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Castlewood Update 
In mid-February, Acting President Tra Wagenknecht and other members of 
CHSV met with the county people in charge of the construction and 
reconstruction work at our historic sites. These meetings have been occurring 
on a regular basis since March of 2013 when we were removed from 
Castlewood. Although weather has delayed the restoration work at 
Castlewood somewhat, it is estimated that the project is 45% complete.  As is 
apparent from driving by Castlewood, a lot of stripping, priming and painting 
have occurred, primarily on the lower levels of the house. Wind has 
somewhat complicated the stripping of the lead-based paint from the upper 
levels as those paint chips must be contained. The color you see is a 
duplication of the original color as determined by spectral color analysis. A 
second coat of paint will be applied. When stripped and repaired, the shutters 
will be returned to the original forest green color.  Several windows have 
been stripped, their asbestos glazing removed and the windows put back in 
place. Columns on the porch have been replaced. Brick has been cleaned and 
repointed. 
 In the course of the work already completed, as often happens, other 
items have turned up that require attention. Much of the brick on the East 
chimney was found to be brittle and had to be replaced and some required 
additional repointing. The north chimney required some rebuilding at the top 
before it could be recapped.   A roof is being constructed over the back 
basement door, as existed in earlier days. The lack of that in recent history has 
led to water encroachment into the basement, so this situation will be 
addressed by the construction of the roof and the building up of the sill.
 The crawlspace vent work will be replaced as will the bridge or 
walkway that connects the attic room on the East end of the house. There is 
beetle and termite involvement that will be addressed.  It is heartening to see 
the work being done at the building we are so fond of. Capital Improvement 
Funding continues to be proposed in each year’s county budget so that our 
buildings can be maintained on a regular basis. As we receive specifics on 
funding submissions, we will communicate them to you so that you can make 
your preferences heard by the county Board of Supervisors.  
 

 

Missing Information from our 
Archive of Past Board Meetings 

Please Help! 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Library 
Committee 
In our Library, we archive all the minutes 
of our Society’s Board Meetings and 
Quarterly Meetings, including the 
agendas and any attachments to those 
minutes.  The archive goes all the way 
back to the Museum Committee in the 
1970s, before the actual founding of our 
Chesterfield Historical Society of VA in 
1981!  

In reviewing our records, we noticed 
that the following items are missing: 
 July 12, 2005 Agenda for the meeting 
 May 9, 2006 Minutes of the Board 

Meeting 
 July 11, 2006 Attachments for the 

Board Meeting (e.g. Treasurer’s 
Report, etc.) 

If anyone can help us with a copy of any 
of the above, we’ll be really, really 
grateful!  

Please call either Diane at the CHSV 
office (804)796-7121 or Liess, Library 
Committee, at (804)937-0737.  Thank 
you! 
 
Thank you for your participation in the 
preservation of Chesterfield history! 
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We all owe a thank you to Tra Wagenknecht for stepping in as Acting President.  
She has stepped down and so far we have not filled the President's position.  But I 
am hopeful we will do that soon.  The Board of Directors has approved hiring an 
Executive Director to help run the Society.  And we have already done that. 
 
 

It is my pleasure to introduce our new Executive Director Debra Herbst.  Debra 
was recently on our Board of Directors and a volunteer with the Library 
Committee.  She has a Professional Certificate in Nonprofit Management and 
recently was executive director of a nonprofit in Vermont that served recovering 
alcoholics and drug addicts.  Debra will be involved in all aspects of the Society, 
and has an office at Trinity.  Please stop by and say hello and welcome her in her 
new role. 

                               .  

 

The  Historic Winterpock House Tour is a once-in-lifetime event.  So don't miss it!  
It is Saturday April 12

th
 from 9 am to 4 pm.  Buy your tickets now.  And bring your 

friends and family.  And come buy your tomato plants at our Museum April 18 - 
19.  Check out the great poster in this issue. 
 

