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Summer Membership Meeting &  

Ice Cream Social  Sunday, July 27th, 2 pm 
Historic Trinity Church    

Discover the Treasures in our Research 
Library 

Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Library Committee 
 
Have you ever wondered if we have a map of Chesterfield 

with the names of every homeowner, grist mill, country store 
and church from the 1880s? Or a photo of the Bright Hope 
Railway which brought coal from the Clover Hill mines to the 
James River at Bermuda Hundred around that same time?  Do 
you know if your family history might already be published? Or 
how our Cemetery Committee has managed to record 
thousands of grave markers throughout the county?  Have you 
ever been curious about all the treasures stored in our library?  
If so, then please join us for the annual Summer Membership 
Meeting and Ice Cream Social scheduled on Sunday, July 27

th
 

from 2-4pm at Historic Trinity Church, located on the corner of 
Iron Bridge Road and Krause Road. Historic Trinity Church has 
served as our Society head office and research library for a year, 
though it seems as if we moved from Castlewood just a few 
short months ago. How time flies! 

During our Summer Meeting, the slate of officers to serve 
on the 2014-2015 Board of Directors will be presented for a 
membership vote, and newly appointed Directors will be sworn 
in.  After completing the business part of our annual meeting, 
we invite you to enjoy an ice cream social and to explore the 
library, chat with volunteers from several committees who’ll be 
delighted to share the wealth of information available to 
researchers interested in our county’s unique past.  Founded by 
Lucille Cheatham Moseley in 1982, the Chesterfield Historical 
Society of VA research library currently contains around 18,000 
items, most donated by local residents. In addition to books, the 

collection includes manuscripts, maps, periodicals, scrapbooks, 
census records, oral histories, title deed abstracts, family history 
files and vertical files (news articles, brochures and flyers on 
people, places and events in Chesterfield County) as well as 
videos, CDs and DVDs. 

We have collected a valuable Rare Books section which 
includes publications dating back to the mid-1800s. In addition, 
our unique Picture Collection spans the entire era of 
photography from tin types to digital. And, yes, we do have an 
1877 photo of the Bright Hope Railway that once steamed its 
way through what is today Pocahontas State Park!  The library’s 
Chesterfield Veterans Database is an on-going project which lists 
over 4,000 individuals from every conflict since 1611, from the 
Colonial period thru to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
Located within the library in Historic Trinity Church, our 
Cemetery Committee maintains a collection of more than 500 
folders containing irreplaceable family research, property plats, 

obituaries, burials and inscriptions.  This extensive cemetery 
collection includes 8,000 digital photos of grave markers 
throughout Chesterfield County that have been entered on the 
library computer. In addition, the committee has published two 
books:  Gone but Not Forgotten (1998), and Gravestone 
Inscriptions and Burials in the Churchyards of Chesterfield 
County (2010). As suburbia spreads through the county, working 
to record and preserve all burial sites continues to be the unique 
mission of our Cemetery Committee.  All of these “treasures” in 
our research library belong to you, the members of our society.  
Please come and explore this trove of information and chat with 
our volunteers who will be happy to answer your questions. Join 
us for the Summer Member Meeting on July 27th! 
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News From the Executive Director  
 
Thank you all so very much for the honor of being the Executive Director of 
CHSV.  I was hired by the Board of Directors on March 24, 2014.  My 
responsibilities involve the operation and general management of CHSV 
activities and services under the general direction of the Board of 
Directors.  In all aspects of my job I represent the Historical Society 
promoting our mission to collect, preserve, interpret, and promote the 
county’s past for the education and enjoyment of present and future 
generations. 
 
Recently I met with Rachel Kelly, the new executive director of Lifelong 
Learning Institute in Chesterfield.  LLI offers educational and social 
opportunities to adults age 50 and “better.”   Rachel has offered the 
Historical Society the opportunity to present four classes this fall on 
Chesterfield County history.  The Historical Society has in turn given 
several of our publications to be part of the reference section of their 
library.  Watch for Chesterfield County history coming to LLI this fall. 
 
