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Number 135           October 2020 

 
Fall Quarterly Meeting 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25th 

2:00 pm 
Point of Rocks 

1011 Point of Rocks Road 
Chester VA, 23834 

 

 
 

 Please join us for our Fall Quarterly Members Meeting 
at Point of Rocks, a historic treasure named for the 60-foot 
sandstone cliff that stands along the Appomattox River.  

 In 1642, Abraham Wood established a trading post on 
the property. It remained in that family for 371 years which is a 
unique record in the county. Reverend Alexander Strachan built 
his home on the property in 1841. Its rich history includes a piv-
otal role in the Civil War and Captain John Smith, who makes 
mention of it in his notes on Virginia.  

In 1864 Union army General Benjamin F. Butler set up a 
field hospital on the property large enough to hold 5,000 pa-
tients, including those wounded in the Bermuda Hundred Cam-
paign and the Siege of Petersburg. Clara Barton, founder of the 
American Red Cross, served as superintendent of nursing at the 
Point of Rocks hospital. 

 

 
On March 27, 1865, Abraham Lincoln and his 

wife, Mary Todd, visited the hospital with General 
Ulysses S. Grant and his wife, Julia.  
            The last owner to live on the property was 
Thomas Cox, grandson of Reverend Strachan. Cox died 
in 1971 and his wife, Evelyn, in 2003. The Cox’s daugh-
ters sold the property to the county in 2013, realizing 
their mother’s dream that this historic property be 
preserved by the county for future generations.   

The house has been under restoration by the 
county since its purchase in 2013. Depending on the 
progress of the renovation, we may be able to tour 
the interior of the house.   
            Our speaker will be Crystal Monroe, Evelyn 
Cox’s daughter and a CHSV Board director, who will 
talk about her ancestors and their property before, 
during and after the Civil War. Military History Com-
mittee member and past board member George 
Fickett will give a tour of the trails, including the spot 
where Lincoln sat alone in contemplation during his 
visit. 
    Refreshments will be served after the presentation.   
Please bring your lawn chair.  

 
Please save the date: Sunday, October 25th! 
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Letter from the President 
My Fellow historians and friends,  
 This past July the Historical Society held its Annual Member-
ship meeting and voted in new officers and members of the Board of 
Directors. As such, this is my first "Letter from the President." I first 
want to begin by thanking each of you for the opportunity to serve 
as the Historical Society's president. To be entrusted with such a po-
sition is both an honor and humbling. Of course, I am surrounded by 
fellow officers and members of the Board who are tremendous as-
sets: Jerry Netherland, John Longnaker, Bernard Anderson, Buddy 
Cranford, Scott Williams, Pat Barron, Crystal Monroe, David Limmer, 
Anne Moseley Brandon, Henry Coalter, Philip V. Daffron, Jr., and 
Renee Penland.  
 The previous officers and members of the Board, under the 
leadership of Buddy Cranford, did a wonderful job carrying out the 
Historical Society's mission. I applaud each of them for their efforts. 
As most of you are aware, the officers and members of the Board 
are truly volunteer positions; they receive no monetary payments 
for their efforts. They all, however, as do I, receive the personal sat-
isfaction of helping to preserve and promote our County's history—
something about which we are all passionate.  
 Beyond the officers and members of the Board, however, are 
the numerous dedicated volunteers who staff our wide array of 
committees and assist with the various events and programs hosted 
and sponsored by the Historical Society. If I may, I wish to reiterate 
the sentiment expressed by Buddy in July's edition of The Messenger 
when he stated that "[o]ur volunteers are truly the lifeline of our So-
ciety. Without you, we could not exist." Collectively, the Historical 
Society's volunteers contribute approximately $250,000 in volunteer 
hours each year; and to be frank, this number is likely low as not all 
volunteers report their hours. To each of you, I wish to express my 
sincere appreciation for your willingness to volunteer with the His-
torical Society in its quest to fulfill its worthy mission.  
 I'm taking the reins during an unusual time, to say the least. 
As you know, this past March the County implemented a strategy to 
combat the COVID-19 pandemic. As part of that strategy, the County 
shuttered the various historical sites throughout our area and fur-
loughed the three part-time employees who work at Trinity Church, 
the County Museum and Jail, and Magnolia Grange—Gina Love, Pat 
Roble, and Lorie Arnold, respectively. The Historical Society was also 
forced to furlough our only paid employee, Karen Sadler, our execu-
tive manager. Due to these site closures, furloughs, and various re-
strictions placed on gatherings, the Historical Society has not held 
any public events since mid-March. However, I do have wonderful 
news to share. Gina Love and Karen Sadler recently returned to their 
offices at Trinity Church and are back in action! Additionally, Magno-
lia Grange and Trinity Church are now both open to the public.  Pat 
Roble and Lorie Arnold remain furloughed, but the County is work-
ing on reinstating those ladies as well.  
      At this juncture, I am unable to say when the other historical 
sites will reopen to the public. We are working with the County to 
open them once again in a responsible and safe manner. I am ex-

