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       April Quarterly Meeting 

Sunday, April 21st   2 pm 
Mount Hermon Baptist Church, 18100 Genito Rd 

Mount Hermon Baptist Church, which originated in 1835, will be the 
setting for the CHSV Quarterly Meeting on Sunday, April 21, 2013 at 2 p.m.  
Our speaker is Dr. Fred Anderson, Executive Director of the Virginia Baptist 
Historical Society and the Center for Baptist Heritage and Studies at the 
University of Richmond.  He writes a history column for the Religious 
Herald, the state Baptist newspaper, and is the author of 12 books.   Dr. 
Anderson will portray the character of Dr. William Hatcher, a noted 
minister, public speaker and the author of five books. In his closing years, 
Dr. Hatcher founded Fork Union Military Academy.   Dr. Hatcher has been 
gone from the scene for over a century, but he will return for the Quarterly 
Meeting of the Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia to provide a 
glimpse of the role of country churches in Chesterfield during the 1800’s.  

Directions:  18100 Genito Road, Moseley, VA 23120 is approximately 16 
miles from the Chesterfield Courts Building.  Travel on Genito Road past 
Southside Speedway and Swift Creek Reservoir.  Mount Hermon Baptist 
Church (new sanctuary and site of the meeting) is located on the left side 
of Genito Road.   The parking lot is in front of the church.  The telephone 
number is 794-2049.   The photo here is of the old sanctuary. 
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Mission Statement 
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collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 
 the education of present and future generations 

The Strange Story of John Swineburn 
Peter Lipowicz 

 
From the New York Times Dec. 8, 1892 & 
The Washington Post Dec. 9, 1892 
John Swineburn was an Englishman who 
came to Chesterfield County via Montreal 
and Covington, Virginia.  He decided to buy 
a chicken farm in Centralia.  But his 
interests tended more to dissipation than 
raising chickens.  His mother, still living in 
England, supported him with thousands of 
dollars.  Finally when all the money was 
gone and when his health started to fail, his 
friends sent him back to England.  The local 
druggist C. B. Richardson accompanied him 
to New York to send him on his voyage 
home.  Mr. Swineburn had sworn an 
affidavit at the YMCA saying that his life in 
Centralia was shrouded in mystery.  He 
claimed he was kept systematically drunk.  
It was even said that the whiskey he was 
drinking was drugged.  Others drinking the 
same whiskey disputed this.  Mr. 
Swineburn had no idea where his money, 
about $12,000 had gone.  He was so broke 
his friends had to buy him passage for his 
return to England.  Mr. Richardson vowed 
to get to the bottom of the matter. 
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From the President – 
  
Castlewood renovations are beginning.  Due to the diligence of our Board and 
Committee Chairmen, as well as County staff and our volunteers, we are making 
progress.  For now, our office is located on the first floor of the Community 
Development building at 9800 Government Center Parkway.  We hope soon to be 
able to move to a more permanent location until the renovations are complete.  In 
the meantime our phone number remains the same, there is room for meetings, 
most of the files will be available, but the library remains closed until further notice. 
 Located close to R. Garland Dodd Park at Point of Rocks, historic Point of 
Rocks has become a county property.  Much work needs to be done to the house 
and site, so except for special events it will not be open to the public.  Please 
watch our website and the newspapers for information on when these public 
events will be held.  During the Civil War Point of Rocks was used as a hospital.  
Clara Barton, the founder of the Red Cross, served there. Point of Rocks was also 
visited by President Abraham Lincoln. 
 “How do I get to _____?” is a common request from our visitors.  Those 
of you who volunteer for the Society or work at any of the four buildings know 
how difficult it is to tell our visitors how to get from one building to another.  Road 
signs have been approved which will help visitors find historical and other 
buildings in the Courthouse area. Thanks to volunteer Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
for working so hard with the county in getting this accomplished.  We are not sure 
when the signs will begin going up, but this project is moving forward.   -Tra 
 
From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by June 10 any submissions you would 
like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net.  Your stories, research, and 
photos are all welcome.  If your submission is handwritten or typed, please 
provide to Diane Dallmeyer.  
  
 

SPECIAL CIVIL WAR ON THE JAMES BOAT TOUR FROM 
APPOMATTOX TO CHESTERFIELD COUNTY 

The Chesterfield County Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Committee is 
offering a special Civil War on the James Tour of Appomattox, City Point and the 
Bermuda Hundred Campaign on Sunday, April 28, 3-7 p.m. 

The four-hour tour offers participants the opportunity to see the natural 
beauty of the James River while tracing the naval actions that took place on the 
James River during the Civil War, from 1862-1865. The tour begins near City Point 
in Hopewell, and then goes up river to Jones Neck, Dutch Gap and Trent's Reach. 
Listen to stories about Confederate torpedoes, the Dutch Gap Canal, The Bermuda 
Hundred Campaign and the James River Squadron’s desperate attempt to break 
out at Trent’s Reach. This stretch of river offers a unique opportunity to visualize 
the historic events in a landscape that has changed little since they took place 150 
years ago. The Civil War Tour also offers great opportunities to view the wildlife 
on the river and in the Dutch Gap Conservation Area.  