There are many other projects in progress here at CHSV.  The County 
Museum has a new Saturday employee, stop by on Saturdays and 
welcome Katie.  It’s not too late to enjoy “African-American Schools during 
the Segregated Era” exhibit at the Museum and we are all looking forward 
to the genealogy exhibit that is currently in the planning stages.  Grant 
writing is in our future for Point of Rocks and Magnolia Grange.  Bryan 
Truzzie will be running his camps at Trinity this summer in our new multi-
purpose room.  Planters Day was a wonderful first-time event and we are 
gearing up for the October Spirit Walk.  The 8th Annual Golf Classic will 
soon be upon us and will no doubt be a spectacular event as always.  The 
Winter Lecture Series is in the planning stages and it’s looking to be an 
exciting event to chase away those winter doldrums.  Your Historical 
Society is doing great things.   I’m excited and challenged to be a part of 
this organization and encourage you to join me as attendees or volunteers 
at CHSV events. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Debra Herbst, Executive Director 
 
 
 
From the editor: 
 
You, too can contribute to The Messenger.  Just submit your story by email 
to me at Lipowicz1@verizon.net.  Send it by Sept  15th to get it into the 
October issue. 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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The Great Day  April 12, 2014 
Winterpock Day at the Pleasant View School 

Sarah Jackson-Gregory 
In the early 1900’s, there was a one-room schoolhouse on the 
grounds where the Pleasant View School (18431 River Road) 
stands today. In 1924, land was purchased from Peter J. Lee for 
$30.00 per acre, a sum of $60.00 for two acres, to construct the 
new school. Chesterfield County donated the lumber. Mr. Arthur 
Hembrick, Mr. Otterway Hembrick, Mr. James Hembrick, and Mr. 
Thomas Malone were the carpenters that built the school which 
served the students and their teachers Mary Crawley Brown and 
Gertrude Finn from 1930-1947.   
 Community members maintained the school and 
property until 1998 when the school was sold and repurchased.  
The Community Center has been a vital asset to the community. 
Many activities and meetings took place at the center. There 
were 4-H club, home demonstration club, and agricultural club 
meetings, King David Lodge, Masonic Lodge, Sunday Church and 
mid-week prayer meetings. The hunt club, baseball club and old 
car club also met there. The community members played Bingo 
and had bake sales to pay the electric bills.  
Historic Winterpock Day was a great day for the Pleasant View 
Community. Many of the old students, community members, 
families, friends, and guests visited the old Pleasant View School 
and Community Center.  It was like a family reunion and 
homecoming. We rejoiced and reminisced about the good old 
days when the community center was being used. The reopening 
was great. Young children listened, smiled, and laughed when 
hearing the 70-, 80-, and 90-year olds talk about their teachers 
and days in the one-room schoolhouse. Many historical displays 
were on loan from Bernard and Charlene Anderson, Florence 
Malone Smith, Floyd H. Harris, former trustee appointed by 
Judge Gates, other trustees, Jerry Mosley and Milton Finn, and 
Floyd T. Harris, Pat Roble, and Sarah Gregory. John L. Hembrick 
and John D. Evans, our DJ’s, rendered great old church music and 
the classics of the time. We had a great time. 
Thank you everyone, the committee, volunteers, families, and 
guests for your participation. 
 
Floyd Harris, Sr., Annette Clanton, Sarah Jackson Gregory, 
Chairperson,   Edmonia Harris,  Ester Harris,  Pleasant View 
School, Winterpock, VA, Floyd Harris, Jr.,  Mary Jones, 
Lawrence Crawley, Norman Jackson,  Florence Malone Smith, 
Ruffin S. Gregory, Jr., Charlene Anderson, Shawnda Gregory, 
Bernard Anderson,  Selicia Allen, John L. Hembrick - DJ, Renecia 
Allen. John D. Evans – DJ,  Girl Scout Troop 980,  Chesterfield 4-H
  
Women of Chesterfield County - part 5   Pocahontas 

as a Child 
Patricia Watts 

When Pocahontas became known to the English, she 
was approximately 8 years old – still a child.  It was at that time 
that Captain John Smith, an adventurer, had been robbing Native 
Indian Villages to feed himself and the colonists.  When Chief 
Powhatan became aware of this theft, it was not understood by 
the Chief, who had never experienced this lawlessness.  So in 
response, Chief Powhatan sent food to the colonists.  Logically, 
the Native Americans did not want to be viewed as a warring 
band, so when they delivered food to the colonists and it was 
their custom to put a child in the front of the band, not warriors, 
which they believed would show their good intentions.  (This was 
especially important when there was a language barrier.)  No one 
better could show peaceful intention than the beloved daughter 
of the Chief - Pocahontas.  Chief Powhatan shared and delivered 
food to the colonists many times, even in the English histories it 
is so recorded.  And because of this, Pocahontas became very 
well known to the English settlers.  The Native Americans also 
taught the English how to grow corn and other foods along with 
tobacco.  Tobacco was used by the Native American’s only in 
their religious ceremonies or important meetings and women, as 
well as men partook, but it was not for daily usage.  Without the 

assistance of the Native Americans delivering food and assisting 
the colonists with growing food, identifying edible plants and 
medicinal herbs, the English settlers would probably have all 
died.   

