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   Number 79                               October 2006 

The Messenger  

OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

Chesterfield County History 

Video in Production  
 

The long awaited video featuring county history is coming 

soon!  CHS has teamed with Cinebar Productions of 

Newport News to make a video of 400 years of county 

history. The video is partially funded by a $5000 grant from 

Chesterfield County. Members of the video committee are 

Chairman Margo Carlock, Angie Wilderman, Phyllis Bass, 

Arline McGuire, and Peter Lipowicz. Work started in June 

with a broad discussion what kind of video to make, and 

what parts of our history to feature. Soon, we had a first 

draft of the script. In late August, after a few meetings and 

many e-mail exchanges, the script was completed. Filming 

began on September 21. Much work still needs to be done, 

but we expect the production to be complete in early 2007.   

The people at Cinebar bring extensive experience to the 

project. Two of their recent projects are:  

A GENERATION OF WARRIORS, Virginia Historical Society, 

Narrated by noted journalist Roger Mudd, this program tells 

the compelling stories of some of the combat veterans from 

Virginia who served during World War II. 

JAMESTOWN REDISCOVERY: A WORLD UNCOVERED, 

APVA Preservation Virginia, This is the compelling story of 

the discovery of the first permanent English settlement in 

America, despite the conventional wisdom that the original  

Fort had been swallowed by the James River. 

Visit their website at: www.cinebarproductions.coml of the 

APVA. It is a fascinating adventure into America's past, exploring how 
what happened four centuries ago still has meaning for today. 
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret, and promote the county’s unique past for the education of present and future 

generations 

County Appoints Ms. Holly Rush 

Acting Director of Museum Services 

Holly joined Chesterfield County’s historical staff 

last year. In her new position Holly will be assisting 

CHS with the museum and other projects. We look 

forward to working with Holly and congratulate her 

on her new position.   
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Chesterfield 

Historical Society 

of Virginia 
10201 Iron Bridge Road 

P.O. Box 40 

Chesterfield, VA  23832 

www.chesterfieldhistory.com 

 
Officers 

President – Angela Wilderman 

1st Vice-President – to be named 

2nd Vice-President – Barbara Yandle 

Recording Secretary – Jane Harmon 

Corresponding Secretary – Phyllis Bass 

Treasurer — Jim Evans 

 

Directors 
Brenda Briggs Jo Garey    Don Gobble 

Dr. Peter Lipowicz    Arline McGuire    

Mike Poarch   Dr. Jean von Schilling 

 Ken Shiflett    Liess van der Linden-Brusse 

 

Committee Chairs 
Cemetery – Rachel Lipowicz 739-7225 

Finance – Jim Evans 

Library – Liess van der Linden-Brusse 

Historic Sites – to be named 

Membership – Barbara Yandle 

Military History – Scott Williams 

Hospitality – Barbara Yandlle 

Bermuda Hundred – Sam Tarry & Ruth Snead 

Batteau – Will Turnage 

 

Staff 
Tamara Evans - Gift Shop Manager 

Holly Rush – Acting Director of Museum 

Services 

 

Hours of Operation 
Castlewood and Magnolia Grange Gift Shop 

10 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

Monday — Friday 

 

Phone Numbers 
Castlewood   (804) 777-9663 

Magnolia Grange & Gift Shop (804) 796-1479 

 

Messenger Editor 
Peter Lipowicz 

 

 

 

From the President – 
September, autumn leaves, school, signs that this is the beginning 

of a new year and a special year 2006 was. We will conclude our 25
th
 

anniversary with a luncheon meeting at Meadowbrook Country Club. 

Thank you so much Jo Garey for chairing the 25
th
 anniversary committee 

and to Barbara Yandle, Jean von Schilling, and Liess van der Linden-

Brusse for their contributions to making this an awesome celebration.  

As we celebrate our anniversary, we also celebrate that the Town 

of Bermuda Hundred was placed in the Virginia Landmarks Register and 

the Department of Historic Resources recommends inclusion on the 

National Register of Places. On behalf of the board, I want to thank Ruth 

Snead, Sam Tarry, Jim Daniels, Barbara Owens, and Pat Breeden for their 

work on this committee.  

Some news from around the historic sites, Holly Rush is Acting 

Director of Museum Services, replacing Jeanne Marie Warzeski. The 

packing of the museum and the museum renovation are well underway. A 

reopening is expected in December; however, look for a grand opening 

sometime in January. The Evolution of Death will open on October 20 at 

Magnolia Grange. This traveling exhibit celebrates J.T. Morriss & Son’s 

150
th
 anniversary. Plan to come to Magnolia Grange to see this very 

interesting exhibit. The Society will also sponsor a Historical Spirit Walk 

this year as well as our Christmas programs.  