The tour will take place onboard the JRA, a 40-foot covered pontoon boat 
owned by the James River Association.  A portion of the proceeds will go to the 
Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia for the preservation of Civil War 
sites. Capt. Mike Ostrander and historian Scott Williams will be the guides. 

Williams is the Chairman of the Military History Committee for the 
Chesterfield Historical Society. He was the mapmaker and a contributing author 
for the Bermuda Hundred Campaign Tour Guide. He also is an active Civil War re-
enactor for numerous events held throughout Virginia annually.   

Ostrander is recognized as one of the leading river guides on the James 
and has been offering a variety of fishing, history and wildlife tours for more than 
10 years. 

Tours cost $68 per person. The tours depart from Jordan Point Marina in 
Hopewell. For more information, call 804-938=2350 or visit 
http://discoverthejames.com/?q=Civil-War-on-the-James-Tour. 
 
  

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
file:///C:/Users/Pete/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net
http://discoverthejames.com/?q=Civil-War-on-the-James-Tour
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DuPont Spruance Plant History  
 
This is the third article on the history of the DuPont Spruance 
Plant.  A retired DuPont employee wrote it, and I have edited it 
for this article.   Information, photographs and documents used 
for this article were provided by the DuPont-Spruance Plant 
Community Relations Department.  This article concludes the 
series and covers the history from 1945 through 1979.   
 
1946     Price of rayon down by over 85% of what it was in late 
1920's   

 fourth and fifth Board of Directors' awards 
 recreation area constructed   
 girls softball team wins state championship   

1950     T. Taylor named plant 
manager  

 R. F. Conaway named 
assistant plant 
manager   

 C. W. Parham retires - 
first wage worker  
hired   

 Lucille Capley is first 
woman to receive 25 
year pin   

1951    peak Rayon production 
at site, 100 million lbs.; 
meeting to evaluate future of Rayon held at site  
1952    curtailment of Rayon due to market conditions   

 Dr. R. F. Conaway named plant manager   
 W. E. Redmon named assistant plant manager   
 Du Pont's 150th anniversary observed  

1953    Rayon Plant I converted to high tenacity tire yarn (super 
Cordora)   

 first experimental "Teflon" yarn spun on one position in 
semi-works  

1956    Du Pont president Greenwalt visited plant   
 250-foot smokestack with "du Pont" illuminated letters 

was removed   
 Spruance 

employees' credit 
union formed; P. 
Hasbrook manager., 
R. Boggs president   

 site deeds property 
to state for 
Interstate 95   

 J. A. Sigman named 
assistant plant 
manager  

1957     construction of nylon 
in Plant I begins; name 
changed to Spruance Nylon 
Cordora   

 Teflon fluorocarbon 
fiber begins   

 new main guard house built   
1958    Nylon startup in old Rayon Plant I  
1961    J. A. Sigman named plant manager, A. T. McDonald named 
assistant manager  
1962    Teflon Monofilament commercially begins  
1963     Dal Simmons named plant manager 

 B. Bowles, Jr. named assistant manager    
 Rayon production ends at Spruance   

1964    formal organization of the retired du Pont supervisory 
group; George Lewis, chairman  
1965     construction of new facility for commercial production of  
Nomex begins .  In the late 1950's a high temperature and flame-
resistant fiber was developed by a du Pont research team. This 
fiber was destined to be called Nomex.  Nomex was one of the 
layers for the space suit Neil Armstrong was wearing on the 
moon.  It is produced in fiber and paper forms. It is flame-

resistant, does not melt, and is self-extinguishing.  Nomex fiber 
offers thermal protection in critical, high-hazard situations, such 
as protective clothing for jet fighter pilots, racecar drivers, fire 
fighters, and industrial workers. 

 Carl C. Reimer named assistant manager    
1967    first production of  Nomex paper 

 startup of new incinerator   
 W. R. Galloway, Jr. named assistant manager   
 Luther d. Dunn named assistant manager   

1968    work begins on new facilities to curb water pollution  
1969    first off-plant fire training at Chesterfield courthouse   
Robert J. Iverson named assistant plant manager   
1971      Howard A. Cress named plant manager;  Raymond 
Johnson named assistant plant manager  
1972    Kevlar fiber installation   
1973    J. S. Linnderman named assistant manager   
1974    construction of 2nd "Tyvek" line begins;  Joseph  Williams 
named assistant plant manager  
1975    C. L. Henry named assistant manager   
1976    startup of 2nd line in Tyvek; Kevlar committee established 
for modernization of Plant III 
1977    J. L. Cooper named assistant manager; Lee O. Bice named 
plant manager   
1978    Spruance fibers best safety year - six serious injuries   
1979     construction of "Kevlar" plant in Plant III begins   