While on trips to deliver food, Pocahontas played with 
the other children while the adults held meetings.  Yes, she was 
naked during the summer according to their custom.  So the 
English felt the Native Americans were savages for this reason as 
well as - they allowed their squaws to be bare-breasted and their 
religion was not that of the English.   

Because the Native Americans had bad experiences with 
the Spanish in centuries past, Chief Powhatan had a sound 
reason for wanting to befriend the English.  In the sacred history 
of the Mattaponi was written this historical encounter – one of 
sickness and death at the hands of the Spaniards.  The sickness 
the Spaniards brought with them was unknown in the new world 
and since there was no natural resistance to it, the Native 
Americans were prey to it.  The Spanish also pillaged and 
plundered the Native Americans who sought gold.  The Spanish 
possessed guns the Natives called ‘thunder sticks’ so they were 
feared. The English also brought these thunder sticks with them 
therefore Powhatan thought it was in their best interest to make 
allies of the English colonists. When Captain John Smith stole 
food and was captured in the woods outside a Native Indian 
Village, he was brought to Chief Powhatan.  The Chief got to 
know Captain Smith and made friends with him.  As an 
appeasement for and to make another ally, the Chief made 
Captain Smith the Werowance or leader of the English tribe 
among the Powhatan.  The Chief viewed this as a critical move 
since Captain John Smith wove a story in which he told the Chief 
that he and the English settlers had been attacked by the Spanish 
and were hiding from them.  So because of their previous 
experience with the Spanish, the Chief trusted what Captain 
Smith said and viewed a peaceful alliance with the English 
settlers to be the best for all concerned. 

The English had also feared the Spanish and used this as 
common ground to make promises to the Native Americans.  But 
the English had a motive beyond the fear of the Spanish - the 
promise of land and wealth by establishing a colony.  It mattered 
not that the land was inhabited and owned by the Powhatan, the 
Crown claimed ownership by right of discovery.  But they had a 
ticking clock inside them where they had to survive in this 
unknown environment as well as turn a profit for the London 
Company of VA and its investors. What with the harsh winters, 
hot summers, lack of food, difficulty of clearing large portions of 
land for food and cash crops, the English became desperate and 
coveted the fertile, cleared lands of the Powhatan tribes for their 
own.  Therefore they killed many Native American peoples just 
for their land.

1[1]
   

 
 Women of Chesterfield County - part 6  Hard Times Upon 
Arrival 
  
In 1607, after arriving from England on the Susan Constant (aka 
Sarah),

2[1]
 Christopher Newport and his men had scoped out this 

land located in what is now called Chesterfield County as a 
location for the first settlement in the new world.  Instead they 
chose Jamestown but because of the swampy land, mosquito 
and bug infestation, most of the colonists were plagued by 
sickness and starvation because the land proved unproductive 
for farming, as they knew it.  These sicknesses were new to the 
settlers killing the majority of them.  Those who were left sought 
the land previously explored - Chesterfield County – to establish 

                                                 
1[1]

 The True Story of Pocahontas – The Other Side of the Story , 
Dr. Linwood “Little Bear” Custalow and Angela L. Daniel – Silver 
Star” 
2[1] Adventures of Purse and Person – Virginia 1607-1624-5, 

Meyer & Dorman, Order of First Families in Virginia, 1987, p. 580. 
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their second settlement.  Many explorers brought along their 
wives and children to this new world.  Many women, who are 
now nameless to history, died on the long voyage over, fell to 
sickness here, or were killed by Native Americans, as evidenced 
on the ships manifests and historical records.  Theirs was 
definitely not an easy life - but surely an uncertain life - having 
traveled to a new, unknown land where new crops grew, new 
fish and fowl inhabited the streams and lands and even the 
edible vegetation was strange to them.  Their entire way of life 
had changed.  Women who were the tenders of household 
gardens and the main preparers of food had new meat, foul, fish, 
crops and herbs with which to learn to cook all over again.  They 
had to learn many household skills anew without the benefit of 
family and friends nearby for support, comfort and assistance.   

