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Spring Membership Meeting  
April 22nd 1 – 3 pm 
The Chesterfield Museum 
 
Join us at the Chesterfield County Museum for the April 
membership meeting. Speakers will be Liess van der Lin-
den & George “Buddy” Cranford. This meeting will high-
light the 1917 Centennial exhibit and the newly installed 
permanent exhibit of the original 1749 courthouse bell. 
You will be able to hear the bell ring! Last October, Ches-
terfield County celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 
Historic 1917 Courthouse. This courthouse is a point of 
pride in the community and is being preserved for future 
generations. It is a Chesterfield County Historic Land-
mark, a Virginia Historic Landmark and on the National 
Register of Historic Places.   
 
The 1749 bell, which is the oldest historic artifact in Chesterfield 
County and three years older than the Liberty Bell!  
 
Open to non-members. You are encouraged to bring a 
friend! Refreshments will be served. Call 804-796-7156 
for Information. 
 
 

 
 
Letter from the President 

I want to invite everyone to the April Quarterly 
Meeting on April 22nd. The Society in partnership 
with Chesterfield County worked very hard to re-
search, collect and create the centennial exhibit for 
all to enjoy. Hope to see you there.  
 
Mother’s Day Tea at Magnolia Grange  
Wed, May 9th 1-3 P.M.  
 
A wonderful Mother's Day gift for the special 
women in your life. Enjoy a high tea at Magnolia 
Grange including a variety of specialty teas, savory 
sandwiches, and delicious desserts. The tea will 
feature a living history interpreter as they share 
the story of Elizabeth Arnold Poe. Hear about the 
triumphs and sorrows of Edgar Allan Poe's birth 
mother. A very talented and highly-praised actress, 
Mrs. Poe passed away in Richmond in 1811 at the 
age of 24. She will share her tragically-short life 
story and perform monologues and songs from her 
vast repertoire. Pre-registration is required, $30 
per person.  Call 804-796-7156 for more informatio  
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From the editor: Submit your story by email to Lipowicz1@verizon.net.  
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The Saga of the Oldest Document of  
Chesterfield County: 
“Commission of the Peace” (1749) 
Liess van der Linden 
Chair, Library Committee 
 
Now you see it.  Now you don’t. 
One day, it hangs on the wall in the courthouse.  Then it 
disappears. Almost a century later, it shows up again. 
Then is disappears again. The saga of the whereabouts of 
Chesterfield County’s oldest document continued for cen-
turies. Now, this historic item has finally found its perma-
nent home. 
 
When Chesterfield County was formed by legislative act 
on May 12, 1749, Sir William Gooch, lieutenant governor 
and commander in chief of the Colony issued a “Commis-
sion of the Peace” for Chesterfield. This ancient docu-
ment named the judicial body which would administer 
the general laws, and regulate the internal affairs of the 
new county. It lists the names and the duties of the jus-
tices, the clerk of the court and the sheriff.  (Please see 
the sidebar for a complete text, as presented in Chester-
field, An Old Virginia County, Volume I, 1607-1954, by 
Francis Earl Lutz.) 
 
Under this document’s authority, the county court met 
for the first time on June 2, 1749, when the listed justices 
took their oath of office.    
 
Yes, Chesterfield County’s “Commission of the Peace” 
pre-dates by several decades our nation’s Declaration of 
Independence and the Bill of Rights.  Chesterfield 
County’s founding document is 268 years old, and well-
traveled. 
Written on parchment, measuring 18 ½ x 16 inches, deco-
rated with a pale blue ribbon and an official red wax seal, 
this historic document hung in our first county court-
house until the Civil War. Clerk of the Court Nathan H. 
Cogbill had hidden most of the county’s documents but 
overlooked this one. After a battle in the Petersburg area 
in 1865, a Northern soldier on his way home, Edward B. 
Jeffers, stopped at the courthouse and decided to take 
the document with him. 
 
Fast forward to the mid-1950s.   
Richmond author Francis Earl Lutz had just completed 
writing the history of Chesterfield County (named above).  
For years, Lutz had searched for the founding document 
of the county but it wasn’t until 1954 when, traveling in 
the Oneida, NY area, he came across an advertisement 
for the sale of a “Commission of the Peace” for Chester-
field County, Virginia.  The price was $43.60. Lutz paid the 

“Commission of the Peace”  
(May 12, 1749) 

 
(Copied from Chesterfield, An Old Virginia County, Volume I, 1607-1954, by 
Francis Earl Lutz) 
 
The proclamation, with capitalization unchanged, but punctuation added for 
clarity, reads as follows: 
 