 Spruance reduced management roll to only one 
assistant manager   

 G. B. Faigle named plant manager in April   
 40th Board of Directors  award achieved in August     
 

Membership Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

 
Membership stands at 624 members. We extend a very warm 
welcome to 34 new members this quarter. 
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Andolino (Irene), Ms. Lucie Lee Crews, Mr. & 
Mrs. Stephen Elliott (Gaye), Mr. & Mrs. William Gerloff 
(Jerryetta), Ms. Joyce Hoffman, Mr. Kent Hudson, Mr. & Mrs. 
Jerry Jenkins (Aleta), Mr. & Mrs. Rick Johnston (Genne), Mr. & 
Mrs. George Lorentzen (Agnes), John, Kate & Skylar Metzinger, 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Monroe (Crystal), Mr. Donald Nelson, Mr. Grey 
Pierce, Mr. Josh Ritchey, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Rowlett (Joyce), Ms. 
Sarah Snead, Ms. Michelle Sweeney, Mr. Septimus Vanderlinden, 
Mr. & Mrs. Owen Waltman (Betty), Mr. John D. Watt, Ms. Terry 
Wells, Mr. & Mrs. Alton Wright (Betty). 

  



 The Messenger #105 April 2013                    4 

Chesterfield's Soldiers at the Battle of Gettysburg 
D. Michael Thomas   

Veterans Data Base Sesquicentennial Series 
The three day Battle of Gettysburg (1-3 July 1863) is the best 
known battle of the War Between the States and was the high 
point of a six week long campaign (3 June-14 July 1863) that 
included a number of lesser actions.  Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia consisted of about 75,000 men 
with a heavy proportion of Virginians. Men from the Old Dominion 
comprised about 25% of his infantry and about 75% of both his 
artillery and cavalry. Chesterfield County was well represented 
with  about 800 men present, a very large number from a single 
county. About 600 were in the nine infantry companies and one 
cavalry troop formed within county borders in 1861 and 1862. The 
balance were spread primarily among  units formed in Richmond, 
Powhatan and Petersburg. Two of Chesterfield's native sons, 
Major-Generals Edward "Old Alleghany" Johnson and Henry Heth,  
were destined to play prominent  roles in the battle. 
 Combat experiences at Gettysburg were quite uneven for 
the Chesterfield units. Some were engaged in the worst of the 
fighting while others became only marginally involved. Two 
reported no casualties in the entire campaign, six others  showed 
light or moderate losses but two companies sustained heavy 
casualties.   
 Company B, 4th VA Cavalry (Chesterfield Dragoons), in 
the saddle every single day of the campaign, was  involved in 
numerous actions. No casualties were reported until  5 July when 
Lee began the retreat to Virginia. Three men were captured (1 
wounded) and  another was wounded  in the 10 day retreat. 
 Mahone's Brigade contained 5 Chesterfield infantry 
companies (about 300 men) spread over 3 regiments and was the 
largest concentration of Chesterfield commands in the army. 
These commands were Company I (Elliott Grays, from Manchester) 
and Company K (Alstadt Grays, from Skinquarter) of the 6th 
Virginia; Company D ((Rough and Ready Volunteers, miners from 
Clover Hill) and Company B (Confederate Grays) of the 41st 
Virginia; and Company F (Fleet Rifle Guard, from Ettrick) of the 
16th Virginia. The brigade saw light action on 1 July and again on 3 
July, but was exposed to Union artillery fire and sharpshooters 
each day. The  16th Virginia was the most involved of these 
commands. Serving as skirmishers providing covering fire during 
Pickett's Charge, the regiment sustained light casualties in its 
exposed forward positions.  Company F suffered  the most with 1 
man killed and 3 others severely wounded and later captured. Five 
other Chesterfieldians from Mahone's Brigade became casualties 
during the retreat from Gettysburg. 
 Company A, 22nd Battalion Virginia Infantry, a fine unit 
attached to Brockenbrough's Brigade in Heth's Division, was 
especially involved at Gettysburg and afterward. The battalion 
possessed a fine combat record with commendable service in 
several major engagements, but intense combat prior to 
Gettysburg had severely depleted its ranks. The battalion saw 
heavy action on the first day of Gettysburg and took many 
prisoners as the enemy were pushed from McPherson Ridge 
through the town of Gettysburg and beyond. Despite the intensity 
of the fighting, much at very close range, Company A reported just  
one casualty that day.  After a day of rest, the battalion was 
mistakenly chosen as part of Pickett's Charge. Indeed, Heth's 
Division had been termed "used up" after the first day of fighting 
and when General Robert E. Lee saw  the 22nd Battalion and a 
couple of other commands from Heth's Division forming for the 
attack, he shed tears and stated, "They should not be here." 
Somehow, Company A returned from the assault with no reported 
casualties. 
 Combat action for the battalion did not end at 
Gettysburg, however. On 14 July Brockenbrough's Brigade fought a 
rear guard action at Falling Waters while the rest of Lee's army 
crossed the Potomac River. Company A & her sister companies 
fought extremely well stopping  several heavy Union assaults. 
Finally, outnumbered and unsupported, the brigade was 
overwhelmed by a massive Union assault and many of her men 
were captured including four men from Company A.   