Women and men had little time to socialize and build 
friendships – their lives were dependent upon the sweat of their 
brow.  Few ‘whites’ were in this land, none of the benefits of the 
towns, such as stores to purchase food, clothing, housing, tools 
and furniture, were available.  In this new world their lives had 
totally changed.  Ingredients the English women had previously 
cooked with were not always available here.  The clothing they 
purchased in England was only available, if ordered and paid for 
in advance by dispatch to England on the next ship.  Their 
commerce system took about one year to distribute needed 
goods (difficult to account for the needs of the family and the 
growth of children for clothing and shoes a year ahead – if you 
had money or goods with which to barter.)  And if you were one 
of the lucky ones, if the weather cooperated and grew the seeds 
you brought along with you, you were a bit better off.  If you had 
a lazy or not-so-handy husband, you and your children suffered 
more and were truly at his mercy.  Remember, it was some of the 
middle class tradesmen, who had only one skill – glass blowing or 
chimney sweeps for example and not necessarily something that 
was useful in the new colony.  Not all knew how to build a home, 
hunt, grow, forage or fish for their families subsistence.  They 
also had to find ways to make money for their debt holder.  The 
wives had many  important roles – child bearer, cook, nurse, 
housekeeper, farmer, seamstress, gardener, fire starter, and a 
partner in the building of the new home and of clearing the new 
fields.  In England most of these things were done for them.  
When the decision was made to move to the new land, many 
wives had no choice in the matter – they had to follow their 
husbands.  Theirs was a very difficult life at best – if they 
survived.  Child birthing was alone or perhaps with a husband 
that had not an idea of what to do because in England they were 
served by the midwives.  Once a baby was born the mother 
immediately went back to the farming, cleaning house, making 
and mending clothing, cooking meals and taking care of her 
family as best she could.   

Firsts on their list of needs were basics – food, shelter 
and safety – musts for survival.  They didn’t have homes awaiting 
them with a pot of food cooking on the hearth at their arrival –
they had only the tools and pots which they brought with them; 
they didn’t have a full-pantry from which to cook; and they didn’t 
even have a place to go to the bathroom awaiting them.  The one 
thing they did have was the forested lands and streams which 
could be used to find food and provide the wood and stone 
needed to build a home – but these were the lands owned by the 
Native Americans.  All of this took time and time was of the 
essence to ensure survival.  In some instances the Native 
Americans helped the new settlers understand how to build a 
home against the elements, hunt, forage, and fish.  There was no 
glass for windows, if you had the money it was ordered from 
England, there was no furniture – it had to be hand hewn, and 
there were no beds - only the bare ground on which to place 
your bedding.  There were no known spices or herbs growing to 
season this strange food.  They ate what they could and hoped 
for a good crop to see them through the winter.  And hopefully, 
the ship that brought you to this new world wasn’t lost at sea or 
didn’t ship wreck but brought you here at the right season so you 
could clear some land, erect a home and plant and harvest a 

good crop before the winter set in.  If this was your life you were 
indeed blessed.   

A Chesterfield County woman’s ancestors had a very 
difficult life in this Country of the Apomatica, but despite all of 
their hardships and problems a handful of the hardy remained 
and provided a heritage in the new colony.  They had grit, 
determination, strength of character and possessed true 
entrepreneurial spirits.  It is from this stock which the women of 
Chesterfield County come.   

 

Chesterfield's Greatest Generation 
Veterans Data Base, Sesquicentennial Series 

D. Michael Thomas 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee  once remarked of the men in 
his famed Army of Northern Virginia, "There were never such 
men in an Army before. They will go anywhere and do 
anything..." Later  he stated, "...their courage in battle entitles 
them to rank with the soldiers of any army and of any time." 
Chesterfield's soldiers were a part of this army and contributed 
to its fame, success and admiration from foes and nations across 
the world. Her men answered Virginia's call to duty in 1861 
leaving a legacy of honor, courage and faithful service in the 
brutal years of the War Between the States.  
 
