successful Handmade Doll Event at the Museum 
Pat Roble 

About 50 visitors “stepped back” to a simpler time when children 
made their own toys from materials found around the home and 
garden, during an 
Old Fashioned Doll 
Day at the Chester-
field County Muse-
um on August 15th. 
Children had the 
opportunity to play 
with paper dolls, 
and all enjoyed an 
exhibit of hand-
made dolls created 
by Hazel Cole. The 
display included 
dolls made of corn-
husks, corncobs, 
hickory nuts, handkerchiefs, pine tags, clothespins, rags, string, 
and wooden spools. Thank you, Hazel, for sharing them with us!   
Many thanks also to volunteers Jessica Diaz, Brenda Green, De-
lores Martin and Gloria Thysell for their capable assistance in 
helping the children make their own yarn dolls to take home. The 
families enjoyed the hands-on activity, and everyone went home 
with a unique doll!  We also appreciate the donations of yarn 
from Pat Barron, Diane Dallmeyer, Shirley Hudson and Jan Stein-
berg. This program was one of our special monthly Saturday 
events that we have at the County Museum and also at Magnolia 
Grange.  We hope to see you soon at an upcoming event! 
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An Opportunity to Recapture the Oral  
Histories of Our African-American Elders 
Audrey M. Ross 
 
These biographies are part of the project entitled FourScore and 
More: Capturing Memories of aged 80 and Older African-
Americans in Chesterfield County and their Struggles and Suc-
cesses Experienced  and were prepared by the  African-American 
History Committee. 
 
Welford Pollard, Jr.      Born May 7, 1929 
Welford was the second child of 7 born to Welford Pollard, Sr. 
and Harriette Brown Pollard in Winterpock, Chesterfield, VA.  He 
had 2 brothers and 4 sisters.  His father worked at a saw mill and 
his mother was a homemaker.  His maternal grandparents were 
Robert and Martha Brown.  Welford grew up in a two-story farm 
house with 4 rooms. The kitchen was separate from the house. 
Welford recalled that family time was great on the weekends. 
Everybody came together. 
There were no strangers. He 
walked to Winterpock Ele-
mentary, a two-room 
schoolhouse.  His teachers 
were Gertrude Finn and 
Indiana Rudd.  The classes 
he took were reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic.  Welford 
attended Hickory Hill High 
through the 8th grade. 
There, he took math, English 
and health. He did   not have 
much time to study because 
he had a lot of chores to do 
at home. These included 
cutting down trees for fire-
wood, drawing water from 
the well, and feeding the 
hogs and chickens. He had 
to borrow a mule from Vernon Vest to plow and work the gar-
den. Welford recalled that Mr. R.F. Jones, the farm agent, came 
around on Saturday morning during the Garden Tour to inspect 
the garden.  He instructed Welford to cut saplings to pole the 
butter beans.  Welford entered his pig as part of his 4-H project 
and also wrote a poem for display at the County Fair.  Welford is 
a lifelong member of Tabernacle Baptist Church. He is a Diaco-
nate, an usher, and sings with the Male Chorus. He is a Korean 
War veteran of the U.S. Army with 6 years in the Army Reserves. 
Welford worked at David M. Lea for 24 years and Clover Hill High 
for 23 years until he retired in 2005.  On August 7, 1959 Welford 
married Florine Brown. They have 4 children: Toney, Sterling, 
Carlton, and Deborah (Bragg). They have 5 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren. The thing that has had the most impact on 
Welford’s life is his family.  Welford wants people to know that 
“When I found God that changed my life and I wouldn’t change 
that for anything.” 
 
