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The Messenger  

OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

January Quarterly Meeting  

Winter Buffet Luncheon 
Sunday, January 25, 2009 1:00 p.m. 

“The Ordinary” at Henricus Historical Park 
 

Please join us for our January quarterly meeting and Winter Buffet 

Luncheon, featuring traditional colonial cuisine.  The Ordinary at Henricus is 

the Historical Park‘s newly recreated tavern and the Chesterfield Historical 

Society will have the honor of being its first group event!  Convenient 

parking will be available down the service road and right behind the 

building.  Please note that seating is limited to 50 persons; therefore 

reservations are required, with $20.00/person payment.  The presentation to 

be given is entitled: The History of the Citie of Henricus and its 

Impact on the English Colony.   
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 

 the education of present and future generations 

 

 New  CHS Phone Numbers  
The Society has a new Events Reservation 

phone line for any event that does not require 

prepayment at 796-7003.  As always, for that 

personal touch, call the office directly!  By 

the time you read this, our office numbers 

should have changed to 796-7121 (main) or 

796-7191 (Holly).  The old number will 

continue to work as the new is phased in. 

 

Collections Committee Request  
If you have some Confederate money from 

states other than Virginia, the committee needs 

them for a display in April – September 2009.  

We can arrange a short-term loan.  Thanks – 

Buddy Cranford 

 

Send an e-mail to DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov and ask to be on our e-mail list.   
 

mailto:DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov
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From the President –  

2009 is shaping up to be a great year for the Society – so let‘s get it started in a 

big way!  Maybe the new year will also be a time for each of you to start or to 

increase your involvement with the Society.  One way is to send us your e-mail 

address.  It is so important.  From time to time we have announcements or 

questions we want to share with our members.  We cannot call all 600 

members, and we can‘t afford to send everyone a letter.  Everybody on our e-

mail list gets up to date information about our activities.  If you are not on it, 

you will miss out.  How about if you take the time – right now would be a good 

time,-- to send an e-mail to DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov and ask to be on 

our e-mail list.  Even if you have already done this before – please renew.   

 

I was pleased to accept, on behalf of the Society, a resolution from the County 

Board of Supervisors in our honor.  You can read it for yourself on page 12.  The 

resolution reminds me what a good partnership we have with the County 

government.  Both the Society and the County contribute to this partnership.  

Working together, we will accomplish so much in 2009.  

  

The gift shop is continuing the Christmas Sale through January 31. So come in 

and get some bargains. Lindsay Spencer has been hired to be our Saturday 

docent and she's already given three tours.  If you have guests for the weekend, 

bring them in on Saturday for a tour and meet Lindsay.   

 

I want to especially thank one of our major donors this past quarter.  Blueskies 

Environmental Associates donated $2,000 to the Military History Committee, 

provided access to computers and mapping software for the creation of  battle maps 

in the tour book, and performed a pro bono environmental assessment on land that 

we are working to get preserved near battery Dantzler.  
 
I also want to thank each of you for all you have done for the Society in 2008.  

Rachel and I wish you all a Happy New Year! 

 

From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by March 10 any submissions you 

would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net. 
 

CHS Events  
January 9, 7 pm, Winter Lecture, ―George Wythe‖ by Wythe Holt* 

January 23, 7 pm, Winter Lecture, ―Turning the War on its Ear:  Overview 

of the Critical Seven Days Battles‖ by Robert (Bob) Krick* 

January 25, 1 pm, Quarterly Members Meeting and Winter Buffet 

Luncheon at the ―Ordinary‖ at Henricus Historical Park 

February 6, 7 pm, Winter Lecture, ―Tracing African American History,‖ by 

Dr. Lauranett Lee* 

February 7, 11 am, Black History Month Lecture at Magnolia Grange, ―The 

Story of W.A. Brown, Principal of Carver High School,‖ by Thelma Bland 

Wyatt 

February 20, 7 pm, Winter Lecture, ―The Buffalo Soldiers Story,‖ by 

Msgts. John J. Nichols, George R. Grady, Sr., and Chapter President Bossie 

Bonner* 

March 6, 7 pm, Winter Lecture, ―A Mighty Endeavor, Operation 

OVERLORD, June 1944,‖ by (Ret.) Brig. Gen. John Mountcastle* 

March 20, 7 pm, Winter Lecture, ―Hidden Treasures from the Trunks of 

Mary Custis Lee,‖ by E. Lee Shepard* 

March 28, 9-2, Antiques Evaluation ―Roadshow‖ fundraiser with the 

Chester Lions at Chester Christian Church** 

*All Winter Lectures will be held in the Community Room at Lucy Corr 

Village; reservations suggested. See our website for a map. 

** need volunteers to direct folks inside.  Call the office to volunteer! 

 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
mailto:DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov
../../../../../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net


   

 CHSV Messenger #88 January 2009                    3 

Military History Committee 2008 Report 
Scott Williams 

The Military History Committee had another busy year n 2008. In 

April, the committee sponsored the Confederate Heritage Month 

program. The featured speaker was Brian Steel Wills, Professor of 

History and Philosophy and the University of Virginia- Wise. In 

May the committee assisted the John Wynn Society with the 

dedication of a monument to the men of the 1st Virginia who 

were killed during the Second Battle of Drewry's Bluff. The 

monument was dedicated at Fort Stevens Park on May 17
th

. This 

is the first monument in Chesterfield County that is dedicated to 

soldiers who were killed here during the Bermuda Hundred 

Campaign. The committee took on the task of creating a tour 

guide for the Civil War sites associated with the Bermuda 

Hundred Campaign. The book covers 26 sites in Chesterfield, 

Colonial Heights, and Hopewell. The book is expected to be 

approximately 50 pages in length and will contain battle maps and 

period photographs. The book is expected to be in print this 

spring. Members of the Committee have also served as 

representatives for the Heritage Alliance Group and are involved 

with the planning of events for the upcoming Sesquicentennial of 

the Civil War in Chesterfield County.  Committee members have 

given hundreds of hours of volunteer time at park sites and at 

Society events throughout the county.  The committee raised over 

$5,000 in 2008. These funds will be put toward the printing of the 

tour book, the 2009 Confederate Heritage Month program, and the 

installation of interpretive signs and historic markers at several sites 

in the county. Chesterfield County is fortunate to have citizens who 

are so willing to give their time, money and hard work to help 

preserve our history. Thanks again for all you have done.  

Cemetery Committee 4
th

 Quarter Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

We continue our research and have located several new cemeteries, 

both actual sites and also in deeds and plats.  We continue with 

interment card organization, death certificate transcription and 

building our obituary collection.  We were able to help out at 

Eppington Day by talking about the Epps family cemetery.  About 

150 visitors stopped in to see the graveyard that day.  Six committee 

members and 2 helpers gave a total of 406 hours this past quarter, and 

a total of  2126 volunteer hours for 2008.  

Membership Committee 4
th

 Quarter Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

CHS membership stands at 594.  We welcome nine new members 

this quarter: Mr. & Mrs. Ned Bothe (Melinda), Mr. Bob Feind, 

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Pidduck (Brigitte), Mr. & Mrs. Will Vehrs 

(Carole) and son, Cole, and Ms. Laura Woodward.  Two 

membership volunteers gave a total of 7 hours during the quarter.  

Dues notices have been sent.  Thank you to all our members for 

continued support of CHS. 

Library Committee 2008 Report 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 

This has been a very busy year in our research library at 

Castlewood.  During 2008, we welcomed over 300 visitors from 

all over the nation as well as from overseas. In addition to helping 

these patrons during our regular hours, we also received almost 

100 research requests through regular mail, email and by phone. 

Each request is unique and requires different amounts of research 

time.  To date, around 60 requests have been completed. 

Impressive as these figures are, they pale in comparison to the 

number of hours that our library volunteers have contributed – a 

stunning total of 2,453 hours! That is incredible!  Volunteers are 

the lifeblood of every society and our library volunteers prove this 

every single day.  Not only do they help patrons who walk into 

our library, but each volunteer also works on specific research 

projects and/or the maintenance of our library collections and 

records. We thank each of our volunteers for their dedication and 

support in 2008. 

Gwen Coalter maintains our Vertical File, a priceless source of 

information on Chesterfield County people, places and events in 

the form of newspaper clippings, brochures, flyers, event 

programs and more. Gwen has been a volunteer since the mid-

1980s and shows no sign of slowing down. 

Ley Diller has volunteered hundreds of hours this year helping 

patrons research their family genealogies as well as dealing with 

many of the research requests we received. In addition, Ley has 

worked many hours on several special projects:  tracing the families 

who settled at, or moved through, both Beach Station and Bermuda 

Hundred; and, researching all the families who owned the land 

which later became Pocahontas State Park. When complete, both 

these projects will be invaluable additions to our library.  

Jerry Rudd volunteers as custodian of our Picture Collection 

which includes more than 1,500 photographs, slides and even old 

―tin-type‖ pictures.  Using the latest archival supplies, Jerry 

updates and re-files these irreplaceable memoirs of our county‘s 

past. We were in the process of scanning our Picture Collection, 

but we need a volunteer to complete this project.  

Louise King is re-creating our priceless Scrapbook Collection which 

was falling apart, literally.  Each of our old scrapbooks, from the 

early days of the Museum Society in the 1970s through the formation 

of the Chesterfield Historical Society and the restoration of Magnolia 

Grange in the 1980s, is in the process of being re-formatted by Louise 

who uses only state-of-the-art archival materials. 

Fred Wise uses his skill with a digital camera to photograph the 

cover as well as the spine label of every book in our library reading 

room.  These digital pictures are subsequently added to the 

computerized database of our library Shelf List. It is a detailed and 

time-consuming project that Fred handles with endless patience. 

