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Winter Membership Meeting  
January 28th 1 – 3 pm 
Howlett’s Tavern 
 
The speaker will be Wendy Austin.  As Executive Director 
of Friends of the Lower Appomattox River (FOLAR), 
Wendy is a passionate advocate for meeting the commu-
nity need for access to a clean, healthy river and the en-
vironmentally responsible development of parks and 
trails designed for safe and inclusive use. She works in 
partnership with the FOLAR Board of Directors to lead or-
ganizational strategy that ensures realization of FOLAR’s 
mission to conserve and protect the Appomattox River 
for all to enjoy.  
 
With more than two decades of nonprofit executive 
management experience, Wendy previously led two 
greater Richmond region nonprofit programs, Southside 
Community Partners and ConnectSouthside, directing 
the work to provide professional development training 
and resources to strengthen effectiveness and impact of 
mission-based work. Prior to that Wendy managed prod-
uct marketing and communications for the publishing 
arm of the U.S. Pharmacopia near Washington, D.C. Be-
tween her work in the nonprofit sector, Wendy enjoyed 
ten years as the owner of an independent bookstore. She 
currently serves as an occasional facilitator with KickStart 
Specialists in Richmond, VA. 
 
Cost is $25 per person.  The cost covers your meal, bev-
erage & gratuity! Space is limited; reserve your space to-
day. Open to non-members. You are encouraged to bring 
a friend! Call 804-796-7156 for Information. 
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10111 Iron Bridge Road, P.O. Box 40, 

Chesterfield, VA  23832 www.chester-
fieldhistory.com 

admin@chesterfieldhistory.com

 
President – Claude Baker 
Vice-President – Therese Wagenknecht 
Recording Secretary – Steve Haasch     
Treasurer — Doug Blake 
Directors: Mike Seckman, George Fickett, 
Crystal Monroe, Scott Williams George 
Cranford, Mike Poarch, Joel Hughes, Ber-
nard Anderson 
Past President- Joan Jackson 
Committee Chairs 
Cemetery – Rachel Lipowicz 804-739-7225 
Finance – Doug Blake 
Library – Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
Membership  
Military History – Scott Williams 
Genealogy – Angie Wilderman  
Governance – Tra Wagenknecht 
Events – Megan Kitchen 
Collections – Brandon Amsel 
African-American History– Rev. Herbert 
Townes 
Archaeology – Bryan Truzzie 
Museum – Gloria Thysell 
Trinity Office & Library  
Megan Kitchen-Executive Manager 
(804) 796-7156  
Gina Love — Administrator   
Hours: 10-4 Mon-Fri (804)796-7121   
Magnolia Grange  
Hours: 10-4 Tue-Fri & 10-2 Sat   
(804)748-1498  
The Museum   
Pat Roble – Historical Interpreter  
Hours: 10-4 Tue-Fri & 10-2 Sat   
(804)768-7311   
Historic Sites Specialist:  
Bryan Truzzie   
(804)751-4946  
Messenger Editor 
Peter Lipowicz 

Donations to the Society 
$500 or more 
Estes Express Lines 
The Lind Lawrence Foundation 
Greg Eanes “Order of the Southern Cross”  
 
$100-$499 
Doug and Linda Blake   Eugene Bogucki   Marshall B. Cain 
George and Judy Cranford   Ellis and Pattie Grady    Dorothy J. Parker 
Ruth Snead  
     
Up to $99  
Ms. Lindsey Birch   Diane Marie Foley   Carol Friedel 
George and Agnes Lorentzen    Kathy G. Merlo 
Midlothian Masonic Lodge#211 AF&AM 
Fred Robertson    Sons of Confederate Veterans 
Gloria Thysell    Karen Tignor “Caroline Grays Chapter of the UDC” 
Angie Wilderman 
 
Letter from the President 
I've got six days to the winter solstice and my Celtic ancestors are whispering 
in my ear about Holly, ivy, and mistletoe. Jacob Marley has popped in for a 
cup of tea and a discussion about commodities. Bing Crosby and Gene Autry 
are hummin' a festive duet in the front hall. It must be Christmas.  
  