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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Roble and Lorie Arnold remain furloughed, but the 
County is working on reinstating those ladies as well.  
     At this juncture, I am unable to say when the other 
historical sites will reopen to the public. We are work-
ing with the County to open them once again in a re-
sponsible and safe manner. I am excited for that day! I 
know it may be easier said than done, but please do 
not lose hope, do not despair, and think that the His-
torical Society is no more. I assure you that the Histori-
cal Society's officers, members of the Board, and dedi-
cated volunteers are chomping at the bit to get back to 
work and do what we love: collecting, preserving, in-
terpreting, and promoting the County's unique history 
for the education and enjoyment of present and future 
generations.  
 For those of you who do not know me, I wish 
for you to know that I am truly passionate about his-
tory. History is the story of us—through good times 
and bad. Learning about history, though, is not merely 
learning about some long-ago events that occurred; 
the majesty of history occurs when we come to terms 
with and understand the past and are able to see the 
humanity both then and now and apply lessons-
learned so that hopefully we avoid the same trials and 
tribulations as those who came before us. Please join 
me, and by all means encourage your family and 
friends to join the Historical Society, in learning about 
and from history—our shared story. As the late histo-
rian and professor, Dr. James "Bud" Robertson, Jr.—a 
man I greatly admired—was fond of saying: "History is 
the greatest teacher you will ever have."  
 
Warmest Wishes,  
Nicholas Carico   
 

Out on a Limb… 
Angie Wilderman 
 

 The closure of so many organizations during 
this pandemic has left us with few options except the 
online research outlets. Which ones are your favor-
ites? Ancestry.com is always at the top of the list but 
don’t forget MyHeritage, FamilySearch, and FindMy-
Past. The usual “search records” is where we start but 
these sites do have catalogs of records that have not 
been indexed. Once in a while a record may not be in-
dexed even though the record before and after were 

indexed. This happened to me when I searched for my 
grandfather’s WWI registration card. His name did not 
show up but other family members were listed in the 
search results. View a record then scroll through. A 
missing person may show up. My grandfather’s record 
was there, just not indexed. For full access, subscrip-
tions are needed but there is an opportunity to do a 
search on some of these sites. You may be surprised at 
the result. FamilySearch.org is the site of the LDS and it 
is free. These sites are not the only ones though.  
 Do write to your local historical societies. Vol-
unteers at the societies are often able to do research 
and are happy to assist. Some libraries have an “Ask 
the Librarian” email and they can assist as well.  
 We look forward to reopening and serving you 
soon.  
 

Veterans Memorial Wall 
Plaques 

Temporarily Removed for 
Cleaning 

 

Earlier this month, plaques on the Veterans Me-
morial Wall in Courthouse Square were temporar-
ily removed for cleaning and restoration. The 
plaques, which honor residents who served this 
country or lost their lives in conflict, will be re-
turned to the wall prior to the Annual Chesterfield 
County Veterans Day Memorial Ceremony.  
   