David Jensen joined our team of volunteers this year to undertake 

an important and very long-term special project that had been ―on 

hold‖ for years.  David is creating an index for the ‗Abstracts of 

Title Deed Searches,‘ a collection of more than 2,000 files of 

documents that fill a 5-drawer filing cabinet. When complete, this 

index will provide researchers with easy access to the history of 

ownership of practically every property in Chesterfield County 

going back to the early 1800s. 

Mike Thomas, who was already volunteering on our Board of 

Directors, recently volunteered with our library to update and 

maintain our Veterans Database, an ever-expanding list of more 

than 5,000 names and histories of Chesterfield County residents 

who have ever served in any war. This special project will become 

increasingly valuable as we approach the 150th Commemoration of 

the Civil War (2011-2015) and Mike‘s input is invaluable. 

Liess van der Linden-Brusse volunteers as coordinator of the 

Library Committee and is responsible for the accessioning of all 

items into the various library collections.  

 

Our need for volunteers is growing and we always have more 

projects than volunteers.  Please consider volunteering and call 

our library at 777-9663.  Thank you.   
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Historic Hallsborough: A Nineteenth 

Century Community 
Diane Dallmeyer 

 

Once upon a time, Chesterfield County was a network of small 

communities, each with its own flavor, personality and purpose. 

Often situated beside a railway, these communities were not far 

apart by today‘s standards, but in the days when traveling 20 

miles on horseback took half a day, they had a distinct 

―separateness‖ about them. 

We have a map we use often in the library of the 

Chesterfield Historical Society called the LaPrade map of 1888. 

Compiled from the census of 1880 and ―made by order of the 

board of supervisors‖ by surveyor J.E. LaPrade, this interesting 

map shows the homesteads and landmarks within the 

communities of the county, many of which we still know today. 

The population of Chesterfield was then 18,044, and the county 

was comprised of 296,451 acres. It was divided into two districts; 

the first district covered Manchester, Midlothian and Bermuda 

and the 

second 

included 

Clover Hill, 

Dale and 

Matoaca. 

A 

small area just 

east of the 

Powhatan line 

and north of 

Swift Creek 

was known as 

Hallsboro. A map examiner will note that there are several 

homesteads marked on the LaPrade map, as well as the Hallsboro 

Station and Tannery. Most of Chesterfield today is not familiar 

with this area of the county, but the Hallsborough Tavern stands 

as a monument to the middle and late 19th-century life in this 

area. 

The original section of the Hallsborough Tavern might 

have been constructed as early as the late 18th-century, and 

subsequent additions were made around 1832 and 1890.  The 

earliest owner of the tract was Daniel W. Michaux, a Huguenot 

descendant.  In 1810 James Howard bought the land and 

established a tavern and retail merchandise store. When he died in 

1822, his 1,400 acres and buildings were valued at $2,866. The 

next owner, Austin Spears, continued the operation of the tavern 

and made the enlargements in 1832 that allowed him to house 

more travelers. The Lynchburg stagecoach stopped there daily, 

and the tavern also functioned as a post office. There were stables 

for the stagecoach and patrons‘ horses, as well as an equipment 

shop for them on the property. 

The area began to grow and consisted of several dwelling 

houses, a large Baptist church, the tavern and store, and a school.  

Schools in those days were ―old field‖ schools, or community 

schools, so named because they were often built on land that 

couldn‘t be farmed. In Chesterfield only about 20 percent of the 

non-slave, school-aged children attended any kind of school, 

despite the availability of government subsidies, and the level of 

education accessible ranged from secondary to barely 

rudimentary. Not shown on the LaPrade map, the schoolhouse at 

Hallsboro had originally been built as a cottage for a mill 

foreman. Mr. Thomas E. Marshall was the teacher – a man with a 

Phi Beta Kappa key from Hampton Sydney College. Students sat 

on benches with no back and used planks attached to the wall for 

desks. 

Taverns were social centers for a community and served 

as anything from a one-room public meeting space to a multi-

room hotel. Some were private homes where families rented out 

rooms to travelers. Most taverns, whatever their form, served a 

vital function as a communications center for the community. 

Business deals were forged there, peddlers found customers there, 

games and sports events took place there, as well as card and dice 

games. While many taverns served more as socializing and 

drinking places, Hallsborough Tavern was more specialized as it 

served the stagecoach trade and produced more rental revenue 

than liquor revenue. Atypically, Hallsborough Tavern had no 

interior staircase, and the upstairs (like that of the Halfway House) 

could only be accessed via an outside stair. 

William A. Martin was a prominent businessman in the 

county and was probably the first commercial developer of the 

Hallsboro area. The great-grandson of a French Huguenot, Martin 

was postmaster in 1851. After the Civil War, the Martin family 

continued to run the post office and was joined in the 1870s by 

William W. Baker, who had married into the family 20 years 

before. In 1873, Baker and the Martins were engaged in farming, 

coopering (a cooper was a barrel maker) wooden barrels for flour 

and grinding ―shoe make,‖ a colloquial term for the sumac plant. 

Shoe make was used as a tanning agent, and the tannery at 

Hallsboro contributed needed capital for post-war reconstruction.  

Mr. Baker was active in politics as well, serving in the Virginia 

House of Delegates, and was instrumental in the formation of the 

Virginia Department of Health, as well as serving on the 

Richmond College (now University of Richmond) Board of 

Trustees. 

Retail stores were of vital importance to the economy of 

the county. Storekeepers lent and ―banked‖ cash and sold most of 

their goods on 

credit, with 

customers 

paying up 

their accounts 

once or twice 

a year. The 

storekeeper 

would sell 

crops on 

commission 

and barter 

with farmers 

for fresh produce. Merchants were able to sell liquor; the stores 

were gathering places in the community, and a store with a tavern 

nearby would have been an important social center, while also 

serving as a polling place. The Hallsboro store was about 16-feet 

x 32-feet and probably was originally constructed as a 

commissary to the large tannery nearby. This store featured a 

large front room where merchandise was displayed, a back room 

for storage, and a second floor for the living quarters of the 

shopkeeper. It was most likely built around the turn of the 20th 

century. The Martin and Baker families ran the store until around 

1928. 
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The post office and depot was first known as Tomahawk. 

Later, when the post office was moved from the Hallsborough 

Tavern area to the north a short way, the name was changed to 

Hallsboro.  According to Jeffrey O‘Dell‘s ―Chesterfield County 

Historic Sites and Architecture,‖ Caroline Spears, ―possibly 

disenchanted at the removal of the post office from her residence, 

protested against the duplicate use of the name.  Eventually the 

two parties reached a compromise with the respelling, Hallsboro.‖  

The depot combined a passenger waiting room and freight storage 

rooms with an uncovered wooden loading platform in front.  Both 

freight and passengers used the depot, which was demolished in 

the 1950s. 

The census of 1850 hints of an interesting human-interest 

story. Caroline Spears, who had married her husband, Austin, at 

the age of 13, survived him and inherited his property. She 

continued to run the post office and tavern after his death. She 

rented out land and slaves, administered the plantation, and was 

the legal guardian for her two young children. These were all 

unusual jobs for women in those times! She continued to run the 

estate during the Civil War and managed to hide the family silver 

in a tree stump during a raid by Union troops at Hallsboro in 

1864.  Caroline Spears died in 1897. 

Privately owned today and well-kept, the Hallsborough 

Tavern house is a fine remnant of the Chesterfield community. As 

noted in the application for the National Register of Historic 

Places, the buildings at Hallsboro are significant because they 

retain a large amount of their original architectural features and 

are an excellent example of a late 19th-century community in 

central Virginia.  

For a firsthand and wonderfully personal view of the 

families and homes of Hallsboro, visit our  library, and enjoy Ms. 

Lula Bradshaw Turpin‘s memoir, written to her cousin Dick 

Baker, in 1936, which begins, ―In order that you may have a fuller 

knowledge of your neighborhood, I am writing you in the 

following pages its history as I remember it……..‖ 

 

Donations & Acquisitions to Our Library 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse  

 
Old Photos and books, research notes, maps, newspaper 
clippings, yearbooks, brochures and other printed or digitized 
items about Chesterfield County are always welcome additions to 
our research library at Castlewood.  Please keep us in mind when 
you spring-clean your attics!  Thank you.  Liess van der Linden-
Brusse, Library Committee.  
 
The following items were added to our collection recently: 
 
The American Heritage Picture History of the Civil War, by 
Richard Ketchum, donated by Angie Wilderman. 
 
From Nancy Goodwyn Hill of Chester, we received: 
The First Annual (1912) of Chester High School --  
Commemorative Program (1919) of Chester High School --  copy 
of The Gynetrophian Record, Volume 1, Number 6, June 1886 --  
Roads & Transportation Recommendation to the Chesterfield 
Board of Supervisors by J. W. Nunnally, dated 1902 -- Three 
Civil War Letters written by Sgt. W. L. Norwood to Miss Harriett 
Hamblin (1864) --  Certificate from the Provost Marshall‘s Office 
(May 8, 1865) Six Class Photos from Chester High School (early 
1900s) --  Reflector Yearbook of 1925, Chester High School. 

Plats and legal documents on the BELCHER Family land at 9600 
Graves Road as well as various personal papers on the Belcher Family 
including birth and marriage certificates, donated by Nina Thaxter. 
 
From Margaret Reichenberg of Richmond, we received: 
1910 photo of the home of William L. & Mary (LaPrade) 
HANCOCK situated on the intersection of Hull Street Road and 
Walmsley Boulevard --  1944 photo of World War II veteran 
Marvin H. PATTESON serving in Germany and a copy of his 
Military Records -- Copies of the Military Records of World War II 
Veterans Paul E. BERGH, Charles E. BLACKBURN, Henry C. 
CALDER & Lester G. CALDER -- Copy of the Marriage License 
for Charles E. FICKE & Anna Marie BERGH (1922) -- 1905 photo 
of Lillie Mae WILKINSON, daughter of John B. Wilkinson and 
Signora Brown Wilkinson -- Two ―tin type‖ photos of Isabella 
BROWN (c.1875) and of her daughter Signora Brown Wilkinson 
(c.1892) -- Copy of the 1874 Charter for the City of Manchester -- 
1850 US Census record for Francis W. DUNAVENT -- 1920 US 
Census record for Horace L. HANCOCK. 
 
