
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  Number 103                                                                                                      October 2012                                                                                                              

                                                                                    
  Fall Quarterly Meeting  

Sunday, October 28th, 2 pm   Richmond Railroad Museum 
102 Hull Street, Richmond 

 
Please join us for our Fall Quarterly Members Meeting and a tour of the 
historic Richmond Railroad Museum, formerly known as the Hull Street 
Station located at 102 Hull Street, at the south end of the 14

th
 Street/ 

Mayo Bridge. This quarterly meeting ties in with our Society’s new exhibit 
at the County Museum, entitled, “Chesterfield County Railroads: From 
Mule Power to Steam Power,” scheduled to run from September 1

st
 

through the end of December. 
Operated by volunteers of the Old Dominion Chapter (ODC) of 

the National Railway Historical Society, the Hull Street Station property 
was donated to the chapter by the Southern Railway in 1982 for the 
purpose of establishing a permanent railway museum and library. In the 
fall of 2011, the restored Southern Railway passenger station was opened 
as the Richmond Railroad Museum.  The new facility now includes a 
stationmaster’s office, the freight room where thousands of donated 
railway artifacts, papers and records are displayed, a gift shop, and a room 
for a two-level model railroad which is currently under construction. On 
view outside are a steam saddle locomotive, baggage car and caboose. 
The museum strives to interpret the social and economic impact that 
railroads and their employees had, and continue to have, on the Richmond 
area and its citizens. 

During our visit, ODC volunteers will provide historical 
background on the founding and restoration of the museum as well as its 
exhibits.  Please join us! The event is free and refreshments will be served.    
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are to 

collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 
 the education of present and future generations 

The museum has just acquired this wine 
bottle seal.  The writing says “F. Eppes 
1732.”  It was discovered on property near 
the confluence of the James and 
Appomatox in the 1960’s. 
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From the President – 
  
Your Board of Directors works very hard for the Society.  I want to personally 
thank them and thank them for you.  As you know they are volunteers and each 
and every one of them is deserving of our appreciation. 
 
I know you are disappointed not to see a new coat of paint on Castlewood.  To 
satisfy a requirement for the federal grant which will help to fund the project, it is 
necessary to do an archaeological study of the grounds immediately around the 
building.  The field work for that study begins this month.  The county has begun 
repairs to Magnolia Grange where shutters have been removed and work will be 
done to stabilize doors and some flooring.  The porch to the old jail has been 
replaced to make it stronger.  A step has also been added.  The public will find it 
easier and safer to reach the front door. 
 
Last month some of my family took a trip to Boston, Massachusetts, an area 
where I lived for nearly eight years in the 1960s.  We went strictly as tourists this 
time.  What a marvelous job the Boston area does with its history.  We took an all 
day bus tour, an architectural boat tour in the bay and the Charles River Basin, and 
spent two days doing our own things.  Brochures, maps, and the availability of 
information on line was a great help. Are you aware of the van tours and boat 
tours available here in the county?  Make sure you regularly look at the Society’s 
web site (chesterfieldhistory.com) and Chesterfield’s tourist web site 
(visitchesterfieldva.com) to keep up with these events.  Let your friends and family 
know about these web sites.  If you don’t have access to a computer or need the 
very latest, just call our office for information (804-796-7131).   Residents and 
visitors are always welcome. 
 
ACT (The Alliance for Cultural Heritage Tourism) here in Chesterfield is funding a 
two-page tourism editorial in US Airways magazine, which will reach millions of 
travelers.  The Chesterfield Historical Society will be part of this tourism effort.   
 
If you haven’t seen the exhibit on early trains in Chesterfield at the county 
museum, please do so.  Our thanks go to Pat Roble, George Cranford, their 
committee, and all those members and friends who loaned artifacts for the 
exhibit.  In connection with railroads, please note the Quarterly Meeting this 
month with information elsewhere in this issue of The Messenger.  Please bring 
yourself, your family, and your friends.   
 
Tra 
 
From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by December 10 any submissions you 
would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net.  Your stories, 
research, and photos are all welcome.  If your submission is handwritten or typed, 
please provide to Diane Dallmeyer.  
 
Diane will be signing her book about Chesterfield history at Costco on Mall Drive 
on Saturday October 13 from 11 – 1.  Come out and show your support.  Also, we 
are offering an opportunity to members interested in being part of this year's 
Shoppers Fair. This collaborative effort of the museum gift shops from around 
Richmond will be held at the Science Museum on November 2nd and 3rd.   
 