Virginia 
Sir William Gooch Baronet his Majesty’s Lieutenant Governor and Com-
mander in chief of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia To William Kennon, 
John Bolling, William Gay, Richard Royall, William Kennon Jun., John Archer, 
Richard Eppes, Seth Ward, John Royall, William Eppes, Robert Goode, Henry 
Randolph, Edward Osborne Jun., and Richard Kennon of the County of Ches-
terfield, Gent. Greeting ------- 
KNOW YE that by Virtue of the Powers and Authorities to me granted by his 
Majesty as Commander in chief of this Dominion I have with the Advice and 
Consent of the Council assigned you and every one of you jointly and sever-
ally the King’s Justices to keep his Peace in the County of Chesterfield and do 
in his Majesty’s name require you to keep or cause to be kept all Ordinances 
and Statutes of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Laws of this Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia made for the good of the Peace and for the Conserva-
tion of the same and for the quiet Rule and Government of the people in all 
and every the Articles thereof in the said County according to the Force, 
Form and Effect of the same and to chastise and punish all persons offend-
ing against the forms of those Ordinances and Statutes of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain and the Laws of the Colony and any of them in the County 
aforesaid;  to cause to come before you or any of you all those Persons who 
shall threaten any of the King’s liege People either in their Bodys or burning 
their Houses to find sufficient security of the Peace or for their good behav-
ior toward the King and the People and if they refuse to find such security 
then to cause them to be kept safe in Prison until they find such security. I 
have also assigned you or any four  or more of you whereof any of you Wil-
liam Kennon, John Bolling, William Gay, Richard Royall, William Kennon Jun., 
John Archer and Richard Eppes shall be one to meet at the usual Place of 
holding Courts in the County aforesaid at certain Days according to Law and 
to hear and determine all such Controversies and Debates between Party 
and Party doing therein what to Justice appertaineth according to the Laws 
of the Kingdom of Great Britain and this Colony and Dominion of Virginia 
with Power likewise to you and every one of you to take Depositions 
******** upon oath for the better manifestation of the Truth in all such 
Matters and Causes as come before you and to keep or cause to be kept all 
Orders of the Court, Orders of Council and Proclamations directed to you or 
coming to your hands from the King or myself or from the Commander in 
chief for the time being and the Council of State and to punish all Offenders 
and Breakers of the same according to the Laws of the Kingdom of Great  
Britain and of the Colony and Dominion AND FURTHER to keep or cause the 
Clerk of your Court to keep records or all Judgements, Rules and Orders de-
cided upon and agreed upon by you or any four or more of you whereof any 
of you the last mentioned Justices shall be one AND FURTHER  I do in the 
King’s Name command you and every one of you that you diligently intend 
the keeping of the Peace Statutes of the Kingdom of Great Britain and the 
Laws of this Colony and Dominion and all and singular other Promises.  I do 
also by virtue of these Presents command the Sheriff of the said County of 
Chesterfield that at those certain Days and Places which the Law doth ap-
point to cause to come before you or any four or more of you whereof any 
of you the last mentioned Justices shall be one such and so many good and 
lawful men of his Bailiwick by whom the Truth of the Matter shall be the 
better known and enquired of.   GIVEN under my Hand and the Seal of the 
Colony at the Council Chamber in Williamsburg the 12th Day of May one 
thousand and seven hundred and forty-nine in the twenty-second year of 
the Reign of our sovereign Lord King George the second. 

SEAL 
William Gooch 
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price and, according to the minutes of the meeting of our 
Board of Supervisors dated January 11, 1955: 
 
 “On motion of Mr. Goyne, seconded by Mr. Gunter, it is 
resolved that the Executive Secretary be authorized to pay 
Mr. Earl Lutz, $43.60 as compensation for the return of 
the original document dated 1749 the Commission of the 
Peace Document, which document establishes the County 
of Chesterfield as a separate County.  
“And be it further resolved that Mr. Lutz be requested to 
present the original document to the Judge of the Circuit 
Court and the Board of Supervisors at some joint meeting 
in the future.” 
 
During a formal presentation in the historic 1917 Court-
house on April 5, 1955, Chesterfield County regained its 
“birth certificate” when Chesterfield Circuit Court Judge J. 
Garland Jefferson, Jr., accepted it on behalf of the county. 
The document was hung in the Clerk of the Court’s office. 
A decade later, the Secretary of the recently formed Ches-
terfield County Museum Committee noted in the minutes 
of the meeting dated January 17, 1964: 
“Olin Taylor and Frank Landrum to see Judge Old and try 
to get the original ‘Commission of Peace’ to be placed in 
one of the cases.”  
Did the historic document make it into the display cases 
outside the courtroom?  Who knows? The trail goes cold 
until almost 20 years later.  
 