Facts & Legends of Richmond Area Streets, by Thomas Mustian 
(Hard Cover, updated 2007) 
 
Genealogies of VA Families from the William & Mary College 
Quarterly, on CD 
Hearthside Cooking, Second Edition, by Nancy Carter Crump 
 
A History of Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, donated by Rose Mallony 
BOOKER Family database on CD, donated by Jean von Schilling  
 
WYNNE Family papers including memoirs of the Civil War by 
Sarah Ann French Alsop, Elizabeth Maxwell Wynne & Eliza 
Chew French, donated by Jean von Schilling 
 
Scrapbook on Trabue’s Tavern and related documents (1960-
1975), donated by Raymond L. Scott. 
 
The History of Providence United Methodist Church 1807-200; 
200 Years – Celebrating Our Past, Present and Future, donated 
by Shirley Hudson. 
 
The Ghosts of Virginia, Volume X, by L. B. Taylor, Jr., donated 
by Pattie Grady. 
 
Scrapbooks (1974-2004) of the Bon Air Artists Association 
(BAAA), donated by Pauli Hagan on behalf of the BAAA. 
 
Framed photos of William Washington BAKER (1844-1927), 
donated by Richard Baker. 
 
Copies of a Season Ticket and (17) photos of “Sunset Beach” 
swimming and fishing lake during the 1930s, including photos of 
the LEONARD family, donated by Jacqueline Hargrave. 
 
Defining Moments, John Tyler Community College 1967-2007, 
printed by JTCC. 
 
A List of Insurance Policies on Chesterfield County Slaves, 
abstracted by Rachel Lipowicz. 
 
Guide to Virginia’s Civil War Battlefields & Sites, 2008, Volume 

XVI, published by Page One History Publications, Richmond, 

VA. 
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The Gregory Family of Rockwood 
Thurlow Gates Gregory 

 

These excerpts from the Gregory family history, which is 

available in our library, are reprinted here with permission of the 

book editor, Marcus Gregory – editor. 

 

This is the story (from the facts as I know them) of four 

generations of Gregory families of Chesterfield County, 

Virginia—and their descendants. The link between these four 

generations, aside from the surname Gregory, is that they all 

owned and/or lived on the same piece of property. 

 

Thomas Gregory (1750-1843) was a veteran of the 

Revolutionary War, a farmer, a loyal church member, and a 

champion of religious liberty. He was well respected in his 

community. He was the first known Gregory owner of ―the 

crossroads property,‖ later to become part of Rockwood Park. 

 

Captain “Big John” Gregory (1775-1836), like his father, was a 

farmer. He was a veteran of the War of 1812, a good church 

member, a magistrate and an arbitrator, an elector in a United 

States presidential campaign, and was well-beloved by those who 

knew him. ―The crossroads property‖ passed, upon his death, 

from his father to his widow and children by will. 

 

Reverend James 

Gregory (1809-1877) 
was a large tobacco 

planter, a successful 

businessman, a Baptist 

minister, and a Justice of 

the Chesterfield Court. 

He was known for his 

hospitality and 

generosity, and for his 

strong religious opinions 

and uncompromising 

views. James bought ―the 

crossroads property‖ from 

his mother and his 

brothers and sister, and 

acquired additional land, 

totaling nearly 1,000 acres. He named his plantation ―Rockwood,‖ 

and built the manor house. 

 

Rockwood Plantation  

The residence 

was on the 

northwest 

corner of the 

intersection, 

facing what 

today is Route 

360. The store 

was west of 

the residence.         

The cemetery 

is northwest 

of where the 

residence stood.  

Across 

Courthouse Road 

from the 

residence, in the 

northeast 

quadrant of the 

property, stood 

the office. The 

mill pond and 

gristmill were 

northeast of the 

office. 

The ice house 

and blacksmith shop were on the southeast quadrant of the 

property.  The cooper shop and barns were on the southwest 

quadrant of the property.   

 

Judge James Marcus 

Gregory (1841-1916) was 

an honored Civil War 

Veteran, a Judge, 

Commonwealth Attorney 

for Chesterfield County, 

and a Member of the 

Virginia State House of 

Delegates. He was a 

dependable church member 

and a highly regarded 

citizen of Chesterfield 

County and, later, of 

Richmond, Virginia. James 

Marcus was born and raised 

at Rockwood, and 

Rockwood was his home 

during the Civil War. 

 

Lillie Gates Gregory, wife of James Marcus was deeply involved 

in the cause of the Confederacy.  She was a member of the 

Virginia State Committee 

responsible for erecting the 

monument to General Robert 

E. Lee at the Arlington 

National Cemetery, and also 

served on committees 

responsible for erecting the 

Stonewall Jackson 

monument on Monument 

Avenue and the Confederate 

monument on Chesterfield 

County‘s courthouse green.  

She is buried in the Gregory 

family plot at Hollywood 

cemetery. 

 

Office 
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Spring 2009 Bus Tour through Surry County, VA 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Events Committee 

 

On Saturday, May 2nd, the Chesterfield Historical Society will 

organize a bus tour to five historic sites in Surry County.  The all-

day program will start at 9:00 a.m. when the bus leaves Castlewood 

and we should be back by late afternoon, around 6:30p.m. 

 Our first stop will be in Disputanta at Cedar Ridge, the 

beautifully restored 18th century home of Linda and Don Wells 

who have kindly offered to host us for mid-morning refreshments 

(and, yes, Don also serves on our Society Board of Directors!). 

Built in the 1700s and lived in by Colonel Avery, an officer in 

the Continental Line during the American 

Revolutionary War, Cedar Ridge is a home of very 

unusual and unique design. The frame house 

consists of two quite distinct parts. The oldest (ca. 

1700) is a story and a half house consisting of a 

front hall, a parlor and two bedchambers upstairs.  

An enclosed breezeway connects to the later house 

(ca. 1730) with its large kitchen and an upstairs 

workshop. The front porch has two wide doors 

which possibly resulted from a later addition as the 

family expanded. Throughout this restored colonial 

dwelling, you will find the original mantels, chair 

rails, wainscoting and wide plank floors typical of 

a well-established plantation.  

The next stage of the bus tour will take us 

to the town of Surry where a buffet lunch will be 

served at The Surrey House Restaurant & Country 

Inn, known since 1954 for its traditional down 

home country meals served with southern 

hospitality and a warm family atmosphere that will 

take you back to times gone by.  

After lunch, we will enjoy a private tour 

of the Surry County Historical Society, located 

nearby on Bank Street. Established in 1998, the 

Society has more than 500 members in twenty 

states.  Citizens from all over have come together 

to preserve and study Surry County‘s history 

which goes back to 1652 when Surry was formed 

from that part of James City County that lay 

southwest of the James River. 

Back on the bus, we will drive to the 

Miles B. Carpenter Museum Complex in Waverly 

which consists of three museums, a herb garden, 

art studio, country store, nature trail and an 

amphitheater.  Miles Burkholder Carpenter (1889-

1985) became a nationally known folk artist (wood 

carver).  Upon his death, he left a legacy of 

Primitive Folk Art scattered in museums and 

private homes across the country. 

Our last stop for the day will be at 

Chester, a well-preserved Southside colonial 

farmhouse surrounded by fields and woodlands. 

Chester is believed to have been built in 1773 

because one of the bricks in the chimney is 

inscribed with this date.  Ten years later, it was purchased by 

Captain Nathaniel Dunn, a member of the House of Delegates. 

Captain William Harrison purchased Chester in 1787.  Chester 

remained in the Harrison family until 1871 and was purchased by 

a Harrison descendant in 1969. Nearly all of the home‘s original 

woodwork survives on the interior. 

Please mark your calendars and join us on this tour of 

discovery through Surry County!  To reserve your seat on the bus, 

please call Diane at Castlewood, 777-9663!  The cost is $38/person, 

including lunch.  Please make your check payable to CHS and mail 

to P. O. Box 40, Chesterfield, VA 23832.  Thank you.  
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African-American Life in Chesterfield County:  

A History in Brief 
Brenda Friend Briggs 

 

The life, lifestyles, and livelihood of Chesterfield‘s oldest 

African-Americans are rooted in the institutionalized system of 

slavery, the history and traditions of Native Americans, the 

employment and mobility of people on the railroad, and the 

formal and informal structures of economics, communities, 

education, and religion.  Before, and even after the abolition of 

slavery, African-Americans lived primarily in separated systems 

until the mid 1960s when the onset of legal cases, especially at 

the U. S. Supreme Court level, mandated the integration of 

public facilities and schools.  Through it all, the operation of 

farms, plantations, factories, coalmines, mills and railroads in 

Chesterfield played a key role in the economic growth and 

development of the county.  African-Americans were great 

contributors to the successful operation of these systems.  

ETTRICK  

One of the landmarks that symbolize the life of African-

Americans in the Ettrick area was Cooley‘s store. This store was 

located close to the current train station in Ettrick and was 

operated by Henry Cooley. It was here that people kept in touch 

with each other, where they purchased their staples, where news 

was shared, and where people learned of community action that 

was needed.2  A local store was often the centerpiece of the 

community throughout the week and a highlight of Saturday 

visits for the entire family.  

Just a few years after slavery, the vision for an 

established place for educating African-Americans was 

actualized.  At the southernmost tip of Chesterfield County, far 

above the Appomattox River on a lofty hill, was a place known 

as Fleets Farm.  This farm was purchased by the government in 

1882 and eventually became what we know as Virginia State 

College.  Virginia State College was one of the early centralizing 

forces that promoted the growth and advancement of African-

Americans in Chesterfield County and in the state of Virginia.  