As I pick tinsel from my shirt I stop to give thanks for everyone who volun-
teers at the society. This place would grind to a halt without the folks who 
man the phones, lead the tours and work the special events that keep us 
going. 
  
So thank you for your efforts and your dedication. Enjoy the season and the 
New Year that's coming. Have some eggnog and a long winters nap. God 
bless us, everyone. 
-Claude 
 
 
 
From the editor: Submit your story by email to Lipowicz1@verizon.net.  
Send it by March 1st to get it into the April issue.  All submissions are wel-
come so give it a try! 
 
I changed the font size up by 1 point so maybe you will find the articles just 
a bit easier to read!   
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Chesterfield County Courthouses  
George “Buddy” Cranford 
 
In most counties in the United States, the local trial courts 
conduct their business in a centrally located courthouse 
which may also house county governmental offices.  It is 
true in Chesterfield County.  However, in Chesterfield 
County our courthouses have been one structure or an-
other.  They differed greatly in style, purpose and use.  Our 
courthouses all seem to have four posts supporting some-
thing.  The 1749 courthouse had four posts supporting the 
porch roof.  It was the only purpose and probably became 
leaning posts for men waiting on court. 
 
How many courthouses do you know that have served the 
county?  Since Chesterfield County was formed from Hen-
rico County in 1749, there have been a number of “court-
houses” used.  The first to be built started in 1749 and fin-
ished in 1750.  The British governor at the time, Lt Governor 
William Gooch, by royal charter, appointed the county’s 
first judges.  Chesterfield was designated the name of the 
county seat and named after an English Lord  who never set 
foot in the New World and no one knows why the name 
was chosen except to appease the British that ruled the col-
onies.   There may have been a record to say why it was 
named but they were burned by the traitor Benedict Arnold 
in 1781.  We can never know. 
 
However, the newly appointed judges having no place to 
hold court in 1749 Chesterfield needed a courthouse.  They 
ordered the first to be built where the present day histori-
cal 1917 courthouse sits.  Since that time, the circuit judges 
have held court in a variety of buildings around the county.  
Some are not your typical county courthouses with the 
huge columns that jut out from the front.  Our newest 
courthouse is a reminder of the Palace of Knossos located 
on the island of Crete, Greece with its four huge columns.  I 
suppose the columns can be a reminder of the pecking or-
der of the other county buildings.  In truth, it is the 19th Cen-
tury style is known as “Greek Revival,” and was an attempt 
to emulate the buildings of ancient Greece. The style had 
as much to do with political statement as with architectural 
styling. Our new nation was drawn to the ideals of democ-
racy found in ancient Greece.  For 200 years the Greek ide-
als of democracy and Roman ideals of justice have stimu-
lated public architecture in the United States.   
 
During the life of the 1749 courthouse, many historical 
events were shaped.  As the center for all county business, 
it was the focal point of everyday life.  In 1781 while the 
courthouse bell was being rung as a warning to the people, 
the British army was traveling the road from Chester to 
Chesterfield Courthouse.  They burned the inside of the 

courthouse and destroyed the Colonial Army barracks sit-
ting adjacent to both Magnolia Grange and the courthouse.  
County records were saved because of the quick thinking of 
the Clerk of Court. The British then proceeded through the 
county ransacking, burning and looting.  Near the burned 
courthouse was Howlett’s Ordinary.  It was spared by the 
British and it later became “the courthouse” while the “fire-

gutted” 1749 courthouse was being repaired.  It is uncer-
tain that Howlett’s Tavern had four porch posts but most 
likely it did have a porch. 
 
By 1865, the people saw yet another army of Union soldiers 
approaching from Chester.  A repeat of 1781 occurred but 
this time involving the original 1749 Charter.  It was stolen 
by a New York Union soldier.  The charter, later recovered 
in 1954 from a New York book store, was returned to the 
county and hung in the office of the circuit court judge, Wil-
liam Old, until his death.   
 