 In the April 1983 issue of The Messenger, the Chesterfield 
Historical Society of VA (CHSV) quarterly newsletter, we 
spot a lengthy interview with then Clerk of the Court Lewis 
Vaden who served in that capacity twice, 1952-1962 and 
1974-1983.  When asked if anything unusual or significant 
occurred concerning the county’s history since he served 
as county clerk, Mr. Vaden recounts the story of the disap-
pearance of the Commission of the Peace and its return in 
1955.  But he omits to tell us where it is. 
Two years later, a new hint appears.  In a declaration by 
Olin L. Taylor, secretary of the Chesterfield County Mu-
seum Committee, dated March 1, 1985, regarding the his-
tory of the document: 
 
“This is the way it was told to me: Prior to the Civil War 
the Commission of the Peace hung on the wall in the 
Courthouse. (He proceeds to detail the disappearance and 
recovery of the document.) When it was received Judge 
William Old took possession of it and hung it on the wall of 
his chambers in the Courthouse.  When the Museum Com-
mittee was formed Judge Old granted them permission to 
make copies of the document.  Just before Judge Old’s 
death he agreed to turn over the Commission of the Peace 

to the Museum Committee, after being assured it would 
be displayed in a securely locked case...” 
Two years later, we have confirmation that it is indeed on 
display in the Museum, according to a Museum Assess-
ment Report by Carl R. Nold, dated March 1987:  
“Several paper items, including an important 1749 ‘Com-
mission of Peace’ are rapidly deteriorating due to im-
proper mounting with highly acidic materials ....” 
 
 Shortly thereafter, the Museum Committee is re-
ported in the minutes of their meeting dated May 16, 
1987, to have “.....decided to have the “Commission of 
Peace” restored by the Barrow Restoration Lab at the 
State Library when our 1867 map is returned.” 
At this point, the trail runs cold.  There is no further men-
tion of any restoration, nor of the whereabouts of the 
document for the next 30 years.  It appears to have myste-
riously disappeared. Again. 
 
Meanwhile, the Chesterfield Museum Committee became 
part of the Chesterfield Historical Society of VA, and both 
the artifacts collection as well as the library collection re-
located several times.  The library started in the historic 
1917 Courthouse, moved to Castlewood in 1998 and, in 
2013, it moved to historic Trinity Church. Throughout this 
time, the search for our founding document continued. 
In 2014, then chair of the CHSV Collections Committee, 
George (Buddy) Cranford wrote an article for The Village 
News, entitled, “The Lost Charter of Chesterfield County,” 
in the hope that it might generate leads to its wherea-
bouts.  Nothing happened. 
 
It was in the fall of 2017 that the impossible happened.  
While sorting through boxes of historic newspapers in the 
Society research library, we discovered the original 1749 
“Commission of the Peace” hiding in the bottom of one of 
the boxes!  Who put it there? How did it get there? How 
long had it been there? Nobody knows. 
 
In December 2017, Buddy and Liess approached Clerk of 
the Court Wendy Hughes with the request that our 
county’s “birth certificate” be stored in a secure location 
in the Clerk’s archival storage in the Courts Building lo-
cated at 9500 Courthouse Road.  A Court Order was issued 
to that effect by Circuit Court Chief Judge T. J. Hauler on 
December 7, 2017. 
 
Chesterfield County’s founding document, the 1749 “Com-
mission of the Peace,” has found its permanent home, at 
last. 
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Please note that a life size photograph of this ancient doc-
ument is on permanent display in the County Museum lo-
cated on the historic 1917 Courthouse Green at 6813 
Mimms Loop. Museum hours are Tuesday-Friday, 
10:00am to 4:00pm, and on Saturdays 10:00am to 
2:00pm.  For more information, please visit www.chester-
fieldhistory.com 
 

 
 
Women of Chesterfield Committee Report 
Women of Chesterfield – Amaza Lee Meredith 

     Miss Amaza Lee Meredith was one of the first docu-
mented African-American female architects.  She was born 
August 14, 1895 in Lynchburg and was the youngest 
daughter of Emma Pink Kenny, an African-American, and 
Samuel Peter Meredith, a white carpenter.    

     Graduating at the top of her high school class in 1915, 
Meredith taught at a one-room school in Botetourt 
County.  She then entered Virginia Normal and Industrial 
Institute, now Virginia State University, where she re-
ceived a degree in teaching in 1922.  Upon obtaining her 
degree, Meredith took a position at Dunbar High School in 
Lynchburg for a time before entering the Teacher’s Col-
lege at Columbia University, majoring in fine arts. She re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree with honors in 1930 and 
master’s in 1934. 

  Following her 1930 graduation, Meredith was hired as an 
art teacher at Virginia State where she is credited with es-
tablishing the School of Fine Arts Department in 1935.  
Meredith served as head of this department for twenty-
three years.  She was a pioneer in the inclusion of fine arts 
in the curriculum of Virginia’s segregated African-Ameri-
can public schools.  She exhibited her artwork at galleries 
in Virginia, North Carolina and New York.   

