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Annual Members Meeting &
Ice Cream Social

Sunday, July 26, at 2:00 pm
Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office

9500 Courthouse Road, Chesterfield, Virginia 23832

Please join us for our Annual Members Meeting and Ice 
Cream Social on Sunday July 26, 2020. This meeting will be held 
at our Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office located on the ground 
level of the Main County Courthouse.

Starting at 2:00 in a conference room at the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, the meeting will include a member’s vote on the slate of 
officers and directors nominated to serve on the 2020-2021 
Chesterfield Historical Society of VA (CHSV) Board of Directors.  

Russ Lescault will be our speaker for the afternoon. An 
active member of CHSV, Russ has served on our Board of Direc-
tors and volunteered with our Museum and Collections commit-
tees as well as the Library committee. After more than 32 years 
of service to the community, he retired in 2014.  Throughout his 
career in law enforcement, Russ has blended his passion for law 
enforcement with his love of history. Russ has served as the res-
ident historian for both the Chesterfield County Police Depart-
ment and the Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office. He has au-
thored two books on the police department’s history and

facilitated the Chesterfield Sheriff’s Office History Ex-
hibit we will tour during our meeting.

Russ will discuss the extensive research done 
to create the exhibit including some historical discov-
eries that resulted from the research. The exhibit in-
cludes twenty-seven framed posters detailing the 
Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office history from 1611-
2008, as well as 220 original artifacts and replica 
items.  
Please save the date: Sunday, July 26th

and join us for Ice Cream and a chance to 
meet our new Board of directors and offic-
ers, receive a tour and view the Sheriff’s 
Office History Exhibit.  

Directions:  From Route 10 (Ironbridge Road) turn onto Lucy 
Corr Blvd.  Stay in the left lane and take an immediate left 
into the Chesterfield County General District Court parking 
lot. Pull up to the secure parking lot on the right and press 
the intercom button.  Inform the Deputy that you are here 
for the CHSV Members Quarterly Meeting. Designated park-
ing will be marked for your use. You will enter the ground 
floor of the building to the Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Please be aware that there is a metal detector at this 
entrance.  
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Letter from the President

My Friends,
In March 2020, along with our country, we were closed by the 

COVID-19 virus but not knocked down. Many private businesses were 
closed and government agencies had to make hard choices to protect lives.  
As a consequence, our activities had to shut down. We scrambled to reim-
burse our patrons and canceled events.  We were still able to continue the 
mission of the Society from home.  We survived and now we have a lot of 
work to do to make our comeback.   

It is time for others to take over the reins of the Society and lead 
us into the future.  It has been a journey of love.  I offered to tackle the So-
ciety’s matters and work with the county administration where needed.  I 
have enjoyed excellent rapport with many county employees and the 
county leadership.  They, too, wanted us to succeed and preserve our his-
tory, even though we had a fair share of obstacles and setbacks that were 
not in our power to control.  

Throughout my tenure, my love for history has not faltered.  I have 
faith that the Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia will flourish.  I was 
proud to have co-chaired two centennials, along with Liess van der Linden 
Brusse.  She has an amazing ability to promote county history at the right 
moment and is a true asset to our Society.  She never steered the Centen-
nial Committees wrong. With Liess, we accomplished much for the Society 
and Chesterfield County during the planning of the 2017 and 2018 Centen-
nials.  

I appreciate everyone who made our programs successful. In past 
years, our events have defined who we are.  During my tenure, they suc-
ceeded well under the management of our Executive Manager, Karen Sad-
ler.  She could still use a volunteer committee to assist her.  Our volunteers 
are truly the lifeline of our Society.   Without you, we could not exist.  One 
only needs to step into our CHSV library and see a volunteer helping a pa-
tron find that elusive ancestor.  I would think that most people who ven-
ture into our library will take away something he or she did not know.  

The volunteers supporting other roles of our Society are just as de-
voted. That made my job much easier to manage.  I only had to look 
around and I knew that a volunteer would be there to assist.  How thankful 
I am to those who continue to step up!