We look forward to seeing our members at our events and hope 

that many of you will be involved in the committees such as strategic 

planning, docents, and other special planning endeavors that keep the 

Society thriving and growing. Give us a call; become involved.  
  

From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by December 10 any submissions 

you would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@comcast.net. Thank you. 
 

CHS Events 
 

October 20 - December 1 "The Evolution of Death and Dying" 
presented by J. T. Morriss & Son at Magnolia Grange. 
 
October 28 Historical Spirit Walk at Castlewood, Magnolia Grange, 
and on the Courthouse Green. Visit from 3:00-8:00 p.m. Kids' games, 
pumpkin carving, reenactments, "ghostbusters," an story telling.  
 
November 2, 3, & 4 Shoppers' Fair  
 
November 10 CHS Benefit Auction at Wrexham 7 p.m. 
 
November 11 Veteran's Day at Historic 1917 Courthouse  
 
December 2 Open House at Magnolia Grange  
 
December 6 Christmas Tea at Magnolia Grange  
 
December 7 Holiday Centerpiece Craft at Castlewood 
 
January 19  Friday Evening Lecture Series Magnolia Grange  7:00 p.m. 
Bob Krick will lecture on General Lee  
 
January 28 Quarterly Meeting at Bottega Bistro. Conover Hunt will be 
the speaker.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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Recent Library Acquisitions and Donations 
The Library is always happy to receive books, documents, research notes, photos, maps, newspaper clippings and other printed items 

that provide information about our County’s past, so please think of us when doing your research or when clearing out the attic! 

Thank you. -- Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Library Committee 

 

History Books & Genealogies 

Richmond, The Story of a City, by Virginia Dabney, gift of Kathryn Duston. 

Franz Wilhelm and Mollie Booker von Schilling and Their Descendants, by Dr. Jean M. von Schilling. (Purchased). 

Green Mount; A Virginia Plantation Family During the Civil War, by Betsy Fleet and John D. P. Fuller, gift of Kathryn Duston. 

Continuing the Journey: Branch’s Baptist Church History 1989-2004, (5
th

 Edition), gift of Jerry Rudd. 

County of Henrico, Inventory of Early Architecture (2 Volumes), gift of Kathryn Duston. 

Here Lies Virginia, An Archeologist’s View of Colonial Life and History, by Ivor Neal Hume, gift of Kathryn Duston. 

Chesterfield Almanacs (1987 & 1989), and Chesterfield Annual Reports (1976 & 1978), gift of Doris Hancock. 

Chesterfield County, Early Architecture and Historic Sites, by Jeffrey O’Dell (signed by the author), gift of Kathryn Duston. 

 

Periodicals 
Harpers Weekly, April 1862 thru March 1863, gift of Beverley A Minetree. 

Chesterfield Journal (April 1983 & August 1983), gift of Doris Hancock. 

 

Manuscripts 
The 1820-1909 Index to Deeds for Houses on Fleet Hill in Ettrick, photocopy donated by Shirley Diller. 

Various newspaper clippings & Dedication Programs, gift of Doris Hancock. 

 

 

Poindexter Descendants Visit Castlewood 
John and Chris Sargent visited Castlewood together in June with their aunt Mrs Betty Wilkinson. She is the great-great-granddaughter 

of Parke Poindexter, builder of Castlewood, and clerk of the Chesterfield County Court until his death in 1847. They are photographed 

in front of Parke Poindexter’s portrait. 
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Mrs. Henderson and Mrs. West: Chesterfield Midwives 
By Rachel Lipowicz 

 

For much of our county’s history, the care and comfort of women in childbirth was generally in the hands of other women. Over the 

years Chesterfield’s mothers relied on many a local midwife to care for them and their newborns. Mrs. Martha Henderson and Mrs. 

Magnolia West were two of Chesterfield’s early 20
th

 century midwives. Martha, the daughter of Albert Stokes and Lizzie James was 

born in July of 1867. She married Luther R. Henderson on October 21, 1884 and six children were born to them. Martha and Luther 

worked hard at farming and for at least some time Luther carried the mail to the area residents. They had some education, and they 

saw to it that their children went to school, as well. About 1900 Martha began to practice midwifery. It is likely that she was the first 

midwife to be licensed in her district. After attending the birth of the local registrar’s child she was given a permit. Martha was paid 

about $10 per birth. When her career as a midwife began, her eldest child, Howard, was 13 years and youngest, Lizzie, was 2. As a 

mother and a farmer’s wife, she was expected to manage the household; caring for the children, cooking and cleaning, and probably 

helping with any smaller animals on the farm. 