 Amistead's Brigade of Pickett's Division contained 3 
companies (about 200 men total) from Chesterfield in the 9th and 
14th Virginia Infantry Regiments. The brigade was one of those 
gaining eternal fame for the exceptional gallantry displayed in 
Pickett's Charge.  With Pickett's Division as the lead element of the 
attack on Union positions along Cemetery Ridge, the 12,500 man 
assault force contained about 300 Chesterfieldians all told. In 
addition to Armistead's Brigade in the 2nd line of the assault, 
another 100 sons of Chesterfield were in non-Chesterfield 
commands elsewhere in assault. Stepping off about 3:00 PM, the 
attack was over in less than an hour.  It had failed and about half of 
the attacking force was killed, wounded or captured. At least 80 
Chesterfield men among these casualties and 65 came from 
Armistead's 3 Chesterfield Companies. Armistead's men were 
among the few commands to reach Union lines. Subjected to 
extreme fire it sustained substantial losses the entire route. Still it 
reached "The Angle" and pressed forward, going further than any 
other unit in the Charge. It fought until nearly all officers had been 
shot down and massive Union reinforcements arrived bringing fire 
on the attackers from 3 sides. Those still standing realized they had 
few options: surrender, continue the fight and certainly be shot, or 
retreat. Those choosing the latter, to their eternal credit, carried 
many of their wounded compatriots back with them.  
 Company C (Chesterfield Yellow Jackets) of the 9th 
Virginia suffered 2 men killed and 5 others wounded who were 
able to return safely to friendly lines. Another 9 men were badly 
wounded and captured along with 11 others who were uninjured 
or slightly wounded. Total losses in Company C  in were 27 men 
and officers. Three of those captured later died in Union hospitals 
or POW camps. 
 The 14th Virginia Infantry contained 2 companies from 
Chesterfield: Company D (Chesterfield Central Guards) and 
Company I (Chester Grays). They shared the same battlefield 
dangers that day but the casualties were disproportionate.  
Company I reported 2 men killed and 5 wounded of whom 3 were 
captured. One of these died later as a Union POW. Company D, on 
the other hand lost 11 men killed and 19 men badly wounded with 
14 of them captured. One other man, either slightly wounded or 
not at all (the records do not say), was captured. In all, Company D 
lost 31 men and officers  in the assault. Five of those captured later 
died in Union hospitals or POW camps.  The grand total of 
Chesterfield's  known losses during Pickett's Charge are 18 men 
killed, 49 severely wounded (29 of these were taken prisoner) and 
13 captured with lesser wounds or uninjured. Three of those 
captured died of their wounds within a few days in Union hospitals 
and 7 others later died of disease  in Union POW camps. The bulk 
of these casualties occurred at or around "The Angle,"  the site of 
intense hand-to-hand fighting and the subject of a number of well 
known paintings by renown artists. 
 The 10 day retreat from Gettysburg to Virginia by Lee's 
army  saw a number of small unit actions and a couple of heavy 
engagements. From start to finish, the 2 sides incurred nearly 
60,000 casualties during the campaign with nearly 51,000 of them 
in the 3 day Battle of Gettysburg.  Chesterfield's known losses in 
the campaign are 23 Killed and 53 severely wounded of which 31 
were made prisoner. Another 34 were captured uninjured or with 
lesser wounds. Of the approximate 800 Chesterfieldians involved 
in the campaign, the total loss was 110 men, a casualty rate of 
about 13%. No records were kept of "walking wounded," men with 
slight or lesser wounds who did not require hospitalization, but 
that number must have been significant.  
 Nearly 3,000 Confederate dead were recovered from 
Gettysburg in 1872-1873 and reinterred at Hollywood Cemetery in 
Richmond. Very few of the remains were identified but it is most 
likely that most, if not all, the 22 Chesterfield soldiers who died in 
action at Gettysburg or in Union hospitals there  are now at rest in 
Hollywood  with only the James River between them and their 
home county. 
Special Note: The numbers provided herein are  based on available 
information. Since many service records are incomplete, the actual 
numbers are likely to be higher.  Primary Source: The Society's Veterans 
Data Base compiled and maintained by volunteers. 