Our Winter Lectures were quite impressive, so popular with many, 
and quite entertaining. Our guests filled many chairs and that would not 
have happened had it not it been for our volunteers and their resourceful-
ness. In addition to promoting our Vision, that event helps to sell many 
books in our inventory. Sadly, this year we had to cut the lectures short be-
cause of the virus crisis.  My thanks to Louise King for organizing the an-
nual lecture series. 

Losing Ley Diller, a devout volunteer, was a hard blow to the Soci-
ety. My thanks go to Diane Hewett, former Society Administrator, who is 
an accomplished writer and author, who has edited the Messenger for the 
past couple of years.  Thanks, Diane for all you do for us.

………….continued on page 3
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It takes many hands to make something good even 
better. The Antique Evaluations event was another 
successful and popular event.  Thanks to our execu-
tive manager, a better location was found that allowed 
us to set up and manage the event much easier.  Un-
fortunately, the COVID-19 crisis prevented us from 
having the event this April. We hope to have it in Sep-
tember 2020 and not compete with a county fair. That 
remains a goal. As always, your input and contribu-
tions to the planning of this annual fund-and-friend-
raiser is warmly invited!

I was not always successful in my goals, hav-
ing lost the effort to save the only intact Civil War fort 
in the country and not just Chesterfield County. The 
battle, from the start ,was futile but we gave it our best 
effort even when we were losing to the bulldozer and 
to county economics. I am indebted to those who 
stood by me with advice and dedicated support. Their 
historical knowledge gave me hope to persist.  Our 
takeaway proved to some that we were not pushovers. 
We fought well. The odds of saving the fort had al-
ready been decided before we knew about the land use 
case, but that did not stop us from trying. I feel that 
Chesterfield County lost a part of its past and future 
generations will be deprived of its value. 

Our new Board of Directors and Officers will 
give us a new start and with your help we will do what 
we do best – keeping Chesterfield County history 
alive.  I ask all members to support these folks. It will 
make their tasks much easier and the Chesterfield His-
torical Society of Virginia will always “endeavor to 
persevere”.
Best Regards,
Buddy

Out on a Limb…
Angie Wilderman

The past few months have been weird to say 
the least. At the very beginning some of you may 
have taken advantage of the stay at home order and 
worked on genealogy projects. If you began to clean 
out closets and drawers, did you find family heir-
looms that you hadn’t looked at in years? As time 
went on, how did you fare with your projects? I took 
advantage of learning opportunities and listened to 
webinars featuring noted genealogy speakers and a 
GRIVA meeting on DNA. Then I ventured out a little 

further and took in the BBC History Magazine Medie-
val Life and Death Festival. This was a fascinating se-
ries of talks on crime and violence, food, faith and re-
ligion, medicine, love and marriage. Of course, the 
regularly scheduled meetings were held via Zoom and 
after a while, a person can only take in so much. An-
other option was the Victory Garden concept. During 
World War II, people planted gardens to sustain their 
family’s needs. Many of us put in tomatoes and other 
vegetables to get us out of doors and away from the 
computer. Enjoy the projects you tackle and we will 
meet again.

Welcome to Our New Members!
Membership in the Chesterfield Historical So-

ciety of VA offers a unique opportunity to share our 
mission to collect, preserve, interpret and promote 
the history of Chesterfield County.  Please join us in 
saying “Welcome and Thank You!” to the following 
new members who have chosen to become part of 
this effort since the start of this year:
Fred and Fran Boswell, Dale and Elizabeth Burgess , 
Orazio and Peggy Ciccarelli, Janet DeOrio, Ann Dun-
bar, Marcia and Wayne Elliott, Cathy Griffith, Tina 
Jones, Lavina Livingston , Margaret Marable, Sarita 
Mattson, Brenda Mines, A.W. Moffa, Rebeca Parrott, 
Donna and William Reese, Shirley Winebarger, Ar-
melle Worrel 