     In later years, Meredith changed her focus to architec-
ture and interior design, though she could not be profes-
sionally trained in either due to her gender and race.   Her 
first architectural work was done in the mid-1930s when 
she designed Azurest South – a five room 1-story home for 
herself and lifelong companion Dr. Edna Meade Colson.  
Located on what was then the east edge of the college 
campus, Azurest South is of the International style featur-
ing a smooth white stucco finish with curving bands of 
glass block windows emphasizing the rounded corners of 
the walls.  It was designed inside and out completely by 
Meredith to be used as her residence and studio.   

     In 1947 Meredith and her sister, Maude Terry, started 
developing a 120-lot subdivision in Sag Harbor, a Long Is-
land New York resort for wealthy Caucasians.  This subdivi-
sion, called Azurest North, was created for a group of her 
family and friends who organized the Azurest Syndicate, 
Inc. which worked to create an African American leisure 
community.  Lots were sold to individual investors to build 
summer or year-round cottages.  Miss Meredith designed 
at least two of the cottages.  Today Azurest North is one of 
four historically black communities in Sag Harbor. 

     After her retirement from teaching in 1958, Meredith 
continued to paint as well as to design buildings well into 
the 1960s.  She designed houses for friends and family in 
Virginia, Texas and New York.  Meredith lived at Azurest 
South from 1939 until her death in 1984. She is buried in 
Eastview Cemetery in Petersburg, Virginia. She willed her 
half of Azurest South to the Virginia State University 
Alumni Association.    In 1993 her home was listed in the 
Virginia Landmarks Register and in 1994, in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  It now serves as the Alumni As-
sociation House office.  The road-side marker placed in 
front of Azurest South in Ettrick, Chesterfield County 
states that “her design, Azurest South, is a rare Virginia ex-
ample of a mature International Style building.”     

Women of Chesterfield is an ongoing project.  We wel-
come suggestions of women who merit recognition.  
Please contact us by way of phone at the Library:  804-
796-7215 or Email Pat Barron Forpbarron@gmail.com or 
Terry Wells thnx2gd@comcast.net 

11th Golf Classic at the Highlands  
Megan Kitchen 
The 11th Annual Golf Classic will be held at the Highlands 
on October 1st, 2018. Early Bird Registration is only 
$65.00 per player by Aug 1, 2018. Fee Includes Snacks & 
Drinks during Golf, Range Balls, BBQ Dinner, Awards & 
Prizes. Registration and sponsorships can be done at 
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www.chesterfieldhistory.com. Call Megan Kitchen 804-
796-7156 for more information. 
Magnolia Grange Puts the Grand in  
Grandparenting: New Summer Camp! 
Bill Doerken 
 

 
 
This new 3-day summer day-camp at Magnolia Grange, 
will give a limited number of children and their grandpar-
ents a three-day journey back in time to the late 18th cen-
tury and early 19th century. A unique camp where genera-
tions get together for fun and learning.  
 
Participants will dig like an archaeologist, march with mus-
kets and drum, attend 18th century school, make and lay 
bricks, play colonial games, build parts of early Virginia 
houses and houses like the Magnolia Grange, tend crops 
such as corn and tobacco, put out a fire with their bucket 
brigade, do laundry the old-fashioned way and much 
more. They will also, of course, learn about life at Magno-
lia Grange and the historic Chesterfield Courthouse area. 
This exciting new camp experience is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for grandparents to bond with their grandchildren 
while experiencing life at the historic “Grange” 
(farm/plantation). With a myriad of hands-on activities, 
everyone will “live it, learn it and love it.” 
 
Children should have finished the first grade and not be 
older than 12. The hours will be 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., July 31 
through August 2.  The cost is $100 per person and in-
cludes lunch. Families could have one or two grandparents 
and one or more grandchildren. Camp registration can be 
done online at www.chesterfield history.com. For more 
information contact Bill Doerken, at (804) 445-6655 or by 
emailing at bdoerken@gmail.com  
 
Diggin in History Archaeology Summer Camp 
Bryan Truzzie 
 
The program will provide an introduction to archaeology 
providing a variety of engaging, hands-on activities that 

will allow your child to experience site surveys, archaeo-
logical excavations, artifact repair and reconstruction, un-
cover clues from the past and much more. Snacks and 
drinks provided with fee. 
Historic Trinity Church, 10111 Iron Bridge Road  
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
Session 1:  July 9-13 
Session 2:  August 6-10 
Session 3:  August 20-24 
 
For children ages 8-14. Space is limited. 
Cost: $100.00 Details: Bryan Truzzie, 751-4946 or 
truzzieb@chesterfield.gov To register, visit www.chester-
fieldhistory.com. 
 