Peter Lipowicz 
Treasurer and Messenger Editor 
 
 
Out On A Limb ~~ 
Angie Wilderman 
 
Are you a saver? I am and my mother was before me. She saved all the letters my 
father wrote to her while he was serving overseas during WWII. I sorted the 
letters by date and put each sheet in a protective archival safe sleeve. I have 500 
sheets of letters. Many of the letters were written in pencil. My father included 
post cards and photos in his letters. What a treasure these letters are. This does 
not include the V-mail or Victory Mail. I had to do some research on V-mail – this 
was something new to me. To save cargo space on the planes, letters were written 
on special sheets of paper and then microfilmed. Once the film reached their 
destination, the letters were then reproduced and mailed locally.  
Take care of your valuable letters and photos.  
  
Here is the National Postal Museum website with information about V-Mail.  
http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibits/2d2a_vmail.html  

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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The Watering Hole 
George"Buddy" Cranford 

Chesterfield County has a historic watering hole and one, for 
health and safety reasons, certainly begs no one to visit or use. 

Today the spring is found in a dangerous area and is not for 
visitors to see. One would have to traverse a deep, overgrown 
ravine that teems with natural peril. Danger should be the 
keyword here so the exact location will not be revealed. It is best 
kept a local secret. However, there are some interesting facts 
about the spring. 
 Shown in the accompanying photograph is a member of 
the Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia looking into the 
brick cistern built after the Civil War. It is a large spring that once 
had a “spring run” that fed into the nearby James River. A 
circular brick wall nine feet in diameter encloses it. The spring 
was abandoned many years ago as a good source of water.  
According to 1937 sources, the spring itself may have been about 
five feet deep and may at one time have had a roof over it. 
Rumor has it that the spring is being filled with trash. “Trash” 
could be the natural materials that fell into it such as leaves and 
sticks or dumps by man. Curiously, there was an old roadbed that 
ran near the spring called the Warebottom Road. This old road 
was used quite extensively in both the Revolutionary War and 
the War Between the States.  It crossed just south of the old 
Warebottom church site near the spring and today part of the 
old road runs through Parker’s Battery National Park site. The 
road may still be known to only a few of the local inhabitants and 
they probably would prefer to keep it that way. This old roadbed 
is almost completely covered with grass and weeds and soon to 
be snake infested. That should be a warning to curious 
interlopers. The spring itself belongs to history. 
 At Warebottom Spring, it has been told, a company of 
British soldiers going to Bermuda Hundred stopped to water 
their horses. Not much history there, yet other British soldiers 
most likely used the spring as well. It was a favorite spot for the 
local inhabitants of that era. During the Civil War the site of the 
spring was used by both Confederate and Union soldiers who 
would gather to exchange food, tobacco and other goods. They 
would engage in card games and other pastimes. So much so that 
the Confederates established a policy of having officers 
accompany the men getting water to avoid such fraternization. It 
was also used by artillery troops in World War I. The troops of 
1917 and 1918 fired artillery shells from Parker’s Battery for 
practice. The troops at this firing range most likely used the 
spring as well. After all, spring fed water is always good when 
clean. The round brick container is still there. 
 Near the spring was the old Warebottom Church. This 
church, in use until around May 1864, was believed to have been 
named for the Reverend Jacob Ware. The church was destroyed 
by fire during the Civil War. It was used by Union sharpshooters 
to fire on Parker’s Battery. This certainly was a nuisance for the 
men and boys of the Battery. Some Confederate soldiers slipped 
out one night and set the church on fire to remove the threat. 
The remains of the church sat like the ruins of Pompeii for the 
remainder of the war and probably longer. 