2020 Membership Renewals Are Due Now
Chesterfield Historical Society of VA (CHSV) 

annual membership runs from January through De-
cember. Our current membership stands at 250. To 

those members who have already renewed your 
2020 membership, we say thank you. Your on-going 

support is very much appreciated.  
If you have not yet renewed your membership for 

2020, please continue your support by making your 
payment before July 30, 2020. Payment can be made 
online at www.chesterfieldhistory.com or mailed to 
CHSV, P. O. Box 40, Chesterfield, VA 23832. 
Questions re your membership status? Please call the 
CHSV office: (804)796-7121
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April’s Teaser: A Civil War Weapon with ties 
to Chesterfield

Teddy Cogbill
On a hot day in July 1863, soldiers met on the 

fields outside Gettysburg Pa. July 3rd was especially hot 
for the warriors who were wearing uniforms of heavy 
wool. The battle had started on July 1st before all the 
combatants had mustered at Gettysburg. Already thou-
sands of soldiers on both sides were dead or wounded. 

Frustrated earlier by the inability to break the Un-
ion line on the right or left flank, General Robert E. Lee 
made the decision to push all his effort into the “copse of 
trees” at the center of the line on Cemetery Ridge. There 
was a slight angle at the copse which was fortified with 
fierce cannon. This became known as The Angle. 

General George Pickett gathered his forces and, 
while the Confederate cannon began to fire in an effort to 
soften the Union line, formed the infantry for the march 
known as “Pickett’s Charge”. Among the soldiers queued 
to make this terrible advance were Captain WWT Cogbill, 
leader of the Chesterfield Brigade, 14th Virginia, Co D, and 
his young nephew Private Marcus Aurelius Cogbill, stand-
ard bearer.

Later this action would be known as “The high 
water mark of the Confederacy” noting those courageous 
men who breached the Wall at The Angle. Captain Cogbill 
made it across the Wall but was killed just beyond the 
stones. It is said he fell as General Lewis Armistead 
reached down to aid WWT. There is a plaque noting 
where Gen Armistead’s wounded body was found at the 
Angle. I have been to the spot and it is indeed powerful. 
However Captain Cogbill’s body was never identified and 
returned to his family in Chesterfield.

              

Much research has never provided an answer to 
this mystery. WWT’s sword and diary, however, has been 
found and preserved by our cousin Tom Cogbill of Ala-
bama. Tom provided pictures of this important family arti-
fact. In conclusion, it falls to us to remember the bravery 

of our ancestors who fought for their beliefs. It is also our 
heritage to unify and live in communion with all regardless 
of gender, race or creed.
          

The result of Recent Research Brings an End 
to a Cogbill Ghost Story

Teddy Cogbill
Allow me to add how we learned of the graves. As 

usual, I was in the County Records Room at the new court-
house when an employee mentioned that the new court-
house was already haunted. Laughing I asked why? She 
said the construction crew discovered graves and bones 
when building the courthouse. AND that several sheriffs 
had claimed seeing ghosts. Suddenly I knew exactly who 
the ghosts were. Hopefully the following is how peace was 
brought to their ghostly wanderings. I then inquired with 
my cousin Jack sharing my theory and off we went. Many 
thanks to Jack and John Cogbill in bringing a respectful 
close to this.

Athwilda Parke Cogbill b 1850 d 1853
Athlinda Margaret Cogbill b 1855 d 1857
Fayette Lafon Cogbill b 1852 d 1856
Martha Ida Cogbill b 1858
Unnamed Infant Son b 1861