There will be a Shopper’s Fair  preview, for members of participating organizations 
only.  It is Thursday from 5-9 and the Saturday/Sunday hours will be 9-5. Anyone 
who volunteers to help the Fair as a whole, as a greeter or other helper, will get a 
2 hour shift and a 10% discount throughout all the Fair at participating vendors. 
Anyone  volunteering to take a shift at CHS's booth will get their usual 10%   
membership discount at our booth. Interested participants can phone Tamara at 
796-1479. 
 
 
  

CHS Events  See the detailed event information on the back cover.  
View our website for the most up-to-date information. 

 
 

 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
file:///C:/Users/Pete/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net
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Dora the Doffer, and Mabel from Maintenance 
This is the first article in a new series on the history of the 
DuPont Spruance Plant, located on the site of the Ampthill 
Plantation.  I find it remarkable that one property  can be the 
home of two of Chesterfield County’s most important  historical 
sites.  It is a reminder that history never stops.  While Ampthill 
and its owner Archibald Cary contributed to the early history of 
the County, the DuPont Spruance plant has operated in the 
County for nearly 80 years and has had a significant impact on 
the County’s economic development and modern history.  This 
article about women at the plant was provided by DuPont. - 
editor 
 
Spruance had no Rosie the riveter, but it did have thousands of 
proud women who learned many of the jobs necessary to run the 
plant during the war.  It was a novel idea to have women 
perform so much of the labor-intensive work, but it was 
necessary and it succeeded. 

The Spruance Cellophane Plant News carried a column 
in 1942 that captures how many women felt about their service.  
“The saying ‘Woman’s place is in the home’ is rapidly expanding 
to include their dual role of homemaker and war worker,” the 
columnist wrote.  “They have rolled up their sleeves and 
responded to their country’s call with all the vengeance and 
energy that usually 
went into spring 
cleaning. 

“Women are 
learning to handle 
even the more 
difficult pieces of 
machinery which 
were previously 
operated by men 
only…These women 
have their various 
reasons for working, 
(but) whatever their 
reason, all have a 
common aim and the 
same impelling force 
drives them towards 
America’s goal.” 
 In an effort 
to recognize that kind 
of dedication, the 
Spruance Rayon War 
Production 
Committee devised a 
program for female war workers.  Women in Production Service 
(WIPS) was organized in 1943 to unite Spruance women in the 
camaraderie of the war effort.  Its popularity, though, exceeded 
everyone’s expectations.  Within months WIPS was being 
publicized nationwide, and many other industries started similar 
organizations. 
 
WIPS at Spruance offered special recognition for outstanding 
records in safety, attendance, suggestions and other areas.  
Women wore prominent WIPS emblems at work to identify 
themselves as “homefront soldiers.”  Five ranks were established 
in the organization, and varying degrees of individual effort 
would result in a “promotion.” 
 
The results of those efforts were staggering: Suggestions rose 
700 percent, injuries were cut in half, and participation in 
purchasing war bonds hit 98 percent.  The chairman of WIPS 
throughout its existence was Evelyn Richmond.  “WIPS drew the 
females of the plant together, for we were all striving for the 
same thing,” she recalled when she retired in 1969.  “The 
teamwork it created among the women has lasted until this very 
day.” 
 

Newspaper Stories from Chesterfield’s Past 
Peter Lipowicz 

Chesterfield County did not have a newspaper of its own, so 
much of the daily history that might have been recorded is lost 
forever.  But there were a few occasions where the story from 
Chesterfield was so interesting that it was in a major newspaper.  
Most of these stories are about murder and mayhem.  The best 
example is the trial of Henry Beattie, which was an international 
story.  But there are also offbeat stories and stories with some 
historical merit.  Those are the ones I will be featuring here and 
in upcoming issues. 
 
Chief Redwing Gets Go-Ahead for Oil Drilling in  County 
Washington Post January 26, 1943 
Who knew there was oil here?  Robert Redwing  was reported to 
own 3200 acres in the County.  He had already drilled a well to 
1700 feet and expected to find oil at 3500 feet.  It was also 
reported that he had a large power boat on the James and a farm 
near Richmond. He claimed to be an Oklahoma Cherokee chief.  
He wanted to join the Army.  It wasn’t clear who gave him the 
go-ahead to drill.  I could not find any report of how things 
turned out.  I checked on other stories about Robert Redwing 
and found that possibly the same man had been questioned in 
the investigation of the murder of a wealthy New Yorker Albert 
Langford in 1945.  In that case, Mr. Redwing: introduced the 
victim to a “Baroness” who turned out to be a Hollywood 
actress..  There is another mention of a Chief Robert Redwing in 
the Florence Times Daily of Alabama in 1930.  In that story Mr. 
Redwing is discussing plans for a movie studio just for Native 
Americans.   There are no reports in any of the stories that 
verified Mr. Redwing’s identity or whether he was truly a 
Cherokee chief. 
 