 
  
This year, the county plans to hold the ceremony 
on Nov. 11 at 2 p.m. at the 1917 Courthouse.  
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Colonial Patriots and Soldiers 
Buddy Cranford 

 
 Chesterfield County in 2025 will celebrate the 
250th Anniversary of the American War of Independ-
ence.  Although at the time Chesterfield County was a 
rural county and sparsely populated, many of its citi-
zens contributed to a war to garner our precious lib-
erty and to start a new nation of free persons. Some 
were Continental soldiers; others were the Minutemen 
of the time and still others were civilian patriots.  One 
such patriot was Benjamin Watkins.   
 Benjamin Watkins was the son of Thomas Wat-
kins of “Swift Creek” in Powhatan County, his birth-
place.  Watkins and his siblings migrated to other parts 
of Virginia or married into families such as the Leighs 
of Halifax County.  He married Elizabeth Cary, daughter 
of Colonel Archibald Cary of Chesterfield County.  Dur-
ing the early part of the Revolutionary War, he was the 
first Clerk of the Chesterfield County Court (July 7, 
1749 until 1779) and it was though his actions that the 
records of the county were saved when the British 
burned the 1749 Courthouse.  He had carts available to 
remove most of the county records to his home (in the 
vicinity of the Clay’s Church).  We have those records 
today, unlike Henrico County which did not fare as well 
as the British burned those.  

 Benjamin Watkins 
surveyed the new Town 
of Manchester in 1769.  
He served in several Co-
lonial Assemblies, the 
Virginia Convention of 
1776, and was a member 
of a special committee to 
frame a Virginia Bill of 

Rights and to form a state government.  He was also a 
member of the Virginia House of Burgess. Benjamin 
Watkins was a zealous supporter of the Colonies and 
championed the fight for independence against 
George the Third, King of England. He corresponded on 
matters of importance relating to the colonies’ re-
sistance with John Hancock, Samuel Adams and other 
patriots of that era. 
  

  
 
 Benjamin Watkins was a man of genius; though 
lacking formal schooling, he independently pursued 
knowledge tirelessly and was regarded as an excellent 
scholar.  He died in Chesterfield County in 1779.  

 
               

 
 
 
 
Library Donations and Acquisitions 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
 

COVID-19 Update – At the time of writing, our research li-
brary in Historic Trinity Church Is scheduled to reopen to the 
public on Monday, September 21 after been shuttered for 
189 days! Meanwhile, our volunteers have been working on 
their projects again in the library since June 8. In accordance 
with Chesterfield County procedures during the current 
COVID-19 epidemic, we continue to abide by all required 
regulations including wearing a mask, social distancing, fre-
quent hand-washing and sanitizing all work surfaces at the 
end of each day.  On August 24, we welcomed our adminis-
trator Gina Love back into her office, after being furloughed 
since mid-March.  It is great to have Gina back! 
Meanwhile, as you empty out your attics and garages, 
please remember how much we welcome your donations of 
old maps, photos, manuscripts, news clippings, yearbooks, 
personal memoirs, brochures and flyers on Chesterfield fam-
ilies, places and events. 
As we navigate through this surreal world of the pandemic, 
we all recognize that “this too shall pass...” What we need is 
patience and a large spoonful of passion to continue our 
mission to collect and preserve those precious items that tell 
the unique story of Chesterfield County history.  Thank you 
and please stay safe and healthy! 

 

The following items were recently added to our Library 
Collection: 
 
Archaeology 
Osborne’s Town Site Archaeological Investigations at 
Site 44CF102: General Excavation Forms & Daily Logs 
(1987-1996), by Al Pfeffer, Dawn Burns & Bruce Baker, 
discovered in upstairs office in Castlewood 
 

Deadline for submitting articles for the 

January Messenger is November 15. 
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Genealogy 
Virginia History and Whitfield Biographies, by Vallie Jo 
Fox Whitfield, a gift of the estate of the late Pattie 
Grady 
The Story of Alice Boyse EDLOE and the Land that be-
came ‘Wilton,’ by Mary Ellen Howe, gift of the author 
FLOURNOY Family Papers: 1843 Letter from Richard W. 
Flournoy, Sr. (1806-1857) to Robert C. Anderson, 
Prince Edward Courthouse, purchased (Manuscript 
Collection) 
Thomas Jefferson, by the Thomas Jefferson Bicenten-
nial Commission to commemorate the 200th Anniver-
sary of the Birth of Thomas Jefferson on April 13, 1743, 
gift of Henry Coalter 
 