Initially the children of WWT Cogbill (Williamson 
Willis Tilghman Cogbill, Clerk of the Court and leader of 
the Confederate Chesterfield Militia KIA Pickett’s Charge) 
and Lucy Catherine Winfree were interred in the family 
cemetery located at their old home place near Chester-
field Courthouse, Va. When the graves were found during 
the construction of the present Courts building, the coun-
ty's administration relocated their remains to Sunset Cem-
etery and reinterred the Cogbill family in unmarked 
graves. In 2016 when their anonymous status was discov-
ered, descendent John V Cogbill Jr and his son John V Cog-
bill lll worked diligently to establish an appropriate grave-
stone dedicated to the memory of his ancestors, all of 
whom had died in infancy. His efforts have brought peace 
and honor to his ancestors. These efforts are especially 
compelling in that Captain WWT Cogbill, father of 
Athwilda, Fayette, Athlinda, Martha Ida and an unnamed 
son, died at the Battle of Gettysburg July 3, 1863. His body 
was never returned to his grieving family. WWTs surviving 
children (Pattie, Lucy, Viola and Philip Valentine) lived to 
adulthood and have found their eternal rest elsewhere.
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2020-2021 Board of Directors,
Members Vote Required

At July 26, 2020 Annual Meeting
(Governance Committee)

During the business part of the July 26th Annual Meeting of 
the Chesterfield Historical Society of VA, members will be 
asked to vote on the following slate of officers and direc-
tors as well as nominees to our Board of Directors:

President: Nicholas Carico
Vice President: Jerry Netherland
Treasurer: John Longnaker*
Recording Secretary: Bernard Anderson
Past President: George ‘Buddy’ Cranford
Directors-at-Large:
Joan Jackson
Pat Barron
David Limmer
Crystal Monroe
Scott Williams
Renee Penland*
Phil Daffron*
Henry Coalter*
Anne Moseley Brandon*

*Nominees to our Board of Directors, please see the fol-
lowing details:

John Longnaker – Originally from Pennsylvania, John is a 
civil engineer employed as vice president for Delta Airport 
Consultants, Inc., an airport design company headquar-
tered in Midlothian. In 1994, John and his wife Rebecca 
moved to Chesterfield County where they raised twin girls. 
During the past several years, John has volunteered with 
our Military History committee as well as at various local 
historic events including Eppington Day, Falling Creek Iron-
works Day and Midlothian Mines Day. 
Renee Penland – Raised in Chesterfield, Renee graduated 
from Meadowbrook High School and Randolph Macon 
College. Employed by Amazon Prime Now in Richmond 
and its RIC2 Fulfillment Center in Chester, she is currently 
enrolled in Amazon’s Career Choice Program studying 
Web Development. An active member of CHSV where she 
regularly catalogs genealogy books, Renee also volunteers 
as historian for the Chesterfield Courthouse Chapter of 
the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution). 
Phil Daffron – A lifelong resident of Chesterfield and Rich-
mond, Phil graduated from Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity with a B.S. degree in Real Estate and Land 

Development. He is currently employed by the Common-
wealth of VA as an appraiser of railroad and pipeline prop-
erty. Before Google maps, Phil created a digital image of 
all commercial real estate along Route 1 and Route 60 in 
Chesterfield.
Henry Coalter – Born, raised and educated in Chesterfield, 
Henry is a Charter Member of CHSV (1981). He recently re-
tired from the Commonwealth of VA Department of Gen-
eral Services where he worked for 43 years in lab technol-
ogy and instrument making, computer systems engineer-
ing and information technology. A keen numismatist, 
Henry was involved in the design of the VA State Quarter, 
officially unveiled in 2000 in Jamestown.
Anne Moseley Brandon - Anne grew up on the family farm 
in the Moseley area named for her ancestors; she and her 
brothers are the seventh generation to live there. Our re-
search library is named for her mother Lucille Cheatham 
Moseley, a founding member of the society. Anne gradu-
ated from Midlothian High School and Longwood College.  
Since 1979, Anne has worked in real estate, receiving nu-
merous awards including the prestigious Adrian Bendheim 
Award for Outstanding Sales Associate of the Year in 2002. 
Anne volunteers in Magnolia Grange.

