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Winter Quarterly Meeting
SUNDAY, January 26, 2020

Please join us at Castlewood for our Quarterly 
Members Meeting and Luncheon on Sunday January 26, 
starting at 1:00pm. Catered Affairs By Shelby will be 
providing our meal. The menu will include Grilled Chicken 
Breast, Barbeque Beef Brisket, Cole Slaw, Redskin Potato 
Salad, Gayle’s Honey Baked Beans, Zucchini Casserole, 
Deviled Eggs, Corn Muffins and Rolls followed by a dessert 
of Walton’s Mountain Apple Cheddar Crunch.

There will be a short business meeting after which 
Terry Wells, CHSV Library Volunteer, will speak about the 
history of Castlewood. We welcome Ray Savino, owner of 
RTL Paranormal from Hampton Roads, who will tell briefly 
about the recent paranormal hunt conducted at Castle-
wood. Savino will explain the technology used for these 
paranormal investigations.  

Please note that seating at the luncheon is limited
to 45 persons. Reservations are required with prepaid pay-
ment of $18/person, due by January 15, 2020.

Exploring the Paranormal in 2020 
CHSV has formed a partnership with RTL 

Paranormal, giving us a new revenue stream that 
the community has fallen in love with. We are 
pleased to announce the following schedule for 
2020. Given the popular nature of these events, it 
is advisable to make your reservation ASAP. Cost 
is $40/per person.

 January 26, three representatives from 
RTL will join us at our Members Meeting.

 February 29, RTL will hold a private hunt 
at Trinity Research Library.

 March 14, CHSV will hold a PUBLIC 
event at Trinity Research Library. 

 April 18, CHSV will hold a PUBLIC event 
at the Historical Jail and County Museum.  

 May 16, CHSV will hold a PUBLIC event 
at Magnolia Grange. 

 June 6, CHSV will hold a PUBLIC event 
at Castlewood.  
We are working on hunts at Historic Point 

of Rocks and Pleasant View School. For up-
dates on these events or to volunteer at a hunt, 
visit chesterfieldhistory.com or our Facebook 
page.
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Letter from the President
Dear Friends,

The Christmas holiday season is my favorite time of the year and 
now it is over; 2019 is “history”. We look to 2020 when we can get back to 
our routines and a time for a reflection on all we do for the state of our So-
ciety.  We had some successful events in 2019 and the Society is grateful 
to all the members who pitched in to make the events happen.  We cannot 
do any event without our volunteers – that is a given.

The Carvana Car Project, approved by the County Board of Super-
visors in November 2019, sent our history to the back seat again and on 
my watch. This project was long approved before it was advertised and we 
were fighting an uphill battle we could not win. I feel badly we could do no 
more than what was proffered by Carvana. With the BOS’s vote, Carvana 
had the authority to bulldoze an intact Confederate fort into the ground 
for a parking lot. We tried hard to save the fort but to no avail. I appreci-
ated the advice and help members of the Military History Committee of-
fered. Chesterfield County lost a 155-year-old Civil War artifact to “pro-
gress”. We can document and preserve the story. There will be no other 
place to find an intact record of this misfortune.  We must move on to pre-
serve our county history as best as we can. 

Our CHSV budget is a priority for YR2020. A tight budget is in order 
as we currently have more expenditures than income. Something certainly 
has to change and we have started tightening our belts.  Expenditures will 
be more closely scrutinized by the finance committee before approval. Do-
nations are always welcomed but any event that adds to our treasury is a 
benefit.  A key part of our fund- and friend-raising mission is event plan-
ning. Opportunities to design and actuate both new and recurring events 
are yours today! Whether you have participated in event planning in the 
past or have a new interest in being part of this task force, your expertise 
is welcomed.  

From 1/1-10/21/19, CHSV had a total 5,753.75 Volunteer Hours
which we report to the county and which recognized value is $25/hour. So 
you see that every hour spent volunteering in the Events, Cemetery, Col-
lections, Finance, Library, Genealogy, Membership, Governance, African-
American History or Museum committees is quite valuable not only to 
CHSV but also to Chesterfield County. We can’t pay you $25/hour but we 
can “double pay” you in fun, fellowship and challenge!

When the Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia sign was 
moved from its location at Castlewood and placed in front of historic Trin-
ity Church, we felt a number of people looking for the historical society 
were going to Castlewood and not to Trinity. It better serves us at its new 
location as it points to where we are physically located and the sign can 
now be seen from two directions.

If you have not been to Castlewood lately, I hope to see as many 
members as we can possibly fit into Castlewood on January 26, 2020 for 
our quarterly membership meeting. Terry Wells will give us a history of 
Castlewood and refreshments will be catered.  See you then!
Best Regards,
Buddy Cranford
President
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Donations to the Society
0-$99
Michael and Marjorie Elliott, Philip V. Daffron, Jr., Jim 
Culbert & Phyllis Berg, George and Clarice Reynolds, 
Ilona Hooper, Diane Foley, Kimberly Sasser, Shelby 
Chandler, Dan Simonds
$100-499
George & Judy Cranford, Friends of Karl Leonard, 
Bruce Miller, Mark Matthews of Petersburg, Inc.,
Joe & Crystal Monroe, D. Michael Thomas, Rev. Her-
bert Townes, Susan Coleman, Robert “Peppy” Jones, 
Doug & Linda Blake, VFW of US Dept. of VA #2239,
Bernard & Charlene Anderson, Jimmy Gilmore
$500 or more
Lind Lawrence Foundation

Chesterfield County and the War for 
Independence                                                                                                                     
by Buddy Cranford