 
 
Heritage Craft & Games Summer Camp 
Bryan Truzzie 
 
This unique camp will address many of the common pe-
riod games that children would have enjoyed during the 
17th and 18th centuries. Children will have the opportunity 
to engage in colonial and Native American craft activities 
from pottery making, calligraphy, candle dipping, butter 
churning and soap making to making various crafts each 
day ranging from dolls, medicine pouches and engaging in 
period games. Snacks and drinks provided with fee. 
Monday & Tuesday - Chesterfield County Museum  
Wednesday & Thursday – Magnolia Grange  
Friday- Historic Trinity Church  
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
Session 1: July 16-20 
Session 2: Aug. 13-17 
 
For children ages 8- 14. Space is limited. Cost: $100 De-
tails: Bryan Truzzie, 751-4946 or truzzieb@chester-
field.gov To register, visit www.chesterfieldhistory.com. 
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Beginning Genealogy Class 
Bette Kot 
 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia (CHSV) will 
offer a six-week “Beginning Genealogy Class” on Saturday 
mornings in the society research library located in Historic 
Trinity Church, 10111 Iron Bridge Road in Chesterfield. 
Class will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 
The classes are designed to offer practical, personal help 
in compiling a family history.  This is for beginners or those 
who need help with paper management.  Learn how to or-
ganize what you have, add to it in the easiest manner, 
document family tales and find your family in the census 
records.  Join us for an exciting trip into your family’s past 
and give a treasure only you can provide. 
 
The cost is $25/person, and CHSV members are eligible to 
receive a $5 discount.  Registration is required because 
the course is limited to 20 participants.  Please register 
online with PayPal at www.chesterfieldhistory.com.  For 
more information or to volunteer, please call instructor 
Bette Kot at (303) 520-2903. 
 
Rosenwald Days in Chesterfield County Virginia 
Bernard R. Anderson  
 
Beginning in the 1928-29 school year, Virginia’s Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction promoted the celebration of 
annual Rosenwald Days across the state.  These spring-
time events were designed to recognize the contributions 
of philanthropist Julius Rosenwald.  His Rosenwald Fund 
was the most significant effort to upgrade the condition of 
substandard African-American schools in the South.  He 
subsidized the construction of more than 5,000 African-
American schools between 1912 and 1932.  Among these 
were 382 schools and support buildings in Virginia, includ-
ing six schools in Chesterfield County. 
The day was also an opportunity to engage local busi-
nesses, communities and School Improvement Leagues to 
help with enhancements to the school buildings and 
grounds. 
Research indicates that Rosenwald Days were held from 
1929 to at least 1934.  An undated document describes an 
April event on the campus of the Chesterfield County 
Training School at Hickory Hill.  The day-long program be-
gan at 10:00 a.m. and included exhibits, recitations and 
musical performances by students from 20 African-Ameri-
can schools. 

                                                 
 

Devotionals were led by Mr. James P. Spencer, Vocational 
Teacher at Hickory Hill.  A welcome statement was given 
by Mr. R. L. Robinson, Principal, Hickory Hill with a re-
sponse by Mr. R. F. Jones, County Demonstration Agent.  
After the singing of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” a review of 
the status of Chesterfield’s Negro schools was given by 
Mrs. Janet P. Crawley, Chesterfield’s Supervisor of Negro 
Education1. Other statements were presented by Mr. L. C. 
White of the Negro Organization Society of Virginia, Miss 
Edna Colson, from the School of Education at Virginia 
State College and Mr. W. D. Gresham, State Supervisor of 
Negro Education. 
After a break for lunch, presentations were made by stu-
dents from the following schools:  Beulah (Skinquarter), 
Centralia, Chester, Drewry’s Bluff, Dry Bridge (Hallsboro), 
Good Hope (Brown Grove), Gravel Hill (Granite), Hickory 
Hill, Kingsland, Midlothian, Mt. Nebo, Ochre, Osborne 
(Skinquarter), Piney Branch, Pleasant View (near Winter-
pock), Port Walthall, Union Branch, Union Grove, Warwick 
Road, and Winterpock. 
This tradition of county-wide activities was continued into 
the 1960’s with the presentation of the annual Spring Mu-
sic Festival at Carver High School.  On these occasions, all 
African-American elementary schools participated in a Fri-
day evening program under the direction of Elementary 
Music Teacher, Mrs. Audrey B. Robinson. 
 
1 This position was also called the Jeans Supervisor, referring to 
the program started by the Quaker philanthropist Anna Jeans. In 
1908 she provided funds to establish supervisory positions to 
coordinate elementary educational programs in Negro schools 
across the South.  Chesterfield’s first Jeans Supervisor was ap-
pointed in 1911. 
 
Planters Day 2018 
Bryan Truzzie 
 
Planters Day will be held at Magnolia Grange Museum 
House on Saturday, June 2nd 10 A.M- 4 P.M. Planters Day 
is an outdoor event that will interpret life on the farm in 
Chesterfield County in the late 1860s with costumed re-
enactors, living history, exhibitors, period music, period 
demonstrations, crafts, and trades, including a doctor and 
midwife, carpenter, chair caner, and period children’s ac-
tivities. Additionally, the beautiful 19th century Magnolia 
Grange house will be open for tours and all of the items in 
the Gift Shop will be 50% off!   