 The Messenger #105 April 2013                    5 

For Cecil:  A Remembrance 
Nina Gilley Thaxter 

Cecil Floyd Belcher  was born in  Chesterfield County in 1916 to 
Alexander Beverly and Avie O’Kennon Belcher.  He began his postal 
career in the 1930’s as a special delivery messenger.  He retired in 
1988 as Postmaster of the Petersburg Post Office.. He was 
president of the Petersburg Kiwanis Club, and member of American 
Legion and Knights of Pythias. He enjoyed 30 years of traveling 
with his wife Antonie (Nina) B. Belcher around the world. Mr. 
Belcher was also a longstanding member of our Society. He passed 
away on December 9, 2004.  This article is a tribute to him from his 
step-daughter, Nina Gilley Thaxter.  - editor 
 
I could write much about “the details” of Cecil’s life; I could fill an 
article with all these details and accomplishments.  However, I 
wanted to offer the members of CHS a different picture of the 
man many might remember well.  It is a perspective that only I 
could write about and share with you.  I hope it is worthy of him. 
 I am Cecil’s step-daughter.  I was about 9 when he came 
into my life.   The early years of my life and my mother’s had 
been filled with sadness, turmoil and uncertainty.  My father was 
killed in Korea, but his 
status remained MIA for 5 
years until we received 
final confirmation. A few 
years later, Mom 
introduced Cecil, very 
slowly, into our lives. They 
seemed to have met, 
unsurprisingly, at the post 
office.  Mom was from 
Prague and in the 
aftermath of WWII and the 
Cold War, she would send 
as many packages as she 
was able to help her 
family.  We began to go 
out to dinner with this very 
nice man and he would 
take us out on activities he 
thought we would enjoy.  I 
say “we” because I was 
always there on what should have been their “dates”!  I 
remember that we seemed to hit it off pretty well from the 
beginning, but I know now Mom was really “interviewing” him 
and checking out how I would receive this new relationship into 
my life.  In time Cecil took us to the family farm and showed me 
the pigs, chickens, small herd of Angus, the garden, the fields and 
the woods.  I think I was a “goner” but the “piece de resistance” 
occurred when he introduced me to “Charlie.” There, before me, 
stood a noble steed worthy of any sultan of “ancient Araby.”  In 
actuality, Charlie was the old workhorse of the farm, retired and 
in his last years.  But…what little girl could resist, it is all in the 

eye of the beholder 
they say and… for me, 
the deal was sealed!  
For Mom and Cecil, I 
assume all progressed 
well.  They were 
married a few months 
before my 11th 
birthday.   
 Our lives 
began to settle in and 
continue their paths.  
I learned all sorts of 

things from Cecil. I spent much time with him on the farm in the 
early years.  He taught me about the land and caring of animals. 
However, when the usual fate of animals raised on a farm 
occurred, I was horrified, upset and absolutely could/ would not 
eat one that I had given a name and knew its face!  It was one of 

my first reality checks and a major life lesson.  I learned what it 
really takes to feed and nourish us. Food does NOT come from 
the grocery store. The lesson remains. As I prepare food and eat, 
I still try to remember to say a “thank you” for the being that 
made it possible…plant or animal.    
 We loved walking in the woods and spending time at the 
lovely little pond in the midst of them.  I thought it a magical 
place and later called it our own Walden pond.  He taught me to 
shoot the 22 caliber rifle and no tin can on the farm was safe 
from us!   He taught me to drive early on long before I was 
“legal.” I marvel now that my “straight arrow” step-father was 
completely comfortable after a while and allowed me to drive on 
the road through Matoaca, Ettrick and Petersburg to our home --
-about 12 miles. He taught me the rules of the road and expected 
that I would follow them.  Occasionally, as he got in the car, he 
would remind me that if I did anything that would attract a law 
enforcement officer to pull me over, he would simply step out of 
the car and say, “Well, thank you, ma’am for the ride. I’ll be 
going now.”  I totally bought into that ruse!  Consequently, I sat 
on my pillow and diligently minded my driving P’s and Q’s.  As it 
turned out, I never was and he didn’t have to. 
 He helped me with my homework.  For some reason, 
aspects of English grammar eluded me; I could not fathom the 
elusive concepts of active and passive voice, transitive and 
intransitive verbs or the horrible direct vs. indirect objects. I 
didn’t get it and I didn’t get it for years.  Cecil and I worked on 
these mysteries endlessly.  He was infinitely patient, encouraging 
and never frustrated; we plugged and slogged our way through 
them. When the light finally turned on, what was the big deal, I 
wondered?   We then moved on to Latin!    Although he didn’t 
remember much about it, he sympathized with the terrors of 
sight translation in class or during a test. I had a teacher capable 
of rendering all her students speechless, in Latin as well as 
English, with her withering looks.  It was total terror and Cecil 
understood perfectly; he had the same teacher and the same 
reaction 30 some years earlier!  She whipped generations in 
shape and who could not remember, forever, the first line of 
Caesar:  Omnia Gallia in tres partes divisa est!!   We both did. 
 As I continued on to college, I finally settled on a French 
major.  Although I had good instruction for several years in high 
school and college, my European mother insisted that I had to 
perfect it in a French speaking country.  Eventually, I went to 
Lausanne, Switzerland to live with a family and study at the 
University for about 15 months. As Mom was preparing the trip 
to bring me back, Cecil casually mentioned that he might like to 
come and see where I had been living.  It was his first trip abroad. 
He came for about two weeks and experienced a whole new 
world.  The rest, as they say, is history. The door opened and he 
stepped through it with enthusiasm.  For the next 30+ years, he 

and Mom traveled the 
world. They returned to 
Europe countless times, 
and they were among the 
first groups to go to China 
when it opened to US 
travelers. Although not 
quite ready to deal with 
American expectations at 
that time, Cecil said it was 
the trip of a lifetime, even 
though he lost over 12 
pounds and neither of 
them could look at rice for 
over 6 months!  They 
continued with travels in 
Canada, Central and South 