Brothers, Former Slaves Meet After 66 Years 
Chicago Tribune July 14, 1899 
This story reports that Nathan Branch, an African-American 
resident of Evanston, Illinois will meet his brother Lee of Macon, 
Georgia.  The last time they were together was in 1833 when 
they were auctioned as slaves.  The auction was held at a 
plantation in Chesterfield County, Virginia.  Note that the story 
was written before they met.   
 
Balloon Race Winner 
New York Time October 14, 1909 
There was a balloon race in Chesterfield?  Not exactly.  The 
balloon race started in St. Louis, and ended right here in our 
County.  The winning balloon covered the 731 mile distance in 
19.25 hours.  It seems pretty far for a race, but it was actually an 
endurance event.  A. Holland Forbes won the Lahm Cup for his 
efforts.  When he landed, he thought it was the Chesapeake Bay 
nearby but it was the James River.  The Lahm Cup was probably 
named after Frank Lahm, an early American aviator born in 1877.  
I could not determine where the Lahm Cup resides today, but it 
does not appear to be a prize anymore and hasn’t been for a long 
time.  The next year Mr. Forbes survived a balloon accident while 
flying from Illinois to New York. 
 
Obituary for David Dunlop 
New York Times January 2, 1916 
He was a breeder of fine horses and was a mainstay at all the big 
racing events.  He was also the owner of Ellerslie.  Mr. Dunlop 
was 42 years old.  His other business was tobacco where he 
partnered with the British American Tobacco Company.  If you 
ever see the vintage tobacco label “The Belle of Virginia” you will 
notice that it comes from David Dunlop’s company.  The business 
records are available at Duke University in the British American 
Tobacco collection.  The records span 1842 until 1920. 
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1862: The Year In Review 
D. Michael Thomas      

Veterans Data Base Sesquicentennial Series 
The effects of the War Between the States were relatively mild in 
1861 for Chesterfield County and her men serving in the 
Confederate army. The home front remained fairly normal 
despite the absence of over 1,000 men in service. The Union 
blockade was ineffective and European goods arrived regularly if 
in smaller quantities via blockade runners. Hopes remained high 
that negotiations would bring peace and recognition of the 
Confederacy as an independent nation. Few soldiers had fired 
their weapons in battle and just one soldier from the county died 
in combat. Their real enemy in 1861 was disease in all its various 
forms. Measles, mumps, typhus, yellow fever and a host of 
others wracked the entire army. Seven soldiers from the county 
died of disease but hundreds more were hospitalized or sent 
home for extended periods to recover.  

The year 1862 began quietly and promising, but it soon 
became apparent the war would likely escalate and several new 
Chesterfield commands were formed for service in the field. The 
first Great Battle of the war, at Shiloh in Tennessee, took place 6-
7 April 1862 and served notice to both North and South that war 
carried a horrendous toll in human life. Shiloh produced 20,000 
casualties (3,500 Americans from both sides dead and another 
16,500 wounded) and the Richmond area realized similar fighting 
might soon show up at their doors. In mid-May, the Union navy 
threatened Richmond by sending a flotilla centered on a couple 
of ironclads up the James River. This force was stopped by 
Confederate forces at Drewry’s Bluff in a battle lasting over four 
hours. Two Chesterfield units (about 100 men each) acquitted 
themselves well in their baptism of fire. The Southside Artillery, 
manning two pieces of heavy artillery, scored numerous hits on 
the Union vessels and The Elliott Grays (Company I, 6

th
 Virginia 

Infantry), posted as sharpshooters along the river bank below the 
fort, helped drive the enemy below deck with their musketry. 
Neither unit suffered casualties that day and Chesterfield was 
grateful to have been spared. 

In late May, Union General George B. McClellan moved 
his massive army up the peninsula to the eastern outskirts of 
Richmond. Confederate General Joseph Johnston attempted to 
drive him away in the 2-day Battle of Seven Pines (also known as 
Fair Oaks), 31 May - 1 June,  which ended with the opposing 
armies in nearly the same position as at the start of the fighting. 
In this first Great Battle in the east, each side suffered heavily 
with a combined total of about 1,800 killed and nearly 9,000 
wounded. Chesterfield units involved reported 12 dead or 
mortally wounded and another 20 wounded seriously enough to 
warrant hospitalization. Undoubtedly many more were wounded 
but treated and returned to their commands as “walking 
wounded”, but it is impossible to determine a number because 
such records were not kept during the war. The key result of this 
battle was that Johnston was wounded and succeeded by 
General Robert E. Lee. 