Virginia State 

College was, and 

continues to be, a 

land grant college, 

originally designed to 

provide specialized 

training for 

―Negroes.‖3.  It has 

been the only four-

year college in 

Chesterfield County 

for over a century 

and continues to hold 

the distinction of the 

only predominantly 

African-American 

land grant college in 

the Commonwealth 

of Virginia.  It was 

founded in 1881 and its first name was Virginia Normal and 

Collegiate Institute.  In 1902 the name was changed to Virginia 

Normal and Industrial Institute, and after much growth, the name 

was again changed in 1946 to Virginia State College, also known 

as Virginia State College for Negroes.   Subsequently, the name 

became Virginia State University, with the attainment of 

university status. The university now offers degrees in the most 

progressive academic areas, including a doctoral program.  

In the heart of the aftermath of slavery, Virginia State 

College served as the heartbeat of the educational community as 

students from throughout Virginia traveled to the Virginia State 

campus to complete high school, attend trade school, take a two-

year teacher training program, or complete a basic education 

course.  Virginia 

State also became 

an employer for 

many African-

Americans.  

Inspired by the 

opportunities of 

her work 

environment, 

Mrs. Martha 

Mason Hill, a 

long time maid at the college, used money she earned at Virginia 

State to educate seven of her own children and two grandchildren, 

and to help many other students as well.  Through the efforts of 

Mrs. Hill and others like her, Virginia State College had an 

expansive impact on the community at large and the subsequent 

positive economic status of African-Americans in Chesterfield. 4 

Just north of the Virginia State University campus is a 

community center, currently named the Mayes-Colbert 

Community Center.  This center is named in part for Colonel 

Jesse Mayes, a military professor and the first African-American 

to serve on the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors.  Mr. 

Mayes served on the County‘s Board for two four-year terms from 

the beginning of 1984 to the end of 1991.  The Ettrick-Matoaca 

area is also the location of several historically Black churches and 

schools.  The churches include Union Grove, Union Branch, 

Shiloh, Community Independent, and Oak Grove.  Elementary 

schools no longer in operation in that section of the County are 

Union Grove, Union Branch and Dupuy Elementary.
5
 

WALTRALL / PORT WALTHALL 

Following the path of the railroad, one can leave Chesterfield 

County momentarily, cross over US 1 & 301, and travel through 

Colonial Heights over Swift Creek and back into Chesterfield to 

an area generally referred to as Port Walthall or the Happy Hill 

Road area.6  In this area the Swift Creek Mill was the place for 

farmers to carry their grain and corn to be ground for feed for 

farm animals.  Many African-American farmers used the mill.  

Since ―running water‖
7
 was not a part of the infrastructure of 

some homes, the tributaries from the creek provided a water 

source for many surrounding families.  The Swift Creek Mill is 

currently a playhouse and dinner theater.  The creek is as vibrant 

as ever, with rushing waters within sound and view. 

The first African-American church visible from the 

railroad track is Bethesda Baptist Church, now known as Bethesda 

Full Gospel Baptist Church, located on Woods Edge Road.  It is 

reported that the Bethesda Church was founded by local African-

American community leaders and was initially part of the Gillfield 

Baptist Church in Petersburg.  About one mile east of Bethesda is 

the Mt. Minnis Cemetery, at one time a large, independent 

Mt. Minnis 

Cemetery 

Union Branch 

Baptist Church 
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African-American cemetery named for its donor, Mr. Austin 

Minnis.  

In the entire history of Chesterfield County there is only 

one public school named for an African-American woman.  This 

school, Marguerite F. Christian Elementary School was named 

for Marguerite Friend Christian who was an elementary 

supervisor and an instrumental force in ensuring a smooth 

transition from segregation to integration in the public schools.  

Mrs. Christian retired from Chesterfield schools in 1976, and 

lived in the Bellwood area near the plantation where her 

grandfather, Milton Friend, worked and lived as a freed slave. 

North of the Woods Edge Road exit of 1-95, the railroad track 

bends westward across US 1 & 301 and heads toward Chester.  

North of the overpass on US 1 and 301 was the site of Colbrook 

Inn, a motel and restaurant, and just a mile farther north was the 

Motel Chesterfield Complex, a motel, restaurant, service station, 

and night club.  These two Black-owned establishments placed 

Chesterfield in a special relationship with African-Americans 

who were traveling the north-south corridor.8 

Historically, the railroad had other arteries and points of 

connection to Midlothian and the Bermuda Hundred areas.  

However, except for industrial use, at the present time the only 

passenger service north and south between Petersburg and 

Richmond is the Amtrak.  The Amtrak leaves Ettrick and continues 

into what was known as the Manchester, or south side, of Richmond 

and across the James River into the Staples Mill section of Henrico.  

The remnants of other rail beds can be seen throughout the county, 

especially in areas leading to Midlothian and Bermuda Hundred.
9
 

CHESTER 

Chester, Virginia was in many ways the centerpiece of activity 

between Richmond and Petersburg, and was the connecting point 

for the rail to other parts of Chesterfield County, especially 

Midlothian and Bermuda Hundred.  Journeying between 

Richmond and Petersburg on the train from Chester, one can see 

the many homes that are symbols of the rich history of the area.  

At the railroad crossing in the village of Chester, Curtis Street is 

the location of the home place of Mr. James White.  Mr. White 

was one of the founding officials of the First Baptist Church 

Centralia, and for whom the James White Bible Class is named.  

Just minutes away from this central point in Chester are several 

African-American congregations.  To the west are Second 

Baptist and Zion A.M.E. churches.  To the east of Chester are Mt. 

Pleasant Baptist, historic First Baptist Bermuda Hundred founded 

in 1850, and Zion Hill, which later became an Apostolic church 

and was recently razed to make way for a new shopping center. 

A significant connecting point in the history of Chester 

and of Chesterfield County is that only one high school in the 

entire county served all African-American high school students 

from 1948 to 1970.  It was the George Washington Carver High 

School located on Route 10 in Chester.10  Until 1995 Carver was 

the only school in Chesterfield County named for an African-

American.11  During segregation and after the consolidation of 

D. Webster Davis12 and Hickory Hill High School, there was no 

other high school in Chesterfield that educated African-

Americans.  Students often left home at 5:00 a.m. to walk many 

miles to reach a bus line to get to school by 9:00 a.m.13  While 

the long walks through inclement weather and lonely roads were 

a hardship, having one unifying high school created a backdrop 

for many longstanding friendships among several generations of 

African-Americans in Chesterfield County.  Today Chester also 

has the educational resource of John Tyler Community College.  

CENTRALIA 

Just north of Chester is Centralia.  Centralia was once a hub of 

homes and small community stores.  It was one of the stops on 

the rail where people received their mail, bought staples and 

made connections to other parts of the county.  It was, and 

continues to be, the 

location of the 

historic First 

Baptist Church, 

Centralia.  This 

church was 

established in 1867, 

just two years after 

slavery was 

abolished.  The 

front of the church 

faces the railroad 

and the church is 

accessed from 

Centralia Road by a 

service road.  For 

many years this 

church had the 

distinction of 

having the largest 

congregation of 

African-Americans 

in the county.  Because of its unique architectural style, the 

church is featured and described in detail in Chesterfield 

County‘s history book on architecture and historic sites.
14

  For 40 

years the church was pastored by Dr. Samuel Moss Carter, a 

Yale graduate and former dean of the School of Religion at 

Virginia Union University.  The outdoor baptismal pool is still 

maintained as a historic feature of the church. 

Adjacent to the church is the site of a local store that 

was also the post office for Centralia.  Children attending the 

church often walked to the store and witnessed the train 

conductor toss the mailbag toward the store and post office.  On 

occasion the children would cross the tracks toward Chester 

Road to buy candy and other items from Trent‘s Store operated 

by an African-

American, Mr. Guy 

Trent and his 

family, members of 

First Baptist 

Church, Centralia. 

In the Centralia 

area, two other 

railroad beds are 

still evident, both 

north and south of 

the current Rt. 288, a highway that displaced the homes of many 

African-American families.  Sprinkled along Centralia Road, a 

major travel road, are several homes of African-Americans, such 

as the Patron and Branch families, who have long histories with 

the historic church and with the history of Chesterfield.  The seat 

of Chesterfield‘s government is accessed by traveling from 

Centralia Road west to Route 10 near the Courthouse Complex.  

From Route 10, Courthouse and Beach Roads lead to much of 

the interior of the County.  Some of these areas were previously, 

but not currently accessible by rail.  African-American churches 

First Baptist Church of Centralia 

Centralia 

Post Office 
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still serve as centerpieces of several longstanding African-

American communities.  Among these churches are Brown 

Grove Baptist, Spring Creek Baptist and Tabernacle Baptist.  

Chesterfield‘s oldest African-American church is reported to be 

the First Baptist Church of Midlothian located in the village of 

Midlothian.   

Just a few hundred yards to the east of the rail in Centralia stands 

a brick engraved historical marker commemorating the Milton 

Friend family.  

Milton Friend, a 

freed slave, was 

one of the 

officials of the 

historic First 

Baptist Centralia.  

His spirit is still 

felt in the area as 

a large number 

of his 

descendants 

continue to live 

on land that he 

purchased as a freed slave.  A part of this land was also a 

battlefield during the Civil War.  Near this field, and just a few 

feet from the rail, was Friend‘s Store, a community store that 

served the segregated community.  The Kingsland Elementary 

School once stood on this larger plot of land.  In recent years, 

however, the county razed the school to build a new fire station.  

Kingsland Elementary School served students from central and 

eastern Chesterfield and was a significant gathering place for 

African-Americans before the Bermuda School was built on 

Woods Edge Road.15  Students who attended Kingsland 

Elementary recall walking to Mrs. Hattie Jefferson‘s Store nearby 

for candy and dill pickles during a break from their lessons. 