America, Japan, Australia, Thailand, the South Seas, the Caribbean, 
Egypt and an all time favorite…Kenya.  I always admired how open 
he was to new experiences, ideas and people. He would stun Mom 
and me with his exact memories of every trip even decades later.  
We could never remember who went where and when.  Cecil 
did…all the time, every time, every trip. It was amazing. 
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 Looking back, I see that Cecil brought us all kinds of 
gifts.  There was constancy, kindness, generosity of spirit, humor 
and a character of grace and dignity. He was a calm and secure 
presence, both an anchor and safe harbor.  We found our way 
together and wove a rich and caring life.  There are the little 
memories and quirks that are so precious to me now. 
 Cecil had this “thing” of never calling me by my given 
name.  It all started naturally enough since Mom had only used 
my nickname.  So, that is what he chose to call me …forever.   Of 
course, as I got older and started to go out with young men, I 
pleaded with them to not call me that in front of anyone. Mom 
tried and was, more or less, successful; Cecil was hopeless. Was 
there any teenager whose parents didn’t make them cringe?  
However, in a formal introduction situation, he did seem to 
manage my given name.  That is why I am convinced it was just 
his “thing” with me.  Nothing changed as I entered my 
adulthood—30s, 40s and beyond--- and the last time we talked 
together…..nothing changed.   
 Some years ago I went back to VA to visit and, as usual, 
Cecil and I were out and about town.  An acquaintance met us on 
the street and Cecil introduced me to her as…my daughter, Nina.  
She looked at me, then Cecil, then back to me and pronounced 
with a big smile, “Yes, I can see that”!  At the time, Cecil and I 
looked at each other, grinned and thanked her. 
  In thinking of that moment, I realized that the lady 
perceived an obvious truth. We were parent and child.   Cecil was 
my father in all ways important and lasting.  It is so obvious and I 
bless the day he entered our lives.  I miss him every day and, yes, I 
would give anything to hear him say my nickname one more time. 

 
An Opportunity to Recapture the Oral  

Histories of Our African-American Elders 
Sarah Gregory and Audrey M. Ross 

On February 5, 2011, the Chesterfield County Museum opened 
its doors to the African-American History Committee’s (AAHC) 
Black History Month exhibit entitled FourScore and More: 
Capturing Memories of aged 80 and Older African-Americans in 
Chesterfield County and their Struggles and Successes 
Experienced.  This article concludes the series.   
 
Ethel Henderson Smith  
 Born June 11, 1928 
Ethel is the daughter of Eunice Foster 
Foultz and was raised with her cousin 
Hilda Pemberton by their paternal 
grandmother, Mrs. Sarah Lewis 
Henderson.  She vividly recalls her 
childhood in the Hallsboro 
community of western Chesterfield 
County.  “It was near the WW Baker 
Excelsior Mill and historic Page’s 
General Store (now Gather) on Mt 
Hermon Road.” 
 
She attended Dry Bridge Elementary, 
near the junction of Old Hundred Road and the old Southern 
Railroad tracks on Dry Bridge Road.  The small wood-framed, 
one-room schoolhouse had no electricity or running water.  
Students brought in water from a nearby well, and the bigger 
boys gathered wood and tended the woodstove for heat.  The 
school served several grades, and taught the basic curriculum.  
 
After Ethel completed the third grade, Dry Bridge School was 
closed. Students were bused to Midlothian Elementary, situated 
near the First Baptist Church of Midlothian, the oldest African-
American Church in Chesterfield County. Ethel remembers Mr. 
Bentley, their bus driver, who was also a mortician, insurance 
agent, and church deacon. She briefly worked at Page’s Store 
when she was a teenager, taking the place of Royal Brown while 
he served in WWII.  At 17, she moved to Richmond where she did 

domestic work. Later she obtained her GED and went to J. 
Sergeant Reynolds Community College to become a Dietetic 
Assistant, and then on to the Career Training Institute to become 
a Nursing Assistant.  After 20 years of service Ethel retired from 
the Dietary Department at Chippenham Hospital   
 
Ethel had been widowed, but remarried January 6, 1956 to Deacon 
Rufus Smith of Powhatan, at his sister's home in Chesterfield.  She 
is the mother of four, grandmother to four, and she also has a 
great-granddaughter.  Mrs. Smith is a lifelong member of the Mt. 
Sinai Baptist Church, having served as a Deaconess and in the 
Pastor’s Aide Ministries.  An avid reader and conversationalist, her 
memory of past events and relationships was an inspiration for the 
first Hallsboro Reunion in 1990. 
 