In Ettrick, we believe that a Civil War era structure named 
“Summerseat,” built in 1860, served as a courthouse be-
cause of 19th Century bad roads.  Variable Virginia weather 
and muddy, wagon wheeled rutted roads often made it dif-
ficult to travel to the county seat.  Hence, “Summerseat” 
was an appropriate name for this structure.  It sits at the 
corner of Dupuy and Chesterfield Streets and has become 
a focal point of historical value to the Ettrick Community.  
The front porch does have four wooden posts to support the 
roof.  Today, it still stands because of a renewed concerted 
effort and interest by the citizens of Ettrick and others to pre-
serve it and hopefully, a new reuse by its present owners, 
Virginia State University.   
 
Another courthouse was built in Manchester, a small town 
that borders Richmond.  Manchester was chartered in 
1769.  The site that sits across the James River from Man-
chester was once called Manastoh by the Indians, Rocky 
Ridge by the British, and later named Richmond.   The Man-
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chester courthouse is now a part of the Richmond city land-
scape.  Manchester was destined to become Chesterfield 
County’s major town but that lasted only a few years.  In 
1871, the county citizens voted to move the county seat to 
Manchester where it built a courthouse and remained 
there until July 1, 1876 when Manchester was annexed by 
Richmond.  The county seat moved again and returned to 
Chesterfield.  The buildings formerly used in Chesterfield 
had been renovated and the county personnel moved back 
in.  The 1749 courthouse was once again an active court.   
Our grand historic 1749 courthouse structure was finally 
razed in early 1917 after a lengthy “first ever preservation” 
case to make way for a newer courthouse, and yes, with 
four huge columns.   Court, as well as county business, was 
held in the dining room of the Chesterfield Hotel with a four 
posted front porch (see photograph above) while a newer 
courthouse was being built.  For many years, the hotel was 
owned and operated by John Pierce and served meals to 
the public. The historic 1749 courthouse bell was mounted 
to a post just outside the hotel to be rung when court was 
in session. 
 
In 1917 it took less than eight months to construct the new 
courthouse which recently celebrated its 100 centennial on 
Oct 26, 2017 with an elaborate event on the courthouse 
green.  The structure has been an active court except for a 
brief period when in 1969 a new courthouse was built ad-
jacent to the old structure.  The Chesterfield Hotel had 
been razed in 1967 to make way for a new courthouse.  The 
county quickly outgrew the 1969 courthouse.  It was soon 
to become the Chesterfield Police Administration building.  
An even bigger courthouse was erected at the corner of 
Courthouse and Ironbridge roads.  One cannot help but no-
tice the four huge columns that support the portico.  Still, it 
is a reminder that it looks like the Minoan Palace of Knossos 
looking over the landscape of Crete, Greece. The newest 
courthouse is a busy and impressive structure that serves 
the county well. 
 
Throughout all of Chesterfield County’s history, the court-
houses have been the symbol of justice and order.  The 
styles and purposes quickly changed to adapt to the chang-
ing times.    For the past 100 years, our colonial style 1917 
Courthouse has stood like a sentinel, ever watching over 
the county.  It holds a special historical reverence to the 
county and a grand structure that with tender care should 
represent the county and its citizens for yet another 100 
years. 
  

 
 
 

Elementary Student Raises Funds for  
Restoration of Historic 1749 Courthouse Bell 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
 
After reading about the restoration of the historic 1749 
Chesterfield County Courthouse Bell in April 2017, ten-
year-old Weston “Wes” Reid became an enthusiastic fund-
raiser, according to his grandmother Terry LaPrade O’Do-
nahue, a resident of The Highlands in Chesterfield. 
 
“Wes is more of a sports fan but he decided to draw a pic-
ture of the bell,” explained  Mrs. O’Donahue adding that, 
“he  pro-
ceeded to 
place copies of 
the picture in 
round orna-
ment holders, 
and he used 
the picture to 
make return 
address labels.  
Wes also cre-
ated small clay 
models of the 
historic bell.” 
 
As a member 
of the Children 
of the Confed-
eracy Chapter 
21, Wes sold 
his artistic creations during a convention in Richmond as 
well as to family and friends throughout the summer. 
 