Just 3 weeks later Lee took the offensive against 
McClellan and drove him well away from Richmond with what is 
termed The Seven Days Battles (25 June - 1 July) in which six 
separate engagements were fought. The casualties were a 
staggering total of 5,200 dead and 24,000 wounded.  Richmond 
hospitals overflowed with wounded soldiers and citizens in 
Richmond, Manchester and Chesterfield turned their houses and 
other buildings into hospitals for sick and wounded. Chesterfield 
casualties were again very high. The final tally showed 27 
Chesterfield men killed and 34 men hospitalized with serious 
wounds with most of the casualties occurring at Malvern Hill on 1 
July.    

Lee rested and reorganized his army for several weeks. 
With it evident Richmond was safe from threats from the east, 
he marched his army toward northern Virginia to meet a new 
threat. The first result of this new campaign was the 3 day battle 
of 2

nd
 Manassas (28 - 30 August) where he again drove the Union 

foe from the battlefield. Of the aggregate 3,400 dead and 16,000 
wounded, at least 10 men in Chesterfield units were killed in 

action and another 18 seriously wounded. Less than 3 weeks 
later, on 17 September, the 2 armies clashed again at Sharpsburg 
along Antietam Creek. Strangely, in the bloodiest single day of 
combat in American history (3,700 killed and 17,300 wounded), 
only 1 Chesterfield soldier was reported killed and 6 others badly 
wounded. Lee returned his army to Virginia where it rested and 
recovered from the summer’s bloody and intense fighting. 

In November, a new Union commander, General 
Ambrose Burnside, commenced a rare winter offensive. Lee 
quickly moved to meet this threat and soundly defeated Burnside 
at Fredericksburg (11-15 December) in the last major 
engagement of the year. Two men from Chesterfield killed in this 
action and 6 wounded were among the totals of 1,900 killed and 
14,000 wounded. With the conclusion of the battle, the armies of 
each side went into winter quarters and began preparation for 
action in the spring of 1863. 

In lesser actions and battles away from the main 
Confederate army, Chesterfield units suffered 16 additional 
battle related deaths, 2 of them likely from a friendly fire 
incident, and 34 seriously wounded.  Known Chesterfield 
battlefield casualties for 1862 totaled 58 men dead and 100 
more hospitalized with serious wounds, the vast majority coming 
from infantry commands. The number of “walking wounded” 
must have been frightful. Additionally, forty soldiers died of 
disease over the course of the year. All told, 98 men in service 
from Chesterfield County died in 1862, the most in any year of 
the war. Hundreds of others were incapacitated by disease at 
one time or another and an unknown total of “walking wounded” 
added to the suffering and sorrow. With a ratio of 1 man in every 
8 in service either dying or being seriously wounded, Chesterfield 
and her men in gray were glad to see the year come to a close.  

Chesterfield civilians experienced a wide range of 
emotions during the year. Early hope for peace had transformed 
into foreboding and fear when McClellan’s army reached 
Richmond’s outskirts. The roar of cannon and musket volleys so 
close to home in the battles of May and June caused much 
tension and strain and the loss of so many men affected the 
entire county. Yet, Chesterfield citizens responded quickly, 
positively and unselfishly to care for the sick and wounded. 
Morale and confidence were rejuvenated as Union forces were 
driven nearly back to Washington, D.C.   

By the end of 1862, about 1,600 men from Chesterfield 
had enlisted in the Confederate army. About 200 had been 
discharged for one reason or another and with over 100 deaths, 
the number remaining in service at year’s end was about 1,300. A 
much smaller number, probably close to 100, were in the 
Confederate navy.  The absence of this sizeable portion of the 
adult male population had a profound effect on the home front. 
Women found themselves responsible for managing farms or 
running businesses. Certainly they relied on the over-age men 
around in many respects, but the burden of decision making fell 
to them on a daily basis while still having to tend house and care 
for their children. They became creative and resourceful by 
necessity and, by all accounts, successfully met the challenges 
thrust upon them. They worked hard to keep morale high for 
both their soldiers and themselves by sewing garments, knitting 
socks, blankets and bandages or making soap.  Despite these 
substantial responsibilities, life on the home front continued on a 
relatively normal basis. Babies were born, schooling for children 
continued and crops were good. Except for a shortage of salt, 
basic needs were available. One subtle change, however, was 
that neighbors and their nearby communities became tight knit 
and supportive of one another, something that would develop 
further as the war continued. 
 