General Interest 
Tomahawk Baptist Church 1997 Membership Directory, 
donated by Henry Coalter 
Spring Hill Memorandum of Agreement between Do-
minion Resources, VA Department of Historic Re-
sources and Norfolk District Corps of Engineers (2012-
2016), compiled by CHSV Library Committee 
The 400th Anniversary of the Charter of Chesterfield, 
England (1598-1998), discovered in the upstairs office 
in Castlewood (Manuscript Collection) 
A Hornbook of Virginia History (1949), by J.R.V. Daniel, 
gift of Henry Coalter 
Magnolia Grange Annual Reports (1987-1992), com-
piled by Lucille C. Moseley, Museum Complex Director, 
discovered in upstairs office in Castlewood 
Manchester High School: An index of 50 Years of Edu-
cation in Chesterfield County, 1924-1973, edited by Ed-
ward T. Jones, gift of Henry Coalter 
Midlothian High School Yearbooks ‘The Trojan’ (1961-
1963), purchased 
Meadowbrook High School Yearbook ‘Sceptre’ (1969), 
donated by Henry Coalter 
Chesterfield County, VA, Tax Book (1844-1845), main-
tained by William L. Cheatham, donated by Guy Smith 
(Manuscript Collection) 
Chesterfield County, VA, Bonds (1939) -  Originals is-
sued for ‘Improvements to Ettrick Sanitary District,’ 
and for ‘Bermuda Hundred School District,’ both-
marked PAID, donated by Chesterfield County Treas-
urer Rebecca Longnaker (Manuscript Collection) 

 
 
Magnolia Grange Acquisition, Chesterfield County, VA, 
(1969-1990), compiled by CHSV Library Committee 
Manchester High School Yearbooks ‘The Memoir’ (1939 
& 1941), donated by Henry Coalter 
Maps 
Chesterfield County, VA, 1996 School Districts Map, an-
notated by former Matoaca District School Board 
member Tom Wooten, gift of Henry Coalter 
1943-1944 Topographical maps of Chester, Clayville, 
Drewry’s Bluff, Goodes Bridge & Winterpock Quads, 
gift of the estate of the late Pattie Grady 
 
Military History 

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc: A History (1928-
2010), by Holly S. Fenelon, gift of Mary Reed, Rich-
mond Chapter of American Gold Star Mothers 
Veterans Memorial Wall on 1917 Chesterfield Court-
house Green: Fundraising records & correspondence 
with Chesterfield County Department of General Ser-
vices (1991-2004), complied by CHSV Library Commit-
tee 
Virginia Publick Claims, Chesterfield County: Revolu-
tionary War, by Janice L. Abercrombie & Richard Slat-
ten, gift of George Cranford 

 

3nd QUARTER DONORS 
$0-$99 
Robert Pratt     
Woman’s Club of Chester  
$100-$499 
Peter Gilmer    
Angie Wilderman   
George and Judy Cranford  
Midlothian Ruritan Club  
Joan Jackson    
Gerald L. Netherland 
$500 or More 
William Gilmer 
 

Thanks to all of our supporters! As the end of the 
year approaches, remember that your donation to 

CHSV is fully tax deductible. 
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SOUTH’S POWDER SUPPLY THE UNSOLVED 

MYSTERY 

 
History of an Old-Time Arsenal and Ammuni-

tion Magazine that Jefferson Davis Knew About 
____________ 

 
THING THAT PUZZLED THE NORTH 

____________ 
 

Old Belona Arsenal, That Secretary of War Davis 
Sold and President of Confederacy Davis Leased 

and Used to Good Purpose. 
 

 

By Frank S. Woodson. 

 Something over fifty years ago, when the great 
War Between the States was raging, there was one 
mystery which the North sought to, but failed to solve 
until the close of the war.  Mr. Lincoln, General Grant 
and the others at the head of affairs, knowing that 
they had all of the Southern ports blockaded, and 
knowing that the Southerners were not powder-mak-
ers, wondered how the Confederate government kept 
so well supplied with ammunition, for, as a matter of 
fact, it was as well supplied as was the North until after 
the fall of Richmond and Petersburg.  
 Mr. Lincoln and his advisers argued that some-
where in the Confederacy there must be an immense 
supply stored away, and if they could find where it 
was, capture and destroy it at any cost, the end of the 
Confederacy would be at hand, but they were never 
were able to find where it was, not even with the aid 
of spies, raiders and secret-service agents.  But few 
readers of war history know to this day where the Con-
federacy had its powder and lead hidden away.   The 
missing link in the chain of history can be supplied.  
 