The Messenger #125 April 2018                8 

 
Library Donations & Acquisitions 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
 
Old photos and books, maps and manuscripts of Chester-
field County as well as newspaper and magazine articles, 
yearbooks, research notes, journals and diaries are always 
welcome additions to our reference library in historic Trin-
ity Church.  Please keep your society in mind when you 
spring clean your attics and basements!  Thank you. 
 
The following items have recently been accessioned into 
our Library Collection: 
 
Genealogy 
Charlottesville and the Hunt for Family, a History of the 
TWYMAN Family, by Winkfield Twyman, gift of the author 
(Manuscript Collection) 
HAW Family, Bank of Virginia documents from the 1950s, 
gift of Clyde T. Coats (Manuscript Collection) 
BOYD Family Papers, Memorabilia of James Arthur Boyd of 
Chester, VA (1905-1982), donated by Nancy Boyd Wool-
ridge (Manuscript Collection) 
Family Tree: Joseph Lee WILSON & Sarah Elizabeth MANN, 
by Corine Wilson, donated by Mary Cowan Sollog & Mar-
sha Hall 
The Handy Book for Genealogists, 9th Edition (1999), by 
Everton Publishers, anonymous donor 
CARY Family Papers (1836-1870) – Children of Archibald 
Cary, their cousins in Baltimore, and Civil War activities, 
gift of Bob Gilbert 
The Little Church at Five Forks and my Family (CLARK & 
WOODCOCK Families) – Methodism in Central Chesterfield, 
by Alan McCann, donated by Shirley Diller 
Early GOODES of Virginia and their Descendants, Volumes I 
& II, by Nancy Goode Page & Donald W. Page, donated by 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
BELCHER Family – Funeral Book of Nannie Blanche Belcher 
(1859-1947), discovered in CHSV Library Family History 
files 
 
General Interest 

The Sun is but a Morning Star, the Third in the Series of 
Women & Children at Jamestown, by Connie Lapallo, Au-
tographed First Edition, gift of the author 
Discover Richmond – Funny Skies and a Deep Dive into the 
James River (Aug/Sept 2017), published by the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch 
Directory of Virginia Postmasters (1968), edited by Jean 
McDonald, donated by Kim Holland 
Plantations of Virginia (2017), by Jai Williams & Charlene 
C. Gianetti, anonymous donor 
Midlothian Masonic Lodge 150 Years (1866-2016), by G. I. 
Johnson & David Vincent, gift of Gary Allen Westerhouse, 
Midlothian Masonic Lodge 
The History of the 1917 Chesterfield County Courthouse 
(2017) – Printed version of PowerPoint presentation by 
Capt. Jerry Netherland, Chesterfield County Police Dept., 
gift of the author 
Brandermill: The Natural Place to Be (2017), by Mary Miley 
Theobald, donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
Two Centennials, A Commemorative History of the 1917 
Courthouse and WWI in Chesterfield County, VA, by 
George Cranford and Liess van der Linden-Brusse, gift of 
the authors 
 
Manuscripts 
Historic 1917 Courthouse Centennial Celebration, compiled 
by Liess van der Linden-Brusse, co-chair,  2017-2018 Ches-
terfield County Centennial Committee 
‘Keeping a House of Ill Fame’ – Chesterfield County Court 
Records of the case of Lula Penn Mitchell, donated by 
2017-2018 Chesterfield County Centennial Committee 
Music Counting Simplified, Beginning Music Lesson Book, 
by David Gornston, gift of Patricia C. Cosby 
Golden Yearbook:  Huguenot High School Class of 1966, 
50th Reunion, gift of Patricia C. Cosby 
‘Commission of the Peace’ for Chesterfield County, VA, No-
tarized Circuit Court Order for placing the original County 
Charter (1749) in storage by the Clerk of the Court, Ches-
terfield County;  includes background papers, compiled by 
George Cranford & Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
 
Military History 
Virginia War Agencies Selective Service & Volunteers 
(1926), by Arthur Kyle Davis, donated by Renee Pyles 
The Great War, Fourth Volume – The Wavering Balance of 
Forces (Nov 1914-May 1917), by George H. Allen, donated 
by Leslie Thysell (Rare Books Collection) 
Lincoln’s Greatest Journey – Sixteen Days that Changed a 
Presidency, March 24-April 8, 1865, by Noah Andre Tru-
deau, donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
100th Birthday Celebration of LTC Louis F. Martin; Photos, 
Military Service Records and Congratulatory Acknowledge-
ments (Manuscript Collection) 
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Periodicals 
Business is Dangerous in the Extreme – The Use of Innova-
tion to Manage Risk and the Failure of Henry Heth in the 
Early VA Coal Industry, by Solomon K. Smith, Virginia Mag-
azine of History & Biography, Vol.125, No.4, 2017  
 