Chesterfieldians were in nearly every major battle and many of 
the smaller ones in the east. Few counties across the South 
provided as many men (about 2,000) or as many generals (4) as 
Chesterfield. They were prominent at Drewry's Bluff, 2nd 
Manassas, Chancellorsville,  The Battle of the Crater and 
elsewhere. About 300 of them were in Pickett's Charge at 
Gettysburg and in the final year, numerous Chesterfield units 
were part of Mahone's  famed strike force protecting Petersburg 
and the Southside Railroad.  Many fought in defense of their 
home county during the Bermuda Hundred Campaign. Most of 
those in the cavalry, participants of dozens of skirmishes and 
major battles, were in Jubal Early's 1864 Shenandoah Valley 
campaign that threatened Washington, D.C.  
 
Analysis of statistics gleaned from the Veteran Data Base, 
constructed and maintained by volunteers of the Chesterfield 
Historical Society of Virginia, provides  incontestable evidence of 
the various challenges and ordeals facing Chesterfield's soldiers 
during the war. Of the 300 known deaths, 152 died from 
battlefield wounds or their complications. Another 147 died of 
disease and 1 was killed in a training accident.  Some 380 soldiers 
are known to have been hospitalized for battlefield wounds , 449 
were taken prisoner, and nearly 800 were hospitalized for 
disease at one time or another.  About 1,600 of those in service 
are thought to have served in combat.  The balance served in 
non-combat roles or were discharged for various reasons, 
especially in 1861-1862, prior to experiencing battle. 
 
The county's civilians contributed nearly as much on the Home 
Front. They worked at Bellona Foundry and Tredegar Iron Works 
producing cannon and other implements of war for the 
Confederacy while others used their skills in the navy yard. These 
and other industries across the area were powered by the coal 
provided by the miners of Midlothian's coal mines. Employees of 
the textile factories in Ettrick and Matoaca produced fabric for 
the Confederacy. From one end of the county to the other, 
Chesterfield's citizens worked diligently in support of their 
beloved  Old Dominion.   
 
The efforts and contributions by civilians, mostly old men, 
women, children and blacks, was simply phenomenal  and on a 
par with the excellence achieved by her soldiers.  Many hospitals 
were opened within Chesterfield's borders, residents took  
refugees and the overflow from hospitals into their homes, 
citizens donated scarce food to the army and the hospitals, 
women volunteered  as hospital nurses, and the county ensured 
indigent families of Confederate soldiers received basic 
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sustenance.   Some of the old men and young boys, as members  
of the Home Guard, saw combat at Petersburg where several 
were wounded and over 40  were taken prisoner. A dozen of 
these men later perished from disease while languishing  in 
Union POW facilities. All segments of Chesterfield's society, 
regardless of age, gender, color or social status, contributed to 
the war effort and none was immune to the trials it brought.  
For 11 months (May 1864-April 1865) Chesterfield was ground 
zero. With Union forces threatening from the Bermuda Hundred 
and massive battles fought to her north and south at  Richmond 
and Petersburg, Chesterfield's civilian citizens continued 
undaunted. Their courage and perseverance under such dire 
circumstances has yet to be fully recognized and appreciated.  
With war's end, Chesterfield's soldiers returned home in time for 
spring planting. They brought with them zeal, vigor, focus, and an 
appetite for life's wonderful offerings in a time of peace. These 
attributes were sorely needed for the rebuilding challenges 
facing Chesterfield in 1865 because there simply was no time for 
anything else. Joining with their families and neighbors in a 
dedicated and united effort, they succeeded handsomely thereby 
adding more laurels to their legacy. 

 

Lumbering in Chesterfield County 
Jerry Rudd 

 
Lumbering has been a part of Chesterfield’s history since 
settlement started. Chesterfield’s woodlands and sawmills have 
supplied building products for both the county and state for 
decades.  In 1610-11, a sawmill was built on Lord’s Island in the 
James River. Oak, hickory and walnut were cut into planking and 
floated to Jamestown for use or shipment to England. The mill 
was continually harassed by Indians and in 1611, after five 
workers were killed, settlers constructed Fort DeLaWare (West 
Fort), which was abandoned shortly thereafter. It is thought that 
the island was either a Powhatan Indian camp or that there was 
one nearby. The island was in the area of the present day 
Richmond City sewage plant. In 1890 it became part of the 
mainland and is noted on the 1899 map of Richmond as 
“Archer’s Inlet.” Today it has been largely destroyed by sand and 
gravel operations.  Another sawmill was built in 1610 below the 
falls of the Appomattox River, also named Lord’s Island. The 
planks and logs were floated to Jamestown. This operation was 
led by Captains Brewster and Yardley.  Data from 1678 shows a 
sawmill on Swift Creek in the Lakeview area. 
 