**Special Note: Casualty figures for Chesterfield soldiers are 
from the Veterans Data Base maintained by the Chesterfield 
Historical Society of Virginia. They are supported by service 
records and other creditable sources. Because many records are 
incomplete and others nearly non-existent, the fate of many men 
is unknown and the actual casualty counts may be higher. 
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An Opportunity to Recapture the Oral  
Histories of Our African-American Elders 

Sarah Gregory and Audrey M. Ross 
On February 5, 2011, the Chesterfield County Museum opened its 
doors to the African-American History Committee’s (AAHC) Black 
History Month exhibit entitled FourScore and More: Capturing 
Memories of aged 80 and Older African-Americans in Chesterfield 
County and their Struggles and Successes Experienced.  This article is a 
continuation from the July 2012 issue of The Messenger.   
 
Edward James Jefferson, Sr.         Born June 6, 1918 
Edward James Jefferson, Sr. is one of six children born to the late 
Deacon and Mrs. Benjamin and 
Alice York Jefferson. He married the 
late Vashti Bentley Jefferson and 
from this union was born three 
sons, Edward Jefferson, Jr., 
Welford, and Alfonso Jefferson. He 
is the proud grandfather of three 
granddaughters. He later married 
Gertrude Burford Draper Jefferson 
and became the stepfather to James, 
Jacqueline, Ervin, and Wayne Draper. 
 
Edward was baptized and became a 
member of First Baptist Church of 
Midlothian at an early age. He has 
been active in First Baptist Church of Midlothian all of his life. He 
graduated from Chesterfield County schools. He began teaching 
Sunday School at age 18 until he was drafted into the United 
States Army in 1940 at the age of 21. After he returned from the 
Army, he assumed his duties as Sunday School teacher until he 
joined the Deacon Board in 1951. He has also served as Chairman 
of the Deacon Board, Chairman of the Trustee Board, and Treasurer 
of the Church.  In 1946, Edward joined Hobson Lodge No. 23 in 
Richmond, and has served as Worshipful Master. He now serves as 
Trustee for the lodge, and secretary for the Lodge Retirees Club.  
 
Edward worked at Westvaco Paper Company for 23 years, and 
was elected in 1972 as the International Representative where 
he served until his retirement in 1991.   He also served on the 
Executive Board of the Virginia State AFL-CIO Union for over forty 
years, making him the longest standing member during his 
tenure to serve in that capacity from the Third Congressional 
District of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Edward is very civic-
minded. He works diligently with several voluntary organizations 
in the county, and has served in many advisory capacities.  He  
spends his retirement as a loving family member, good 
community neighbor and friend to all. He shares his contented 
life with his loving wife. In addition to being a diligent 
administrator of the church, Edward is a preserving worker on 
the physical upkeep of the church and grounds. 
   
Louise Permilla Friend – Friend                Born December 15, 1914  
Louise was the oldest of three 
daughters born to Junius Lee and 
Lucy Cogbill Friend, in Chester, 
VA.  When Louise was four, her 
mother passed away in the 1919 
flu epidemic. Louise’s two aunts 
came to look after the young 
sisters until their grandmother 
was able to take over their care.  
When she reached school age, 
Louise’s grandmother held her 
back until her sister, Ruby, was 
old enough and both girls could 
make the dangerous trip 
together.  Each school day they 
took a streetcar to Petersburg, 
and then made the long walk to the school. They attended 

Virginia State Training School on the Virginia Normal School 
campus.  In 1925 Louise’s father remarried and the family moved 
to Pennsylvania where he worked in the coal mines.  In 
December of that year Louise and her sister moved to 
Philadelphia, where they returned to school while living with 
their aunt, Virginia Robinson. Louise attended a women’s 
vocational school where she learned dressmaking. 
 
At age 17, Louise returned to Chesterfield and began domestic 
work for the Wheelwright and later the Reed family.  In 1935 she 
married James B. Friend (no relation) and together they had 3 
sons and a daughter, eventually becoming grandparents of 8 and 
great-grandparents of 9.  While raising her family, Mrs. Friend 
managed the Chesterfield Motel, worked for the Bellwood 
General Defense Supply Agency and also completed her 
Associate's degree in Education. She worked as a teacher’s aide, 
for Chesterfield County Public Schools, retiring in 1980.  Louise 
has been an active member of the PTA, the Home Demonstration 
Club, the Black Chesterfield County Fair, King David’s Lodge, and 
an adult leader for 4-H.  Gardening has been her main hobby; she 
grows beautiful vegetable and flower gardens. She received 
special honors from the Garden Clubs of Virginia in 2007.  
 
Mrs. Friend has taught Sunday School, been a Missionary Leader, 
and held many other positions at the First Baptist Church 
Centralia.  In December 2010, her congregation acknowledged 
their appreciation for her many years of service to both church 
and community.  Mrs. Friend passed away on May 31, 2012. 
 