 
 
THE EARLY DAYS OF CANNON MANUFACTURING 
 Let’s go back a little into ancient history.   Away 
back yonder, about the year 1810, Major John Clark, 
some of whose descendants still live in Richmond, built 
a foundry, or arsenal for the manufacture of cannon 
and small arms on a commanding bluff in Chesterfield  
County, overlooking James River, about twelve miles 
above Richmond.  He made a fortune boring cannon 
and making small arms there for the United States gov-
ernment, and hundreds and thousands of the guns 
used against the British in the War of 1812 were made 
there by Major Clark.  
              In 1813, the United States government bought 
the property from Major Clark, together with twenty-
seven and a half acres of land surrounding it, but, ow-
ing to the war and the tight times immediately follow-
ing, no effort was made to improve the property or en-
large the gun factories for three years.  In January 
1816, work was commenced in the building and equip-
ment of a real arsenal and it was completed in Octo-
ber, 1817.  
 A square of two and one-third acres was laid 
off and surrounded with high rock and brick walls, and 
within these walls, and in some cases forming a part of 
them, were erected substantial factories for the manu-
facture of muskets and other small arms and there was 
also erected a large addition to the Clark cannon 
foundry and large forces of hands were put to work in 
there, turning out the man-killing implements.   The 
place was named Belona Arsenal and it is today known 
locally as “Old Belona Arsenal.” 
 
PLACE WHERE CONFEDERACY HID ITS POWDER 
 Down under the hill something more than 100 
yards from the arsenal proper, an immense powder 
magazine was built.  It was made of stone and covered 
with slate.  It had many compartments and the walls 
still standing with the slate roof long since gone, are 
massive, three men being able to walk abreast on the 
top.  A company of soldiers of the regular army was 
kept constantly at Belona Arsenal, and handsome 
quarters for the officers were erected within the reser-
vation.  A magnificent rock roadway was built from 
 

The following is an article first  

appearing in The Times Dispatch 

(Richmond, Virginia) · 21 Nov 

1915, Sun · Page 37 
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Belona to Manchester and all the arms shipped were 
hauled by wagon over this road to what is now South 
Richmond and carried by boats down the James.  
 Along in the late forties, or early fifties, when 
the railroads commenced to stretch out through the 
country, the government built other arsenals at places 
where the railroads could be taken advantage of, and 
Belona Arsenal was abandoned.  A few years later, 
when Jefferson Davis was Secretary of War, he or-
dered the Belona Arsenal property to be sold at auc-
tion.  It was bought by Dr. Junius L. Archer, who owned 
several hundred acres of land adjoining and nearby.   
Later he sold the arsenal property and some other land 
to General Phillip St. George Cocke, who , like the for-
mer owner, cultivated the land and used the arsenal 
building as barns, etc.  
 When Mr. Davis became President of the 
Southern Confederacy he foresaw probable blockades 
of Southern ports, and on his recommendation the 
Confederate government made haste to buy powder 
and lead and shells in Europe by shiploads and have 
them hurried to Norfolk, Wilmington, Charleston, Sa-
vannah and any other Southern ports that had not 
fallen into the hands of the Union armies, or had not 
been blockaded.  From these ports very many ship-
loads of ammunition were rail-roaded to Richmond.  
 
 MR. DAVIS HAD A VERY GOOD MEMORY 
 It was then that Mr. Davis remembered the old 
abandoned Belona Arsenal which he, as Secretary of 
War in Uncle Sam’s government, had sold to Dr. 
Archer.  He proceeded, through his proper officers, to 
lease the property from General Cocke, the then 
owner, put the cannon and musket factories to work 
again and filled the magazine with the powder and ball 
brought from Europe.  Whenever ammunition was re-
quired the powder and lead were brought to Rich-
mond and Manchester, where the cartridges were 
made and shells loaded and rushed on to the front.  
Old Belona Arsenal was reopened and rehabilitated in 
all its glory, but its existence and its operations were 
kept as much of a secret as possible, and strange to re-
late, that with all of their spies and all of their friends 
on the south side of the line the officials of the Union 
armies and the United States government never knew 
of the rehabilitation until the war was over.  Then they 

knew for the first time where the blockaded Confeder-
acy had kept so much powder on tap, stored away in 
the old stone magazine that was built nearly fifty years 
before by President Madison.  
 At the close of the war Uncle Sam claimed the 
property and took possession of it, but finally it went 
back to General Cocke.  It changed hands several times 
within the next few years, and one of the purchasers 
tore down some of the arsenal buildings and some of 
the walls to use the brick in Richmond, but the most of 
them are there yet.  W.J. Camack, a good old Chester-
field County farmer, now owns the property.   He has 
converted the cannon factory into a grist mill, and the 
big brick arsenal buildings, with their loopholes, into 
stables and cattle barns, while the old magazine is well 
covered with vines and shaded with trees that have 
grown up within the walls.  
 