Library Donations & Acquisitions
Liess van der Linden-Brusse

COVID-19 Update – At the time of writing, our research 
library in Historic Trinity Church is still closed.  We are 
waiting for instructions from Chesterfield County regard-
ing the timing for reopening.  It is possible that we may do 
so in phases:  initially only be able to open for volunteers 
to do their work, before actually opening to the public 
again.  Meanwhile, as you empty out your attics and gar-
ages, please remember how much we welcome old maps, 
photos, manuscripts, news clippings, yearbooks, personal 
memoirs, brochures and flyers on Chesterfield families, 
places and events.
As we navigate through this surreal world of the pan-
demic, we all recognize that “this too shall pass...” What 
we need is patience and a large spoonful of passion to 
continue our mission to collect and preserve those pre-
cious items that tell the unique story of Chesterfield 
County history.  Thank you and please stay safe and 
healthy!

The following items have been added to our 
Library Collection:
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Genealogy
BAILEY Family – Research notes on Chesterfield County 
residents associated with James Bailey (1700-1763), com-
piled and donated by Mary Ellen Howe
BUTLER Family Genealogy Records, by Joseph Meunier 
(1797), donated by Marie Butler
EPPES Family Pedigree charts for ancestors and descend-
ants of Francis Eppes of VA (1597-1674), compiled and do-
nated by Shirley ‘Ley’ Diller (Manuscript Collection)
The RAILEY Line, a Genealogy, by Marilyn O. Railey (2019), 
donated by the author
General Interest
A Community in Christ – Methodist Pastors 1878-2020, 
Chester United Methodist Church, donated by Mary 
Musselwhite
A Community in Christ – Sanctuaries & Properties (2020), 
Chester United Methodist Church, donated by Mary 
Musselwhite
Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office 270 Years of Dedicated 
Service (1749-2019), donated by Russ Lescault
Elections – Democratic Ticket, Midlothian District, May 
1883, donated by Henry Coalter (Manuscript Collection)
Maps
Henrico & Chesterfield Counties, VA, 1862, by order of 
Maj. Gen. W. H. Steven, Chief Engineer, DNV (Dept. of 
Northern VA), purchased
Chesterfield County, VA, 1862-1863 (Color), by Col. J. F. 
Gilmer, Chief Engineer’s Office, DNV, purchased
Drewry’s Bluff-Chesterfield County, VA, 1864 (Color), 
Gilmer Collection, Confederate Engineer’s Bureau, pur-
chased
Chesterfield County, VA, Between Richmond & Petersburg 
1864, drawn from surveys made by order of Maj. Gen. J. F. 
Gilmer, CSA, donated by Angie Wilderman
Vicinity of Richmond, VA and Part of the Peninsula 1864, 
compiled from surveys made under the direction of Capt. 
A. H. Campbell, CSA, donated by Joyce Espenscheid
Chesterfield County, VA, 1866, (Color) Enlargement from 
map made from actual surveys, map maker unknown, do-
nated by County Extension Office
Chesterfield County, VA, 1888 (Color), by J. E. LaPrade, do-
nated by County Extension Office
Chesterfield County, VA, Primary & Secondary Highway 
System 1947, VA Dept. of Highways, anonymous donor  
Midlothian Topographic Map 1949, compiled by the U.S. 
Army Map Services, purchased
Chesterfield County, VA, Aerial Survey 1972, by U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture, 4 parts, anonymous donor