Richard Roosevelt Jiggetts                 Born in 1921 
Mary Louise Friend                  Born in 1924 
On May 2, 2010, Richard and Mary Louise Friend Jiggetts 
celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary.  Richard was the 
youngest of the fourteen children born to Peter Reeves and Lula 

Sizemore Jiggetts.  Mary Louise, also 
known as “Baby Sis,” was one of five 
children born to Edward and Louise 
Lewis Friend.  Richard and Louise met 
in the 8th grade and married a year 
after graduating from high school in 
1941.  Richard was then called up to 
fight in the Southwest Pacific Theater 
during WWII.  At this time, Louise 
attended Virginia State Normal School, 
obtaining a Collegiate Professional 
degree and joining the Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority. When Richard returned home 
after the war, he became the principal 
at Fluvanna County’s Wildwood 
Elementary School, the same school 

where Louise began her first teaching position.   
 
Mr. Jiggetts held positions at Albemarle Paper Company, David M. 
Lea, and Reynolds Metal Company from which he retired.  At Modern 
Woodwork he became an apprentice architectural draftsman and 
later designed many homes in Brandermill, Woodlake, Lake Chesdin, 
and Wellington Farms Communities.  His work can also be seen in 
numerous churches such as the Brown Grove Churches, the 45,000 
square foot Haven of Hope, and FBCC Fellowship Hall. Mrs. Jiggetts 
received many honors from Hopewell Public Schools including 
Teacher of the Year prior to her 1985 retirement.  
 
As entrepreneurs they started several businesses; in painting, 
woodworking, and Christmas wreaths.  Louise was a member of 
the Order of the Eastern Star, while Richard was a member of J.C. 
Robertson Masonic Lodge #306.  The Jiggetts have served in 
many leadership positions both in their church, First Baptist 
Church of Centralia and in the Virginia State Baptist Deacons’ 
Convention.  They are proud parents to their daughters, Jane and 
Jacqueline. Affectionately called “Dee Dee” (Richard) and 
“Granny” (Louise), the Jiggetts continue to be role models as 
parents and grandparents to many people who meet them.   
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Membership Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

Membership stands at 600. We welcome 16 new members to the 
Society this quarter. Ms Heather Barrar; Ms Sonja R. Bray & Miss 
Cheyenne T. Morgan; Mr. & Mrs. Aubrey Caldwell (Eva); Ms Carol 
Gammons; Ms Caroline Gerloff; Ms JoAnn Gomen; Mr. & Mrs. 
Jim Graham (Ellen); Ms Debra Herbst; Dr. Jerry Jenkins; Mr. & 
Mrs. Christopher Parr (Micki); Ms Cheryl Rivet; Mr. Clay 
Underwood. 
 
And thank you to all of our Business Members:  Colonial Honda, 
Shoosmith Bros., Martins Grocery Stores, Ms. Sandra R. Claytor 
CPA, Express Auto Center, Howlett’s Tavern, Old Stage, 
O’Charley’s, Patient First, David Brown CPA for providing 
accounting services, and Troutman-Sanders for providing legal 
services. 
 

 
Committee Corner - The Library Committee 

Liess Van der Linden-Brusse 
Started in 1981, our Society’s research library has been located at 
historic Castlewood since 1998.  This reference library on 
Chesterfield County history and genealogy is comprised of 25,000 

items, including 
books, 

biographies, rare 
books (some date 
back to the mid-
1800s!), maps, 

manuscripts, 
periodicals, 

vertical files, 
cemetery files, 
family history files 
and a veterans 
database. Our 
picture collection 

contains over 2,500 photographs, slides, negatives and even a 
few historic “tin-types.” Most of our Library collection has been 
donated by local residents and every item has its own story to 
tell.   
 
Library Committee volunteers provide a dual function. They 
assist patrons who walk in, call in or write in with research 
requests, and they undertake a specific on-going library project. 
Such projects include accessioning items into the collection and 
acknowledging these donations; maintaining the vertical file or 

the family history file; 
adding new entries to 
the veterans 
database; restoring 
our growing 
scrapbook collection 
on community 

organizations; 
maintaining the 
historical society’s 
own scrapbooks 
which archive our 
events and exhibits; 
reviewing periodicals 

and newspapers for articles on Chesterfield; duplicating and 
accessioning items into the picture collection.  Volunteers also 
work on various individual research projects such as compiling 
the history of Chesterfield County high schools or the history of 
Chesterfield County business and industry or the history of the 
original landowners of Pocahontas State Park.  
 