 

Martha’s midwife duties added extra working hours to her already busy day. She was often awakened in the wee hours of the morning 

to attend births. During the early years of her practice she would travel to her patients’ homes by horse and buggy, but later it was 

more common to travel by car. She lived in a secluded area and the long and extended travel time added to the difficulty of her career. 

Though Martha served both the white and the African-American communities of Moseley, most of her patients were white. She 

attended the births of over one hundred babies, usually unassisted. Although birth records have not yet been released which tell the 

names of women she attended,  her neighbors included the Owens, Chalkley, Godsey, Cheatham, Booker, Porter, Brooks, Bailey, 

Phaup, Flournoy, Elam, Bass, Bowles and Rudd families and it is likely that she helped one or more of their children to come into the 

world.   

 

In 1941, after 40 years of practice, Martha’s license was retired in a special ceremony and she received a certificate of recognition 

from the Chesterfield County Department of Health. After retirement, she did ―day work‖ and weekend cleaning, which she felt was 

easier on her. Martha’s descendants remember her as a sweet lady; hard working with a gentle and caring manner about her. Her 

daughter, Lizzie May and her family lived with Martha in her later years and Martha would care for her grandchildren while Lizzie 

and her husband worked. Martha passed away on September 6, 1945 at the age of 78 years. She died at the home where she had lived 

since moving there with Luther around the time of her marriage. Three sons and a daughter survived her, along with 18 grandchildren 

and seven great-grandchildren. Martha was laid to rest at the Mt. Etna Baptist Church on Sunday, September 9, 1945. 

 

Mrs. Magnolia West was born in 1888 to Joseph Briggs and Priscilla White. At the age of 23 she married George West. The couple 

had ten children. Magnolia taught school in the Chester community but soon she found her true calling in midwifery. Mrs. Mozelle 

Perry, Magnolia’s granddaughter, remembers her as a very comforting presence in the delivery room. When she was young, Mrs. 

Perry was in charge of packing her grandmother’s black bag and making sure all the proper instruments and medicines were present. 

―She carried several sizes of scissors, a stethoscope and scales, gauze and adhesive tape, a watch, thermometer, drops for the baby’s 

eyes, and a mask and apron to wear,‖ Mrs. Perry said. Magnolia met regularly with county health nurse, Mrs. Bertha Britton, to 

receive healthcare updates. By the 1930’s midwives were trained to recognize when a woman might require the services of a 

physician. During Magnolia’s career women usually visited a doctor or clinic for prenatal care but many were attended only by a 

midwife during delivery. Magnolia would attend at the birth and then care for the mother and infant for up to two weeks postpartum. 

Magnolia usually received $30 for attending a delivery, but a family’s financial circumstance was taken into consideration and at 

times less was paid. Magnolia passed away on January 20, 1962. Even as hospital birth became more common during the 20
th

 century, 

midwives continued to be very active and filled an important need in the community. The hard work and dedication of Mrs. 

Henderson and Mrs. West are representative of the contributions of midwives throughout our county. 

 
References:  US censuses VA Chesterfield County:  1870—1930; Chesterfield County Marriage Register 1853—1896; Department of 

Health Chesterfield County Births 1881—1896; Article: 4 Veteran Midwives Retired by Chesterfield Health Board, by Rhea Talley, 

Richmond Times-Dispatch, Thursday Oct 2, 1941; the families of Mrs. Martha Henderson and Mrs. Magnolia West Morton. 
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Country Store, Ordinary, and Tavern Come to Life in Matoaca 
by George Reynolds 

 

Mr. Thomas (Tom) Kidd recently donated to the Society legal 

documents and photographs of a country store, an Ordinary 

and a tavern, all located in Matoaca that date back to the 

1800’s when Matoaca was a thriving cotton mill town. The 

country store (Wells Store) was built and operated by the 

Wells family until the accidental death of C.C. Wells. The 

property was then deeded to Mr. Thomas Kidd. Fearing the 

loss of historical records on the inherited properties, Mr. Kidd 

donated several documents, one of which was the State of 

Virginia license issued to Xavier S. Wells in 1885 to operate 

the ―Merchant and Tobacco‖ store in Matoaca. This document 

is signed by Y.A. Mann, Commissioner of the Revenue for the 

County of Chesterfield. 