Zadie Lee Friend Mosely                     Born June 22, 1926 
Zadie and 7 siblings were born to the late Willie Cleola and James 
Alvin Friend--affectionately known as Big Mama and Papa.  They 
were reared in Chester and had a strong affiliation with     Zion 
Chester A.M.E. Church. The children attended Sunday school and 
sang in the choir whether one could sing or not.  It was a family 
understanding as soon as one was old enough to watch the 
younger children in the family, one was old enough for chores. 
Working in the vegetable garden and harvesting were on the top 
of the chore list. Those tasks varied according to age. For exam-
ple, picking and shelling beans, the younger ones could handle; 
however, the canning and washing of the mason jars were as-
signed to the older children.   For fun time, the children created 
their own fun by “playing school and playing church.”  Often, 
they played a game of “Jacks.” When jacks were not available, 

they would use pebbles! The neighborhood was like one big 
family. Zadie attended Piney 
Branch Elementary and was the 
first of the eight children able to 
attend a High School. “Colored” 
schools were not available in the 
area beyond 7

th
 grade. Hickory 

Hill was on the North end and D. 
Webster Davis was on the cam-
pus of Virginia State College.  
Zadie attended D. Webster Davis 
High School.  Without County 
buses for “colored” students, 
those parents who could not 
afford transportation, their chil-
dren did not attend school. 
Carver High School opened in 
1947. While Carver was under 
construction, Zadie met one of 
the employees working on the site, who later became her hus-
band. Zadie and James Mosely are the parents of 5 children.  
Zadie worked at Carver High School and retired at the age of 65.  
Her church affiliations at Zion Chester A.M.E. Zion Church include 
the Missionary, Sanctuary Choir, and Diaconate Ministry.     
 
Rev. Clarence L. Turner    Born April 27, 1922 
Rev. Turner is the third child of seven children born in Chester-
field, Va. to the late Lee Bee and Ethel Turner.  His paternal 
grandparents were Lafayette and Emma Turner. On March 15, 
1947 in Richmond, he married the former Alice Brown.  They 
have three children and are also grandparents.  Rev. Turner has 
supported children in Africa for over 10 years.  He remembers his 
father having to walk 3 miles each way to work on a farm; he 
earned $7.50 a week. The family home did not have electric 
lights, bathroom, phone and of course no TV.  He emphasized 
that the family was never hungry.  They ate what was raised and 
bought the usual staples, such as flour and sugar from the store.  
Childhood fun included playing baseball.  Baseballs were hand-
made: balls were made 
of rags shaped into a 
ball and covered with 
stockings!  At the age 
of 12, he joined Brown 
Grove Baptist Church.  
Without Chesterfield 
County transportation 
for “colored” students, 
Rev Turner walked 
about 5 miles to Taylor 
Elementary; he also 
walked to Good Hope 
School.  He recalled 
vividly walking on rainy 
days when the school 
buses transporting the 
“white” students passed by showering him with rain water. The 
schools were small in structure: one room school petitioned to 
serve as 2 rooms.  To help support the family, he quit school.  
During the early 1940s, Rev. Turner worked as a truck driver 
earning $20.00 a week.  In 1943, he was drafted into the army 
serving three years. He returned to school at night.  He was em-
ployed by the U.S. government for 32 years, 5 months, and 5 
days.  In 2010, after 52 years barbering, he retired at the age of 
88! Rev. Turner was ordained to preach the gospel and served as 
Pastor of  Manassa Hill Baptist Church for 27 years.  His commu-
nity affiliations are many.  In 1952, he and his father built his 
home within 9 months—“I worked at night and built during the 
day.” He and his wife reside there today surrounded by a beauti-
ful landscape of flowers—and the landscaper is none other than 
Rev. Turner. 
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Library Donations & Acquisitions 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
 
Books and manuscripts, old photos, yearbooks, magazine and news-
paper articles, maps and research notes on Chesterfield families, 
places and events as well as other printed and digitized items about 
our county are always welcome additions to our reference library in 
historic Trinity Church.  Please keep us in mind when you empty 
those old boxes in your attic or basement!  Thank you.  The follow-
ing items have recently been added to our  Library Collection: 
 
Genealogy 
Correspondence of S. Ayer MANN of Chesterfield, VA, (1897-
1902), original letters and their transcripts, donated by Mary 
Cowan Sollog and Marsha Hall. 
Henry RANDOLPH I (1623-1773) of Henrico County, Virginia, and 
his Descendants, by Wassell Randolph, printed from online elec-
tronic version. 
The WRAY Family of Brunswick County, Virginia, by Mary Arline 
Wray McGuire, donated by Beatrice Parrish. 
GATES Families of the Colonial Virginia Counties of Henrico and 
Chesterfield, by Janet Morgan Ross, anonymous donor. 
Chesterfield County Tithables 1747-1777, Insolvents 1814 and 
1821, abstracted and indexed by Emily Golightly Rusk, donated 
by Angie Wilderman. 
 