In 1709, William Byrd II built a sawmill along with a tannery near 
the mouth of Falling Creek. The mill produced ship planking and 
pine tar. The mill won a wager for Byrd, processing 1000 feet of 
lumber in six hours. In 1710, it produced the walnut planking for 
Byrd’s son, Parker’s, coffin.  After the Civil War, a boom in 
lumbering occurred in Central Virginia. Large amounts of lumber 
were shipped to the North. In 1860, there were 10 sawmills 
employing 58 persons in Chesterfield. One of the larger contracts 
was in 1880 when Howard Spears of New York dealt with N. B. 
Perdue, Jim Taylor and J. B. Williams for first grade pine lumber. 
Most of this was cut in what is now Pocahontas State Park. The 
lumber was to be shipped via Bright Hope Railroad to George 
Robinson in Chester for grading. Any inferior wood was 
forwarded to Henry Havens in New York. The timber was to be 
felled and split between 15 October and 10 May 1880. Before the 
contract ended, over 25 persons were involved.  From 1880 to 
1910, Old Dominion Nail Company operated a cooperage turning 
out barrels and kegs on Licking Creek off Belmont Road. Other 
stave mills operated until the early 1950s.  In 1910, Martin 
Brothers, W.W. Baker built a sawmill, tannery and a mill for 
grinding sumac in Hallsboro. Baker also traded as Hallsboro 
Manufacturing, to produce excelsior. At this time, records show 9 
sawmills throughout the county, while in 1928, 10 sawmills are 
shown, with one being owned by a woman, Mrs. F.P. Davis of 
Hallsboro. 

After World War II, there again was a demand and in 1954, 22 
mills and companies depended on lumber from the Richmond-
Chesterfield area. Today there are still tracts owned by timber 
companies; county records show only one sawmill still extant, 
Conner Industries. 
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Castlewood Receives a Facelift 

Diane Dallmeyer 
Castlewood is undergoing renovation, externally. Paint that 
contained lead and window glazing that involved asbestos is 
being removed. The original color of the house was ascertained, 
with a buttery yellow being the color of the wood and a forest 
green for the shutters. These colors will be reproduced and the 
exterior of the house is already taking on a warm, buttery hue.
  Much work has been completed and more will be done, 
including stabilizing the chimneys and repointing brickwork as 
well as a porch re-do and a small porch built over the back 
(cellar) door. Depending on how the money holds out, interior 
restoration work may follow. Castlewood was built ca. 1817-1819 
by Parke Poindexter. Poindexter was Clerk of the Court at 
Chesterfield County from 1812 until 1847, almost 35 years. The 
original landowner was Henry Winfree, who received the 
property as a land grant in 1754. County Clerk Mr. Poindexter 

purchased the 180-acre tract in 1816 and began his efforts to 
construct a new home. One of the three or four finest Federal 
period houses in the county, Castlewood features a formal five-
part plan differing from any other recorded Virginia dwelling. The 
house most closely alike to Castlewood is Carrsbrook, ca. 1794-
1812 in Albemarle County. 
 
And for any Poindexter family, check out the Poindexter 
Descendants Association at http://www.poindexterfamily.org/. 
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Houses and Churches from the Recent 
Winterpock Tour 

 
These descriptions are reproduced from the tour brochure - ed. 
 
 

 
Historic Beach Station 

National Register of Historic Places 
Virginia Historic Landmark 

 Chesterfield County Historic Landmark 
 
 This complex of buildings has served the Winterpock community 
in various capacities. Beach Station was a stop on the Clover Hill 
Railroad that carried coal from the Winterpock mines to the port 
at Bermuda Hundred.  In 1877, after a depression in mining 
activity due to an explosion at the Clover Hill Pits followed by a 
cholera epidemic, the Clover Hill Railroad was sold at foreclosure 
to the Bright Hope Mining Company. Along the rails were 
transported lumber, farm produce, and passengers.  In the late 
1890’s the property consisted of the Perdue Mitchell House, the 
George Perdue House, the summer kitchen, the Post Office and 
the G.P. Perdue Store. On the second floor of the store, the 
Chesterfield Masonic Lodge met.  Trains continued to stop at Beach 
Station until the railroad, nicknamed the “Tired and Weary” due to 
its dilapidated rails and equipment, was closed in 1917.  
 