Chesterfield County, VA, General Highways 1987, plus (4) 
supplements: Chippenham Parkway area, Chester area, 
Pocahontas Park area, & Brandermill/Swift Creek Reser-
voir area, by VA Dept. of Transportation, anonymous do-
nor
Pocahontas State Park & Forest 1988, by VA Dept. of For-
estry, anonymous donor
Chesterfield County, VA, General Highways 1993, plus (4) 
supplements: Chippenham Parkway area, Chester area, 
Pocahontas Park area, & Brandermill/Swift Creek Reser-
voir area, by VA Dept. of Transportation, anonymous do-
nor 
Chesterfield County, VA, 1995, Street map by order of the 
Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors, donated by 
Sandy Armstrong
Bermuda Hundred, VA, Resource Protection & Proposed 
Historic District 1998, by Chesterfield County Dept. of En-
vironmental Engineering, anonymous donor
Chesterfield Gazetteer – Celebrating 250 Years of History 
1749-1999, compiled by Chesterfield County Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Engineering, donated by W. Guy Smith
Military History
Unusual Persons of the Civil War, by Webb Garrison 
(1966), donated by Charlotte LaRoy
Forgotten Soldiers of WWI, America’s Immigrant Dough-
boys, by Alexander F. Barnes & Peter L. Belmonte (2018), 
autographed copy donated by authors 
My Fellow Soldiers, Gen. John Pershing and the Americans 
who helped win the Great War, by Andrew Carroll (2017), 
donated by George ‘Buddy’ Cranford
Five Lieutenants – The Heartbreak Story of Five Harvard 
Men who led America to Victory in WWI, by James Carl 
Nelson (2012), donated by George ‘Buddy’ Cranford
Virginians at War, Volume I, World War II Lesson Plans 
correlated to the VA Standards of Learning (SOL), DVD 
(2004), donated by Jerry Rudd
Virginians at War, Volume II, World War II, Korean War, 
Vietnam War Lesson Plans correlated to the VA Standards 
of Learning (SOL), DVD (2009), donated by Jerry Rudd 
Rare Books
The History of the First Discovery & Settlement of Virginia 
(1746), by William Stith, 1965 Reprint Edition by VA Herit-
age Series, donated by Randall Bass
Scrapbooks
Chesterfield Historical Society of VA 2020, compiled by 
CHSV Library Committee
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Home Demonstration Club – Chester/Centralia, VA, 1928-
1941, donated by Beverly Dudley 

A Quest for Freedom
Buddy Cranford

An indication of a revolution being at Virginia's 
doorstep came when the Royal Governor Lord Dunmore 
dissolved the Virginia House of Burgesses for supporting 
the city of Boston against the closing of the Port of Boston 
by Lord North.   It was not until 1775 that the Colony of 
Virginia had committed to the cause of American Inde-
pendence.  In Colonial Virginia, the Revolutionary War was 
quite complex and a series of events created chaos and 
concerns for all the Colonists.  It was a time when men 
cried for freedom and demanded action.  Many were in 
agreement at separation from the King of England and 
others wanted no part.  This created a problem for the Pa-
triots who had to deal with their fair share of Tories.

A militia army was needed. An ordinance enacted 
by the Virginia Convention of July 1775 required most free 
males "above the age of sixteen, and under fifty years" to 
be enlisted into the militia. Five months later another law 
set March 1776 as the date for dividing each militia com-

pany in every county into ten equal "di-
visions," which would serve during 
emergencies according to their numeri-
cal order. (Hening, Statutes, 9: 27, 89-
90).  On May 15, 1776 the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly voted unanimously for 
independence.

The Virginia Governor, Lord Dun-
more, a British Tory, concerned for his 

own safety, bolted to a British war vessel in the harbor of 
Norfolk, VA.  He still considered himself in charge of the 
Colonists affairs.  From there and safely on board the ship, 
he was still able to harass the Virginia Colonists.  First was 
the “Gunpowder Incident”, started when Lord Dunmore
organized the removal of locks from firearms in Williams-
burg’s armory and seized stores of gunpowder. Citing a 
potential slave insurrection, Dunmore ordered the re-
moval of these supplies from the armory and transported 
the weapons to a British warship.  Dunmore was not con-
tent with just harassing the eastern shore colonists; his 
“proclamation” published on November 7, 1775 decreed 
an offer of freedom to slaves and indentured servants if 
they declared their loyalty to the British and took up arms 
in the British military. That decree further angered the 
Colonists.
     Dunmore was challenged by the Militia companies 

fielded from the counties along the Blue Ridge Mountains 
and from the Militiamen from Central Virginia, including 
Chesterfield and the Tidewater area.  The British intent 
was to plunder and take what they could. Chesterfield 
Minutemen were involved in this contest as noted by pen-
sion claims in the 1800s.