General Interest 
Chesterfield Fire Department, the Original Thirteen Departments, 
by David C. Creasy, Sr., purchased. 
Ground Penetrating Radar Survey, Eppington Foundation, Ches-
terfield County, VA, by William F. Hanna, donated by Maj.Gen. 
Donald R. Gardner. 
Serving the Lord, 100 Years (1889-1989) – Yesterday, Today, To-
morrow, by Trinity United Methodist Church Centennial History 
Committee, donated by Trinity United Methodist Church. 
The Compass Windows of Old Blandford Church, by Martha Wren 
Briggs, donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse. 
Recommendations for Salvage for Interpretive Re-use from the 
Town of ETTRICK, VA, by Commonwealth Architects, donated by 
George Cranford. 
SPRINGHILL Historic Residential District, Chesterfield County, VA, 
National Historic Register Nomination, by Nancy Kraus, donated 
by the author. 
Powhatan Pathways; Homes, History, Structures and Stories, by 
Margaret Palmore & John M. Kerr, donated by the authors. 
Celebrations from Our Kitchen to Yours, by The Women’s Club of 
Chester, purchased. 
Richmond, Then and Now, by Keshia A. Case, donated by Liess 
van der Linden-Brusse. 
Water System History, Defense Supply Center Richmond, by HDR 
EOC, donated by Defense Logistics Authority (DLA) Installation 
Support at Richmond. 
From a Richmond Streetcar, Life through the Lens of Harris 
Stilson, by Kitty Snow, purchased. 
On the West Clay Line; Jackson Ward, Carver and Newtown West, 
by Kitty Snow, purchased. 
A briefe and true report of the new found land of Virginia, the 
complete 1590 Theodor de Bry Edition with a new introduction by 
Paul Hulton, donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse. 
Phase I & Additional Phase I Architectural Surveys of a Portion of 
the Village of ETTRICK, Chesterfield County, VA, prepared for the 
Chesterfield County Planning Department by the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, donated by the Planning Department. 
The Executive Mansion, Richmond, VA, anonymous donor. 
Kippax Plantation:  Traders, Merchants and Planters, an exhibit 
celebrating the Families of Pocahontas, by Donald W. Linebough, 
donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse. 
Blandford Cemetery, Death and Life at Petersburg, VA, by John O. 
Peters, purchased. 
Carver High School Alumni Directory – 2008, by Chesterfield Pub-
lic Education Foundation, donated by Bryan Truzzie. 

Colonial Virginia, Its People and Customs (1917), by Mary Newton 
Stanard, anonymous donor, archived in CHSV Rare Books Collection. 
Archeological Evaluation for Water Treatment Plant Expansion, 
Appomattox River Water Authority (ARWA), Petersburg, Chester-
field County, VA, by Gannett Fleming Archeologists, donated by 
CHSV Cemetery Committee. 
The Virginia State Capitol, a magnificent Monument to Virginia’s 
Past, by Douglas W. Price, donated by Liess van der Linden-
Brusse. 
The Falls of the James, by David Ryan & Newton Ancarrow, anon-
ymous donor. 
Richmond: A Pictorial History from the Valentine Museum and 
Dementi Collection, by Thomas Hale & Louis H. Manarin, anony-
mous donor. 
Virginia Rent Rolls (1704), edited by Elizabeth Lawrence Dow, 
anonymous donor. 
Historical Notes on Amelia County, VA, by Kathleen H. Hadfield & 
W. Cary McConnaughty, donated by Catherine Welsh. 
 
Manuscripts 
Meeting minutes of CHSV African-American History Committee 
(March 2010-March 2012), donated by Cornelia Owens-Goode 
  
Military History 
Revolutionary War Pensions - Awarded by State Governments 
(1775-1874), by the General and Federal Governments (Prior to 
1814), and by the Private Act of Congress (to 1905), by Lloyd de 
Witt Bockstruck, purchased. 
Letters Home, Letters of Lt. Wm. F. BAUGH, CSA Co. G, 61

st
 Virgin-

ia Infantry (1861-1865), transcribed by Roy N. Cain, donated by 
Roy N. Cain. 
The Battles for Richmond – 1862, by William Miller, Jr., donated 
by Liess van der Linden-Brusse. 
“Bacon’s Rebellion,” Abstracts of Materials in the Colonial Rec-
ords Project, compiled by John Davenport Neville, anon.  donor. 
Civil War Parks: the Story Behind the Scenery, by C. Jack Davis, 
donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse. 
 