Still standing are the two houses, the railroad depot, the summer 
kitchen, and the post office. The George Perdue House, a 
wooden two-story structure built around 1893, has been 
restored and converted into an ice cream parlor, restaurant, 
country store, and conference rooms. Within one room are walls 
of hand-pressed tin that was imported from England. Another 
room is furnished with tables and chairs from the historic 
Jefferson Hotel in downtown Richmond.  
 
The restoration of the Village at Beach Station is an ongoing 
project of John and Kimberly Hughes. 
 

Magnolia Grange 
National Register of Historic Places 

Virginia Historic Landmark 
 Chesterfield County Historic Landmark 

 
On land originally part of a large land grant given in 1691 to John 
Worsham, William Winfree built in 1822 Magnolia Grange, one of 
the largest and perhaps the most sophisticated Federal period 
plantation house in Chesterfield County. The plans for Magnolia 
Grange were based on designs from Asher Benjamin's American 
Builder's Companion (1806), an architectural pattern book used 
widely by Virginia builders. The name Magnolia Grange derives 
from a circle of magnolia trees that once graced the lawn and 
were destroyed after the Civil War to cultivate further farmland. 
Except for the porches, the house remains as it was originally 
constructed. Each room benefits from light that passes through 
four oversize 12/12 sash windows. The exquisite details within 

the interior including elaborate plasterwork ceilings, faux 
painting, and individualistic carvings on mantels, doorways, and 
window embellishments set Magnolia Grange apart from other 
houses in Chesterfield County. 
 
William Winfree and Stephen O. DuVal who owned Magnolia 
Grange in the mid 1800’s both operated a tavern located on 
the property. The Cogbill family owned Magnolia Grange from 
1879 until 1964 when Marcus Cogbill, Jr. died.  The house sat 
vacant until 1969 when it was purchased at auction by Philip 
Valentine Daffron, a descendent of the Cogbill family, who 
renovated the house.   
 
In 1984 the site was acquired by Chesterfield County and is now 
a museum administered by the Chesterfield Historical Society. A 
variety of living history programs offered at Magnolia Grange 
bring the 19th century to life. 
 
 

 

Physic Hill 
Chesterfield County Historic Landmark 

 
This c. 1813 Federal period home, built by Dr. John R. Walke, 
became known as Physic Hill after three generations of 
physicians, including Dr. John E. Holmes, practiced medicine 
here. Martha Walke, wife of Dr. Walke, died in 1841 and is buried 
on the property. Dr. Holmes, who served on the Chesterfield 
County Board of Supervisors, died after a sawmill accident in 
1900 and is buried nearby. 
 
The original house was built above a high raised basement of 
three-course American bond.  In 1824 an addition to the house 
created the 1 1/2-story L-plan structure. During the 1970s major 
renovations were completed, and the owners continue to update 
the home. 
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Original to the house are the north chimney, front doors, mantels 
in the newer section, solid wood floors, and staircase. The only 
remnant of the original outbuildings is the chimney of the early 
19th-century doctor’s office that is now part of the garage with 
apartment above. 
The main floor, basement with exposed brick floor, and grounds 
that feature many old trees and boxwoods as well as an herb 
garden and grape arbor are available for the tour.  On the 
property are replicas of a smokehouse and a well-house and a 
reproduction of a kitchen, all of which are used for other 
purposes today. The home sits on 11 acres overlooking a pond 
and a branch of Winterpock Creek. 
 
Physic Hill is the home of Gary and Laura Dooley. 

 

Pleasant View School 

 
According to residents of the Winterpock area, Black children 
were educated in a school house located near the present 
location of Pleasant View School as early as 1914.  Some said that 
a school existed there many years before this date.  In 1924, the 
Chesterfield County School Board purchased two acres of land to 
construct a new schoolhouse.  This two acre lot was owned by 
Peter J. and Linnie Lee and included a house that had been 
rented as a public school site.   
 
Pleasant View School was built with the financial support of the 
Black community and opened in 1930.  Mary Crawley Brown was 
teacher and principal for many years.  This two-room public 
school closed its doors at the end of the 1946-47 school year.  
The students were transferred to Winterpock Elementary.   
 
After it was no longer used as a school, the building served as a 
community center for Black residents of the area.  The Pleasant 
View Community Association maintained the building and used it 
as a community center until it was sold to a private owner in 
1998.  After hearing community concerns about the sale, the 
County Board of Supervisors re-purchased the property. 
 