Our library is open to our members and the general public 
Monday thru Friday from 10am-4pm. Volunteers choose which 
day of the week they prefer to work at Castlewood and whether 
they wish to work from 10am-4pm or from 10am-1pm or from 1-

4pm.  There are always more 
projects than volunteers so please 
consider joining the Library 
Committee.  For more information 
or to sign up, please call Liess at 
(804)937-0737.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fundraising 
Peter Lipowicz 

I am pleased to thank our donors who have collectively given over 
$4500 in this quarter.  Our total for the year to date is over $15,000.  
Thank you for your generosity.  
 
Donations of $500 or more   The Community Foundation 
Amazing Raise, Lind Lawrence Foundation. 
 
Donations of $100 - $499  Mary Locklear, Don Gardner, Tom 
Sokol, Express Auto. 
 
Donations up to $99  Sandra Schroeder, Barbara Gay, K. 
Brinman, Anne Durbin, Suellen Mattison, Sue Mitchell, Nancy 
Stevens, Cheryl Rivet, Sycamore Womens Club, Barbara Ray, Beth 
Kozlik, M. E. Ammann, C. Kay Brinkman, Beth Kozlik, Teresa 
Wood, M.J. Lee. 

 
The Demise of the Falls Plantation 

Hazel Bowman Cole 
When I was a young girl, Drewry’s Mansion was a curiosity for 
the neighborhood. It was a nice place for a Sunday afternoon 
stroll. The mansion was a private residence for Mr. James K. 
Beard. He had a caretaker (Stover Smith) working for him that 
did the farming and cared for the livestock. One Sunday 
afternoon, my mother took me walking and we visited the 
mansion. She was familiar with the place, having lived there 
during World War I. Mother’s family moved from Winterpock to 
seek employment. They lived in the stone tenant house. We 
toured the grounds, which were well kept and very beautiful. 
 
The entrance from Harwood Avenue was enclosed in a boxwood 
hedge with a circular drive. Metal statuettes of deer were in the 
center of the circle. We talked to Mr. Beard; he was very friendly, 
pointing out places of interest. He seemed proud of his 
surroundings. 
 
There was a fishpond enclosed in a chain link fence on the 
Keswick Avenue side of the mansion. Mr. Beard would walk to 
the pond and sit on his bench to relax and feed the fish. He 
would tap on the pavement with his walking stick and the fish 
would swim to him and enjoy the feeding. The local children 
would gather outside the fence to watch the fish eat. It was good 
entertainment! 
 
Mr. Beard died in 1940. The mansion was sold to Mr. & Mrs. 
Bullock. They lived there until the 1960s. The City of Richmond 
purchased the property to be used for a school and playground 
(the Oak Grove Annex). The farm land was later used for a 
housing project named Hillside Court. The property was part of 
the Falls Plantation that once belonged to William Byrd, who 
acquired it by will from his uncle, Thomas Stegge, Jr. in the year 
1671. 
 
The Falls Plantation, a legend in its time, is no more. 
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The Country Mailman 
A Poem by Anna (Shue) Atkins    
Presented at Hopewell Church in honor of 
 Tom Bailey 
 
The simple life and country ways 
Is the story of our mailman’s days. 
When this story first begun 
Thomas was a minister’s son 
Born at Beach, no town you see 
‘twas named after a big beech tree 
At the time it was misspelled 
And so in time the tree was felled. 
Thomas grew to be a man 
Content to live where life began. 
 
A post office was built at Beach 
So mail the countryside would reach 
And a carrier hearty and hale 
Was needed then to carry the mail. 
Tom became carrier on the sixth of May 
In the year of our Lord nineteen and six; 
His tenure ended last Wednesday 
September thirtieth, nineteen fifty three. 
 
During 47 years of carrying the mail 
He bravely faced storm, rain and hail, 
And heat and cold, he felt them all 
Felt the light sifted snow flakes fall. 
By horse and buggy went the mail 
O’er the pathway—just a trail 
Oftimes blocked by fallen tree, 
With ringing ax, Tom set ‘er free. 
 
The buggy spokes at angles set 
Filled up with mud so cold and wet; 
And as the solid wheel froze 
Red indeed was Bailey’s nose. 
The horse went slowly as he plod 
 

The frozen mud, he needed shod, 
 
And when this lengthy day is complete 
The mailman builds a fire to heat 
The buggy wheels, and thaw ‘er out, 
And said his prayers, he is devout. 
 
Too bad for buggy—the road a quag, 
Mr. Bailey set astride a nag 
Slung across its back the leather bag 
Which held the mail, that must go through 
Mid rain or snow or mud or dew 
And for variety, he’d depart 
Carrying the mail in an old ox cart. 
 
And then, on the Belmont road, 
It got real bad whenever it snowed, 
And sleet laden pines bent across 
Were too thick for even a “hoss;” 
So Mr. Bailey set out on foot 
To deliver the mail—course he’d do it. 
Across windy hill, through deep ravine 
Stopped at mail boxes strewn between 
Low drooping pine boughs, icy glazed 
Through which could not go a chaise. 
On and on with pack he plod 
His mind on duty, his trust in God. 
 