On October 26th, during the centennial celebration of the 
1917 Chesterfield 
County Court-
house, Wes pre-
sented a check for 
$29.00 to the 
event co-chairs, 
George ‘Buddy’ 
Cranford and Liess 
van der Linden-
Brusse, both vol-
unteers with the Chesterfield Historical Society of VA.   
Young Wes Reid’s contribution to the county-wide Pennies 
for the Bell campaign helped push the total amount raised 
to $600.  Thank you, Wes!  
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Library Donations & Acquisitions 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
 
Old maps, books and photos of Chesterfield County, as well 
as newspaper and magazine articles, manuscripts, research 
notes, diaries and journals about families, places and 
events in the county are always welcome additions to our 
reference library in historic Trinity Church.  Please keep 
your society in mind as you sort through the treasures in 
your attic or basement.  Thank you. 
 
The following items have recently been added to our Li-
brary Collection: 
 
CD-ROM 
Appomattox River: Treasures near Matoaca, VA, by Larry 
Holt and Jerry Pond, donated by the authors 
 
Genealogy 
“End of Watch – 1912”; The Murder of Archer Thomas 
BELCHER, Deputy Sheriff, Chesterfield County, VA, research 
notes compiled by R. A. Lescault, donated by R. A. Lescault 
MANN/BISHOP Wedding Certificate (1906), framed, do-
nated by Mary Cowan Sollog & Marsha Hall 
The History and Contribution of the HUGUENOTS in Britain, 
by Robin Gwynn, donated by Shirley Diller 
COWAN/MANN Family Papers (1937-1959), donated by 
Mary Cowan Sollog & Marsha Hall 
Stories of Historical and Genealogical Significance from 
Chesterfield County, VA, Volume I, by Ruby Williams, anon-
ymous donor 
 
General Interest 
Chesterfield County Street Name Index (2008), compiled by 
the Department of Environmental Engineering, Geographic 
Information Services, anonymous donor 
Notes on Virginia: Preservation 50 (1966-2016), by the VA 
Department of Historic Resources, anonymous donor 
The Talon: Huguenot High School Yearbooks (1961-1966), 
donated by Huguenot High School Class of 1966, 50th Reun-
ion Committee 
The Reflector 1935, Chester High School Yearbook, donated 
by Mary Cowan Sollog & Marsha Hall  
The Sceptre 1964-1968, Meadowbrook High School Year-
books, donated by Shirley Belkowicz 
Chesterfield Churches – Sketches by Vivian Perdue, discov-
ered in Magnolia Grange 
A Bibliography of American County Histories, by William P. 
Filby, donated by Friends of the Library 
 
Manuscripts 

Chesterfield County Bonds for $1,000: Water Revenue Bond 
(1951), & Improvement Bonds for Ettrick (1928) and Man-
chester (1946), received from the Department of Buildings 
& Grounds, Chesterfield County, VA 
University of Richmond B.A. Degree (1950) awarded to Vir-
ginia Winston Sims, donated by the graduate 
Matoaca Post Office: Last Day Cancellation Postmark 
(1955), purchased 
Central Methodist Church, Manchester, VA, Postcard 
(1907), purchased 
Le Journal – Huguenot High School Newspapers (1961-
1966), donated by Huguenot High School Class of 1966, 50th 
Reunion Committee 
Meadowbrook High School (1965-1967): Magazines, News-
papers & Calendars, donated by Shirley Belkowicz  
Manchester Courthouse (1871-1969), set of drawings and 
architectural layouts including site development & building 
development, donated by Elliott Demerell 
 
Military History 
Archeological Evaluation of the Civil War Components in the 
Route 288 Project Corridor, Chesterfield County, VA – Ben-
nett’s Ford Site, Floodplain Entrenchments, Civil War Skir-
mish Entrenchment, and Battery Woolridge, prepared by 
James R. Cromwell, Jr., received from Local History Room, 
Central Library 
 
 
Women of Chesterfield Committee Report 
 
As a subcommittee of the Library Committee, our vision is 
to recognize women who have made a difference in Ches-
terfield County, Virginia.  Our mission is to preserve their 
history for future generations.  Our research will be re-
flected in a planned publication entitled, Remarkable 
Women of Chesterfield County, Virginia:  Four Centuries 
of Women Who Made a Difference.   Our inaugural issue 
features a snapshot of the remarkable story of CHSV’s own 
Lucille Cheatham Moseley.   
 