BELLWOOD  

The Defense General Supply Center of Richmond, commonly 

known as ―Bellwood‖ has been a large employer of African-

Americans in Chesterfield County.  It is reported that at one time 

the majority of the employees at Bellwood were African-

American, perhaps as many as 70 percent.  This federal military 

facility was established during World War II to handle the 

supplies needed for the armed forces.  The large parcel of land, 

nearly 1,000 acres, was a farm with a manor house built by Mr. 

Richard Gregory in the late 1790s.  The mansion later became 

the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bellwood until about 1924 when Mr. 

Bellwood died.  Mr. Bellwood was an avid farmer with an 

unusual combination of crops and elk.  Elk still roam the grounds 

of the facility today.  African-Americans contributed 

significantly to the success of the farm.  A burial ground on the 

facility has been verified to be the resting place of several 

African-Americans.  The manor house has been restored and 

professional and social groups affiliated with the military 

installation choose the house, now known as the Bellwood 

Officer‘s Club, for their functions and activities.  While the 

number of African-American employees at the Defense Supply 

Center of Richmond is reported to be decreasing, the military 

establishment is still a major employer in the Bellwood area.16 

DREWRY’S BLUFF - FALLING CREEK  

Drewry‘s Bluff was a major stop on the railway in the early 

development of Chesterfield County.  It was one of the train 

stops closest to the City of Richmond, and many residents used 

the rail to take advantage of the economic, social, and cultural 

activities of Richmond.  The Drewry‘s Bluff battle is well known 

in the history of the Civil War and African-Americans had a 

definite presence in the war.  Winding through the bluffs where 

battles were fought is Falling Creek, one of the tributaries of the 

James River.  The rail crosses the creek less than a mile from the 

cross point of the James River and Chippenham Parkway.  The 

James River was the main waterway for the transport of slaves, 

masters, and cargo.  Many African Americans traveled this 

waterway in and out of Richmond. 

HICKORY HILL  

During the early 1930s and l940s the Hickory Hill High School, 

located on Terminal Avenue near Richmond, was a significant 

institution for African-Americans in Chesterfield.  While this 

school facility later became a part of the annexed section of 

Richmond, it was the only high school in the northern section of 

the county, and thus was a major gathering place and source of 

contact and collaboration regarding the educational development 

and advancement of African-Americans in the county.  Before 

Carver High School was built and opened in 1948, Hickory Hill 

served as both a high school and an elementary school in the 

northern end of the county.  On the southern end of the county, 

most high school students attended D. Webster Davis, a part of 

the Virginia State College campus.  With the opening of Carver 

High, Hickory Hill High School and D. Webster Davis were 

consolidated into the one high school in Chesterfield County.  

Hickory Hill continued to operate as an elementary school. 

Today the building serves as a community and event center. 

To the west of the rail crossing at Terminal Avenue was Hill‘s 

Florist, a thriving African-American business for many years.  

Hill‘s Florist was one of a few African-American businesses of 

its kind and it supplied flowers for many professional groups and 

churches.  This business establishment had rows of flowers and 

greenhouses on its grounds, which could be seen from the rail.  

Just west of Hill‘s Florist on Terminal Avenue was Ebenezer 

A.M.E Church and to the south on Bells Road was Mt. Olive 

Baptist Church, both African-American congregations.  

THE McGUIRE HOSPITAL  

From the intersection of Terminal Avenue and Broad Rock Road, 

one can see the magnificent view of the McGuire Veterans 

Hospital, now a modern federal hospital.  In years past the 

hospital was known for its barracks, which have now been 

removed and replaced with modern structures.  African-

Americans are employed in great numbers at this facility, and 

veterans are served in great numbers there for both routine 

medical care and for war and military service related injuries.  

McGuire has several special care units that bring veterans from 

all over the world for special medical care.  

THE BRICKYARD [Southside Builders Supply] 

The Brickyard, just north of McGuire Hospital, symbolizes one 

of the many trades or crafts of African-American males.  In 

Chesterfield are many established residential neighborhoods with 

homes primarily of brick. Their owners, relatives, or friends built 

many of these homes a few generations ago, using their expertise 

as brick masons.  The brickyard has been the source of supplies 

for African-Americans for many decades.  A brick mason or 

bricklayer was a well-respected profession for an African-

American male. 

First Baptist 

Church of 

Midlothian 
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JAHNKE ROAD-FOREST HILL As one journeys through the 

Belt Boulevard, Jahnke Road, Granite, Gravel Hill, Forest Hill, 

and Stratford Hills areas, there are reminders of what used to be 

Chesterfield County.  African-American churches in this area 

continue to symbolize the presence of significant communities 

and families that have continued to live in this former section of 

Chesterfield.  Among the churches are First Union Baptist, Mt. 

Gilead, Gravel Hill Baptist, Mt. Nebo Baptist, United Baptist, 

and Mt. Sinai.  Farther west into the county were other churches 

that were a part of a union of churches called The Sunday School 

Union. This 

union met on 

fifth Sundays 

at different 

churches 

throughout the 

county.  

From 

this northern 

part of the 

county, one 

can see that 

children from 

this far distance at the south side of the James River near Byrd 

Park and the Carillon actually were required to travel all the way 

to Chester to get a high school education.  By like manner, 

students traveled from the borders of Amelia, Powhatan, 

Hopewell, Petersburg and Dinwiddie to get to Chester for a high 

school education.  Upon the onset of integration and annexation, 

many former Chesterfield residents began attending Huguenot 

High School and other facilities, such as the Grange Hall High 

School for a short time, near Amelia.  However, Chesterfield‘s 

geography and limited resources for African-Americans 

contributed to the closeness of its people.  Prior to annexation the 

county was bordered on nearly three sides by water from the 

James and Appomattox Rivers. 

CHESTERFIELD AND WESTWARD TOWARD AMELIA  

The crossing at Jahnke Road is only a about a mile from the 

Chippenham Hospital.  Chippenham Hospital was, and continues 

to be, an employer and service provider for many African-

Americans.  Several areas that are very important to the history 

of Chesterfield cannot be seen and are not in close proximity to 

the current passenger rail line.  Among these areas are 

Midlothian, Winterpock, Hallsboro, Grange Hall, and points 

westward toward the Amelia and Powhatan lines.  These areas 

are also rich in the history of African-Americans but are not 

being discussed herein as a part of the current rail tour.   

SUMMARY  

From the far east ends of Chesterfield at Hopewell and Bermuda 

Hundred, the far south end at Ettrick and Matoaca, and the 

western part at Amelia through Skinquarter, Winterpock, 

Hallsboro, Midlothian, and northward at the Richmond line at the 

James River, African-Americans learned to share though the few 

existing systems and infrastructures available to them, including 

businesses, schools, churches, railroad and streetcars.  Many 

connections and close associations among friends and families 

were established generations ago.  These associations and 

affiliations continue to thrive in families and communities today 

throughout Chesterfield County and far beyond its borders.  In spite 

of challenges, the segregated aspects of the county‘s infrastructure 

gave African-Americans many gifts.  Among them were:  

•  The opportunity to learn and develop a trade, such as 

carpentry, brick masonry, welding, and auto mechanics 

•  The opportunity to meet, greet, and organize at community-

focused stores throughout the county 

•  The opportunity to be educated together during segregation in 

one countywide centralized location for secondary school 

•  The opportunity to form relationships that became the 

foundation for long standing friendships among students, 

teachers, and their families for years to come 

The rail has played a vital role in the life of African-Americans, 

―underground and above ground.‖  It was a means to access the 

services to sustain a livelihood and a more suitable lifestyle for 

African-Americans who were systematically isolated from the 

resources of 

mainstream society.  

Today, the rail is 

one way to glimpse 

some of the 

challenges, 

lifestyles, and 

accomplishments of 

African-Americans 

from an inside view 

of the landscape of 

Chesterfield County.  It is an opportunity to celebrate the history of 

African-Americans in the County, in Virginia and in the world. 

 
1  The study of the history of African-Americans in Chesterfield County 

is an on-going research project of Legal Resources for the Community 

by Brenda Friend Briggs.  The African-American Rail Trail Tour is one 

of many creative projects emerging from this study.  Other projects 

include The History of Bermuda Hundred:  A Minority View; 

Preserving and Restoring African–American History; and Eco-Systems 

for Blacks During Segregation, currently being researched and written. 

2  See the picture of Cooley‘s store in the book Chesterfield County.  

Early Architecture and Historic Sites. by Jeffrey M. O‘Dell, 1983. 

3  The term ―Negroes‖ referred to persons of Negroid stock, usually 

descendants of Africa.  Since the late 1880s this same ethnic group has been 

called ―Colored‖, ―Black‖, and now ―African-American or ―person of color.‖  

4  The Martha Mason Hill Memorial Foundation was named in her 

honor. This foundation awards a scholarship annually to a high school 

graduate to carry on her legacy. 

5  Pictures of these elementary school students are featured in the 1961 

Yearbook for Carver High School. 

6  Colonial Heights is a township that had no African-America residents 

until recent decades.  With African-Americans residing in two adjacent 

sections of Chesterfield, Colonial Heights took many years before 

housing and other services were made available to African-Americans.  

7  ―Running water‖ was a term used to describe a feature of a home or 

building that had a plumbing system to the home or building for the supply 

and use of water.  Many African-Americans did not have electricity or 

plumbing in their homes until well into the 1970s, and some much later.  

8  Prior to the mid 1960s, US 1 & 301 was the main artery for travel on the 

east coast.  There were few motels and very limited public accommodations 

for African-Americans.  Those that did exist were usually extremely 

substandard and were marked ―For Colored,‖ or ―For Colored Only.‖ 

9  See the map of three major railways, featured on page 124 of The 

History and Geography of Chesterfield County, Virginia, 1981, 1982, 

published by Chesterfield County Public Schools. 

10  The school is officially named for George Washington Carver, the 

renowned African-American scientist who died in1943.  Mr. Carver 

discovered over 300 uses of the peanut, and several uses for sweet potatoes. 