Now owned by the County’s Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the school features desks, blackboards, church pews, 
a piano, and other items from the past. 

 

Reformed Baptist Church of Richmond 
 

When the church was built in 1825, it was known as the Bethia 
Baptist Church.  Sometime later, the building was abandoned; 
during the Civil War, it was used as a sheep barn and at times as 
a shelter for travelers and their horses. 
 
 In 1892 the Bethia Methodist Protestant church led by Rev. 
Horace G. Cowan purchased the Bethia Baptist Church building 
and one-half acre of land for $75.  They expanded the church by 

adding a north wing (containing the present front entrance) to 
create a T-plan building. In 1911 the gallery that was said to have 
been used by black worshippers was removed and memorial 
windows were installed.  In 1952 renovations included the 

addition of a west wing containing classrooms and the lowering 
of the ceiling originally open to the roof.   
 
When Bethia United Methodist Church sold the building in the 
late 1970’s, it moved the cornerstone and memorial windows to 
its new location.  After housing several denominations since 
then, it now serves as a house of worship for the Reformed 
Baptist Church of Richmond. 

Tabernacle Baptist Church 

 
In 1862, the second year of the Civil War, a Baptist congregation 
was organized by Black families near the Clover Hill coal mining 
district. The first meetings were led by the white pastor of the 
Second Baptist Church of Chesterfield. The first Black pastor, Rev. 
Jordan Smith, was appointed in 1865. For the first eleven years, 
the congregation worshipped in a bush arbor and a lumber 
building near the train station at Clover Hill (now Winterpock). 
 
In 1873 the congregation built near the site of the present church 
their first church named Tabernacle Baptist Church. Sometime 
between 1888 and 1901, the congregation built a simple frame 
church with a belfry and front vestibule. 
 
The frame church served the congregation until 1976 when it 
was torn down; the present brick sanctuary was built across the 
road with an education wing and indoor baptismal pool. 
 
The Tabernacle Divinity School opened in 2004, and the 
congregation completed construction of a new education wing in 
2011.  
 
 Tabernacle Baptist Church celebrated its 150

th
 anniversary in 

2012. 
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CHSV Events Calendar 
Current Exhibit (1892 Old Jail), “Firefighting in Chesterfield County,  
The Original 13 Departments,” Tours begin at the County Museum - $1 Suggested Donation 
Current Exhibit thru July 31st (County Museum) Black History Exhibit:  “African-American Schools during the Segregated Era” - $2 
Suggested Donation 
NEW Exhibit Opens August 16

th
 (County Museum) “Finding your Family Story through 

Genealogy: A Chesterfield Perspective” - $2 Suggested Donation 
 
JULY 2014 EVENTS 
Monday-Friday, 21-25

th
, 9am-1pm, Intermediate Historical Archeology Camp for Kids (ages 10-15) 

(Historic Trinity Church), $95/camper, Pre-Paid Registration online with PayPal 
Sunday, 27

th
, 2pm, Summer Membership Meeting & Ice Cream Social (Historic Trinity Church) 

“Discover the Treasures in our CHSV Research Library” (804)796-7121 
 
AUGUST 2014 EVENTS 
Wednesday-Friday, 6-8

th
, 9am-1pm, “Heritage Crafts & Games” Summer Camp for  

Kids (ages 8-12) (County Museum, Magnolia Grange & 1917 Courthouse Complex),  
$65/camper, Pre-Paid Registrations online with PayPal www.chesterfieldhistory.com 
Saturday, 16

th
, 10am-2pm, Civil War 150

th
 Event: 1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign Van Tour 

(Starts at Henricus Historical Park), $15/person,  
Register online with PayPal www.chesterfieldhistory.com 
Monday-Friday, 18-22

nd
, 9am-1pm, “Diggin’ in History” Archeology Camp for  

Kids (ages 8-12) (Historic Trinity Church), $95/camper, Pre-Paid Registration online with PayPal www.chesterfieldhistory.com 
 
SEPTEMBER 2014 EVENTS 
Saturday, 6

th
, 1-4pm, Genealogy Workshop; “Organizing Your Family Papers” (Historic Trinity Church), Free, (804)796-7121 

Saturday, 20
th

, 1pm, NEW! First “Genealogy Roundtable: a Joint Venture with GRIVA,”  
Weekly meetings to continue on subsequent Saturdays (Historic Trinity Church)Free, (804) 796-7121 
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