Sensia Johnson       
     Born July 14, 1917 
Mr. Sensia Johnson is 93 and the oldest 
resident of Bermuda Hundred Village. 
His daughter Gloria Hewlett lives next 
door and is a loving and devoted 
caregiver.  He moved into his house in 
1943.  Sensia was one of 9 children.  
“My mother cleaned hogs, worked in 
the house, and made hot rolls.  My two 
brothers and I worked and when we 
brought in nine dollars the overseer 
claimed it was ‘too much money 
coming into the house.’  We decided to 
go and work in Hopewell at the Anco 
Plant, the overseer asked us to come back and we didn't.”“I did 
farm work at the Presquile Farm, which I walked to before the 
canal was cut.  The canal made it an easier trip both on foot and 
boat.  I also worked in the rebuilding of Fort Lee.  I was 
responsible for setting up coal boxes against the barracks. When 
we tore down the old Fort Lee Buildings, the used lumber was 
reused in many local homes including my own.”  
 
“I married Corine Peterson on April 27, 1942 at the Reverend 
Samuel Perry’s house. He was also a teacher and Corine had 
been one of his students.”  “I was in the Army from December 
1942 to February 1946, serving as part of the Army during WWII.  
I have seen some tough days. I was treated like a dog.  I signed 
up at Fort Mead, Maryland and went to Camp Shanks, New York.  
Camp Shanks was a deportation site and dubbed ‘Last Stop, USA.’ 
I was transferred to Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, where I was a 
Buck Corporal and put on Furnace Detail as Supervisor.  I was 
over a team of 12 people, during the span of 3 years, 2 months, 4 
days, and 23 hours!” Mr. Johnson was later employed by 
Hercules for 42 years and retired in 1981.   
 
Florence Ethel Malone Smith      Born June 2, 1923 
Born in the Winterpock area of Chesterfield County, she was the 
twelfth of the thirteen children of Thomas and Hattie Harris 
Malone.  Her father was a logger and carpenter.  Her mother was 
a housewife and a licensed midwife, delivering hundreds of 
babies over a forty year career.   
 
Florence grew up on Gilliam Road (now Cedar Creek Road) 
helping to feed the chickens, chop wood, milk the cow, and 
churn butter. Summertime meant extra chores in the garden, 
including carrying water from the nearby spring.  She attended 
school at the home of schoolteacher Ms. Mary Ella Crawley.  
Later, she attended Pleasant View School in Winterpock.  This 
school was built with funds from the black community and some 
contributions from the county.  Students walked to school, built 
a fire for heating, and brought in water until the county dug  a 
well. Sometimes students even cooked their own school lunch.   
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After the seventh grade there was no transportation provided by 
the county to Hickory Hill High School, which meant many 
children could not continue their 
education.  Florence began working 
as a domestic. Among other families 
she worked for the Lumpkins at the 
house now called Castlewood, near 
Chesterfield courthouse.   Later Mrs. 
Smith became employed at the 
American Tobacco factory and at 
David M. Lea Industries (furniture 
manufacturer) in Richmond.  On her 
21st birthday, Ms. Smith began 
working at McGuire Hospital.   There 
she held several positions in food 
service, shipping and receiving, and 
laundry.  While at McGuire, she studied Cosmetology and earned 
her GED.  After this she was promoted to supervisor in McGuire’s 
laundry department.  
 
A lifelong member of the Tabernacle Baptist Church in 
Winterpock, she was baptized in 1937 in the “Raccoon Pond” 
near the church. She enjoyed the festive church revivals that 
attracted large crowds each August.  She has three children: Joe 
J. Malone (deceased), Charlene M. Anderson, and Kirk A. Smith, 
as well as eight grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 
 
Mamie Parks Webster                    Born June 2nd, 1908 
Dorothy Louise Webster Coleman             Born April 1926 
Both mother and daughter were interviewed in October 2008 
and sadly passed away just a few 
months later.   
 
Mamie Parks was one of three 
children born to David and Minnie 
Cooley Parks.  When Mamie was 9, her 
mother passed away.  From her school 
days, she fondly remembered one of 
her “good teachers,” Ms. Harris.  
While she enjoyed school, she did not 
like the large classes.  Recalling her 
one-mile walk to Union Grove School, 
she remembers having to cross the 
railway tracks. While at Union Grove, 
Mamie met her husband, Frank 
Webster.  Reluctantly, she left the 10

th
 grade to raise a family.  

The Webster’s were parents to 2 boys and 2 girls. Mamie was 
also the proud grandmother of 4.   

 
Her first job was as a domestic worker.    
Later she joined the staff of Food Services 
at Jones Hall at Virginia State. In 2008, Ms 
Webster celebrated her 100

th
 birthday, 

something that turned into an unexpected 
2-day celebration.  During the interview, 
Mrs. Webster said, “Tire me out?  Why, I 
am enjoying it!” At age 83, her surviving 
daughter, Dorothy Webster Coleman, was 
her caregiver.  They resided together on 
Dupuy Road, Ettrick.  
 