The buggy jogged along the country side 
The mail boxes strewn far and wide 
The autumn leaves fell with the breeze 
The warm sun splotches through the trees 
The axel squeaks, needs a grease 
The rolling wheels, monotonous drone 
Falls on ear with a sleepy tone; 
The mailman stretches with a yawn 
The reins relax, the horse trots on. 
Arithmetic and rhetoric and back to school in dreams 
Teasing his sister there, for he’s a child it seems. 
 
His horse and buggy from trail depart; 

 
The mailman wakens with a start. 
 
So days went on and years had passed 
World progress hit mailmen at last. 
The trail had widened to a road 
And o’er it more traffic flowed. 
Old dobbin turned out to graze the green 
The mail was carried by machine. 
More houses sprang up along the route 
More mail boxes too, were set out. 
As along life’s road he wends 
He beamingly makes new friends. 
 
At last he drove a green Chevrolet 
As he stopped to deliver the mail he’d say, 
“Good morning, Mrs. A, What a nice day.” 
And I noticed the mailman’s hair was gray 
And it curled a little below his hat 
Tall and broad shouldered, straight he sat. 
His shirt collar open, he wore no cravat. 
With a broad sincere smile, he dug in his pack. 
His graying serge coat was split in the back 
“Fine day,” said he, “There’s a letter for you,” 
Through a frazzled coat sleeve, his elbow stuck 
through, 
And he smiled and he waved and onward he sped 
With his grand personality, happiness to spread, 
The Sage of the mail route, so belove-ed. 
 
He wore out horses, he wore out cars, 
But he don’t wear out, he just retires 
On his farm, with his wife and queen 
Where his grandchildren play on the green 
Of the lush grass growing in his lawn; 
 
He’ll farm a bit as time goes on. 
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CHS Events Calendar 
October 
1

st
, Mon, noon  CHSV 6

th
 Annual Golf Classic (The Highlands Country Club) 

6
th

, Sat, 11am-4pm ‘Eppington Heritage Day’ Free. (804)751-4946 
13

th
, Sat, 10-11am Falling Creek Ironworks Tour (#25565) (Bensley Park) $8; (804)748-1623 

17
th

, Wed, 1pm CHSV Tea “Scents & Sensibility – Herbs & Jane Austin’s Girls” presented by Kathy Chain of Herbs of Happy 
Hill (Magnolia Grange) $25 Fee. Prepaid reservations required. (804)796-1479 

20
th

, 11am-3pm  ‘Midlothian Village Day’ & Midlothian Mines Tours. Free. (804)751-4946  
26

th
, Fri, 7-10pm  “Haunted Lantern Tours” (Magnolia Grange) $5/Adult, $2/Child over 8. 

28
th

, Sun, 2pm CHSV Members Quarterly Meeting (Richmond Railroad Museum) Free. 
November 
1

st
-3

rd
, Thu-Sat Museums of Richmond “Shopper’s Fair” (Science Museum) 

3
rd

, Sat, 10-11am Midlothian Mines Park Tour (#25567) $8; Register (804)748-1623 
3

rd
, Sat, 7-9pm Spirited History Workshop 102 (Castlewood) $10; Online PayPal 

11
th

, Sun, 2pm Annual Veterans Day Ceremony (1917 Courthouse Green) Free 
17

th
, Sat, 10am-2pm NEW! Howlett Line Van Tour (Henricus) $15, online with PayPal 

17
th

, Sat, 7-9 Spirited History Basic Technique W/shop (Castlewood) $10; online PayPal 
December 
1

st
, Sat, 10am-noon Butler’s Offensive at Point of Rocks (Point of Rocks Park) $8, online PayPal 

1
st

, Sat, 1-4pm “Christmas during the Regency Period” Open House (Magnolia Grange) Free  
5

th
, Wed, 1pm & Christmas Teas: “Scents & Sensibility – Herbs & Jane Austin’s Girls” presented 

  12
th

, Wed, 1pm  by Kathy Cain of Herbs of Happy Hill (Magnolia Grange) $25 Fee. Pre-paid reservations required (804)797-
1479 

8
th

, Sat, 8-10pm Spirited History Tour (1917 Courthouse Green); $20, online with PayPal 
January 
11

th
, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture: “Patrick Henry – The Voice of Liberty” by Bill Young 

25
th

, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture: “Civil War, on the Home Front” by (Speaker TBA)  
27

th
, Sun, 1pm CHSV Members Quarterly Lunch Meeting (Location TBA) 
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