11  In the history of Chesterfield‘s educational system there are two 

schools named for African-Americans:  George Washington Carver and 

Marguerite Friend Christian.  

Mt. Nebo 

Baptist 

Church  
Gravel Hill 

Baptist 

Church  
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12  D. Webster Davis was a high school located on the grounds of the 

Virginia State College campus.  

13   During this period African- American students who were required 

to attend Carver High School lived in every section of Chesterfield 

ranging from Stratford Hills, Midlothian Turnpike, Midlothian village, 

Hallsboro, Winterpock, Matoaca, Ettrick, Enon, Bermuda Hundred, 

Kingsland, Drewry‘s Bluff, and Falling Creek.  After the annexation of 

part of Chesterfield into Richmond in later years, some of the siblings of 

Carver students attended Richmond Public Schools.  After forced 

integration, some former Carver students were assigned to Grange Hall, 

now an elementary school, and graduated. 

14  The original church edifice was destroyed by arsonists in the late 

1990s. However the pastor and members rebuilt the church in its 

original style using the labor and expertise of church members and 

friends from the community.  Today the edifice is used for auxiliary 

church functions and as an event center.  Its interior is flanked with 

expansive sections of wood and stained glass windows. 

15  The Bermuda Elementary School was built in 1954 and is no longer 

in operation.  The building still stands at the intersection of Lawing 

Drive and Woods Edge Rood.  In recent years the building has been 

used for a number of special programs of the public schools. 

16  According to public information regarding the numbers of African-

American employees at Bellwood, the re-organization of operations at 

the facility has resulted in a shift in these numbers. 

© Legal Resources for the Community, B. Friend Briggs, November 2004  

 

Research Projects  
A new project evolved from our July quarterly meeting at Kim and 

John Hughes‘ national landmark site, Beach Station.  By working 

in cooperation with officials at Pocahontas State Park, this CHS 

member-couple have enriched their own project and enhanced our 

knowledge of county history.  Since the Hughes‘ have the old 

Beach Station postal building on their site, we have discovered this 

county‘s only existing original building from the Victorian era.  

We are asking YOU to take the time to share any memories you 

might have.  It was a forty-mile route.  Do you know anyone who 

lived within the area?  We do not yet have a map, but the 1930 

census is helping us find families.  However, the street names, i.e. 

Grassey Lane, are a mystery.   It would be great if every one of our 

members could share a tidbit of memory….like making a stitch of 

a soon-to-be-created fabric.  In your busy lives, just a few minutes 

putting ink to paper will help the memory from being lost. 

 Our library is comprised of much of our members‘ lives -

- journals, typed vignettes of ancestor‘s lives, letters, Bible records, 

etc.  We even have a few taped interviews.  While alive, we 

seldom realize the importance of recording the activities of our 

heroes.  We have a huge photo collection, which helped to create 

the recent Images of America, Chesterfield County book.  Yet we 

don‘t have a photograph of the old Richmond Hotel on Belmont 

Road or a picture of the Kingsland School on Chester Road or of 

the lake that was adjacent to I95 at Route 10.  These three requests 

were submitted to our office for research in the past year and our 

volunteers were not able to fulfill them.  Yet someone, somewhere, 

has a photo to complete these queries.  If any of you enjoy 

scrapbooking, we have a fun project for you!  - Ley Diller 
 

Out On A Limb... 
Happy New Year,  researchers!  I hope that you and your families 

had a wonderful holiday. Do you watch programs on the History 

Channel or your local NPR station when they interview people 

who were involved in an event or are featured in an oral history 

project? Their recollections add such color and life to a usually dry 

bones story. If you were able to get together with family members 

during the holidays, remember to write down what  you heard and 

save them for the future. Your stories and those of your parents 

and grandparents are very important. Think of these stories as your 

personal oral history project. There are books published also that 

are designed to be filled with those tales that only Grandma and 

Grandpa know. Those nuggets of information that are passed along 

are fun and entertaining and sometimes very important in your 

future research. If you are interested in getting started on your 

family history or if you would like to come to the Historical 

Society library in the evening, please give Diane a call. She will let 

us know you are planning to come. If you would like to volunteer 

on Wednesday evenings, please let me know. We have reserved 

Wednesday evenings at Castlewood from 7 pm to 9 pm to be open 

so that we can assist you.      -  Angie Wilderman 

 

RECOGNIZING THE CHESTERFIELD 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR ITS 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESERVATION OF 

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY’S HISTORY 
WHEREAS, the Chesterfield Historical Society was established in 

1981 and serves as the center for Chesterfield County history; and 

WHEREAS, its purposes are to collect, preserve, interpret and 

promote the county‘s unique past for the education of present and 

future generations; and 

WHEREAS, the Historical Society provides quality lectures, 

programs and events that perpetuate Chesterfield‘s rich history; and 

WHEREAS, a collection of over 4,000 artifacts and 15,000 

books, manuscripts, photographs and maps are maintained by the 

Historical Society; and 

WHEREAS, the Historical Society‘s Research Library serves as 

the predominant resource for cemetery records, local history and 

genealogical research; and 

WHEREAS, the Cemetery Committee has documented and 

researched over 500 cemeteries in Chesterfield County; and 

WHEREAS, the Military History Committee is dedicated to 

assisting the County to obtain, maintain and interpret 

Chesterfield County‘s Civil War sites and conducts research on 

all local war history; and 

WHEREAS, the Bermuda Hundred Committee obtained 

National Register of Historic Places status for the Bermuda 

Hundred site in 2006; and 

WHEREAS, the publication entitled ―The Messenger‖ is 

published quarterly by the Society to educate its members on 

local historical topics of interest and upcoming events. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chesterfield 

County Board of Supervisors, this 19th day of November 2008, 

publicly recognizes the Chesterfield Historical Society for its 

significant achievements to the preservation and proliferation of 

Chesterfield County history, extends its gratitude and appreciation 

on behalf of all Chesterfield County residents, and offers best 

wishes in the Historical Society‘s continued efforts to protect, 

preserve and promote Chesterfield County‘s historic resources. 

Arthur S. Warren, Chairman
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Elliott Grays, Co. I, 6
th

 Virginia Infantry 

 Mahone’s Brigade, A.P. Hill Corps   C.S.A.    
Ruth D. Snead  Elliott Grays Chapter #1877 U.D.C.  

 
Part One appeared in the October 2008 issue of the Messenger- editor 

.   

Elliott Grays Co. I, 6th Virginia Infantry 

 
Aurelis A. Adams- b. 1838-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Adams, Marcus L.- b. 1835-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-buried 

Maury Cem.  

Adams, Motier Snead- b. 10/13/1841 enlisted 5/19/1861 Manchester-

died 3/25/1926 -buried Maury Cem.   

Anderson, George Cumberland- b. 2/11/1834-enlisted 3/11/1862-8/30/62 

wounded 2nd Manassas- 5/12/1864 Spotsylvania Courthouse-7/30/1864 

wounded Crater-2/6/1865 POW Hatchers Run-7/20/1920 died-buried Maury 

Cem.  Anderson, William J.- b. 1837-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Baird, James Samuel- b. 10/16/1838-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-

died 12/5/1913-buried Maury Cem. 

Baker, William O.-enlisted 3/12/1862 Fort Nelson- 6/03/1862- 

6/3/1862 POW Cornell Co., Va. 

Barnes, George-enlisted 3/21/1862 Richmond-discharged underage 6/1/1862 

Bass, George B.- b. 1837-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Bass, Leigh M.- b. 1843-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-discharged 

underage 10/31/1862 

Bass, William F.- b. 1835-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-8/19/1864 

wounded Weldon R.R. 

Baugh, George Washington-enlisted 3/12/1862 Richmond 

Baugh, Robert A.- b. 1845- enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond-7/1/1862 

wounded Malvern Hill-5/3/1863 Chancellorsville-10/27/1864 POW 

Burgess Mill-died 1/1/1921- buried Maury Cem.      

Belcher, James H.- b. 1827-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-9/16/1862 

transferred to the Navy       

Blasal, J. N.-buried Oakwood Cem., Richmond 

Bossieux, Louis F.- b. 1840-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-Captain 

Elliott Grays-8/27/1862 -Absent Surgical Certificate assign light duty-

4/4/1863 resigned  

Bowman, William B.- b. 1842-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester  

Bradley, William-enlisted 3/12/1862 Richmond 

Brockwell, Josiah D.- b. 1836-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-4/9/1865 

paroled at Appomattox 

Brooks, George W.-enlisted 6/15/1861 Manchester 

Brooks, William T.-enlisted 6/15/1861 Manchester 

Browder, George W.- b. 1843-enlisted 6/13/1861 Manchester 

Browder, Joel W.-enlisted 8/14/1861-Manchester-died 4/27/1863- 

disease-Richmond  

Browder, Thomas W.-enlisted 3/17/1862-Richmond-4/9/1865 paroled 

at Appomattox 

Browder, William E.- b. 1839-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-4/9/1865 

paroled at Appomattox 

Brown, Richard C.- b. 1839-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Brown, Thomas F. 

Burns, Thomas H.-enlisted 3/20/1862 Richmond. Va.-7/1/1862 

wounded Malvern Hill 

Carr, John J.- b. 1843-enlisted 6/25/1861 Fort Nelson-buried 

Massanutten Cem.- Woodstock, Va. 

Caudle, William- b. 1824-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-8/15/1862 

discharged overage  

Cersley, John Avery- b. 11/19/1835-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester- 

9/25/1864 wounded Petersburg-Died 1/10/1877-buried Maury Cem. 

Cersley, James W.- b. 1840-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Cersley, Thomas Bental- b. 1841 enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester- 

5/12/1864 POW Spotsylvania Courthouse 

Chandler, Eldridge- b. 1836- enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-5/3/1863 

wounded Chancellorsville POW 4/3/1865 Jackson Hospital 

Chaney, William J.-enlisted 5/9/1863 Pittsylvania Co., Va. 