                

Update on Bellona Arsenal 
Renee Penland 
 

 What has happened to the Bellona Arsenal 
since the Civil War?  Bellona included “a barracks, the 
commanding officer’s residence, workshops, bachelor 
officer quarters and the magazine where powder was 
stored.  The walls are 17 feet high and extend for hun-
dreds of feet.”i   Merle C. Luck and his wife purchased 
the property in 1942.  They connected the shells of 
two the workshops and restored them, creating an 18th 
century house.ii 
 Bellona Arsenal was evaluated in 1960 to see if 
it was suitable to become a residence for the Governor 
of Virginia. However, the General Assembly did not 
purchase the property. In 1963 Joseph H. McConnell, 
the President of Reynolds Metals, purchased the prop-
erty from the Lucks.iii 
 In August of 1962, a Civil War cannon and mold 
were pulled from the bottom of the James River a half 
mile downriver from the Bellona Arsenal. The newspa-
per article said the cannon and mold were found on a 
sunken barge. Three more cannons were expected to 
be on the barge as well. Gordon Young, who worked 
for the Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co. of Vir-
ginia at the time, said his uncle had witnessed the 
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Confederates sinking the barge so that the cannons 
would not fall into the hands of the Union.iv In 1971, 
the  
property was added to the National Historic Register of 
Historic Places in Chesterfield County.  It was sold in 
2015 and remains a private residence.v 

 

Bibliography:  
Bellona Arsenal - Historical Property in Chesterfield County. 

(2020, 9 12). Retrieved from Charles A. Rose Co. 

Realtors: https://charlesarose.com/548 

i (One-Day Tour Set for May 10, 1952) 
ii (One-Day Tour Set for May 10, 1952) 
iii (Bellona Arsenal Is Sold; No Purchase Price Disclosed, 1963) 
iv (Jr., 1962) 
v (Bellona Arsenal - Historical Property in Chesterfield County, 

2020) 

 

 
   Photo from Library of Congress 

 
    Is it Belona or Bellona?  

Bellona was the Roman goddess of war. Spelled with 
two Ls on the historic marker and in the Virginia list of 

historic places, the two spellings appear 
interchangeably. 

Editor’s Note: Even though much of the county staff 
have been, and remain, furloughed, history programs 
for the public continue. We invite you to participate 
and share these opportunities to broaden appreciation 
of Chesterfield’s unique history and historic sites. 

 
CIVIL WAR GUIDED TOURS  
To register, visit www.chesterfieldhistory.com. Details: 
Bryan Truzzie, 804-751-4946   

Bellona Arsenal Is Sold; No Purchase Price Disclosed. (1963, 

May 23). The Times Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia), 

p. 10. 

Jr., B. D. (1962, August 19). Pulled From James. The Times 

Dispatch, p. 19. 

One-Day Tour Set for May 10. (1952, April 20). The Times 

Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia), p. 84. 

 

Registration and payment required at least one week in ad-
vance. $8 per person   
 

Historic Point of Rocks Guided Tour  
Visit Historic Point of Rocks and learn about the Union hos-
pital established here where Clara Barton served. Walk the 
ground where President Lincoln visited in 1865. View fed-
eral fortifications and learn why this location played a major 
role in the Bermuda Hundred Campaign. Wear comfortable 
shoes. Tour meets in maintenance parking lot at Dodd Park.  
R. Garland Dodd Park, 201 Enon Church Road 
Friday, Oct. 30, 2-4 p.m. 
 