Ms Coleman graduated from D. Webster Davis High School in 
1945, where she remembered having wonderful teachers.  She 
enjoyed singing in the school choir. She and her cousin Hybernia 
were often asked to do little dance routines at school events. “At 
school we were not just a number.”  She proudly shared her 
1943-44 report card with her mother’s signature on it.  In 1949 
she graduated Virginia State as a Home Economics Major, and 
then went on to work 37 years as a nutritionist at Central State.  
What stayed with her was the walk to Virginia State, through a 
lumberyard, across a little creek, through a brickyard and over 

the railroad tracks.  She hesitantly revealed that she sometimes 
played on the tracks.  
 

 
Fundraising 

Peter Lipowicz and Diane Dallmeyer 
I am pleased to thank our donors who have collectively given 
over $2100 this quarter.  Thank you for your generosity.  
 
Donations of $100 - $499  Robert & Tra Wagenknecht 
Nina Thaxter in memory of Cecil Belcher, Peter & Patty Watts 
Bernard Anderson, Thomas Fulghum, Mt. Sinai Baptist Church 
Bernard & Charlotte LaRoy 
Donations up to $99 James & June Rook, Richard & Jennifer 
Waugh, Rachel Holmes, Marilyn Brandt, George Hoover 
Jesse & Vanessa Crews, Angie Wilderman, Betty Barnes, Goldie 
Taylor, Herbert Townes, Helen Ross, Stuart & Dabney Short, 
Anne Mann, Cheryl Rivet, Kenneth Jones, Barbara Jernigan, 
Donna Orr, Christopher Lonon, Phyllis Hancock, 
Philip Wallace, Sr., John & Jane Harmon, Carlton Clarke, Ruffin & 
Sarah Gregory, Anne Smith, Virginia Justis, Beverley Berry 
Tom Tennille, Terry Glass 
Pro-Bono Professional Services 
Thank you to David Brown CPA for providing accounting services, 
and Troutman-Sanders for providing legal services.   
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CHS Events Calendar 
Extended thru May 18

th
 Railroad Exhibit (County Museum) “Chesterfield County Railroads;  From Mule Power to Steam Power.” 

$2 suggested donation. (804)768-7311 Current Exhibit (1892 Jail) Police & Sheriff Exhibit: “Protecting our Citizens: A 

History of Law & Order in Chesterfield County.” Tours start at County Museum. $1 suggested donation  
 
April 
9th, Tues, 4pm Media Event: Title Transfer of Historic Point of Rocks, by invitation only 
13th, Sat, 9am-1pm “Chesterfield Antiques Evaluation” Fundraiser (Providence Elementary School) 
14th, Sun, 12 noon  Civil War on the James 2-hour Boat Tours, $50/person, Reservations required, 
  & 2:30pm call (804)938-2350 
19th, Fri, 11am-3pm Heirloom Tomato Plant Sale (County Museum) (804)768-7311 
20th, Sat, 10am-2pm Civil War 150th – Howlett Line Van Tour (Henricus Park), $15, Register online with PayPal 
20th, Sat, 11am-3pm Heirloom Tomato Plant Sale (County Museum) – For “Celebration of the Vine” Patrons Only 768-7311 
24/25/26th, 1-3pm Heirloom Tomato Plant Sale (County Museum) – while supplies last 
27th, Sat, 10-11am Falling Creek Ironworks Tour #26240, $8, Register: (804)748-1623 
21st, Sun, 2pm CHSV members Quarterly Meeting (Mt. Hermon Baptist Church) 
27th, Sat, 8-10pm Spirited History Paranormal Tour of 1917 Chesterfield Courthouse Green, $20, Register online with PayPal 
28th, Sun, 3-7pm CHSV Fundraiser! Special Civil War on the James Boat Tour (4 hours), $68, Pre-paid reservations required, 

call (804)938-2350 (Jordan Point Marina, Hopewell, VA)  
May 
8th, Wed, 1pm Mother’s Day Tea (Magnolia Grange); $25 Fee, Pre-paid Reservations Required, call (804)796-1479 
11th, Sat, 8-10pm Spirited History Paranormal Tour (Magnolia Grange); $20, Reservations online with PayPal 
19th, Sun, 9:00am  Civil War on the James 2-hour Boat Tours, $50/person, Reservations required, 
  & 11:30am call (804)938-2350. 
18th, Sat, 11am-4pm “Arts at the Grange” (Magnolia Grange), Proceeds to benefit CHSV & the Chesterfield Center for the Arts 

(804)796-1479 
June 
8th, Sat, 10am-2pm Civil War 150th Event – 1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign Van Tour, $15, (Henricus Historical Park) 

Reservations online with PayPal 
16th, Sun, 9:00am  Civil War on the James 2-Hour Boat Tours, $50/person, Reservations required, 
  & 11:30am call (804)938-2350 
29th, Sat, 8-10pm Spirited History Paranormal Tour of Historic 1917 Courthouse Green, $20, Reservations online with 

PayPal. 
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