Childress, Andrew- b. 1828-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Cochrane, Robert H.- b. 1836-enlisted 2/24/1862 Richmond-9/26/1862 POW 

Loudon Co.5/20/1864 mortally wounded in action Spotsylvania Court House 

Condrey, Robert Y.-enlisted 3/13/1862 Richmond-4/9/1865 paroled at 

Appomattox 

Cook, William-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond 

Corey, Thomas J.-enlisted 3/18/1862 Richmond-7/14/1863 POW 

Falling Waters, Md.-7/30/1864- Killed in Action-Crater 

Cottrell, John T.  b. 1822-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-discharged 

8/15/1862 -overage 

Cottrell, Richard- b. 1836-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-4/6/1865 

POW Burkeville, Va.-died 1/26/1891-buried Maury Cem. 

Coyne, James- b. 1832-enlisted 5/10/1861 Manchester 

Craig, James Delapse- b. 1838- enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-died 

1901-buried Hollywood Cem. 

Craig, James W.- b. 1841-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-7/1/1862 

wounded Malvern Hill 

Craig, William D.- b. 1842-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-10/27/1864 

POW Burgess Mill- 4/9/1865 paroled at Appomattox  

Crawford, Benjamin-7/30/1864 killed in action-Crater  

Crawford, William T.- b. 1843- enlisted 6/25/1861 Fort Nelson- 

Musician-4/30/1862 discharged underage 

Crofield, Benjamin-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond-7/30/1864 killed in 

action-Crater 

Crow, Thaddeus W.- b. 1830- enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester, Va. – 

5/3/1863 lost right arm Chancellersville-5/04/1904 died 

Day, Walter- b. 1832-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester, Va.  

Dillion, Jesse-conscript 2/12/1863 Franklin Co., Va.-7/4/1863 POW 

Gettysburg, Pa.-4/2/1865 POW  

Duck, John-conscript 4/30/1863 Isle of Wright, Va. 

Edmunds, James H. -  b. 1842-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-5/12/1864 

wounded Spotsylvania Courthouse-10/27/1864 Burgess Mill – died 

3/10/01 buried Oakwood Cem. 

Eggers, Henry D.- b. 1839-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-11/11/1862 

transferred to the Navy      

Eggers, John E.- b. 1841- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-11/11/1862 

transferred to the Navy       

Evans, William- b. 1840-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-died 6/27/1915-

buried in Maury Cem.- 

Ferguson, Moses Francis- b. 1836-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester,  

Fernandez, John-enlisted 3/9/1862 Fort Nelson 

Ferrin, William- b. 1846-enlisted 2/25/1862 Richmond 

Fitzgerald, Alexander- b. 1839-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-died 

11/22/1882-buried in Maury Cem.      

Fitzgerald, Henry- b. 1832- enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Fitzgerald, J. B. - 

Foster, Michael- b. 1832- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Foster, William- b. 1841- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Franklin, Henry W.- b. 1839- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Franklin, James E.- b. 1837- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond  

Freeman, James-  

Fuqua, R.H.-4/9/1865 paroled at Appomattox 

Garber, William H.- b. 1836- enlisted 7/28/1863 Manchester-died 

9/8/1917 buried in Maury Cem. 

Gentry, James Alexander- b. 12/12/1840-enlisted 5/19/1862 

Manchester-5/6/1864 wounded Wilderness – POW Bermuda Hundred-

died 7/16/1893 

Gill, Emmett- b. 1841- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Gross, Greenberry- b. 1845- died 2/14/1929 buried Hollywood Cem., 

Richmond 

Hackley, Robert J.- b. 1840-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Hardgrove, Parker- b. 1842- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-4/9/1865 

paroled at Appomattox 

Harding, John W.- b. 1822-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-7/14/1863 

POW Falling Waters, Md.- 5/12/1864 POW Spotsylvania Courthouse  

Holland, Michael- b. 1836- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Hancock, M. F. 
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Hancock, Robert J.- b. 1840-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-5/10/1864 

wounded Spotsylvania Courthouse-died 10/24/1891-buried in Loudon 

Park Cem., Baltimore, Maryland. 

Harrison, John H.- b. 1841-enlisted 4/16/1862 Fort Nelson 

Helden, William-5/3/1863 Killed in action Chancellersville  

Hickey, James W.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Holland, Michael- b. 1836- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-POW Burgess 

Mill-Died 10/24/1891 Loudon Park Cem., Baltimore, Maryland 

Jennings, Elijah- b. 1834-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond Jeter, John E. 

Jett, John E.- b. 1829-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Johnson, Richard- b. 1838-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Johnson, William-enlisted 3/12/1862 Richmond 

Jones, Thomas W.- b. 1835-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-7/14/1863 

POW Falling Waters Maryland-10/27/1864 POW Burgess Mill died 

1/30/1895-buried Maury Cem., Richmond 

Jordon, Albert- b. 1835- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Jordon, Henry Anderson- b. 1839-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond – 

6/21/1862 wounded Charles City Road -1st man wounded in 6th VA   

Jordan, Henry- b. 1818-enlisted 2/24/1862 Richmond-died 7/9/1899 

buried Hollywood Cem., Richmond    

Kidd, Lewis- transferred to the Navy 

Kidd, William H.-b. 1840- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-transferred to Navy 

Lebrich, Ezra Z.-5/15/1863 conscript Nelson Co., Va. – 8/24/1864 

wounded near Petersburg  

Lester, William E. -Enlisted 3/9/1862 Fort Nelson, Norfolk, Va.-

8/7/1863 POW Warrenton-11/14/1862  Transferred to Navy 

Lipscomb, Benjamin F. –  b. 1821-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond – died 

11/4/1902 buried Hollywood Cem. 

Lipscomb, Conrad- b. 1823-enlisted 8/9/1861 Richmond 

Lovell, William G.-enlisted 3/12/1861 Richmond  

Lufsey, Richard- b. 1830-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Mann, Emmett T.- b. 1838-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-4/9/1865 

paroled at Appomattox 

Marx, Alexander –  b. 1837-enlisted 5/9/1961 Richmond 

Marx, Henry-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond 

Marx, Soloman-enlisted 5/10/1861 Manchester  Maxey, J. H. 

Maxey, Joseph L. –  b. 1828- enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond – 5/3/1863 

wounded Chancellorsville 

Marxley, John-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond 

May, William N.- b. 1838-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester  

Michaelo, William N.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Moore, Charles F.-enlisted 5/10/1862 Richmond 

Moore, James D.-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond 

Moore, Joseph S.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-killed at Spotsylvania 

Court House 

Moore, Junius W.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Richmond-8/26/1862 killed in 

Action skirmish on Rappahannock River near Warrenton Springs, Va. 

Morgan, Charles Emmet-enlisted 5/1/1862 Fort Nelson 

Mosby, Charles E.-Drummer Boy- enlisted 6/30/1861 Manchester -age 13 

Montgomery, Devereux E.-enlisted 2/24/1862 Richmond-4/9/1865 

paroled at Appomattox 

Moxley, John-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond Newlin, Joseph  

Nosworthy, Nathaniel Wills-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Owen, John T.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Perdue, Joseph H.- b. 1841-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-died 

2/11/1903- buried Maury Cem. 

Perkinson, Edward W.-enlisted 3/12/1862 Richmond-4/9/1865 paroled 

at Appomattox 

Pierce, Elijah B.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Polland, Henry H.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Pollard, Robert L.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-8/9/1863 died 

Hanover Junction  

Pollard, Richard C.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Pollard, Samuel. W.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Puckett, Francis-enlisted 3/12/1862 Richmond 

Puryear, Robert W. R.-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond 

Roper, James F.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Rushbrook, Charles H.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-7/1/1862 killed 

in action Malvern Hill 1st soldier from Elliott Grays killed  

Ryan, Edward D.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester  

Ryan, Jack-transferred to the Navy 

Ryan, John T.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Rye, John S.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Sadler, Robert. J.- b. 1842-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Samanni, Thomas-enlisted 3/21/1862 Richmond 

Seaward, Joseph E.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Seymour, Abner-4/9/1865 paroled at Appomattox 

Sharpley, Sidney T.-enlisted 3/5/1862 Richmond 

Short, William R.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester  

Simmons, Alfred J. -enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Sizer, Samuel E.- b. 1845- enlisted 8/26/1861 Manchester-8/30/1862 

killed in action at Second Mananass   

Smith, Beverley-enlisted 2/24/1862 Richmond 

Smith, Thomas-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond 

Smith, William S.-enlisted 5/3/1861 Manchester 

Smith, John-enlisted 3/10/1862 Richmond 

Snead, William Jeter-enlisted 3/20/1862 Richmond 

Snead, Joseph C.-enlisted 7/10/1861 Manchester 

Snelling, Beverly-enlisted 3/11/1862 Richmond 

Snellen, John-enlisted 3/24/1862 Richmond 

Stansfield, Edward-enlisted 3/13/1862 Richmond Stansfield, J.W.  

Stegall, John W.-enlisted 8/31/1861 Manchester-June 22, 1863 killed in 

Action Wilcox Farm  

Stywald, William J.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Swan, Charles W.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Tarrence, Robert H.- b. 1841- enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

transferred to the Navy 

Taylor, John O.-enlisted 8/23/1861 Manchester 

Taylor, Robert-enlisted 2/24/1862 Richmond 4/10/1865 POW Libby Prison  

Taylor, William M.-enlisted 6/30/1861 Manchester – 9/17/1862 killed 

in action Antietam, Va. 

Tibbs, John Booker- b. 1824-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester died 

8/2/1876- buried Maury Cem. 