 

Adjacent to Wells store was an ―Ordinary‖, now a private 

residence (the store was demolished in 2002 after a fire). The 

photo on the top left shows Mr. Kidd presenting the ―1876 

Chesterfield County License to Keep an Ordinary” to Mr. George 

Reynolds representing the CHS. The license, issued to Xavier 

Wells, is signed by Marcus Cogbill, Clerk of the Chesterfield Court, 

and one time resident of Magnolia Grange. The license states ―the 

Court being fully satisfied that the applicant is a person of sobriety 

and good character, and that the place where the said Ordinary is to 

be kept is convenient and suitable, and that he is provided with the 

necessary accommodations for man or horse.‖   The Tavern 

photograph has a more personal meaning to ―Tom‖, now age 92, it 

was his boyhood home.   

 

As a long time member of the Society, Mr. Tom Kidd plans to 

attend the October 8
th

 CHS quarterly meeting where the above 

described documents will be displayed. While you are there, I’m 

sure he will tell you some of his ―old‖ memories of growing up in 

Matoaca. 
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Bermuda Hundred Historic District Approved for Virginia Landmarks Register 
 

The Virginia Department of Historic Resources approved the application on September 6. We hope and expect approval for the 

National Register of Historic Places to follow shortly. The following is a complete list of Virginia Landmarks in Chesterfield County, 

along with the USGS Quad Map location, in order of the date added to the Virginia Register. 

 

Eppington Winterpock 9-9-69  

Bellona Arsenal Bon Air 1-5-71  

Henrico (Henricus Site) Hopewell, Dutch Gap 12-21-71  

Swift Creek Mill Chester 9-18-73  

Olive Hill Petersburg 12-17-74  

Pleasant View (Trabue's Tavern) Bon Air 2-18-75  

Chester Presbyterian Church Chester 6-15-76  

Castlewood (Poindexter House) Chesterfield 6-15-76  

Bellwood Drewrys Bluff 6-19-73  

Hallsborough Tavern Midlothian 12-18-79  

Magnolia Grange Beach 11-20-79  

Vawter Hall, Virginia State University Petersburg 2-19-80  

Old President's House, Virginia State University 
Petersburg 2-19-80  

Bon Air Historic District Bon Air 4-19-88  

Dinwiddie County Pullman Car Hallsboro 4-17-91  

Chesterfield County Courthouse and Courthouse Square 
Chesterfield 10-8-91  

Azurest South Petersburg 10-20-93  

Falling Creek Ironworks Archaeological Site Drewrys Bluff  1-15-95  

Bridge at Falling Creek (partially damaged in 2004 but still 

significant) Drewrys Bluff 08-28-95  

Bethel Church Midlothian 9-14-98  

United Daughters of the Confederacy Jefferson Davis Highway 

Markers (See Richmond City) 3-17-04  

Hallsboro Store Hallsboro 12-1-04  

Point of Rocks Hopewell 12-1-04  

Prehistoric through Historic Archaeological Resources and 

Architectural Resources at Bermuda Hundred Hopewell 9-6-06 

Town of Bermuda Hundred Historic District Hopewell 9-6-06  

Dale’s Pale Archaeological District Hopewell 9-6-06 

 
 

Chesterfield County Historical Markers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                        

 

O50  Bethel Baptist Church  
In 1799 the local Baptist Society acquired this 

land and soon built a meetinghouse. The Bethel 

congregation worshiped in the meetinghouse and 

was constituted as a church in 1817. About 1820 

the members built a brick church here – the first 

in Chesterfield County. The present sanctuary, 

which replaced it in 1894, was then the most 

elaborate rural church in the county, having 

Gothic buttresses, fine exterior detailing, and a 

rib-vaulted chancel. In the churchyard are buried 

soldiers of virtually every war from the 

Revolution through Vietnam. Department of 

Historic Resources 1981. 1100 Huguenot Springs 

Rd. 

 

O37 Providence United Methodist Church 
Established by 1807, the Providence Church 

congregation of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

became one pf the first Methodist congregations 

in Chesterfield County to build a permanent 

house of worship when it constructed a 

meetinghouse here before 1813. The congregation 

included both whites and blacks. During the Civil 

War, soldiers from both sides used the church for 

shelter. In 1896 the congregation built a Gothic 

Revival church here; it was replaced in 1958. 

Department of Historic Resources 1991. 901 S. 

Providence Rd. 
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Short Batteau Journey Leaves Lots of Time to Get Ready for 2007  
by Pam Wiley 

 

The Batteau Committee gave itself a couple of days to be 

disappointed at how quickly this summer’s river trip ended, 

then set about making plans for 2007. 