The Indian problem on Virginia’s western frontier 
became the second phase of the war. The Indians had 
been stunned by their defeat at Point Pleasant in 1774, 
but urged on by British emissaries and white renegades, 
they at length began to harass the weak settlements in 
Kentucky. A large force of militia was sent to the Holston 
River area. This army was in part made up of men from 
east of the Blue Ridge. The militia of the Shenandoah Val-
ley was able to stand off the Indians.  

During the summer of 1775, Dunmore gathered a 
few ships and with a force of British and local Tories began 
to aggravate the shores of the Chesapeake Bay. He plun-
dered plantation houses, abused women and children, 
stole slaves, and burned seaports. By October 1775 he was 
repulsed from Hampton, VA and in December of that year 
was defeated near Norfolk. But on New Year’s Day, 1776, 

he cannonaded 
and burned Nor-
folk. General An-
drew Lewis took 
command of the 
Virginia forces 
and drove Dun-
more from his 
stronghold on 
Gwynn's Island in 
the Chesapeake. 

Thomas 
Jefferson realized the value of Chesterfield County.  In 
1779, he suggested to General Peter Muhlenberg that 
Chesterfield “be the place of the rendezvous” because he 
considered the location to be a healthy and convenient lo-
cation.  It was already a training post and Baron von 
Steuben had suggested that the post be converted to a 
rendezvous for all recruits. Colonial Virginia did not main-
tain a standing army. Nearly everyone was engaged in ag-
riculture, and needed to plant in the spring and harvest in 
the fall. Virginia was not wealthy enough to afford full-
time soldiers. Whenever there were colonial "alarms" 
about pirates or Indians, riders on horses would spread 
the word to various farms and the men would assemble as 
needed.  

Thus, Chesterfield County inhabitants became em-
broiled in a new quest of freedom. Many young boys and 
men would over a course of five years be drafted or 
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volunteer into the Chesterfield Militia and be sent to all 
parts of to keep the British Army at a distance.  They even-
tually fought on their own county turf in their quest for 
freedom and played a part in Lord Cornwallis’ defeat at 
Yorktown.

Society President Buddy Cranford Addresses 
the Current COVID Pandemic Situation

On March 17th, 2020, the COVID – 19 pandemic impacted 
the Richmond metropolitan region, including Chesterfield 
County.  All indoor recreation facilities within the county 
were closed consistent with public health guidance. Part-
time staff within the county was furloughed and all in-per-
son classes, programs and events were cancelled. As of 
publication date, all historic sites within the county are still 
closed to the public. The county created a COVID Task Force 
that has been working on a tiered plan to phase in reopen-
ing of county facilities and recreation amenities.

The June 5th, Phase Two plan specifically addresses recrea-
tional sports, entertainment venues, museums and other 
businesses. The goal for the County is to have our historic 
sites open by July and the county is working diligently to en-
sure that when facilities can be opened safely to the public, 
new safeguards will be put in place for our volunteers, staff 
and our visitors. The CHSV Board of Directors and officers 
are encouraging the county to reinstate our part-time staff, 
especially our Administrator, without whom the business 
end of the Society is at a standstill.  

We are working hard to reopen the Chesterfield Historical 
Society, regain the trust of our members and customers and 
do what we do best for the county citizens.  My thanks to 
members Pat Barron, Liess van der Linden-Brusse, and An-
gie Wilderman for their help. And to Bryan Truzzie for his 
help throughout this ordeal.  He has done his best to ensure 
our business end was not completely stopped.  We will sur-
vive this.  

Sarah C. Snead, the Deputy County 
Administrator for Human Services, 
announced her retirement effec-

tive October 1, 2020. Her successor 
is expected to be announced by 

September. Sarah has been an ad-
vocate for the Historical Society 
during her time with the county 

and is a current member of the So-
ciety. She has been our friend for 
many years and our voice in the 

County Administration. She has al-
ways been a voice of reasoning 

and often a calming of my anxie-
ties and frustrations. She has been 

my friend and she will be sorely 
missed. We wish her well in her 

retirement and we hope to see her 
often at our activities. May her re-

tirement be blessed.