SCOUT WORKSHOPS  
The merit badge workshops are conducted by a merit badge 
counselor certified with the Heart of Virginia Council. For 
details contact Bryan Truzzie at 804-751-4946 or 
truzzieb@chesterfield.gov. Register at least one week in ad-
vance. To register visit www.chesterfieldhistory.com.   
Castlewood, 10201 Iron Bridge Road          Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m.      $10 per scout   
 

Citizenship in the Community  
This workshop is for scouts looking to fulfill their merit 
badge requirements addressing rights, liberties and cultural 
heritage.   
Nov. 14  

 
Citizenship in the World  
This workshop is designed for scouts looking to fulfill their 
merit badge requirements addressing rights, duties and citi-
zenship around the world. Learn about international law, 
world trade, how governments function, foreign relations 
and forms of government.  
Dec. 12   
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Citizenship in the Nation   
This workshop helps scouts to understand their rights, liber-
ties and freedoms as a citizen by discussing important his-
torical documents, learning the branches of government 
and examining important historical speeches.  
Dec. 19  

 
Chesterfield County Museum Programs 
6813 Mimms Loop   
All programs are free with no reservations required.  
Details: 804-751-4946   Saturdays, 11 a.m.   
 
Hours at historical facilities may be impacted by guidelines 
related to COVID-19. Please check with the Historic Sites 
Supervisor, 804-751-4946, before visiting. 
 

Oct. 3 - The Campaign for Women Suffrage in Virginia  
Learn the untold story of the remarkable women who, for 
ten years, argued, cajoled, and marched to win the right to 
vote. The talk compliments the Library of Virginia’s current 
exhibition “We Demand: Women’s Suffrage in Virginia.”  
 

Oct. 17 - Thirteen’s Fiftieth 
Recognize the flight of Apollo 13, that occurred 50 years ago 
this year, with a talk by N.A.S.A. Langley Research Center 
personnel.  
 

Nov. 7 - America’s Doughboys and the National Pas-
time in the Great War  
This presentation by Alexander Barnes, Command Historian 
with the Virginia National Guard, recounts the story of how 
baseball played an important role in entertaining the troops 
during WWI.  Playing wherever they could find enough 
room to throw a ball, the Doughboys brought the game 
with them into the front lines and then into the occupation 
of Germany. Sharing their military service, in combat and on 
the baseball diamond, were a number of famous profes-
sional ball players, managers, lawyers, politicians, and even 
an umpire.  
 

Nov. 14 - Apples to Appleseed: How Cider and John 
Chapman Shaped the Early Frontier This lecture will ex-
plore a brief history of the apple and apple cider, and dive 
into the history behind Johnny Appleseed. Attendees will 
learn about the origins of the apple, its unique contribution 
to English North American culture and development, and 
how Johnny Appleseed (John Chapman) sprouted from his 
roots in a modest New England family to grow into to one 
of the greatest legends our country has ever known.  
 

Dec. 12 - Holiday Traditions Craft Workshop Explore the 
history of some of your favorite holiday traditions.  Why do 
we place lit pine trees in our homes?  What are the origins 
of some favorite carols? Learn the answers to these ques-
tions and others and make a holiday craft to take home.   
 

Magnolia Grange  
10020 Iron Bridge Road  
Details: 804-751-4946  
Unless otherwise noted in the program description, all Mag-
nolia Grange programs are free with no reservations re-
quired.  
 
Magnolia Grange is open as of September 10th with limited 
hours of operation. Open Thursday and Friday 10 am – 4 
pm and Saturday 10 am – 2 pm. 
 
Tuesdays, 1 p.m.  

Oct. 6 -Origami   
Retirees are invited to study the art of origami with local 
craftsperson, Ayumi Ledford.  
 
Saturdays, noon  

Oct. 10 - Sister Soldiers  
At a program inspired by the induction of the first female 
generals in the U. S. Army fifty years ago, learn about ladies’ 
participation in the military from Fort Lee’s Army Women’s 
Museum staff.  
 

Nov. 7 - Overview of POWs in Vietnam  
Historical interpreter H. Lee Dixon will present a lecture to 
mark the anniversary of the 1975 ending of the Vietnam 
War.  
 