Committee members spent the weeks leading up to the 

21
st
 annual James River Batteau Festival, held on June 17, 

replacing much of the reproduction 18
th

-century cargo vessel’s 

hull and pushing an impressive amount of marine oakum into 

the spaces between boards. Then they trailered the batteau to 

Pocahontas State Park, where staff allowed them to launch it 

and allow it to start swelling. Work continued at the park, with 

crew members pumping water out of the boat and then 

watching to see where it seeped back in so they could caulk 

those places. 

After launching the Lord Chesterfield in Lynchburg, the 

seven-member crew was optimistic that the batteau was much 

more water-tight than it had been in recent years. The trip 

from Lynchburg to Stapleton was a pleasant one, and morale 

remained high on the trip from Stapleton to Bent Creek. 

It was between Bent Creek and Wingina, however, that 

the Lord Chesterfield encountered lower water and more 

rocks. That made for a more challenging trip, as the batteau 

frequently got hung up, and crew members spent the better 

part of the day backing it up and walking it downriver. In all, 

they traveled about 40 miles before deciding to stop short of 

Wingina at James River State Park in Buckingham County. 

The decision was made at dusk, as they shoved the 48-foot 

batteau – 18 inches at a time – through an impossibly tight 

spot, using two planks as levers while the sky turned black and 

a thunderstorm got closer and closer. 

Other batteau crews made similar decisions that night 

under similar conditions. 

The Lord Chesterfield crew spent the next two days 

camped at the state park, having stripped the boat of all gear, 

tools, and provisions. It was a time to rest, relax, compare 

scrapes and bruises, eat all the groceries, and ponder the way a 

wooden boat will flex when it hits something, dislodging 

caulk. 

The Lord Chesterfield was taken off the James at the state 

park’s boat ramp and is back in Chesterfield County. The 

Batteau Committee has twice discussed improvements over 

dinner and will take steps in the coming weeks to secure the 

Lord against the elements before winter. 

For more information on the Batteau Committee, contact 

Will Turnage at 804-748-6520 or h2omanwill@aol.com. To 

see photos from this year’s James River Batteau Festival, visit 

www.batteau.net. 
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Please submit a recipe to support CHS and Friends of the Library on this form. 
 

Please submit your recipe for consideration in The Full Plate to:  

Chesterfield Historical Society 

P.O. Box 40 

Chesterfield, VA   23832 

 

OR 

The Full Plate 

P. O. Box 74532,  

Richmond, Virginia 23236 

Email:  thefullplate@chesterfieldhistory.com 

Or deliver to your local library 

 

Name of the recipe _____________________________ 

 

Category of Recipe (appetizer, etc.) ___________________ 

 

List of Ingredients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparation/Directions (include pan sizes or other details):   

 

 

 

 

 

Cooking Instructions _________________ 

 

Serves ___________ 

 

Does your recipe have a story? (optional)  

 

 

 

 

Your Name __________________   Organization or Locale  Chesterfield Historical Society 

Your Address ___________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________ 

Your E-mail _____________________________________________________ 

Your Telephone Number ___________________________________________ 

 

Visit http://chesterfield.gov/HumanServices/Libraries/friends.asp  OR http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com     

mailto:thefullplate@chesterfieldhistory.com
http://chesterfield.gov/HumanServices/Libraries/friends.asp
http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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Dues Reminder 

CHS membership renewals are due during the month of January. You may remit your dues with this form. 

Thanks! 

                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia 

P.O. Box 40 

Chesterfield, VA  23832 

 

Visit us online at www.chesterfieldhistory.com 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit #28 

Chesterfield, VA 23832 

Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia Membership Form 

 

Name__________________________________________________________________________Date_____________ 

Street___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________ State______ Zip____________ Phone (___)_____________________ 

   __New  __Renewal 

Membership Levels: __Student ($10) __Senior ($15)  __Senior Couple ($25) 

__Individual ($20)  __Household ($30) __Benefactor ($500) __Corporate ($1000) 

 

[ ] Enclosed is my check for $_______ for the membership category listed above. 

[ ] I am making a contribution in the amount of $________ and have included that amount with my dues. 

[ ] Please contact me about volunteering. I am interested in one or more of the following committees: 

__African-American  __Archeology   __Bateaux  __Bermuda Hundred  __Cemetery  __Civil War Sites   

__Fund Raising  __Genealogy  __Gift Shop  __Historic Sites  __Hospitality  __Library  __Membership   

__Military History  __Newsletter  __Office  __Programs  __Site Docent  __War Memorial 

CHS use only: 

N  R  level_________________ yr_______ AIM  RB  Nlet  xf   ch#_______________ inv#________________ 

Make checks payable to the Chesterfield Historical Society. 

 

Mail to:   Chesterfield Historical Society, Membership,  P.O. Box 40,  Chesterfield, VA  23832 