Periodicals 
Chesterfield County Comments (1996-2009), Monthly newsletters 
for County employees, published by Administrator’s Office, Ches-
terfield County, donated by the Public Affairs Department. 
 
Yearbooks 
The Reflector, Chester High School (1934 & 1935), donated by 
Cheryl Rivet. 
Spector, Salem Church Junior High School (1974-1990 & (1998-
2001), donated by Deborah M. Cooke. 

 
Remembering Goldie K. Taylor     1939 - 2015 
Pat Roble 
 
I first met Goldie Taylor in 2011, when she came to the Chester-
field County Museum in response to our request for information 
for an exhibit on the old County Fair.  Goldie shared her fair rib-
bons and history about Beach Grange’s involvement in the fair.  
She was active with Beach Grange as well as the Virginia State 
Grange.  Goldie worked for the Virginia State Parks for over 43 
years, where she became Manager of State Park Logistics Sup-
port Center and Sign Shop.   We were fortunate that Goldie de-
cided to become a regular museum volunteer.  She had a love of 
history, and enjoyed sharing Chesterfield’s past with museum 
visitors.  Goldie also shared her design and writing talents while 
helping to produce several museum exhibits.  We were very sad-
dened to learn of Goldie’s passing.  Goldie made numerous valu-
able contributions to the museum in her three years as a volun-
teer.   I will especially miss her warmth and friendship. The Ches-
terfield Museum Committee extends sympathy to the family of 
Goldie Taylor, and has made a Memorial Contribution in her 
name to the Scholarship Fund of Beach Community Grange.   
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Women of Chesterfield County - part 11 (final)   The 3-Week Siege and Alice Proctor 
Patricia Watts  
  
This colony, hoping to be financially independent and self-sufficient had begun producing the superior tobacco product thanks to 
Native American’s assistance.  self-sufficient had begun producing the superior tobacco  They mined ore from the earth and opened 
the ironworks, and built the Citie of Henricus.  These endeavors coupled with the patent system of land ownership made the colonist 
covetous of more and more land 
clearing it for tobacco and crops.  
Land was the key to their security 
and success.  In order to be suc-
cessful and finding out that tobacco 
depletes the soil of all nutrients 
after a few years, the settlers 
cleared more and more land which 
was originally settled and used by 
the Native Americans.  They even 
planted tobacco in the middle of 
paths and roads.  This continuing 
encroachment on the Native’s land 
was not just for security but life 
itself to the settlers who could then 
transcend their English status or 
class in life, as all aristocracy in Eng-
land were landowners.  
 
Because the Native Americans saw 
the settlers’ thirst for increasing 
amounts of land, they became 
more and more wry of the settlers.  
It is believed that the “massacre” of 
1622 was meant as a warning 
against further aggressive expan-
sion into their lands, Chief 
Opechanancanough, Powhatan’s 
younger brother, led a raid against 
the settlement near Jamestown, 
and Henricus and other settlements 
killing men, women and children.  
The Citie of Henricus was destroyed 
and approximately one quarter of 
the settlers killed.  Despite their 
loss at the Citie, not all settlers 
were driven from the area but 
some remained at their home-
steads near the city.   
 
In 1622, Alice Proctor, whose hus-
band was away on business, along with the help of others in her household, held off a Native American attack on her homestead 
near the Citie Of Henricus for three weeks.

i[1]
  During this time, the entire area of the Citie of Henricus was under attack leaving 66 

people killed.  After this the Citie declines with only 57 determined settlers remaining in 1625.  But by 1700s the population shifted 
and there were only 7 Native Americans listed on the census.

ii[2]
   

 
  

                                                 
i[1]

 Citie of Henricus Interpreter Presentation, September 6, 2010. 
ii[2]

 www.heritageriversonline.com/sections/articles/henricus1611.htm, Sept. 6, 2010.   
 