Nov. 21 - Celebrating Captain Sally First person inter-
preter Debbie Phillips will portray Civil War nurse Sally 
Tompkins, who died in Richmond in 1916. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
“Yuletide of the Twenties” Christmas Open House 
 Enjoy the holiday season at Magnolia Grange by experienc-
ing holiday traditions in the 1920s. Learn about ornaments 
that would have been common during the period, holiday 
songs popular during 1920s Christmases, and the food that 
would have been served during that time. This family event 
will feature holiday music, refreshments, a craft activity for 
children, and special holiday discounts in the gift shop. Chil-
dren may have their picture taken with Santa for free.  
Magnolia Grange, 10020 Iron Bridge Road  
Saturday, Dec. 5, 1-4 p.m.      Free  
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Details: 804-748-1498 or www.chesterfieldhistory.com  

Holiday Christmas Teas  
Celebrate the holiday season by attending a Christmas holi-
day tea at Magnolia Grange. Enjoy musical entertainment 
and learn about traditional Christmas songs that were pop-
ular during the 1920s. Step back in time to experience a 
special Christmas tea with a selection of finger sandwiches, 
sweets and tea. Magnolia Grange House Museum, 10020 
Iron Bridge Road  
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 1-3 p.m.  
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 1-3 p.m.  
Reservations are required. $30 per person    Details: 804-
751-4946  
To register: www.chesterfieldhistory.com  
 

“HIKING THROUGH HISTORY” SERIES  
These programs are designed to share the diversity of the 
history at sites throughout the county. These are easy hikes 
that share the beauty of nature and history. Wear comfort-
able walking shoes.  
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon   
$8 per person  
To register for these tours call 748-1623 and request the 
Course number.  
 

History of Point of Rocks  
This tour will take visitors from the parking lot at the tennis 
courts along the trail down to Ashton Creek Marsh to view 
federal fortifications and remnants of a causeway that ex-
isted to deliver supplies during the 1800s, then return back 
to the parking area. Then discover the history of Historic 
Point of Rocks by touring the site and walking out to the 
bluff overlooking the Appomattox, learning about the hospi-
tal site in 1864.  
R. Garland Dodd Park, 201 Enon Church Road 
Oct. 8                 Course 37490  
 

Geology “Rock Hounds” Tour  
This tour will allow visitors to experience the history of the 
county’s only coal mine park and discover the geological 
formations that exist. Learn about the development of coal 
and discover fossil deposits. Midlothian Mines Park, 13286 
North Woolridge Road  
Oct. 15             Course 37488 
 

Industry along the Appomattox--NEW  
This tour will allow visitors to discover the natural beauty of 
this recreational area as we explore the history of the mill 
industry that once existed along the river during the 18th 
and 19th centuries.  

Radcliffe Conservation Area, 21300 Chesdin Road  
Oct. 22            Course 37492 

 

Parks and Recreation Special Events 
 
Eppington Plantation Tours      
This once a year opportunity will allow the public to enjoy a 
house tour of Eppington Plantation. The traditional activi-
ties normally scheduled for this event will not be offered 
this year due to COVID - 19. The house will be open for lim-
ited tours during the day.  
Tickets and registration not required. Parking on site.  
Social distancing and facial coverings recommended.   
Eppington Plantation, 14602 Eppes Falls Road  
Saturday, Oct. 3,         11 a.m.- 2 p.m.   FREE  
Details: 804-751-4946  
 

Mid-Lothian Mines Landmark Tours      
Explore Midlothian Mines and Rail Road Park and discover 
the coal mining history in the county. The traditional living 
history activities normally scheduled for this event will not 
be offered this year. Limited walking tours will be con-
ducted each hour starting at the headstock near the amphi-
theater. Wear comfortable walking shoes. 
Tickets and registration not required. Parking on site.  
Social distancing and facial coverings recommended.  
Mid-Lothian Mines Park, 13286 N. Woolridge Road  
Saturday, Oct. 17,        11 a.m. - 3 p.m.     FREE  
Details: 804-751-4946 or www.midlomines.org  
 

Veteran’s Day Ceremony  
Honor the county’s veterans by attending this annual cere-
mony on the historic Courthouse Green. Due to COVID – 19 
some activities may be amended or replaced this year. This 
program will include living history displays, music, presenta-
tion of banners and wreaths, and honoring our veterans.  
1917 Courthouse, 10011 Iron Bridge Road  
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2 p.m.  
Details: 804-796-7131 or www.chesterfieldhistory.com 
                  

                    

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
http://www.midlomines.org/