Scrapbooks 
Chesterfield Historical Society of VA (2018), compiled by 
CHSV Library Committee 
Out on a Limb:  
Angie Wilderman  
 
Our Genealogy Library at CHSV located at Historic Trinity 
Church is growing and has over a thousand books and nu-
merous periodicals. We have accessioned most of the 
books and are cataloging them as time permits.  A link to a 
PDF file with the list will be posted soon on the genealogy 

page. There are a variety of titles covering a number of 
states and subjects.  Please let us know if you would like 
to come in and browse or check out any of the resources. 
Consider donating Bible records, photographs, letters or 
your stories about your Chesterfield ancestors to our col-
lections as the information adds so much to family history. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
Out on a Limb: State of the Poor House in Chesterfield County 1814 Transcribed 
Angie Wilderman  

 
Chesterfield County, Virginia, Will Book 8, page 369 

 
Report of   } State of the Poor house Chesterfield county from June, 6th  
1814 
the Overseers of   }   to March 3rd 1815 
the poor ~  } Names of Poor        
 
When Received    Casualties   Ages 
    George Brooks son of Jno Brooks  1   
    } Ages not notified when 
    Beverly Brooks son of Do       
    } sent in by the Overseers 
     
    Sally Bennett    Born in the year}  
May 26th 1812 
         1755  } 
     
    Absolom Traylor   Born in 1791   
December 1811 
     
    Woodson Gill orphan of Rhoda Gill Born 16th March 1807  
July 1812    {Delivered to Mr. Lodowick 
            
     Vaden 18th Novr 1814 
     
    {Asa Blankinship son of Polley Blan} 
    kinship       
 Decr 1811  Age not notified when sent in 
     
    Elizabeth Baugh   Born 18th May 1810  
Jany 9th 1814 
     
    William Goodsich       
Decr 20th 1813       Age not notified when sent in 
 
    Wm E Moseley son of Jos? Moseley Born 6th May 1726  
April 21st 1814   Discharged 19th October 1814 
 

 
Chesterfield County, Virginia, Will Book 8, page 369 
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    Polley Simons    {Supposed to be 20}
 June 22nd 1814  Discharged 2nd Octr 1814  
         {years old        } 
 
    {Richard Childress orphan of} 
    {Polley Childress                   }  Aged 13 years 
 July 9th 1814 
 
    {Woodson Clayton son of Mary}     
Novr 25th 1814   Discharged the 7th April 1813 
    {Clayton    }  
 
    William A. Taylor    Aged 5 years 
 March 6th 1815 
 
    Mary Welch a woman of age & infirmity    
    {Allowd $35 in the hands of Capt} 
            
    {E. Lockett to be paid quarterly   } 
            
    {& permitted to stay with her        }   
            
    {daughters.                                   } 
 
    Josiah Franklin a man of detts     
     Do   Do  Do 
 

Found on Settlement with the former Overseers in the hands of their reasurer 
$135.91 

 
    Levied for the support of the Poor of Chesterfield county for twelve months  } 
    12 1/2 cents on each Tithe  }  

$691.75 
 
    Tax collected on 131 dogs      
    $131 
          _________ 
            
    $958.66  
 
 
    Collector, for commission, Insolvencies, & scalps return   }
    Signed by order of the Steward for his services     } 
    board of overseers 
    Provision, Clothing & other expences (viz) Clock, Overseers &c1o  }
    Allen Whitworth Clk 
     
    which may be seen by application to the clerk of the   } 
     

poor house. ~ which will leave a balance in the hands   } 
     

of their Treasurer, after paying the necessary expenses agreeable  }
 $747.27 

    to the above date the sum of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   } 
     

In Chesterfield county court 1813 August 14th 
     
    This report of the overseers of the poor relatives to the poor house 
     

was returned and ordered to be recorded.  
 
    Examined       
     Teste, Parke Poindexter 
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Event Calendar (cont’d from page 12) 
 

Sat, May 12. 11 A.M.  Antique Bottles of Chesterfield County.   Anthony Townsend of the Richmond Bottle Club will share his 
knowledge of collecting and identifying old bottles.  Learn about Chesterfield County’s history through some of the antique bottles 
found here, including soda, milk, beer, spring water and medicine bottles.  The public is welcome to bring in their own bottles, to 
learn more about them from the experts. 
 
Thur, May 17. 11 A.M.  Chesterfield Historical Society of VA: Saving the Past for the Future. Learn how the historical society, a 
private non-profit organization, achieves its mission to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the unique history of Chesterfield 
County. Presented by Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Chair/CHSV Library Committee and Past President. 
 