 

http://www.heritageriversonline.com/sections/articles/henricus1611.htm
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Events 

ONGOING EXHIBITS  
Current Exhibit (County Museum) “Finding your Family Story through Genealogy: A Chesterfield Perspective” - $2 Suggested Donation 
Current Exhibit (1892 Old Jail)   “The Chesterfield County Police Department: Celebrating 100 Years” - $1 Suggested Donation, (804)768-7311 
Current Exhibit (Historic Trinity Church) “African-American Schools in Chesterfield County during the Segregated Era” – Donations welcome 
Current Exhibit (Community Development Building Lobby) World War I: The Draft & the ‘Doughboy’ 
 
OCTOBER 2015 EVENTS 
3

rd
-Nov 7

th
, Saturdays, 10-noon, “Chasing Your Ancestors: Beginning Genealogy” 6-week Class, (Historic Trinity Church) $20, Reg. online with PayPal 

Saturdays, 1-3pm, Genealogy Round Table (Historic Trinity Church), Free 
3

rd
, Sat, 11am-4pm, Eppington Heritage Day (Eppington Plantation), Free 

3
rd

, Sat, Noon Lecture: “Numismatics and the Civil War,” by Parry Bragg (Magnolia Grange) Free 
10

th
, Sat, Noon-4pm, Falling Creek Ironworks Park Dedication Event, Free 

17
th

, Sat, 11am-3pm, Mid-Lothian Mines Day (Mid-Lothian Mines Park), Free 
23

rd
, Fri, 7-10pm, Haunted Courthouse Green Tours (Historic Trinity Church), $5/Adult, $2/Child (8+), Register online with PayPal 

24
th

, Sat, 10am-Noon, Civil War Guided Tour of Historic Point of Rocks (R. Dodd Garland Park), $8, Register online with PayPal 
24

th
, Sat, 11am, “Researching Your Civil War Ancestors,” by George Fickett (Museum) Free 

25
th

, Sun, 2pm, Fall Quarterly Members Meeting in Henricus Church & Meeting Hall (c.1611), Refreshments, Free 
NOVEMBER 2015 EVENTS 
7

th
, 14

th
 & 21

st
, Saturdays, 1-3pm, Genealogy Round Table (Historic Trinity Church) Free 

7
th

, Sat, 10am-2pm, Civil War Van Tour: 1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign (Starts at Henricus Historical Park), $15/person, Reg. online with PayPal  
7

th
, Sat, 11am-1pm, “Winterpock’s Disastrous Mining Accident of 1867” (Museum) Free 

7
th

, Sat, 7-9pm, Paranormal Workshop: Hauntings of Historic Structures & Museums (Magnolia Grange) $10/person, Register online with PayPal 
11

th
, Wed, 2pm, Annual Veterans Day Ceremony (1917 Courthouse) Free 

21
st

, Sat, noon, Reading & Book Signing by author Patrick Adams of his Children’s travel adventure “Lisa Goes to England,” (Magnolia Grange), Free 
DECEMBER 2015 EVENTS 
5

th
, Sat, 1-4pm, “Christmas at Downton Abbey” Open House (Magnolia Grange), $1 House Tours 

5
th

, Sat, 8-10pm Paranormal Tour: Historic Trinity Church, $20, Register online with PayPal 
9th & 16th, Wednesdays, 1pm, “Christmas at Downton Abbey” Tea (Magnolia Grange), $25, Reservations required: (804)796-1479 
12

th
, Sat, & 14

th
, Mon, 11am, Heirloom Herb Lecture & Bookmark Workshop (Museum) Free 

JANUARY 2016 EVENTS 
8

th
, Fri, 7pm, Winter Lecture: Historic impersonator Dick Cheatham as John Rolfe (Lucy Corr Senior Center) CHSV members Free, non-Members $5 

22
nd

, Fri, Winter Lecture: “Visions, Development, Growth at Henricus” by Henricus staff (Lucy Corr Senior Center) CHSV members Free, non-
members $5 
24

th
, Sun, 1:30pm, Annual Membership Lunch Meeting at Dellwood Plantation, $24/person, Reservations required: (804)796-7121 
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