Lucille Cheatham graduated salutatorian of the class of 
1940 from Midlothian School.  She is described in the senior 
highlights page of the yearbook as “a friend when one 
needs her most, thoughtful, helpful and willing”.  Continu-
ing her education at Longwood State Teachers College, she 
graduated in 1944, majoring in Home Economics.  
  
Following graduation, Moseley moved to Gloucester 
County to take on her first of several teaching jobs, later 
taking positions in Chesterfield County Public Schools, Col-
legiate School, Gill School and Huguenot Academy.  Mose-
ley continued to teach while raising her three children, 
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Bruce, Robert and Anne as well as supporting her husband’s 
career as Vice President of Dietz Press Publishing Company. 
After her children were grown, Moseley took a different di-
rection with apart time job as a reference assistant at the 
Central Library of the Chesterfield County Library System. 
In this position she collected local history and recognized 
the need for a county historical society.  Moseley became a 
principal founder of the Chesterfield County Historical So-
ciety of Virginia, and served as the county’s first profes-
sional museum administrator, supervising the daily opera-
tions of the County Museum and 1892 Jail.    

 In 1981, Moseley published her first book,” Descendants of 
Thomas Cheatham of Chesterfield County, Virginia.”  It was 
the first book accessioned into the CHSV Library.  Working 
closely with the Department of Historic Resources and the 
county, Lucille chaired a committee whose purpose was to 
research and erect highway markers for historic county 
sites.  Due in large part to the persistent and dedicated ef-
fort of Moseley, in July of 1984 the Chesterfield County 

Board of Supervisors voted to approve the purchase of 
Magnolia Grange, adding it to the Museum Complex.  Lu-
cille Cheatham Moseley retired from the position of 
Muse-ums Director for the Historical Society in 1994, 
after 10 years of service. The CHSV Library has been 
named in her honor, The Lucille Cheatham Moseley 
Library.  As a perma-nent tribute to Lucille Cheatham 
Moseley, in 2004 Chester-field County established the 
Treasured Volunteer Award in her memory. In the words 
of a speaker at Moseley’s retirement celebration, “Lucille 
Cheatham Moseley’s dedication to the com-munity, the 
preservation of its history and her love of mu-seums and 
their collections have left an indelible mark that benefits 
us all.” 

This is an ongoing project.  We welcome suggestions of 
women who merit recognition.  Please contact us by way 
of phone at the Library:  804-796-7215 or Email Pat 
Barron Forpbarron@gmail.com  or Terry Wells 
 thnx2gd@comcast.net

Event Calendar (cont’d from page 8) 
Sat, Feb 24. 10 a.m.-Noon. Historic Point of Rocks Guided Tour. Discover the unique history surrounding this newly acquired his-
toric side. Experience Native American history and learn about one of the earliest naval battles in 1862. Visit Historic Point of Rocks 
and learn about the Union hospital established there where Clara Barton served, and walk the ground where President Lincoln did 
during his visit in 1865. View Federal Fortifications and learn why this location played a major role in the Bermuda Hundred Cam-
paign. Wear comfortable shoes.  Tour meets in parking lot at maintenance office. R. Garland Dodd Park, 201 Enon Church Rd.  $8 per 
person.  Pre-registration and payment required for this tour in advance. Bryan Truzzie, 751-4946 

Sat, March 3. Noon-1 p.m. Magnolia Grange Free Lecture Series: Women of Service During WWI. Presented by the Quarter Master 
Museum. Learn about women’s role during WWI in many areas, especially the Gold Star Mothers. Magnolia Grange, 10020 Iron 
Bridge Rd. Details and reservations 748-1498 

Wed, March 7. 11 a.m. Nursery Rhyme Story Time at the Chesterfield County Museum 
For children 2-5. Hear nursery rhymes such as Humpty Dumpty, Old King Cole, One, and Two, Buckle my Shoe and learn the stories 
behind them! Chesterfield County Museum, 6813 Mimms Loop 
Free, Family- friendly fun! Details, Pat Roble 768-7311 