The Warebottom area marked the center of the fighting that 
took place during the Battle of Warebottom Church on May 20, 
1864. This fierce battle between P. T. Beauregard’s and Benjamin 
Butler’s armies ended in triumph for the Confederates. The 
existing earthworks are a tribute to the men who engineered this 
feat. They were constructed over a period of time after that 
battle and embody some of the largest Howlett Line trenches 
still in existence. These trench works were a fearsome obstacle 
to Union forces. With a moat in the front, a rifle trench at the 
back and a wide sloping parapet in between, it must have been a 
formidable site to behold. More than 1500 feet of the 
earthworks are preserved in the Warebottom Church Battle 
Park. The battle itself was a huge victory for the Confederates 
and one that bottled up General Butler's Union forces until Lee's 
Confederates abandoned Petersburg. A lot of this fortification is 
now gone. 
 The old Warebottom church cemetery is long gone as 
well.  There is little left to remind us that this site existed. Today, 
it is owned by the National Park Service and passing the area you 
cannot tell that Civil War historical events occurred here. After 
the fiery demise of the church, the cemetery was at peace and 
remained so until the 1990s when the site was again disturbed 
by man.  Thanks to our Cemetery Committee for their extensive 
records,  we now have photographs and documented facts to tell 
us a bit about the Warebottom cemetery.  We are very fortunate 

to have a schematic of where the graves were at this church. In 
particular were two graves that were behind this church that 
bear mentioning. They were the graves of two seafaring men 
who came to this country from England and were said to have 
been sea captains. We don't know how they died but the good 
folks of Chesterfield gave them a Christian burial. According to 
1937 records, these graves on the Warebottom Church site were 
in a very remote section of a burnt-over wood, among a dense 
growth of briars and underbrush.  Over these graves were two 
stone slabs six feet eight inches in length and three feet wide 
bearing the following inscriptions. The first was the grave of 
William Ashburn. His stone slab read: 
 
William Ashburn  
Of Liverpool 
Who traded to this Province 
For many years Died the 25

th
 

Day of October, 1773 Aged 43 
Years and was buried beneath 
This Stone 
 
The other grave bore a slab that was hard to read.  This 
tombstone was unfortunately destroyed in the early 1990s. The 
stone (top part missing) had on its face: 
Body of 
John Breakhill 
Late of the Ship John 
Belonging to Liverpool 
Who departed this life the 5

th
 

Of June 1772 
Aged 56 Years 
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Like the Warebottom Spring and the old church, the graves and 
their inhabitants' names have long since disappeared and we 
may never know whose ancestor may be lost forever. Small 
markers now indicate where graves exist. It is the best that can 
be done for this old cemetery without further disturbing the 
ancient graves.  Let the people buried there rest in peace. 
 
This old watering hole has added to our rich history.  A long list of 
firsts occurred in our county; wars were fought, historical figures 
came and went, not so famous people took a drink from an old 
spring, exchanged a few goods, played games together and for a 
while were not shooting at each other.  Imagine a small thing like 
an old spring that men could gather around for a few hours of 
bliss. Their simple rendezvous left us a little taste of history. We 
can only imagine what visitors to the spring discussed. We do 
know for a short time and place in our dark history, with a taste 
of good clean spring water, men enjoyed peace and possibly a 
lasting friendship.   
 

 

Library Committee Report for 2013 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Chair 

 
This past year proved to be a roller-coaster ride for our Society 
Library but the dedication and perseverance of our library 
volunteers proved equal to the challenges we faced.   What 
began as a perfectly normal year in historic Castlewood took an 
unexpected turn on March 22

nd
 when we were asked to vacate 

the premises.  Apparently, many long-delayed plans for the 
restoration of the building had finally been approved. We were 
aware that these plans included a complete facelift of the 
building’s exterior (the “bad paint job” had become a source of 
embarrassment) but we expected to continue daily operations 
inside while the work was being done to the outside. What we 
didn’t know was that the work would also require the removal, 
restoration and reinstallation of every window.  

Our administration office and a small section of the 
Library (only the Vertical File and the Picture Collection) moved 
into the Community Development Building for three months 
while the County prepared Historic Trinity Church for us.  During 
the week of June 24-28, we moved everything from our 
temporary home in the CD Building as well as the balance of our 
Library (books, maps, manuscripts, family history files, cemetery 
files, scrapbooks, periodicals, desks, file cabinets, etc.) from 
Castlewood into Trinity Church. On Monday, July 1

st
, we opened 

for ‘business as usual’ in our new temporary home which is 
located at 10111 Iron Bridge Road, on the corner of Iron Bridge 
and Kraus Roads.  We will remain there until all the work on 
Castlewood is completed, both inside and out. 

Despite all this excitement and a three-month 
suspension of service to the public, our Library welcomed 141 
local and national visitors during 2013. Each walked in with a 
request for information, each left with a deeper knowledge of 
Chesterfield County history.  Our hard-working volunteers 
contributed 2,785 hours.  Based on the current rate of $22/hour 
(per the Bureau of Labor Statistics), our volunteers donated the 
equivalent of $61,270 to collect, preserve, promote and interpret 
the history of our county. 

Here’s how we accomplish the many projects in our 
research library:  David Jensen is our indexing expert who 
creates indices for books, for county publications such as County 
Comments and for the Title Deed Abstracts, a valuable collection 
of more than 2,000 files filled with details of property ownership 
and transactions dating back to the mid-1800s. Our Vertical File, 
which contains flyers, brochures and clippings on people, places 
and events in Chesterfield County, is maintained by Doug Blake.   

As manuscripts, books, maps and periodicals are 
donated or acquired, Donna Siebold and Liess van der Linden-
Brusse accession these items into our collection, acknowledging 
donations and creating the necessary records and reference 

data.  Joyce Hoffman, a trained librarian, maintains our shelf list 
to ensure that volunteers and patrons can locate items when 
needed. 

Assisting patrons with research requests on virtually any 
topic is an important task provided by Jerry Rudd who is also 
researching the history of business and industry in Chesterfield 
County.  Genealogical research is provided by Ley Diller who is 
familiar with most family histories in the county and somehow 
manages to find extra hours in each day to continue her in-depth 
research of the 1850 census.  Debra Herbst is a research 
specialist currently working on the history of Swift Creek Mill. 

Our Picture Collection has grown to more than 2,000 
items, many donated during the last few years. Recently, we 
welcomed Annette Schanz and Gloria Thysell to undertake the 
accessioning and cross-referencing of these items which make up 
such a unique visual history of our county.  At the same time, 
George (Buddy) Cranford has begun the digitization process of 
our entire Picture Collection.  

Maintaining the Society’s scrapbooks as well as 
restoring and indexing community service organization 
scrapbooks such as those donated by the Bon Air Artists 
Association are just two of many volunteer projects which 
currently need assistance.  Also, the Library needs volunteers to 
develop its Oral History program and to update our Veterans 
database. 

 In short, our Library always needs volunteers! The 
Library is open Monday thru Friday, 10:00a.m.- 4:00p.m. Our 
volunteers choose how much time they are willing to give.  If you 
are interested in volunteering or you would like more 
information, please call our administrator Diane Dallmeyer 
(804)796-7121 or Liess, the Library Committee Chair, at 
(804)937-0737. Thank you! 

 
 

Coming To Age During the War:  The 
Experiences of Judith Ann (Robertson) Foster, 

A Chesterfield Woman 
Veteran Data Base, Sesquicentennial Series 

 D. Michael Thomas 
 
Little is found about the home front in Chesterfield County 
during the War Between the States. Newspaper accounts from 
those days, along with other records, provide certain general  
information but specific  civilian accounts are rare. The 
Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia is fortunate to have a 
copy of a 1918 letter from Judith Ann (Robertson) Foster (1845-
1924) which, addressed to her grandchildren,  details her life's 
most meaningful events. Surprisingly, half of it pertains to her 
personal  experiences as a young lady in Chesterfield County 
during the war years of 1861-1865. A copy of this letter was 
graciously donated to the Society in 1982 by Mr. Lucius P. 
Robertson, Jr. Selected and gently edited portions of her letter 
are presented below with certain background information added 
for clarity. 
 Judith was born into a wealthy family and her parents, 
Moses M. Robertson and Judith Ann Nunnally Robertson,  had 
children from prior marriages.  The family home, known as The 
Robertson Farm, was quite near the court house. Her father died 
in 1858 and Judith was sent to a boarding school for young ladies 
in Fork Union where she stayed until 1861. She wrote:  
 "My brother, Joseph, came to Fluvanna after me just at 
Commencement time as they were going to have a picnic and 
great parade to get all the young men to enlist for service. It was 
then that the troubles began."  
 "My Mother's health was not good so she decided she 
could not spare me to go back to school. My  brother's company 
was the first to answer the call to arms. They entered service in 
April 1861. Brother Joseph fell at his post while on guard duty at 
Jamestown Island. He was sent over to Williamsburg. Mother 
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went down to nurse him but all efforts failed. He died of typhoid 
fever ...and was brought to the dear old home for burial. This was 
the first great sorrow of my life. My half brother John Nunnally 
was killed on June 2, 1862 at the Battle of Seven Pines. ...The 
surgeon of his regiment sent [his diary] to my Mother with a note 
saying my brother lived only a few moments as the ball [bullet] 
passed through his jugular vein. The Colonel and Captain went 
back to look for his body but never found it."

i
 

 "After the great sorrow my Mother gave her time to the 
hospitals and to the sick in her own home. Two young men from 
N.C. died and were buried in the family grave yard. I spent  my 
time  doing all I could for our suffering soldier boys. I went time 
and again with my Mother to the hospitals in Richmond where 
we took many gallons of milk, eggs, meat, in fact everything we 
had which was suitable to nourish the dear boys. It makes my 
heart ache even now when I recall the sufferings I saw."

ii
 

 Young Judith and her mother saw the results of war, 
heard  the news of battles away from  the Richmond area and 
certainly shared the grief of losses  by family friends and 
neighbors. Then in May 1864, war came to Chesterfield County 
and directly to Judith's house. Union forces began what is now 
known at The Bermuda Hundred Campaign which resulted in a 
series of engagements in the eastern half of the county lasting 
over a month. Additionally, Union cavalry entered Chesterfield 
stopping at the Court House and it was then some of their men 
entered Judith's house. They then proceeded to Midlothian's 
Coalfield Station and destroyed the railroad for some distance 
before retiring through Powhatan. Judith wrote of those days: 
 "In May 1864 the heaviest battles were fought between 
Drewry's Bluff and Centralia. At this time the Yankees sent out 
raiding parties. My mother became so anxious she sent my sister 
Jennie, our little brother James and myself from home carrying 
provisions and three of our best horses. The Yankees went to my 
home, searched it but did not at that time take any valuables. 
After the severe fighting we started home not knowing if the 
house was standing or Mother living. On our way home we 
crossed the battlefield where the dead men were lying like cattle 
[and] Many wounded still living whose lives were fast ebbing 
away. We had to retrace our steps many miles to pass the 
...bodies of the dead. We found things in great confusion but the 
worst was yet to come." 
 For the next ten months, the war centered on Richmond 
and Petersburg.   A strong Union presence in the Bermuda 
Hundred area of the county remained a threat and numerous 
engagements all around kept residents on edge. Finally, on 
Sunday 2 April 1865, Union forces broke through the defenses 
below Petersburg causing the evacuation of Confederate forces 
from the area. Judith wrote: 
 "Sunday was a dark day as we knew the time had come 
when our army would evacuate Richmond. On Monday A.M. we 
went over to the court house carrying everything suitable to give 
our boys as they were leaving us in the hands of the Negroes and 
Yankees. I've often looked back on that time as the saddest day 
of my life. I wrote a hasty letter to Eldridge Marcellus Foster [her 
future husband, Orderly Sergeant in the 15th Virginia Infantry] 
which I sent by a soldier...He always valued [that letter] more 
than any other." 
 "No sooner had our army left  us the Yankees came in 
their ambulances and carried away everything they could take. 
Some Negro [servant] told the men that I was armed whereupon 

they asked for the pistol. I replied it was ... for my protection. 
Also that they would not only see it but feel it. One of the men 
asked with a sneer on his face if I was a good shot. I replied, 'Go 
look at my target and decide for yourself if you want to take a 
chance'... There were five Negro soldiers with this raid and the 
first thing they did was to run their sabers through the three new 
graves thinking we had valuables buried there.

iii
 I packed the best 

silver, three watches and the dollar I cut my teeth on in a tin box 
and buried it under a setting turkey hen... I brought the box of 
silver in the house the night before the raid [and] put it under a 
mahogany davenport. When I came in they were taking out every 
ornament. I took my album and sat on the davenport not 
knowing if the box was still there. One of the men ran his saber 
under where I was sitting but never touched the box. I was brave 
then [and] nothing ever daunted me. I think now I  did not realize 
the danger I was in. They took all my clothes. My maid Sarah 
came crying to tell me that the man they called Major asked if I 
would like to have them saying I was the bravest girl they ever 
saw. He drew a very fine handkerchief from a silk coat and asked 
me to give it to him as a souvenir. I replied I would not to save his 
life. He took the handkerchief and left my clothes on the porch." 
 Union occupation forces remained in the vicinity of the 
court house for quite some time and her home was visited by 
Union soldiers on many occasions though  in a much more 
professional and respectful manner as shown in her words: 
 "For weeks we had a guard in our house sent over from 
the court house where the Provost Guard had headquarters. 
These officers were kind in bringing us mail and would have given 
us many things but we never accepted or asked favors of them. 
My Mother had many lambs and sheep which were off in the 
woods. The officers were kind enough to buy the lambs which 
gave us the first Green Backs I ever saw."  
 Judith mentions other personal observations in the 
aftermath of Lee's surrender then shifts focus to her postwar life. 
She tells of her courtship and eventual marriage with Eldridge 
Foster and how they made their future. She never refers again to 
the war but adds without detail a cryptic statement,  "The 
reconstruction period was worse than the war." Nothing in her 
letter was written with anger or rancor nor were there 
embellishments and self pity.  Her firsthand account of life in 
Chesterfield at this time is representative of what many others 
experienced but is one of the very few available on paper.

                                                 
i
 Judith's brother, Joseph H. Robertson and her half brother John 
W. Nunnally enlisted together at the Chesterfield Court House 24 
April 1861 in Captain W.W.T. Cog bill's company (Chesterfield 
Central Guards) which later became  Company D, 14th Virginia 
Infantry Regiment.  
ii
 Chesterfield residents opened up their homes to sick and 

wounded soldiers because the hospitals were overwhelmed . 
Many men from all over the South were indebted to the efforts 
of local citizens for their survival. 
iii
 Presumably these 3 graves were those of her brother Joseph 

and the 2 North Carolina soldiers buried there. 
dmt/ Feb 2013 
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Women of Chesterfield County - part 3  
Native American Women 

Patricia Watts 
 
At the time of settlement, Native American women had 
freedoms seldom enjoyed by European women.  Their roles in 
the tribe were defined but they were free to accept or refuse a 
marriage proposal, they participated in the Chief’s meetings and 
were revered as a human life equal to the man.  The people of 
each tribe cared for each other – if a mother died, her child was 
cared for by the other women in the tribe.  The tribe also cared 
for their widows and elderly women and each contributed 
according to their abilities but all contributed.  In this 
environment outlaws of either sex were banished to fend for 
themselves – often a death sentence except for the hardiest and 
luckiest.  The woodlands had virgin timbers and much 
undergrowth – not the tended lawns and parks we have today – 
only the land near the rivers were cleared by the tribes in order 
to grow crops and to set up shelters from the hot, humid 
summer and the viciously cold winters in our area.   

The Native American women were responsible for 
clothing their family and used animal skins to fashion clothing 
and moccasins and furs for winter apparel.  When the English 
arrived and saw the women half-clothed and saw naked children, 
they thought of them as heathens and savages. 

There was clear delineation between adult and child as 
seen in their hair style and dress.  There were class distinctions, 
too. The Quiakros (those who kept their history) and their 
families were at the top of the hierarchy followed by the 
paramount chief and his family, then the lesser chiefs or 
Werowances and their families, followed by the warriors and 
their families, then lastly, the mainstream tribal members.  No 
one of the upper class had tattoos – only the lower classes in the 
tribe had tattoos because they were seen as a disfigurement of 
the body that the Ahone, the Good and Great Spirit had given 
them.   

When tribal meetings were called, all men and women 
were in attendance – children were not allowed into the 
meetings nor were they privy to these discussions until they 
reached puberty when they were then included. A coming of age 
ceremony was very special in the tribe and was a large 
celebration for a female which was called “Huskama-squaw”. 
This celebration signified her eligibility for courtship and 
marriage.  For her ceremony, Pocahontas, daughter of the 
paramount chief, would have worn a necklace made of seashells 
or possibly copper jewelry, adorning her hair were turkey 
feathers, and she was dressed in a very soft off-the-shoulder, 
fringed deerskin dress with matching moccasins.  During this 
celebration, there was a specific courtship dance, where single, 
male warriors asked the honoree for a dance signifying their 
search for a mate.   

The English settlers arrived when Pocahontas was about 
8-years old, prior to her coming of age celebration.  She was a 
child and acted as one playing with other children and running 
free all the while naked.  When she attended her coming of age 
celebration, childish pursuits were put aside.    
  
 Women of Chesterfield County - part 4  Transplanted 
English Women 
The English were ill-prepared for life in the new colony.  They 
had expected to find an easy way to landownership.  And rightly 
so, they had heard the Spaniards stories of finding gold and 
golden cities.  Their expectations were of land riches, 

unattainable in the English feudal system, but they were not 
prepared for the hard existence which met them – forested 
acreage, no cities to speak of and definitely not cities covered in 
gold but brutal winters and steamy, humid summers following  
long, torturous voyages and even shipwrecks.  These things took 
most of their determination from - even the most driven of 
them.  They did not bring enough food with them nor were they 
especially willing to do the work required for their subsistence – 
there was no un-cleared land waiting them only hard, back-
breaking work; and on top of that, they faced new sicknesses and 
strange natives.  (Historically, landed aristocracy in England 
received their lands from family inheritance and unless a 
commoner or tradesman in England was fortunate enough to 
marry into the aristocracy - rarely done in that day and age - they 
had no hope of owning their own land until the London Company 
of Virginia came into being.)  Often their voyage to the new land 
was financed by the trades people seeking more wealth.  Many 
of the colonists were common people or trades people on a great 
adventure that would give them land, which brought status in 
England.  They had neither enough money to pay their passage 
nor knew what faced them upon arrival.  So they became 
indentured servants for 7 years to pay back  their passage to the 
new colony – every man, woman and child became an 
indentured servant.  After that period of time, when the colonist 
worked to pay back their debt, the King of England, by ‘patent,’ 
was to grant the husband, not the wife or children, the land on 
which they lived and farmed.  The Crown of England claimed the 
lands already inhabited by the Native Americans as their own, 
particularly those of the Powhatan nation.  
 The Chief of the Powhatan, the Paramount Chief, along 
with his daughter Pocahontas, lived in a village about 12 miles 
upstream and across the river from Jamestown. It was custom 
that the paramount Chief take a bride from each tribe – these 
marriages were viewed as political and were temporary.  They 
were done for two reasons, to strengthen the alliances in the 
nation and to produce more children to perpetuate the nation. 
While Pocahontas’ father and other chiefs had many brides, after 
their temporary marriages, the bride was free to return to their 
own tribe but Powhatan’s wives where held in high esteem as 
the wife of the paramount chief and were much sought after. 
Their new families, as well as their tribes, were readily granted 
protection, care and assistance as parents to the child of the 
paramount Chief.  But Pocahontas was different than other 
children or even her siblings.  She was the child of the bride 
Powhatan loved - his first wife before he became a chief.  Her 
mother died giving birth to their daughter, whom they called 
Matoaka (meaning flower between two streams).  Just before his 
wife died, she told Chief Powhatan that she wanted him to care 
for and love their daughter.  This was an easy task for the Chief 
because as young Matoaka grew she so resembled her mother 
and was the epitome of her mother’s name – joyful and laughing 
one.  She also was an intelligent child of much wisdom with no 
fear.  The Mattaponi credit her wisdom and lack of fear to the 
many women who cared for her in her early years.  The 
Mattoponi were the tribe of her mother and her aunts and 
cousins nursed her until she was weaned then returning her to 
her father under the care of her older sister, Mattachanna.  
There she was cared for and watched over with special attention 
accorded her as the favorite child or Princess of the paramount 
Chief.  When she returned to live with her father, what he saw 
pleased him – a child of much wisdom and joy, one that made 
him laugh – since she so resembled her mother, his beloved 
bride, he called her Pocahontas in honor of her mother.   
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CHSV Events Calendar 
Current Exhibit (1892 Old Jail), "Firefighting in Chesterfield County, The Original 13 Departments," Tours begin at the 

County Museum - $1 Suggested Donation    Current Exhibit thru May 31st (County Museum) Black History Exhibit:  

"African-American Schools during the Segregated Era" - $2 Suggested Donation 

APRIL    

Tuesday, 1s
t
 thru Wednesday, 30

th
, CHSV African-American History Committee Exhibit:  "Early African-American Churches of 

Chesterfield County: Weaving History"  (Chesterfield County Meadowdale Library). Free  

Saturday, 5
th

, Noon-3pm, Confederate History & Heritage Day (1917 Courthouse Green). Free Saturday, 12
th

, NEW! "Historic 

Winterpock Day," 9am-4pm,. Tickets available online with PayPal, at Magnolia Grange and at  

Historic Trinity Church. Advance Tickets: $25/adult, $12.50/Student (under 18); Information: (804)796-1479  

Saturday, 12
th

, 10am-2pm, Civil War 150
th

: 1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign Van Tour  

(Henricus Historical Park), $15/person, Register online with PayPal www.chesterfieldhistory.com   

Friday, 18
 th

, 11 am-3pm, a Saturday, 19
 th

, 1lam-lpm, Annual Heirloom Tomato Plant Sale  

(County Museum). More than 30 Varieties, $2/plant or 3 plants for $5. (804)768-7311  

Friday, 25"-Sunday, 27
th

, NEW! Civil War 150 Event: 1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign  

Sesquicentennial Commemoration. (Horner Park, Genito Road). Free. 

 MAY     

Saturday, 10
th

, 10am-Noon, NEW! Historic Point of Rocks Tour (R. Garland Dodd Park),  $8/person, Register with PayPal   

Saturday, 10
th

, 8-10pm, NEW! Spirited History Paranormal Tour (Historic Trinity Church)  $20/person, Register  with PayPal  

Saturday, 31
5t

, 11 am-3pm, NEW! "Planter's Festival" (Magnolia Grange), Civil War-Era Activities,  

Music & Refreshments, House Tours & Museum Gift Shop Sale. Information: (804)796-1479 

JUNE   

Saturday, 21s
t
, 8-10prn, Spirited History Paranormal Tour (1917 Court House Green) $20/person; Register online with PayPal  
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