Sat, May 19. Noon-1 P.M. Magnolia Grange Free lecture Series.  Speaker TBA. 
 
Sat, June 2. 10 A.M.- 4 P.M.  Planters Day Festival at Magnolia Grange. This event will focus on the trades and activities surround-
ing agricultural farm life in the 19th century with period vendors, crafts, demonstrations, music and children's activities. This event 
is family-friends and free to the public.  
 
Sat, June 9. 11 A.M.    Preserving Your History.  Learn to preserve your family heirlooms and treasures using at-home techniques 
employed by museums.   Lecture by Chesterfield Historical Society’s Collections Chairman Brandon Amsel, who will discuss the 
preservation of photographs, documents, fabrics and metal objects.   

 
Thur, June 28. 11 A.M. Homemade Doll Day.   Drop in anytime between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.   
Step back 100 years, to a simpler time when children made their own toys from materials found around the home and garden.  See 
dolls handmade from corn husks, corn cobs, nuts, pine tags, wooden spools, paper and yarn.  Make a yarn doll and a “leavings doll” 
to take home.  All ages welcome. 
 
Thur, July 12. 11 A.M. Duty Calls: Induction in the Virginia Militia. Learn about the militia, a civic duty performed by generations of 
men (and some women) in 18th Century Chesterfield, and important in our fight for independence during the American Revolution.  
Participate in military marching with wooden muskets, and practice loading a musket cartridge with “black powder” and musket 
ball.  A family-friendly event for ages 6 and over. 
 
Sat, July 14. Magnolia Grange Free Lecture Series.  "Haversack and Hardtack String Band" musical performance. Through historical 
narratives of the songs/ballads and spirituals, audiences will receive a deeper understanding of uniquely American music. 
 
Sat, July 28. 11 A.M.    Down on the Farm- Butter Churning and More. Drop in anytime between 11a.m. and 1p.m.   Learn about 
farming in the old days in Chesterfield County, through photographs and artifacts.  Then join us to churn butter as they did on the 
farm.  Family-friendly fun! 
 
Sat, August 11. 11 A.M.    Toys and Games of the Past.  Drop in anytime between 11a.m. and 1p.m.  All ages are invited to have fun 
and learn about traditional children’s playthings such as Jacob’s ladder, knucklebones and quoits.  Test your skill with the cup and 
ball, attempt to knock over all nine pins in a game of “skittles”. Make a whirligig toy to take home. This fun-filled family event will 
also present the history behind some toys and games of long ago.  
 
Thur, August 16. 11 A.M.  Sail from England to the Virginia Colony.  Explore 18th Century sailing and navigation, and discover what 
it was like to experience the long journey from England to Richmond.  Get hands-on experience in using a knot log, depth finder and 
traverse board.  Enjoy singing a sea chanty while hauling in the bow line, trying out seamanship skills at knot tying and using a ships 
bell for the time.  A family-friendly event for ages 6 and over. 
 
Sat, August 18. Magnolia Grange Free Lecture Series.  Author and historian John Maass will be speaking regarding his book The 
Road to Yorktown: Jefferson, Lafayette and the British Invasion of Virginia. He will be sharing about the British invasion of central 
Virginia in 1781 and will focus on numerous prominent Revolutionary leaders.  
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Sat, April 7. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Bermuda Hundred Campaign Tour. Transportation provided from Henricus. Space is limited. 
Wear comfortable shoes.  Henricus Historical Park, 251 Henricus Park Rd. $15 per person.  Pre-registration and payment 

required for this tour in advance. Bryan Truzzie, 751-4946 
 

Sat, April 7. Noon-1 p.m. Magnolia Grange Free Lecture Series: Diary of a Southern Solider Boy. Author H.V Traywick, 
Jr. Magnolia Grange. Details and reservations 748-1498 

 
Sat, April 14. 11 a.m. How the states got Their Shapes: The Ongoing Dispute between Virginia, West Virginia and Mar-

yland. Chesterfield County Museum. Free, Details, Pat Roble 768-7311 
 

Wed, April 25. 11 a.m. 50+ Active Lifestyle History Program: The Art & Technique of Using Natural Dyes 
Chesterfield County Museum. Free, Registrations required at least one week in advance. Details, 768-7311 

 
Fri, April 27. 10 a.m. – Noon. Home-School Program: Geocaching. Historic Trinity Church, 10111 Iron Bridge Rd. $5 per 

child, ages 6 and up.751-4946 
 

Wed, May 9. 1-3 P.M. Mother's Day Tea at Magnolia Grange. Join Debbie Phillips, Living History Interpreter for tea as she 
portrays Elizabeth Arnold Poe, American actress and the mother of the American author Edgar Allan Poe. Finger sandwiches, 

dessert and tea provided. Tours of the house will be offered and the gift shop will be open. $30 per person. Space is lim-
ited.  For details, call 796-7156. 
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