Sat, March 10. 11 a.m. A Historical Tour of Virginia’s Musical Heritage. Join Lamar Banister on a tour of the early development of 
music (Fist People, Europeans and Africans) and how it developed into making Virginia the center of American music up through the 
Fold/Blues of the 60’s and the impact it has on us today. Listen to a variety of instruments from pre-history to modern pre-electric. 
Chesterfield County Museum, 6813 Mimms Loop. Free, details, Pat Roble 768-7311 

Sat, March 17. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Howlett Line Van Tour. Learn about Civil War sites that were part of a Confederate line of defenses 
known as Howlett Line. Constructed in late May 1864, this defensive position prevented Federal troops from lunching further opera-
tions and kept the Army of the James entrenched on the peninsula. This tour will include stops at Battery Dantzler, Parker’s Battery, 
Ware Bottom Church Battlefield, Howlett Line Park and Fort Wead. Transportation provided from Henricus. Space is limited. Wear 
comfortable shoes. Henricus Historical Park, 251 Henricus Park Rd.  $15 per person.  Pre-registration and payment required for this 
tour in advance. Bryan Truzzie, 751-4946 

Sat, March 24. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Antiques Evaluation. Several professional appraisers with varying areas of expertise will be on hand to 
review items or detailed photos of the items.  They will give an oral appraisal of your items. Chesterfield County Fair Grounds (event 
is indoors) $10 per item, 3 for $25 (Unlimited items) Details and list of appraisers, 796-7156 
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Wed, Jan 17. 11 a.m. 50+ Active Lifestyle History Program: Heirloom Herbs, Their History & Folklore. Did you know that basil was 
used as an air freshener, insect repellent, digestive medicine, good luck charm, and a symbol of love, in addition to its culinary uses? 
Explore the historical uses and folklore of this and other familiar garden herbs such as rosemary, sage, fennel and thyme. Chester-
field County Museum, 6813 Mimms Loop. Free, Registrations required at least one week in advance. Details, Pat Roble 768-7311 

Sat, Jan 27. 11 a.m. Putting Together the Puzzle of Chesterfield’s Past Through Archeology. Discover how we learn about life in 
early 19th century Chesterfield. Explore the work of an archeologist and practice using hands on methods and tools. This will involve 
digging for artifacts evaluating them and the solving the puzzle of mending pottery shards.  Chesterfield Museum, 6813 Mimms 
Loop. Free, Family- friendly fun! Details, 768-7311 

Sat, Jan 20. Noon-1 p.m. Magnolia Grange Free Lecture Series: Trabue Tavern- A Family’s Journey. Speaker Karen Scherzer, owner 
and Trabue family decedent. Learn about the fascinating history of this local tavern and Mrs. Scherzer’s journey bringing the historic 
tavern back to the Trabue family. Magnolia Grange, 10020 Iron Bridge Rd. Details and reservations 748-1498 

Sat, Feb 3. Noon-1 p.m. Magnolia Grange Free Lecture Series: Beyond Glory: Remembering United States Colored Troops. Join 
Emmanuel Dabney, interpretive Ranger for the Petersburg National Battlefield, as he shares the history and important service that 
these men provided during the Civil War. Magnolia Grange, 10020 Iron Bridge Rd. Details and reservations 748-1498 

Sat, Feb 17. 11 a.m. Honoring Chesterfield County African American World War I & II Veterans  A lecture and discussion presented 
by the African American History Committee of the Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia. Chesterfield County Museum, 6813 
Mimms Loop. Free, Details, Pat Roble 768-7311 

Wed, Feb 14. 11 a.m. 50+ Active Lifestyle History Program: Do you speak Floriography? (The Language of Flowers)  During the Vic-
torian Era, flowers were used as a way to send subtle messages to others. Spend Valentine’s Day with the Backpack Storyteller Deb-
orah Also as she describes this romantic form of communications. Chesterfield County Museum, 6813 Mimms Loop Free, Registra-
tions required at least one week in advance.  Details, Pat Roble 768-7311 
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