Thatford, George A.- b. 1839 enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Thatford, John H.- b. 1833-enlisted 3/19/1862 Richmond 

Tibbs, John Booker- b. 1824 -enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Tibbs, Tarlton H.-1830-enlisted 3/13/62 Richmond-died 5/18/1914 

buried Hollywood Cem.. 

Tolby, George W.-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Tolby, William H.- b. 1833-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Tomlinson, Isaac- b. 1841-5/10/1861 Manchester 

Walker, Thomas-enlisted 3/11/62 Richmond 

Walsh, William- b. 1826-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Walthall, William- b. 1839-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester -4/9/1865 

Paroled at Appomattox 

Waugh, Andrew A.- b. 1839-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Waymack, Thomas J.- b. 1843- enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester -4/9/1865 

paroled at Appomattox-Died 5/18/1892 buried Maury Cem..        

Wells, Andrew J.-enlisted 3/12/62 Richmond 

West, William B.- b. 1841-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 

Whitworth, John Stansfield- b. 1836-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester-

4/9/1865 paroled at Appomattox-Died 1925 buried Magnolia Cem., Norfolk  

Williams, Andrew-3/19/1862 

Wren, Daniel- b. 1845-enlisted 3/2/1861 Richmond 

Wrenn, John –  b. 1842-enlisted 5/10/1861 Manchester 

Yates, Ed – enlisted 8/26/1861 Manchester 

Young, William- b. 1843-enlisted 5/9/1861 Manchester 
Anderson, Private George Cumberland – Grave Marker Application 

Enlisted March 9, 1862, Manchester-Did duty at Naval Hospital- Fort 

Nelson.  Served in 19 battles. Wounded 5 times- Wounded at Manassas 

August 30th (3 times).  In Moore‘s Hospital at Richmond, Virginia until 

November 26th.  Slightly wounded at Spotsylvania Courthouse, May 12, 

1864.  Wounded at Battle of the Crater in left limb.    And was taken off 

the field by Bill Evans.  In April was made Corporal.  December 1863 at 

Bell‘s Farm was made Sergeant, held that position all through the War.  
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At Battle of Charles City Road assisted a Comrade, Henry Jordon off 

field by order of General Mahone.  Was cited for bravery by Gen. 

Mahone.  In battle of Hatcher‘s Run, February 6th was taken prisoner 

and remained prisoner at Point Lookout Prison, Md. from February to 

June 22, 1865.   Was made Sergeant in prison by enemy and remained 

until June 22, 1865. He cared for a sick Comrade, Joseph Brown and 

enabled him to return to his family when released.  George  was born, 

February 11, 1834, Cumberland County, Virginia, son of Chesley 

Anderson and Jane Wyatt Jenkins and Died July 2, 1920 and buried in 

Maury Cemetery.  Married Mildred Ann Kelly, April 5, 1855, (in Old 

Farmer‘s Tavern)  Manchester, Virginia by Rev. William J. Pettigrew,  

daughter of Abraham Kelly of Leesburg, Louden County Virginia and 

Mildred Watson of Charlottesville, Virginia-Born December 12, 1836 

and Died January 4, 1935.  Buried in Maury Cemetery.  Old Farmer‘s 

Tavern owned by Grandmother, Jane Wyatt Donley.  His daughter-  

Mildred Daisy Anderson Schaadt (Mrs. Charles W.) 1210 Porter Street, 

Richmond organized the Elliott Grays Chapter #1877 UDC, on. June 30, 

1925.  The majority of Chapter‘s membership consisted  of ladies who 

were wives, daughters, and nieces of the Elliott Grays.   

 

Bossieux, Captain Louis  Francis Obituary, Richmond Times 

Dispatch-  Tuesday, February 12, 1907- Last Rites over Capt. 

Bossieux- Has suffered a illness of several weeks- The funeral of 

Captain who died Sunday evening at his residence,  No. 322 South Third 

Street will take place this afternoon at four o‘clock from Holy Trinity 

Episcopal Church.  The interment will be made in Hollywood Cemetery.  

The following gentlemen will be pallbearers:  Active- C. V. Meredith, 

John L. Grubbs, George J. Hooper, Jo Lane Stern, J. B. Kidd, H. M. 

Smith,  John H. Krischkorn, John Maxwell, Edward Barbour, and Dr. 

George Ross.  Honorary- H.A. Atkinson, S. B. Witt, George D. Wise, B. 

O. James, C.E. Belvin, W. L. White, H. G. C. Hartman, Mayor B. H. 

Berry, Thomas Welsh, John N. Macon, and Dr. John H. Hinchman. 

Captain Bossieux, who was one of the best known residents of 

Richmond, was a son of Major Louis J. Bossieux, who commanded the 

Richmond Grays before and during the WAR, and like his father and all 

his ancestors was an ideal soldier.  Entering the military when a lad, he 

has become proficient in tactics while but a youth and shared the 

triumphs of that famous command.  When the War Between the States 

came on Louis F. Bossieux promptly entered the service of the 

Confederacy as Captain of the Elliott Grays of Manchester, a position he 

accepted in preference to two others offered him.  His knowledge of 

tactics and his proficiency as a drill master soon caused him to be 

detailed at Portsmouth, Virginia by the government and there he served 

until the evacuation of that city, whipping the raw recruits into shape for 

the splendid service they were destined to render.  After the evacuation 

of Norfolk and Portsmouth the young soldier served with his company 

in the Twelfth Virginia Infantry, Mahone‘s Brigade and was an efficient 

and faithful soldier to the close of the struggle.  He was offered the 

Colonelcy of a regiment, but declined preferring to command his old 

company.  During the War he formed the acquaintance and won the 

friendship of many distinguished men, among who were General Joseph 

E. Johnson and General Bradley T. Johnson and others.  The friendship 

begun then was strengthened after the WAR, and Captain Bossieux‘s 

home was frequently visited by General Bradley T. Johnson and by 

nearly all the prominent Confederate officers who came to Richmond in 

the decade following the WAR. After the War the young soldier who 

had rendered such valuable service in the clash of arms served his 

people with equal fidelity and efficiency in the civil conflicts which 

darkened the succeeding decade, He was elected auditor of the city just 

after the WAR and served in the capacity for one or two terms.  At that 

time and up to ten or fifteen years ago, Captain Bossieux was a 

prominent figure in State politics being secretary or assistant secretary 

of the State Democratic Committee for the years in the seventies and 

eighties.   Several gentlemen who knew him well declared last night that 

he was one of the most astute and judicious campaign organizers and 

managers the State has had since the WAR.  The same gentlemen 

declared that he was the truest friend a man ever had and he was one of 

the most hospitable men.  He managed the campaign of General Joseph 

E. Johnson for Congress and all the local and State campaigns of the 

readjuster days.  Captain Bossieux was a member of the Konseravtive 

Kampain Klub.  Later changed its name to Kemper Kampaign Klub.   

One of his last public appearances was when he went to vote last 

Election Day.  For some time Captain Bossieux was engaged in 

journalistic work as the owner and publisher of the old Richmond 

Enquirer and the Evening News which was edited by W. W. Wade.  

During the recent years he had not been actively engaged in business 

having acquired a competency and lived in comfort and ease since that 

time.  For years he was active and prominent member of the Robert E. Lee 

Camp, Confederate Veterans and was always loyal to all Confederate 

causes.   He was a member of the Richmond Grays Association.  He is 

survived by his wife, Nee Wharton, of this city one son, Bradley Johnson 

Bossieux , a sister Mrs. Emma C. Kirtley of Newport News, Va., and his 

half-brother , Major C. Gray Bossieux of this city.    
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Thank You, Donors 

The Society thanks all of these donors, who have provided a cash 

donation or grant to the Society in the fourth quarter of 2008:  

Robert Forman    Philip Wallace 

Mr. G. Barry Lodge  Midlothian Ruritan Club 

Lind Lawrence Foundation William Vehr 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Beam  Ms. Nancy Smith   

Tomahawk Ruritan Club   Reverend Mark Burns 

Blueskies Environmental Assoc   

 

Antiques Evaluation “Roadshow” in March!! 
Last year‘s event was exciting and popular.  This year, we will 

have even more experts evaluating more categories of goods.  

This fundraiser, in partnership with the Chester Lions, will be 

held on March 28, 2009 from 9-2 at Chester Christian Church.  

Mark it on your calendars now to bring your ―trash or treasure‖ 

to be evaluated.  Cost, $10/one item or $25/three items.  

**volunteers also appreciated for inside traffic control!  
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Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia Membership Form 

 
Name__________________________________________________________________________Date_____________ 

Street___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________ State______ Zip____________ Phone (___)_____________________ 

E-Mail Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

   __New  __Renewal 

Membership Levels: __Student ($10) __Senior ($15)  __Senior Couple ($25) __Sustaining ($100) 

__Individual ($20)  __Household ($30) __Benefactor ($500) __Life ($250) 

[ ] Enclosed is my check for $_______ for the membership category listed above. 

[ ] I am making a contribution in the amount of $________ and have included that amount with my dues. 

[ ] Please contact me about volunteering.  I am interested in one or more of the following committees: 

__African-American  __Archaeology   __Bateaux  __Bermuda Hundred  __Cemetery  __Civil War Sites   

__Fund Raising  __Genealogy  __Gift Shop  __Historic Sites  __Hospitality  __Library  __Membership   

__Military History  __Newsletter  __Office  __Programs  __Site Docent  __War Memorial 

CHS use only: 

N  R  level_________________ yr_______ AIM  RB  Nlet  xf   ch#_______________ inv#________________ 

Make checks payable to the Chesterfield Historical Society. 

 

Mail to:   Chesterfield Historical Society, Membership,  P.O. Box 40  Chesterfield, VA  23832 

Winter Lecture Series Starts 7 p.m. January 9
th

 at Lucy Corr Village  

Send an e-mail to 

DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov 

and ask to be on our e-mail list. 
 

Sign up for the Surry 

County Bus Tour 

May 2
nd  

-- $38 
 

mailto:DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov

