
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  Number 90                                                                                                              July 2009                                                                                                              
                                                                                    

The Messenger  

OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

July Quarterly Meeting and Election 
Sunday, July 26, 2009      2 p.m. 

The Heritage Center at Pocahontas State Park 

 
Our July Quarterly Meeting is a singular event because elections for Officers 

and Directors are held.  The profile of the Society has been raised this year 

with the proposed budget cuts and our members‘ strong and highly visible 

response to that, as well as the ever-building success of our programs and 

outreach activities.  It‘s exciting to be a part of the only group in Chesterfield 

County devoted to the broad range of history unique to our county!  As we 

elect new leadership, participation as members is strongly encouraged. The 

meeting will be held in the Heritage Center at Pocahontas State Park and we‘ll 

be welcoming a speaker who will teach us about the CCC (Civilian 

Conservation Corps) that built the park in the 1930s, as well as history of the 

parkland itself. Our own Ley Diller has compiled histories of the original 

landowners in the park and her materials will be on display.  Following the 

election, our annual ice cream social will be held.  Bring your family and 

friends for this enjoyable and educational opportunity!  There is no admission 

to this event and, if you inform the gatehouse that you are attending a 

program at the Heritage Center, there is no admission fee to the Park.   
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 

 the education of present and future generations 

 

  

Send an e-mail to DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov and ask to be on our e-mail list.   
 

mailto:DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov
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From the President –  

As you all most certainly have heard, the funding has been restored for the 

positions at Magnolia Grange and the Museum.  The Society will be 

contributing $13,391 this year and the County will make up the balance of the 

$36,000 cost.   It is likely that we will face a similar situation next year if the 

economy does not improve so we need to be prepared.  All in all, given the 

severity of the budget situation, I am pleased that we were able to emerge with 

the positions intact.  The silver lining is that we learned that the people of the 

County support us, the government of the County supports us, and that our 

members are active and speak with one voice to help preserve our history. 

 

The letter is my last message to you as President, so let me reflect on the past 

two years.  I wish to thank all the members for giving me the opportunity to 

lead this great organization.  Together, we have accomplished so much.  I am 

especially proud of the establishment of the new Museum Committee, the 

temporary exhibits added to the Museum, the re-energizing of the African-

American History Committee, the success of our events including the lecture 

series, the ever growing list of contributors to The Messenger, and our growing 

membership.  I am also pleased that the Society‘s new relationship with the 

County is a true partnership.  One great result of that partnership is that our 

sites have been open every single day, as scheduled, for the past two years.   

 

I look forward to being on the Board as your Past President for the next two 

years.  The bylaws actually prescribe no duties for this position so it is really 

going to be a great job!  I will remain active in the Society and will have more 

time to focus on this newsletter, help Rachel with cemeteries, and Jean and 

Holly with the Museum.    

 

It has been an honor to serve you as President of our Society.  I look forward to 

supporting the new leadership and I ask that you lend your support as freely as 

you did for me. 

 

From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by Sept 10 any submissions you 

would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net. 
 

CHS Events 
July 13-17, 9-1pm Kids Archeology Camp; 8-11 ages Castlewood 

July 26, Sun, 2pm Quarterly Meeting: Poc. State Park Heritage Center 

July 27-31, 9-1pm Kids Archeology Camp: 12-15 ages Castlewood 

Aug 1, Sat, all day Valentine Museum ―Bus Tour thru Chesterfield County‖  

Aug 8, Sat, 11am Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture: Mike Anders ―History of Camp 

Lee‖ Central Library 

Aug 22, Sat, 11am Celebrate Chesterfield Lectures: Mike Gorman ―Civil War 

Photography‖ Central Library 

Sept 12, Sat, 11am Celebrate Chesterfield Lectures: Larry Haake ―History of 

Elections in Chesterfield County‖ Magnolia Grange 

Sept 15, Tue, 10am  Gardening in Chesterfield: Then & Now Lecture – Pat Roble & Jason 

Anderson ―Chesterfield‘s Trees: Then & Now‖ Magnolia Grange 

Sept 22, Tue, 10am  Gardening in Chesterfield: Then & Now Lecture – Pat Roble & Andy 

Hankins ―Chesterfield‘s Vegetable Gardens: Then & Now” Magnolia Grange 

Sept 23, Wed, 2pm Magnolia Grange Tea  

Sept 26, Sat, 11am Celebrate Chesterfield Lectures: John Quarstein ―Benjamin 

Butler & the Bermuda Hundred Campaign‖ Central Library 

Sept 29, Tue, 10am  Gardening in Chesterfield: Then & Now Lecture – Pat Roble & 

Cathy Chain ―Chesterfield‘s Herb Gardens: Then & Now” Magnolia Grange 

Oct 3, Sat, 11-4pm CHS Information Table at ―Eppington Heritage Day‖ 

Oct 5, Mon, 12 noon  CHS 3rd Annual ―Golf Classic‖ The Highlands 

Oct 10, Sat, 9-3pm CHS/JTCC Book & Author Symposium JTCC Chester Campus 

 
**visit our website for more event information and details!** 

 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net
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Membership Committee Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

Membership stands at 572 members.  We extend a warm welcome 

to 17 new members this quarter: Ms. Linda Alt,  Mr. & Mrs. Roger 

Bare (Celine), Ms. Ruby Cole, Mr. William O. Deaver, Mr. Reid 

Deckebach, Mr. Scott Deckebach, Ms. Milly Hudgins, Ms. 

Christine Duty, Mr. & Mrs. Denis Englisby (Margaret), Ms. 

Rhonda D. Fosse‘, Ms. Connie Kinnin, Mr. Jay Loughlin, Ms. 

Irene Nuttall, Mr. Eric Wetzel, and Mr. Fred Wise. 

 

Cemetery Committee Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

The Cemetery Committee continues to locate, research & 

photograph burial places.  This past quarter we have worked on 

Chestnut Grove and Presquile as well as the Boisseau and Scully 

families.  We have created an on-line link to our abstracts of the 

Chesterfield County Register of Deaths (1853—1896) and have 

begun to create links to those Chesterfield Cemeteries listed on 

Findagrave.com.  We completed indexing and binding of the 

funeral programs donated by Ms. Brenda Friend Briggs.  The 

work is called The Friend Funeral Notice Collection, for Mrs. 

Marguerite Friend Christian who collected the programs over the 

years, and for Ms. Brenda Friend Briggs who donated them.  We 

are still updating our interment cards and continue to collect 

obituaries.  Five members of the committee and two helpers 

contributed 557 volunteer hours this past quarter. 

 

African-American History Committee Report 
Cornelia Owens Goode  

Over the last year, the AAHC has considered several options and 

avenues for the further development of the history of African-

Americans for Chesterfield.  One of the committee‘s most 

pressing outreach component is the ―Four Score and More‖ 

project.  This undertaking requires the collection of oral histories 

of our eighty years and over African-Americans in the county. 

 

During the last two quarters, the late Brenda Friend Briggs, with 

the AAHC members, Gwendolyn Mountcastle Davis, Sarah 

Jackson Gregory, and Cornelia Owens Goode, led the 

interviewing and recording sessions of the aforementioned senior 

residents.  As of today, a total of six seniors have been 

documented.  In addition, the committee‘s efforts supported the 

following activities: 

 

 Chums, Inc. annual conclave, hosted by the Petersburg 

Chapter: AAHC members served as tour guides covering the 

Chesterfield area, including Virginia State University; historic 

Old Town area; Blandford and People‘s cemeteries 

 Carver High School exhibit at the County Museum: 

donation of artifacts 

 Turning over of the NAACP papers to the Society held 

at Magnolia Grange 

 CHS‘ Cemetery Committee: identified and toured the 

Christian-Berry cemetery located at 16812 Harrowgate Rd., Colonial 

Heights, Va.  23804.(behind the home of John A. Christian) 

 

On June 13, 2009, the CHS as well as the community lost a giant, 

Brenda Friend Briggs.  As the AAHC‘s chair, she was a powerful 

presence, yet her reserve manner and adept skills led credence to 

her plight and passion of history.  Brenda can not be replaced, 

but as the committee moves forward to weave and further 

develop the African-American history in the county, we will be 

highly motivated by her passion. 

 

The AAHC is pleased to announce and welcome two additional 

members, Bernard and Charlene Anderson. 

 

Library Donations & Acquisitions 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 

Since the end of last year, our research library at Castlewood has 

added numerous items to its collection of books, manuscripts, 

maps and photos.  Most of these valuable additions were donated, 

some were purchased. When doing your research or cleaning out 

your attic, please keep our library in mind!  Thank you. 

 

Genealogy 

CLARKE Family, the ancestry of the Walter Greeley Clark, Sr., 

family of Chesterfield, by Alan Carroll McCann, donated by 

Shirley Diller 

 

WOODCOCK Family, one of the early settlers of what is now 

Chesterfield, VA, by Alan Carroll McCann, donated by Shirley Diller 

 

GOODWYN Family Papers, a scrapbook commemorating the 

75
th

 birthday of Jim Goodwyn in 1969, donated by Nancy 

Goodwyn Hill 

 

CLOPTON Family Papers, gift of Jean von Schilling 

 

2008 High School Alumni Directories for 6 Chesterfield High 

Schools, donated by the Chesterfield Public Education 

Foundation, Inc 

 

Chesterfield County Uncovered, the Records of Death and Slave 

Insurance Records for the Coal Mining Industry (1810-1895), 

donated by Nancy Frantel 

 

Scottish Merchants (1728-1760), compiled and donated by 

Shirley Diller 

 

Love Stories of Famous Virginians, by Sally Nelson Robins, 

donated by Pattie Grady 

 

Making the American Dream Work, a Cultural History of African 

Americans in Hopewell, by Dr. Lauranett Lee (Purchased) 

 

Unwise Passions, by Alan Pell Crawford, donated by Pattie Grady 

 

General Interest 

Remarkable Trees of Virginia, by Nancy Ross Hugo, donated by 

Pat Roble 

 

Copy of the original Act Providing A Charter for the City of 

Manchester, Approved March 20 1874, donated by Margaret 

Reichenberg 

 

Continuing the Journey, Branch’s Baptist Church, Richmond, 

VA, 1989-2004, donated by Dorryce Rudd 

 

The Richmond Stage 1784-1812, by Martin Staples Shockley, 

acquired through the Chesterfield Friends of the Library 
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The Old Farm House (Known today as Knox Springs Farm, 

Matoaca), by Dr. George R. Partin, donated by the author 

 

The History of First Baptist Church – Centralia, Vol. I, 1867-

1941, from the Memoirs of Sister Nellie Clarke Robertson Hill, 

by Magnolia L. Patron, donated by the author 

 

Copies of 6 advertisements published in The Enquirer (February 

9 – March 26, 1811), announcing a slave auction at Trabue‘s 

Tavern, donated by Nancy Frantel 

 

Historic Virginia Homes and Churches, by Robert A Lancaster, 

Jr., donated by George Reynolds 

 

DVD: John Smith’s Voyage of Discovery, the Chesapeake Bay, 

by the National Geographic Society, anonymous donor 

 

Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of proposed Holly View 

Tract, Chesterfield, VA, donated by Rachel Lipowicz 

 

Final Edition of The Richmond News Leader (May 30, 1992), 

complete with all supplements, donated by Sue Hubbell 

 

Castlewood Papers (1936-1957), donated by Pattie Grady 

 

The Jamestowne Adventure, Accounts of the Virginia Colony, 

1605-1614, donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse 

 

Recipes & Reflections, a Collection by Matoaca Woman‘s Club 

(Purchased) 

 

Bermuda Hundred, Papers & Research Notes to support the 

National Register of Historic Places Application (1990-2008), 

compiled by Library volunteers 

 

Military History & Veterans 

6
th

 Virginia Infantry, by M. A. Cavanaugh (Purchased) 

16
th

 Virginia Infantry, by Benjamin H. Trask (Purchased) 

 

History of my Service during World War II, by Peter Sierlecki, 

donated by the author 

 

The War of 1861-1865, Civil War Centennial Supplement to the 

Richmond Times Dispatch & Richmond News Leader (1961), gift 

of William (Bill) Wilds 

 

Petersburg National Military Park, VA, by Richard Wayne 

Lykes (Purchased) 

 

Maps 

Chesterfield County Streets and Roads (1972-1973), by 

MAPCOM Systems, donated by Angie Wilderman 

 

Preliminary Chart of James River Virginia from Richmond to City 

Point including the Appomattox River from Petersburg to the Junction 

(1855), compiled by the U.S. Coast Guard, donated by Dan Downs 

 

Civil War Sites in Chesterfield County (2008), donated by Scott 

Williams 

 

Scrapbooks & Photo Albums 

Photo Album: Re-enactment of the Duval/Robertson Wedding at 

Magnolia Grange (June 1997) 

 
Photo Album: Structural Restoration to Magnolia Grange (July 1997) 
Scrapbook (Recreated):  Magnolia Grange No.1 (1984-1989) 

Scrapbook (Recreated):  Magnolia Grange No.2 (1990-1996) 

 

Special Donation 

We are very grateful to Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Baker for donating a 

Brother typewriter to the library.  Yes, we still type our 3x5 

Index cards on a good old fashioned typewriter! 

  

 

Thank You, Donors 

The Society thanks all of these donors, who have provided a cash 

donation or grant to the Society in the second quarter of 2009:  

Taylor Watson, Marilyn Brandt, William Lipscomb Trust and 

Dr. Blair Griffin.  

 

In Memoriam 

BRENDA FRIEND BRIGGS 

1943 - 2009 
On June 10, 2009 Brenda Briggs, Society board member, and 

chairman of the African-American History Committee, passed 

away.  Brenda was born in Chester, the daughter of James & 

Louise Friend.  She served as an educator for over 30 years as 

well as a legal service provider for the Virginia Department for 

the Aging. She also served 

faithfully with the 

following civic 

organizations: 4-H Club, 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 

Inc., Petersburg Chums, 

Martha Mason Hill 

Memorial Foundation, the 

Virginia Association of 

Black Women Attorneys, 

and was a lifelong member 

of First Baptist Church, 

Centralia. 

As a member of our Board of Directors she provided 

guidance and leadership to our Society‘s efforts.  One of 

Brenda‘s many interests was the history of the people in the 

community.  She was chairman of the African-American History 

Committee for the past two years.  When she readily agreed to 

take on that important role, it was a significant moment for the 

Society because the committee had been without leadership for 

the past several years.  Her legacy lives on at the Society, and the 

African American History Committee, now led by Cornelia 

Owens Goode, will continue her work in the years to come.  

Brenda is survived by her daughter, Nicole Briggs-Gary 

and husband, Kenneth A. Gary; two grandchildren, Kingston 

James Briggs-Gary and Kennedi Myah Briggs-Gary; mother, 

Louise P. Friend brother, James B. Friend Jr.; dear friend, 

Laverne Pride Yates; former husband, James E. Briggs; and four 

godchildren, Carla Friend Huggins, Terrance Wilson, Tamani 

Wilson, and Monet Cogbill; a host of nieces, nephews, other 

relatives and friends. 
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Magnolia 
Grange 
Gift 
Shop 
Sampling 
 

Magnolia Grange Bun Warmer $15.00             
Virginia Women Bun Warmer $15.00   
Punch Bowls-$95.00 handmade in Yorktown, VA by Michelle 
Erickson. (Exact copies of our bowls found at the Tavern site 
in the front yard of Magnolia Grange)  
paper plates- 
 luncheon $6.00, 
 cocktail plates $4.00 

Napkins 
 luncheon $5.95 
 cocktail $4.95 
 quest $6.95 

Full Plate Cookbook $15.00  
Stealing with Style by Emyl Jenkins (a cute mystery a 
combination of antiques and murder) $12.95 
Dog Ear bookmarks with historic sites $2.00   
Stuart Nye handmade silver dogwood jewelry $24.00-$45.00  
DAR-Susan Constant pins and charms  $25.00 

 
 

 

SAMUEL LEWIS TARRY 
1939-2009 

Chesterfield Historical Society lost a loyal and devoted Board 

member in May.  Sam Tarry will be remembered for his service to 

the Society; at the time of his death he was serving a second term 

on the Board.  He was keenly interested in history, especially Civil 

War history, and was active in 

the Chester Station Camp of the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

Sam was an indefatigable 

researcher in genealogy and 

compiled an impressive 

database on his family.  He was 

president of the Genealogical 

Research Institute of Virginia 

where he was a long time 

member. In addition to conducting his own research, he was 

always happy to lend a helping hand to others who were involved 

in theirs. In addition to CHS and GRIVA, Sam was a member of 

the Virginia Historical Society and the Jamestowne Society. 

Born in Oxford, North Carolina, Sam grew up in Clarksville, 

Virginia. His Tarry immigrant ancestor settled in the area of 

Lunenburg County that later became Mecklenburg, and Sam was 

always delighted to talk about the family‘s history there. After high 

school, Sam attended Hampden-Sydney College and graduated from 

Campbell University. In 1975, Sam and his wife Beverly and their two 

sons, Sam, Jr. and Fred, moved to Chesterfield when Sam went to 

work for Philip Morris, where he continued until his retirement. 

Sam will be remembered for his courtly good manners 

and delightful sense of humor.  He was a devout Presbyterian and 

a member of Centralia Presbyterian Church. His wife preceded 

him in death. He is survived by his two sons and three 

grandchildren, a sister, a niece, and numerous cousins. 

 
Magnolia Grange Activities 

Tamara Evans 

This year at Magnolia Grange started off with a bang and is still 

whirring along.  Our teas seem to be our most popular events and 

this year we've had Bridal teas, Valentine's teas, Save the Sampler 

teas, and a Victoria & Albert tea. Thanks to MaryEllen Anderson, 

who spoke about antique mourning jewelry and Victorian fashions, 

many of which are still on display throughout the Grange--come see 

them!  Thanks, as well, to everyone who baked: Valerie Poarch,  

Marilyn Dundon, Virginia Foster, Jean von Schilling, Diane 

Dallmeyer--could not do it without you!  

 

We've also given hundreds of tours to Girl Scouts, Sons of American 

Revolution (the power went off for hours during this one, they took 

it in stride and said it was more authentic!), Cedarfield, International 

Club, Nifty Fifties, and Greenfield, Reams, Wells, and Millwood 

schools. We hosted parties for the Sabra company, new Judge 

Evans, and Model Government.  We had a chamber music concert 

and a book signing for Dr. Lauranett Lee. Thanks as always to my 

wonderful volunteers, Shirley Hudson (we've been together since we 

opened the shop in 1992), Ruth Stover, Lynn Waymack, Jan 

Steinberg, and last but not least our 2009 Christmas Mother, Gail 

Feind. Please check the calendar for upcoming events at Magnolia 

Grange and please think of the Museum Shop when you need a gift. 

We have wonderful things - even for men.  

 

Society Interns and Their Projects 
Diane Dallmeyer 

Thomas Dale senior Spencer Watts recently completed a research 

project for school on the village of Chester.  Spencer spent many hours 

conducting research in our library at Castlewood and interviewed 

several CHS members.  Spencer's finished project is a DVD which is 

available for viewing at Castlewood.  Stop by sometime and enjoy the 

efforts of this industrious and creative young man.  Here is a list of 

student interns this summer and the projects they're working on.  

Nisha Sharma, rising sophomore at UVA, is working on re-doing the 

trifold board that illustrates who CHS is and what we're involved with, 

as well as making a visual display of the research Ley Diller has 

compiled on Pocahontas Park, to exhibit at our July quarterly 

members' meeting.  Robert Hudson, rising junior at Longwood, is 

working on an index of all materials that pertain to African-Americans 

in our library and linking our 

library shelf list to book 

photos in PastPerfect on the 

library computer.  Holli 

Hughes, rising junior at James 

Madison University, is 

working on compiling 

information about prominent 

women in Chesterfield, which 

will hopefully be used in a 

print brochure at some point.  

Holli has already completed 

her first project; cataloging 

artifacts from archaeology 

digs that are in boxes in 

Castlewood's basement.  Eric Wetzel, grad student at University of 

Richmond, is working on oral histories of Chesterfield's senior 

citizens.  Gray Kidd, rising sophomore at James Madison, is working 

on updating our Welcome to Chesterfield brochure, having already 

completed the indexing of back issues of The Messenger.  High 

school students Maryam Patton, Stephen Roach, and Reid Deckebach 

have joined the team now that high school is done.  Stephen is 

working on the history of the five magisterial districts; Reid is helping 

the Collections committee and working on a book index; Maryam will 

be helping Jean von Schilling and George Cranford with their work on 

the Collections committee.   With the help of these dedicated students 

(who are not getting paid for their internships), several projects on the 

ever-growing "to-do" list are getting done and we are appreciative of 

their volunteer participation!   Several of these students will be 

assisting Bryan Truzzie with archeology camp this July. 
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The Robertsons of Winterpock 

This article is an excerpt from the book with this title edited by 

Ray Robertson.  This book is in the Society library. – editor 

Lieutenant John Robertson 

As stated in the previous chapter, John was the oldest of the 

children of Scotch William. I have examined carefully at least 

seventy applications for membership in a well know patriotic 

society all based on credentials offered to prove that the 

applicants were directly descended from Lieutenant John 

Robertson, and I was amazed to find so many errors in these 

citations. According to some of these affidavits, John was born 

anywhere from 1716 to 1756. A few gave approximately the year 

of his marriage, but over half of them failed to give the correct 

name of his wife, and not a single one of the applicants knew the 

year in which he died, nor did a single one of them know when 

his widow died. Moreover, not a one of them could supply the 

name of his wife‘s parents. Most of them claimed that John died 

in 1806 or 1808, and that his wife died in 1812. Most surprising 

of all was the statement in ―The Historic Register,‖ by Heitman, 

that Lieutenant Robertson died in 1810.   As far as I can 

ascertain, John was born in 1743, and was married in 1764 to 

Ann Waithall. Dozens of the applications referred to in the 

previous paragraph certified that her name was Mary or Mary 

Ann, but she is listed in the Waithall family record as Ann, she 

signed her will as Ann, her name appears on the family 

monument as Ann, and nowhere in all of my very careful 

research, except in the erroneous applications cited above, did I 

find her referred to as Mary or Mary Ann. That John died in 1798 

and his wife in 1803 is shown on the Robertson family 

monument, and these dates are verified in their respective wills, 

recorded in Chesterfield Will Book 5, Page 185, and Will Book 

6, Page 264. The Robertson graveyard is located near Walke 

Quarter, a hunting lodge on the Appomattox River near 

Winterpock, about twenty-five miles west of Petersburg. My 

cousin, Verney Robertson, of Matoaca, discovered the burial 

square and the basement site of the old home place while hunting 

in that area some years ago. The property remained in the 

Robertson family until 1832, when it was purchased by John R. 

Walke, and we know that the house was still standing at the time 

of the War Between the States. However, on the map of the 

county published about 1888, it is not shown as a residence, so it 

may have been destroyed by fire prior to that time.  

 

The contour of the basement excavation would seem to indicate 

that it was a large country home. Nearby is a very deep well, 

covered by tree trunks and debris, which may have supplied 

water for the large Robertson family and their numerous slaves. 

Here, far from the beaten track, it is possible that John 

Robertson‘s family lived in rural seclusion and safety, while he 

was serving in the Continental Army, and while Benedict Arnold 

and Colonel Tariton were pillaging the farms and villages 

between Petersburg and Richmond. 

  

Of special interest to my cousin and me was the large burial square 

enclosed by a homemade wall of huge river rocks, laid without the 

benefit of cement, but balanced so perfectly that it has weathered 

the storms and the pressure of large tree roots for over a century 

and a half, and high enough to prevent cattle from tramping over 

the graves. And it was especially gratifying to us to find that the 

large central stone had been erected by our respective great 

grandfathers, Benjamin and James Gaston Robertson, in memory 

of their mother, Catherine Traylor Robertson. 

 

My cousin, on a previous visit to the burial square, had found 

that falling tree had damaged the central stone, so he carried with 

him some fresh cement, and he and his son and I succeeded in 

replacing the broken part, making the monument look almost as 

good as new.  

 

To reach the old home site and the family graves, one must travel 

in a jeep or a high-wheeled vehicle in order to ford Winterpock 

Creek. We followed River Road out of Matoaca and turned to the 

left at Phillips Store, then we turned south about a hundred yards 

from the intersection. Soon we came to a narrow sawmill road, 

which led us in a southwesterly direction to Walke Quarter, 

situated on a hill that towered above the river.  

 

The graveyard is in a wooded section not far from the road on the 

left, just before we came to Walke Quarter. To reach the home 

site, we retraced our steps from the lodge about half a mile, and 

then followed an old trail for perhaps a half of a mile, toward the 

west, until we came to the old well and between the well and the 

river we found the basement excavation of the old home, on a 

high bank, overlooking a wide bend in the Appomattox River.  

About five miles west of the Robertson home site is 

―Eppington,‖ a beautiful home that once belonged to John 

Wayles Epps, son-in-law of Thomas Jefferson, Nearby, on the 

river, is Epps Falls, and just below the Falls was the terminus of 

the old Bright Hope Railway, over which tons and tons of 

bituminous coal were brought from Winterpock during the 

Nineteenth Century to be loaded on barges bound for Petersburg 

and Norfolk. Five miles northwest of Eppington was a large farm 

on Sappony Creek owned by John Robertson, known as ‗Mt. Ida.‖  

 

The entrance is marked by two flanking cedar trees. There are 

nine graves within the rock wall and nine graves lying parallel to 

each other to the right of the rock wall. There is one tombstone 

which had fallen over and cracked that has been restored (see 

page 15 for inscription). A stone monument was erected in 1992 

outside the rock wall which has the following inscription:  

 

This family cemetery restored May 1992 in memory of  

JOHN ROBERTSON  

1743—1 798  

Lt. Continental Army  

through the benevolence of  

WILLIAM ROBERTSON LIFSCOMB  

Capt. U.S. Navy Retired  

Ray Aiken Robertson  

Trustee  

October 1992  
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Growing Up in Chesterfield County 
Beverley Condrey Berry 

 
The roots of my father‘s family have always been in Chesterfield 

County.  The earliest recorded settlement of our Condrey 

ancestors in the County was 1751, shortly after Chesterfield was 

formed in 1749 from the earlier established Henrico County.  My 

great-great-great-grandfather, William H. Condrey, born circa 

1810 and his wife, Sarah Elizabeth (nee Clarke) owned the 

Condrey Mann House, built in 1800, probably by his father, 

Claiborne, born circa 1785, and located on property that is now 

part of Pocahontas State Park; this land had been acquired 

through his grandfather William‘s marriage in the 1750‘s to 

Mary Blankenship, whose father owned large land holdings 

along several rivers, including the largest parcel on the 

Appomattox at 

Winterpock Creek.  By 

the late 1800‘s, my 

great-grandfather, Irvin 

Richard Condrey had 

moved north and 

settled land in the 

Tomahawk area; he 

owned land that was 

eventually donated for 

construction of the 

Tomahawk Academy 

just north of the 

Courthouse and 

Providence Road 

intersection in the 

1960‘s.  My grandfather continued the migration north by 

purchasing land for his farm farther along Courthouse Road. 

 

I was born and raised here and spent my pre-school years on or 

near Daddy‘s (Irvin Weldon Condrey) home place on Courthouse 

Road.  You wouldn‘t be able to find it now because the Smoke 

Tree subdivision 

entrance road is 

located exactly 

where the house 

and barn used to 

be.  It was a 

100-acre 

property that 

was 

consolidated out 

of three parcels 

by my 

grandfather, 

Irvin William 

Condrey.  There 

were Condrey relatives all along Courthouse Road from Hull 

Street Road to Midlothian Turnpike.  This was my entire world 

as a child, driving this road to visit family, shop at Luck‘s Store 

or go to church at Central Baptist; there was also the occasional 

ice cream cone from Longest Bros. Store at the corner of 

Courthouse and 360.   

 

I remember Sunday afternoons in the Spring might include a ride 

on the tractor back to the original house place where Daddy was 

actually born, because there was a big old pear tree as well as a 

―honey‖ tree that could be harvested.  There was the occasional 

fishing expedition to the pond behind the barn and piglet round-

ups when they got away from the sow and under the fence into 

the hay field.  My sister would often make rice pudding, but not 

before my brother and I walked with her across the road to Mrs. 

Ferguson‘s to get fresh eggs; a County Fire Station is there now.  

There was always a milk cow that my Mom had to milk twice a 

day, before going to work in the morning and when she got home 

in the evening. A garden hoe was always left in the corner of the 

milking stall because snakes sometimes showed up there!  

 

Chickens ran loose in the barnyard, often becoming Sunday 

dinner and pigs were raised for market sale as well as slaughter 

to provide meat for our smoke house.  Corn and hay were 

cultivated to feed the livestock and vegetables planted as part of 

a kitchen garden.  There was a large old oak tree next to the 

garden where Daddy put a swing up for us.  I remember the 

acorns were so large that he often fashioned toys out of the acorn 

caps with his pocketknife.  

 

Besides the milking (that Mom hated to do!), a butter churn was 

kept in the kitchen and I was sometimes allowed to work the 

churn.  Improvements made to the farm that I remember during 

the late 1950‘s were changing out the wood stove in the kitchen 

for an electric one and adding a modern bathroom on to the back 

of the house, replacing the original ―wash‖ room.  My brother 

and I had previously taken impromptu baths in the washtub after 

clothes were laundered. 

 

In the Fall, there was always a trip down the road to Uncle Joe 

and Aunt Florence‘s house because, besides raising eggs for sale, 

they had a vegetable patch that was full of all sizes of pumpkins 

for carving.  Daddy‘s uncles had all been in the sawmill business 

at one time or other and Uncle Joe always had at least one mule 

that he kept at the barn.  As a child, this was the biggest animal I 

had ever seen, this huge equine (16+ hands tall at the withers) 

was used to ―snake‖ logs through the woods to the mill.  During 

the Depression, my grandfather and his brothers often put their 

teams together when there was a heavy snow, to pull a sledge 

that was designed to clear the way and open access to houses 

along the road.   
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This was also a popular time for deer hunting, but not at the 

farm.  There was land in Powhatan County set aside for keeping 

the hunting dogs, with adjacent property leased for running the 

deer.  My brother and I got to go when it was time to find a 

Christmas tree, because invariably it would be a cedar tree from 

the Hunt Club property. 

 

Memories of my early life on the farm started me wondering 

about my Daddy‘s family and led me to do some genealogical 

research.  Historically, the Condrey name has had many spellings 

(Condra, Condry, etc), but it is believed that the origins are Isle 

of Man, located between England and Ireland. Lots of effort and 

research predated my interest and included references to the first 

mention of the Condrey name in Virginia, being ―Gris Condry‖ 

recorded 1648 in relation to a patent of 380 acres of land between 

the York and 

Rappahannock Rivers.   

 

It is clear that the 

Condreys have been 

landowners and farmers 

throughout history, prior 

to and during settlement 

in America.  The 

beautiful rural area south 

of the James River was 

appreciated for its 

bounty in the form of 

timber, coal and tillable 

soil.  With hard work, a 

man could make a living 

and provide for his 

family.  The Condrey 

clan had large families 

and worked the land 

without the help of slave ownership.  As the family tree grew, the 

branches extended into new areas of the County from the 

historical beginning at Winterpock and Clover Hill.  There was 

always support for the various military challenges of an 

emerging nation from the Revolutionary War, where two young 

Condreys served and eventually received war pensions, through 

both World Wars and beyond.  There was strong support for 

local religious institutions including family involvement in the 

establishment of several churches throughout the area.  

Throughout its history, Chesterfield could always count on the 

support of the Condrey family. 

 

Rawleigh Condra Fjeld has done many years of research into 

British, Virginia and Chesterfield historical records, and made 

trips to Europe and Virginia that contributed much of the 

Condrey information referenced here for the 17
th

 through 19
th
 

centuries. 

 

The Old Farm House 
George R. Partin 

This article is an excerpt from the author’s genealogy poem.  The 

complete poem is in our library – editor. 

 

The Old Farm House still stands as it has for many years, 

providing a home for families thru laughter and thru tears.  

 

It is made of wood and plaster with a roof of real tin,  

which has kept families warm and dry thru rain, snow and wind.  

 

Following is a glimpse into the lives of one couples‘ stay 

in the house to raise their family in a good and proper way. 

 
 

The Old House can recall when the pecan tree in the yard was a 

seedling,  

planted there by the lady of the house for shade and pecans for eating.  

 

The Old House, as was the custom in those days,  

was arranged for convenience in many ways.  

 

First, there was the ever present open front porch,  

where friends and family would gather to visit and talk.  

 

This being a house on a produce farm with collards and beans to 

sell,  

it was a handy place to extract the butter beans and peas from 

their shell.  

 

Upon leaving the porch one would enter the dining space, 

furnished with table and chairs, a very memorable place.  

 

It was reserved and kept in a very special way,  

for such events as Christmas and Thanksgiving Day.  

 

Picture a table loaded with food surrounded by the family there, 

ready to eat and eat until they were all filled to bear.  

 

At Christmas, imagine the anticipation while having to wait 

to get a piece of Mama‘s long awaited fruit cake.  

 

Or to be told to hang onto your fork for bye and bye,  

you were to get a piece of Aunt Margaret‘s lemon meringue pie.  

 

Yet, those gathered could never forget the picture on the wall 

of the second son,  

who lost his life in an automobile accident when only twenty one.  

 

The last day he spent on this earth with his smile and charm 

was helping his Pa dig up wire grass on Zanny Collier‘s farm.  

 

The last time we saw him he was walking up the ―lane‖ with his 

white coat on 
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to meet eight of his friends to go off to Richmond.  

 

It was, though, a sad and regrettable fact  

that of the group only one, David Skinner, came back.  

 

The tragedy was an awful ordeal for the family and friends to 

endure,  

especially for Papa who never seemed to get over it for sure.  

 

But soon the meal is over with the women busy cleaning up the 

mess,  

while the men were off to the living room to get a little rest.  

 

Ah, the living room what a warm and cozy space,  

filled with stuffed chairs, a sofa and an open fireplace.  

 

The living room served many purposes such as the place for the 

Christmas tree,  

and a mantel on which to hang stockings for Santa Clause to see.  

 

The Christmas tree would be a natural grown cedar  

collected by the boys after searching near and far.  

 

The living room would witness the glee on Christmas morn, 

as everyone gathered to search and find a present all his own.  

 

Then off to the mantel to take down the stocking, the longest you 

could find,  

to savor the contents—an apple and orange, hard candy and nuts 

of every kind.  

 

The living room was the main room suitable for courting 

and thus used by the only girl to visit with her boy friend.  

 

Here the boy friend, Johnny Mac, would often elect to pay the 

cost  

of giving the youngest boy a nickel to go and get lost.  

 

It was from this room they later bid farewell  

as off they went to get married by the Rev. Dr. Correll.  

 

Two grandchildren from the union came as two bundles of joy, 

one a talented girl and a ―chip off the block‖ boy.  

 

The other two grandchildren came from the youngest son and his 

wife Audrey,  

who raised two lovely girls, with the help of Dum Dum the dog 

and her mother, Mama Nanny.  

 

What  Did You Eat on the Farm? 
Beverley Condrey Berry 

 
We can take a lesson from our ancestors when it comes to the 

trend of ―going green.‖  Today, it‘s easy to believe that milk only 

comes in a jug, that cleaning products are available for a vast 

array of specialized applications, and if you want a snack, just 

grab a bag of chips, ice cream from the freezer, or maybe a candy 

bar.  Not so for my Grandmother managing her household 

before, during and after the Great Depression of the 1930‘s. 

Irvin and Hannah Leonard Condrey lived on a 100-acre farm on 

Courthouse Road, like many of their relatives, both Condreys 

and Leonards, who had property in the close vicinity.  This 

property provided everything the family needed to live, except 

for those few things that had to be purchased from any of several 

General Stores along Hull Street Road (Highway 360), (one of 

which --Tomahawk Store & Gas Station-- was owned by 

Papaw‘s brother, James), like sugar, tobacco, coffee, and salt.  

There was also the occasional peppermint: I remember Papaw 

really liked these and almost always had some in a bowl by his 

chair. 

 

The kitchen garden provided vegetables like butter beans, corn, 

green beans, tomatoes and black-eyed peas. These items and 

others grown seasonally were canned and stored in the pantry 

located off the kitchen.  Cabbage was processed into sauerkraut 

using stoneware crocks.  Cucumbers, tomatoes and watermelon 

rind became all manner of pickles, steeping in brine in copper 

buckets brought by the Leonard family who immigrated from 

England in the 1850‘s. It was a given that if vegetables and fruits 

didn‘t get grown and gathered then preserved or stored in the 

summer, they wouldn‘t be available to eat in the winter.  There 

were precious few food goods off the shelf and no imported 

produce to fill in any culinary gaps, if a family could afford to 

buy them.  Any extra vegetables, fruits and eggs were taken to 

town and sold 

at ―farmer‘s 

markets‖. 

 

Peaches, pears 

and apples 

came from the 

orchard and 

were either 

canned or 

made into 

jams, jellies 

and preserves.  

Wild grapes --

-Grandma 

called them 

sloes--- and 

blackberries 

were gathered 

in the woods 

and used for 

preserves or homemade wine jelly.  Grandma must have had a 

natural instinct for the fermentation process because I never saw 

a mention in her ―recipe‖ for how long the prepared juice was to 

age!  I will always remember the pickled seckle pears and wine 

jelly served at Christmas dinner, along with her homemade 

fruitcake.  It was her holiday specialty.  Wild chestnuts were 

harvested and roasted.  Black walnut trees provided nuts with a 

very hard outer shell, requiring a hammer to crack them open 

before extracting the nutmeat.  There was a ―bee‖ tree near the 

back property line from which honey was harvested.  The only 

time oranges were available was Christmas-time, when one could 

be found with an apple, nuts and candy, in a shoebox ―left by 

Santa.‖ 
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There were no plastic bags, aluminum cans or shrink-wrap.  The 

few jars available from the general store usually contained 

mayonnaise; or there were Ball Brand or Kerr mason jars for the 

express purpose of canning.  None of these were ever thrown 

away.  That was the same philosophy practiced with anything 

that came into the house, from glass and wood to paper and 

fabric.  Everything found a use, and when it wore out, it was re-

purposed into something else.  If you wonder where your need to 

save every bag, box or jar you get from the store today came 

from, it‘s probably from the example set by your Grandmother! 

 

There was the usual collection of farm animals, including 

chickens, milk cows, and pigs.  Timothy hay, corn and oats were 

cultivated to feed them, as well as scraps from the garden and 

table for the pigs. The dairy cows had to be milked twice a day; 

after skimming the cream off the top for butter and buttermilk, 

the milk would be stored in the well to keep it cool.  The cream 

would accumulate, left to ferment until churned for butter with 

the liquid left over from this process being buttermilk.  The 

butter churn was kept in the kitchen and round glass molds were 

used to shape the finished product. 

 

Bread was a food staple at every meal, usually in the form of 

biscuits or rolls.  Freshly ground wheat flour came from a mill and 

later when mills were harder to find, from the General Store.  The 

fabric sacks that the flour came in were reused by sewing four of 

them together to make bed sheets.  Sugar sacks were often used as 

towels.  The occasional sweet was a pie or cake baked from 

―scratch‖ for special times like birthdays or Sunday dinner when 

the preacher or family was invited.  And when rationing was 

necessary during World War II, there were all kinds of creative 

ways for baking without flour or limited sugar!  In the 1960‘s, 

when my brother and I were little and spent summer days at 

Grandma‘s while Mom and Daddy were at work, we were lucky to 

get a treat of pie crust baked with butter, sugar and cinnamon; that 

was if there were leftovers from her pie baking!  It was the first 

time I remember having a banana sandwich, too. 

 

There was usually meat available at every meal in the form of 

sausage, ham, bacon or wild game shot on the property, like rabbit, 

squirrel, turkey and deer.  Eggs were gathered and occasionally a 

rooster would end up in the soup pot.  ―Hog killing time‖ was late 

autumn or early winter, when the weather was cold enough to keep 

the meat from spoiling.  This was an important aspect of food 

preparation and all the men got together, going from farm to farm 

to help with the processing of pork products to sustain their 

families through the winter.  Only the castrated male pigs or 

barrows were butchered for meat.  Hams and bacon went into the 

smokehouse, where hickory wood in a tin heater was used for 

curing.  ―Middling‖ was the slab bacon that was often salt cured.  

Crackling was the rind left after boiling down the skins for lard 

and was usually cooked in bread.  Chittlings or intestine were often 

deep fried to a crisp and served as a specialty for the New Year.  

Every part of the pig was used from pickled feet and snout to the 

meat and organ leftovers going into sausage. 

 

Water was drawn up from the well outside the backdoor and it 

was also a place to store milk or butter that needed to stay cool, 

by lowering them down in the bucket.  Clothes were washed by 

hand with a washboard and tub using soap that Grandma made 

from lye and other ingredients.  There was no such thing as toilet 

paper for use in the outhouse; any extra paper, usually from a 

Sears or Montgomery Ward catalog was utilized as a substitute. 

 

Once enough residents along Courthouse Road signed up for 

service the power company made electricity available in the late 

30‘s, early 40‘s; the first ―appliance‖ bought was an ―ice‖ box.  A 

tabletop radio provided entertainment and news and had a special 

place in the dining room.  Telephone service wasn‘t installed until 

the mid 1940‘s.  Grandma had an eight-party line with her own 

specialized ring tone denoting a call for the Condrey household, on 

the one phone installed in the living room. 

 

Even the land has been re-purposed now as the 100-acre homestead, 

that Daddy bought and worked for a few years, was eventually sold 

and developed into the subdivision development of Smoketree.  The 

original location of the house is the entrance road; the barn and 

sheds are gone as is the pond, the ―bee‖ tree and the orchard.  Now, 

many families call this acreage home, not just the one that lived off 

the bounty it had to provide in the early 20th century. 

 

When Grandma and Papaw left the farm in 1955 for a ―modern‖ 

house on Reams Road, Grandma continued to have a garden, can 

vegetables, and make jelly.  She gave up the smoke house, 

chicken coop and butter churn, but used instead an electric stove 

as well as her wood stove to cook on, a refrigerator and freezer to 

supplement her canning pantry and a basement providing space 

to store those jars, bags and plastic containers readily available at 

the grocery store!  In all the time I knew her, she never learned to 

be wasteful or blasé about her shopping or food preparation.  I 

think of her every time I stuff another shopping bag in the pantry 

or stick another jelly jar in the cabinet, and especially when I 

finally throw one of those things in my overstuffed trash! 

  

 

Histories of Chesterfield Natives 

These histories of Chesterfield natives who found fame and fortune 

elsewhere were all found on the internet in various sources.  A 

brief edited quotation from each source is presented- editor 

 

History of Homoeopathy and Its Institutions in America.... by 

William Harvey King  – 1905 

Dr. Thomas Lafon was practicing homoeopathy in Newark, N. J. 

in 1847. He was born in Chesterfield county, Va., in 1802.  In 

1805 he entered the medical department of Transylvania 

University, graduating therefrom. Two years later he became 

interested in the American Board of Foreign Missions and 

volunteered to go as medical missionary to the Sandwich islands. 

For seven years he labored there both as doctor and spiritual 

teacher. At the end of that time the ill health of his wife, and the 

condition of his eyes, compelled his return to the United States. 

After a few months of rest he attended a course of lectures in the 

Philadelphia Medical College. In 1846 he opened an office in 

Paterson, N. J., and while there began to investigate the claims of 

homoeopathy. He soon became satisfied of its truth and openly 

avowed and adopted it.  Dr. Lafon introduced homoeopathy into 

Passaic county. In 1847 he removed to Newark where, despite 

most bitter opposition by the allopathic society, he built up a 

large practice.  Suddenly, while at the bedside of a patient, he 

was stricken with apoplexy and died on March 20, 1876.  
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Proceedings of the American Pharmaceutical Association at 

the Annual Meeting - 1886 

Ira W. Blunt, of Richmond, Va., died there June 25, 1886, at his 

residence, of pneumonia. The deceased was born in Chesterfield 

county, Va., February 5, 1832. At an early age he became 

connected with the drug house of Adie & Gray, where he 

remained till 1860.  In 1871 he again entered the drug business, 

and when Mr. M. S. Valentine introduced his meat juice, he 

accepted a position with him, which he held to the day of his 

death.  Few men were better known in Richmond than was Ira V. 

Blunt.  He was a devoted husband, a true man, and a faithful 

friend.  He was trusted implicitly, and repaid the confidence 

reposed in him by an unselfish devotion to his work, that had 

frequently to be checked by positive command.  He was open-

hearted and open-handed, was never so happy as when 

contributing to the pleasure or relieving the pain of others.  Mr. 

Blunt became a member of our Association in 1873, at the 

meeting held in the city of Richmond, Va. 

 

The History of Daviess County, Missouri - 1882  

E. J. Phillips was born in Chesterfield county, Virginia, May 18, 

1831. His parents, Edward and Elizabeth Phillips, were also 

natives of Virginia. The subject of our sketch learned the 

carpenter's trade when he was twenty-one years old, and was 

employed in that business for seven years; next worked as a 

millwright for a few years, then began farming, which has been 

his occupation ever since. In 1852 he came to Missouri and 

settled in Platte county, and in 1877 came to this county, and 

now owns a tine farm of 200 acres. Mr. Phillips was united in 

marriage, September 5, 1854, to Miss Eupha Beim. 

 

Alabama, Her History, Resources, War Record, and Public 

Men: From 1540 to 1872 - by Willis Brewer - 1872 

WILLIAM EDWARD CLARKE is a prominent citizen of 

Marengo. He was born in Chesterfield county, Virginia, in 1815. 

His father was a planter in good circumstances; his mother was a 

Miss Pegram, of a well known family there. The son finished his 

education and law course at William and Mary, and came to this 

county in 1837. For many years he was a successful practitioner 

at Dayton, and attained to a high rank in his profession. He was 

the partner at different times of Messrs. W. M. Byrd, W. M. 

Brooks, and G. G. Lyon. In 1846 he was elected district solicitor, 

an office he held several years. He contested the senatorial 

district of Greene and Marengo in 1855, but his party was in a 

minority and he was beaten. In 1861 he represented Marengo in 

the constitutional convention and voted for the secession 

ordinance. From '61 to '65 he was a member of the State senate. 

He is tall and rather spare, with very bright eyes and fair 

complexion. He is one of the most companionable of gentlemen, 

and is a power before a jury, possessed as he is of pith, fluency, 

tact, and honor. His wife was Miss Raincock of Virginia, and the 

eldest of his several sons is his law partner. 

 

History of Orange County, California: With Biographical 

Sketches of the ... by Samuel Armor - 1921 

RICHARD SPENCER GREGORY.—A careful student of real 

estate in all its phases, and of land and realty development, 

Richard Spencer Gregory, a native of the fine old commonwealth 

of Virginia, has become well and favorably known in the 

insurance and real estate fields of California, and has for some 

time been privileged to influence the trend of events making for a 

safer and sounder future, with more flourishing conditions, for 

Orange County. He was born in Chesterfield County on March 

30 of the eventful Centennial Year of 1876 the son of E. S. 

Gregory, a farmer and merchant, who remained faithful to the 

Confederacy, fought with the Confederate Army, and finally died 

with an honorable record of forty years as justice of the peace. 

Trained for the most part in the public schools of the locality, 

Richard Gregory reached California at the age of seventeen, in 

1893, and at the beginning located in Placentia, Orange County, 

coming to Fullerton as early as 1896. For four years he followed 

ranching, and then for another four years he engaged in the 

transfer business. When he sold out, he began his present 

business of realtor. With Messrs. Balcom, Fuller and Welton he 

purchased 100 acres just north of Chapman and east of Spadra, 

and subdivided a part as the Central subdivision of Fullerton, 

afterwards another addition, known as "Hill Crest," and the 

whole is now practically built up with beautiful homes. The new 

high school, which occupies twenty acres of the tract, is the pride 

of the people of northern Orange County. His residence on Hill 

Crest is one of the most attractive homes in the city. Mr. Gregory 

also laid out the following subdivisions to Fullerton: "Hermosa," 

"Jacaranda," "Ramona," "Orange Grove," "Wilshire," "Gregory," 

"Glenwood Square." as well as subdividing several ranches into 

smaller tracts. He has always engaged in citriculture, having 

improved several orange groves, and still owns a splendid 

orchard in the culture of which he takes much pleasure and pride. 

He has been very successful in all that he has undertaken, 

despite, or perhaps because, he was "self-made."  He is a director 

of the Home Mutual Building & Loan Association of Santa Ana, 

and a director of the Farmers & Merchants National Bank of 

Fullerton. Public-spirited and active in all the bond and war 

"drives," he is still a director of Orange County Y. M. C. A. 

work.  He belongs to the Fullerton Club and Newport Yacht 

Club, and fraternally he was made a Mason in Fullerton Lodge 

No. 339, F. & A. M.  Learn more about Richard and E. S. 

Gregory in the book  Gregory Families of Rockwood in our 

library - editor 

 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia and 

John Tyler Community College are Proud to Partner 

for the 2nd Annual Revisit: Our History, an Author 

and Speaker Symposium 
 

Explore our area's rich history with:  

Jon Kukla - "Mr. Jefferson's Women" 

William G. Clotworthy - America's First Ladies 

Southern Horizons - period musical selections and a 

history/demonstration of the banjo 

 

John Tyler Community College - Chester Campus 

Nicholas Student Center 

13101 Jefferson Davis Highway  

October 10, 2009       9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. 

Admission is free.   Coffee and pastries will be provided  

 

Exhibits: 

Kenneth Shiflett - Chesterfield County Coal Mine Artifacts 

Library of Virginia  

John Tyler students will provide living history   
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CHS e- newsletter 
Buddy Cranford has been putting this together for several months 

now, and I look forward to reading it every time Diane sends me 

one.  The newsletter is timely and full of information.  For those 

of you that have never seen it, I am reproducing the last one right 

here.  The e-newsletter is free to all members – just send Diane 

your e-mail address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Messenger 25 Years Ago 
This article appeared in October 1984 issue of The Messenger. 

The photos from the article could not be reproduced with quality.  

A 1933 photo of Magnolia Grange is used here.  Mrs. Cumming 

passed away in 1990 – editor 

 

“TheHousebytheSideoftheRoad”  
An Interview with Catharine Cogbill Cumming  

by Mary Ellen Howe 
Catharine Cogbill Cumming was born at Magnolia Grange on July 23, 

1904, and lived there until she married in 1935. Mrs. Cumming 

remembers: ―Magnolia Grange was my home for many years. The 

house was the center of social life in that part of Chesterfield County. 

Rich and poor alike were entertained there as my parents (Philip 

Valentine Cogbill, known as Mr. Phil, and Julianna Trueheart known 

as Miss Julia) loved all people.  It was a great gathering place.  

 

Life at the House  

―There was always a large family group for Sunday dinner (which 

was a big affair). Brunswick stew was usually the first course 

followed by a roast or baked chicken, vegetables in season such as 

corn and butterbeans in the summer, and always home-made 

bread. Dessert was frequently ambrosia, pound cake, or Blanc 

Mange.  In the summertime, we had peach or strawberry ice cream 

that had just been made in the backyard. At Christmas and on 

holidays, Mother served her wine jelly with baked country ham or 

turkey. Oysters were always a part of the meal at Christmas.  

 

―The County operated 

a clinic for its crippled 

children and 

handicapped people. 

Miss Spivey, the 

County nurse, and I 

arranged for a 

Christmas party to be 

held at Magnolia 

Grange for the clinic. 

About forty handicapped people, both black and white, old and 

young were there. The house was decorated with a huge 

Christmas tree and lit with candles. The large ballroom doors of 

the living room were opened and a choir sang. Presents were 

given to each person. It was a beautiful affair and everyone had a 

wonderful time. I remember an older hunchbacked woman 

saying to me with misty eyes, ‗This is the first time I have been 

in a real home for Christmas.‘  

 

―During the Civil War, Grandmother (Lucy Catherine Winfree 

Cogbill) helped the troops whenever she could with food and 

shelter. One soldier in gratitude gave my father (young Philip 

Cogbill) his cap. Needless to say it was my father‘s pride and 

joy. However, on the day of evacuation when the starving and 

ragged confederate troops came through, Grandmother took the 

cap and gave it to a soldier who had lost his own cap. (My father 

later related to me that he was utterly crushed!)  

 

The Beattie Trial  

―When the judges of the circuit court came to Chesterfield, they 

stayed at Magnolia Grange. I can remember Judge Robert Goode 

Southall from Amelia and Judge Walter Watson. Judge Watson 
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stayed with us during the famous murder trial of Henry Beattie, 

who was convicted of murdering his young wife and put to death 

in the electric chair. Henry Beattie was held without bond in the 

Old Jail, and Miss Julia in her compassion sent meals over to him 

every day saying, ‗He could have been one of my boys.‘ The 

mother of Beattie‘s slain wife was a surprise witness. I remember 

a taxi (which was an unfamiliar thing in those days)  pulling up 

to Magnolia Grange and bringing Mrs. Owen. She was a small 

lady. Mother served her tea and comforted her until it was time 

to go to the Courthouse. They drove her up to the door, and she 

swept into the courtroom in her long black mourning clothes. It 

was the only time during the whole trial that Beattie showed any 

emotion at all. He ducked his head and appeared visibly shaken.  

 

―Ladies were not allowed to cross the road (Route 10) during the 

trial because it involved Mr. Beattie‘s affair with his actress girl 

friend. She stayed at the Courthouse Hotel under guard. National 

reporters rented rooms there where they could send off quick 

telegrams. The hotel had twenty-two rooms and was located 

where the new courthouse is now—on the corner of Route 10 

and Beach Road. The night the verdict was brought in, Mother 

let me stay up (which was most unusual!) and about 10 p.m. she 

said, ‗Let‘s walk to the road and see if we can hear anything.‘ 

The courthouse green was filled to capacity with people.  After it 

was all over (about 11 p.m.), Judge Watson came back to the 

house. He was very upset because of the youth of Beattie and the 

large amount of circumstantial evidence in the case, and he 

walked the floor for a long time. Liquor was kept in our house 

for ‗medicinal purposes‘ and the only time I ever saw it served 

was that night.  Father poured a drink for Judge Watson to try 

and get him calmed down. 

  

Description of the House  

―I remember my grandmother telling me about the front of the 

house. A large circle of boxwoods was between the house and 

the road.  A path from the front door to the road cut it in half. 

Within the two large semi circles formed on either side of the 

path were Magnolia trees and flowers. The house, originally 

known as Cold Water Run, was then called Magnolia Grange. 

The trees were later cut down by a Mr. Duval.   

 

―On the east side of the house, my mother had a flower garden of 

cultivated purple violets and roses. At the back of the house, on the 

east side, was a large orchard of apple, peach, damson, plum, pear, 

and cherry trees. A smoke house stood about fifty feet back from 

the rear door of the house. It had a dirt floor with a brick enclosure 

in the center for the slow fire of hickory wood that cured the hams. 

West of the smoke house was the wood house that contained an 

extra bedroom. The barn was located west of the wood house. It 

had a huge loft where we kept the hay raised on the land to feed 

our horses. The horses and cows were kept in a large fenced area 

that extended to Beach Road. Siliker Pond was once a part of the 

farm. An ice house, which was not used during my lifetime, was 

located behind the smoke house about 300 yards from the house. 

We bought our ice (about 300 to 400 pounds at a time) from 

Petersburg. It was sent by train, and we picked it up at Centralia in 

a horse and buggy and kept it in a large ice box at the house.  

 

―The basement in the house was always there, and I believe it to 

be original. The door leading to the basement matches the other 

original doors in the house. We kept potatoes, sweet potatoes, 

preserves, canned goods and hanging red peppers there. 

Tomatoes were also put there at the end of the summer to ripen. 

The basement was enlarged when the furnace was put in 

probably in the early 1920‘s.  

  

―The original kitchen was brick and in the back yard. It was torn 

down and Marcus Cogbill put a two story wooden addition onto 

the back of the house. It contained a large kitchen with two 

pantries and two rooms and a bathroom upstairs. It was 

connected to the main house by a portico and was torn down in 

1969. The master bedroom was located on the west side of the 

house in the rear room. The front room (of that side of the house) 

with its side door was used as a library and furnished with a desk, 

two book cases, and comfortable chairs.  

 

―The first three telephones in Chesterfield County were located at the 

Clerk‘s office in the Courthouse, at Magnolia Grange, and at Dr. John 

Ragland‘s house in Centralia. Many nights Father would be awakened 

by people who needed to call the doctor for an emergency. I was very 

young, and I remember standing in a chair to reach that wall phone. It 

was located in the front hail on the left wall (as you face the 

Courthouse) by the door. Dr. Ragland traveled long distances in a 

horse and buggy to treat the people of Chesterfield County, and he 

would frequently stop at Magnolia Grange to call his office. He would 

often borrow a fresh horse and leave his horse with us for a rest. If 

anyone got sick at the Courthouse while County functions were going 

on (such as the Fair, etc.) and needed attention, they were brought to 

our house. Everyone was welcome, and Magnolia Grange could truly 

be called ‗the house by the side of the road.‘ ‖ 
 

The Search for Chestnut Grove 
Rachel Lipowicz and Pattie Grady 

 

Over the years the Society has heard from many people 

wondering about the location of Chestnut Grove, homeplace of 

John Bolling III & Mary Jefferson Bolling.  Mary was the sister 

of Thomas Jefferson, third President of the United States.  

Thomas and Mary‘s father Peter once lived in Chesterfield 

County.  Reference to this home may be found in the letters of 

Thomas Jefferson as well as in the diary of William Bolling, 

nephew of John and Mary Bolling.  In addition, the obituary of 

Mary Jefferson Bolling states that she died at Chestnut Grove.  

However, even now, the name ―Chestnut Grove‖ has yet to be 

found in a deed.  Our research provides new insights into its 

possible location, and suggests that the site may be the same as a 

well known Chesterfield County historic property.  

 

There is a file on Chestnut Grove in the Society library.  In it we 

found that the location had been sought during the 1980s.  Three 

suggestions were given to help locate the home.  The first 

suggestion was that Chestnut Grove was located on ―Swift 

Creek, on the road that goes through Ettrick, about 3 miles from 

Petersburg and at present is the property of the heirs of the late 

Wilmer Robertson.‖  The Robertsons were connected to the 

Bolling family, but John & Mary had no property from them.  

We considered this site ruled out.  The second location offered 

up was ―exactly 3 miles west of Chesterfield Courthouse.‖  It 

was  found that John Bolling II (of Cobbs) owned a large tract of 

land in this area, now Pocahontas State Park.  However, he 

owned the tract with several other men and no evidence could be 
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found that this land passed on to his son, John III.  In fact, he and 

the co-owners sold the land to the Fergusson, Farmer and other 

families who continued to live in the area even into the late 

1800s.  So we considered this location to be ruled out, too.  The 

third suggestion was to try the tax books.  During the time period 

in question (the late 1700s) descriptions of properties were not 

given in these books.  So the suggestion was of little use. 

  

We began our search at the County Court House.  The deeds 

found there reveal that between 1771 and 1799 John Bolling III 

purchased several tracts of land on Proctors Creek.  The exact 

acreage isn‘t known because in the first deed the acreage isn‘t 

given.  But the next deed involved over 650 acres, including all 

the houses, barns, orchards, etc.  And it was during these years 

Thomas Jefferson wrote to his sister stating his disappointment 

that she would not be moving to Licking Hole Plantation in 

Goochland County and was instead set at Chestnut Grove
1
.   

 

A diary kept by William Bolling provided more clues
2
.  William 

Bolling, nephew to John III, wrote of his visits to Chestnut Grove 

to see his Aunt Tazewell.  He made frequent visits to Chestnut 

Grove and Mt. Blanco from his home at Cobbs, suggesting 

proximity of these sites.  

 

In 1790 John and Mary Bolling sold 200+ acres of land on 

Proctor‘s Creek to Thomas LaFon
3
.  These lands adjoined the 

Bollings lands on at least one side.  In 1800, John Bolling III 

died and by his will loaned his Chesterfield lands to his wife and 

bequeathed the lands, at her death, to their son Archibald 

Bolling
4
.  Since none of John‘s land is described in his will, we 

can only assume that these are the same lands on Proctor‘s 

Creek.  In 1803, Archibald Bolling began to sell the remaining 

lands and in July sold the final 100 acre tract to Thomas LaFon
5
.  

On December 28, 1803, the Richmond Argus reported the death 

of Mrs. Mary Bolling, relict of John Bolling, Esq., at Chestnut 

Grove, Chesterfield County, age 63 years
6
. 

 

A plat of the estate lands of Thomas LaFon, deceased, was 

located in a chancery suit
7
.  This land contains just over 421 

acres and appears to be the same land sold Lafon by Archibald 

Bolling in 1803.  On the dower portion of the plat (that land 

allotted by law to the widow of a land holder) is a small house.  

Pattie spent many hours searching the adjoining land owners and 

found that they were consistent with the surrounding land owners 

in the previous Bolling deeds. 

 

Thomas LaFon is connected to a site that is in the proximity of 

the location suggested by our research.  In his description of 

Hedgelawn
8
, Jeffrey O‘Dell stated that Thomas LaFon was the 

earliest known owner of the property.  LaFon organized the 

Salem Baptist Church in 1802 with 117 charter members.  He 

was Salem‘s first preacher and continued there until his death in 

1816.  O‘Dell traced the chain of title from the present owners of 

Hedgelawn back to LaFon.  In his description of the house, 

which he dates at about 

1837, he claims that 

there is some evidence 

within the present home 

of an earlier structure, 

possibly 18th century, 

surrounding a central 

chimney.  He felt that 

the structure may have 

been a kitchen, but it 

was not accessible to view at that time. 

 

It is possible that the site of Chestnut Grove may be the same as 

that of Hedgelawn, known earlier as Bleak Hall, one of 

Chesterfield‘s oldest historic properties, and that the early 

structure mentioned by O‘Dell may be a remnant of the house at 

Chestnut Grove.  Hedgelawn is still standing today.  Further 

research will be needed to confirm our findings. 

 

1.  Thomas Jefferson to Mary Bolling, Paris, July 23, 1787  ―I 

suppose you are now set for life at Chestnut Grove‖ & Thomas 

Jefferson to daughter, Maria Jefferson Eppes, Phila. Jan 7, 1798.  

Expresses concern over the situation at Chestnut Grove. 

2.  Diary of William Bolling (Virginia Historical Society) Nov 26, 

1794 ―in the evening I went to Chestnut Grove, stayed all night‖ & 

Dec 7, 1794, ―I went to Chestnut Grove to see my Aunt Tazewell.‖ 

3. Chesterfield County, VA Deed Book 12 p. 461 

4. Chesterfield County, VA Will Book 5 p. 291 

5. Chesterfield County, VA Deed Book 16 p.349 

6. Richmond Argus, 28 Dec, 1803 p. 3 

7. Plat from Chancery Suit:  Hatcher vs. Adm. of Thomas LaFon, 

#1819-018, Library of Virginia 

8. Jeffrey M. O‘Dell, Chesterfield Historic Sites and Structures, p. 208  

9.  Photo of Hedgelawn taken by Jeffrey O‘Dell. 

 

A brief genealogy of the Bollings mentioned in this article.  This is not 

meant to be comprehensive and not all children are included here. 

John Bolling II, of Cobbs m.  Elizabeth Blair 

Their children:   

Thomas Bolling, of Cobbs m. Elizabeth Gay  (parents of William 

Bolling of Bolling Hall, Goochland County and Elizabeth 

Bolling Robertson of Chesterfield County) 

John Bolling III  m. Mary Jefferson  their son Archibald Bolling 

inherited John‘s Chesterfield lands. 

Sarah Bolling m. John Tazewell of Williamsburg (William 

Bolling refers to her as Aunt Tazewell in his diary). 
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HELP US GET SPONSORS!
 
The Society‘s major fundraiser each year is the Golf Classic.  The County budget cuts have made fundraising 

more important than ever.  How can you help?   How about asking someone to be a sponsor?  It could be your 

dentist, your real estate agent, or anyone you do business with.  They know you – and value your business.  And 

the Society is well known and serves the entire County with popular programs.  Just try it!  All the information 

you need is right on this form.  
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