Chesterfield County actively participated in 
the Revolutionary War between 1777 and 1781. The 
Courthouse Green was the scene of Continental sol-
diers being trained by Baron Von Steuben, a Prussian 
officer who lent his services to George Washington.  
After Valley Forge, Von Steuben was sent to Chester-
field to train the troops for the Southern Command.  
He led Continental and Militia troops against the Brit-
ish prior to the British troops turning towards Vir-
ginia’s eastern shore.  Von Steuben’s experiences as a 
General Staff member in the Prussian Army gave him 
a wealth of knowledge that heretofore was unheard 
of, even in the British and French armies of the pe-
riod. His training would eventually bring to the 

American soldiers the technical knowledge necessary 
to create an army. He built barracks adjacent to the 
1749 Courthouse that housed 2000 soldiers.  These 
were later burned by British General John Phillips and 
Benedict Arnold, an American traitor, when their 
army stopped in Chesterfield with the intent to de-
stroy the Colonial forces and supplies. The 1749 
Courthouse was also burned. The Colonials fought 
with the British at Sudberry’s Farm in Chesterfield 
County. They lost the battle but the British turned to-
ward the coast at Yorktown where George Washing-
ton and his army bottled up Cornwallis and forced his 
surrender. Chesterfield men were there to help 
Washington. The war raged on for two more years, 
ending in our independence from Great Britain.

The year 2025 will bring the 250th commemo-
ration of the Revolutionary War and Chesterfield 
County has formed a committee to help plan the se-
quence of events leading up to this commemoration. 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia has 
members Liess Van der Linden-Brusse, Scott Williams, 
Buddy Cranford, David Limmer and Bryan Truzzie on 
the committee to help plan the events. While the 
committee is in its infancy stage, a few meetings have 
been held and facilitated by Chris Ruth from the 
Chesterfield County Department of Citizen Infor-
mation and Resources. The committee will follow 
guidelines established during the 150th Anniversary of 
the Civil War and lessons learned from the 1917 
Courthouse Centennial and the WWI Anniversary 
events. CHSV is well represented in the planning of 
this significant event.  More information will be 
shared in future articles as the committee progresses. 
We are hoping that our CHSV members may have 
Revolutionary War artifacts that can be used in exhib-
its.  Look in your attics, your family antiques or things 
you may have shared with family members and de-
termine if they are related to this period in time. 

 The photograph of the Sydney King 
painting shows Von Steuben drilling 
the troops. The original painting is 
hanging in the Chesterfield Museum.  
Please stop in the museum to see it 
and join us in getting excited about 
this coming event! 
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Collections Donations
David Limmer 

The following items have been added to our 
artifact collection.  Thank you for your donations.

 U.S. Flag 38 stars 13 stripes (35”x21”) and U.S. 
Flag 36 stars 13 stripes (34”x21”) donated by 
Jim Tschantz

 2 - Dave E. Satterfield III Re-election buttons 
and a 1994 Chuck Robb Re-election button 
donated by Gloria and Leslie Thysell

 Gold Star Medal from American Gold Star 
Mothers, Inc. given to Mary Reed in honor of 
her son Sgt. Jeffery A. Reed  donated by Mary 
Reed

 10 - Antique Firearms which include muzzle 
loading shotguns, rifles and a pistol.  Donated 
by Roy Hamilton

 1 - Old horse shoe and a fragment of a horse 
shoe found in Chesdin Landing.  Donated by 
Roy Hamiliton.

From the Executive Manager:
Karen Sadler

 CHSV offers many high-quality events to the 
community such as history programs, out-
reach meetings, craft workshops, committee 
requests, fundraisers, speaking engagements, 
etc. We aim to keep our expenses low, there-
fore we are asking for your help. As you shop 
for Christmas gift cards, please consider gift-
ing CHSV. Below are suggested retail stores 
that CHSV frequently uses. Gift cards for them 
will give us the buying power to purchase 
needed supplies.

Suggested stores: any grocery store, 
any office supply store, Walmart, Target, 
hobby stores, dollar stores, drug stores, home 
stores. 

 As a supporter of the Historical Society, we 
ask you to join Kroger’s Community Reward 
Program. It is easy and FREE! The more sup-
porters that shop at Kroger's, the more 
money our organization will earn!  Help us 
reach 
our goal of 150 registered supporters through 
the Kroger Rewards Program.

 CHSV would like to thank the members and 
volunteers who donated to the Dominion En-
ergy Charity Golf Classic fundraiser on our be-
half. We would also like to congratulate Scott 
McCarron who was crowned the 2019 Charles 
Schwab Cup Champion. CHSV has participated 
in this golf classic fundraiser for the past 2 
years and we look forward to our partnership 
with Dominion Energy for many years to 
come. If you are interested in volunteering for 
next year’s tournament please contact Karen 
Sadler via email, ksadlerchsv@gmail.com

 SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 12th ANNUAL 
ANTIQUE EVALUATION EVENT
Please save the date: April 25, 2020, Saturday, 
As you begin your New Year clean-out, keep 
an eye out for those items you’ve always won-
dered about. Trash or treasure? Appraisers 
with expertise in various antiques will offer 
oral evaluations of your items.

It’s that time of year again when 
we look for unique gifts for family 

and friends. Why not consider a gift 
membership to CHSV? Memberships 
can be purchased on our website, by 
mail or in person at Trinity Library.
Thank you for renewing your mem-

bership! Enclosed is your membership 
card, which can be used for free ad-

mission to many CHSV events.

Welcome New and Returning 
Members: Bettie Brandt, Kevin Car-
roll, Michael & Marjorie Elliott, Sara 

Gibson, Jennifer Martin, Mary 
Musselwhite, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Jessica Roberts, Kim Sasser, Dan Si-

monds, William Wooldridge.
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Chesterfield County Museum
Winter 2020 Lectures and Events 
All begin at 11a.m. Free- no reservation required
~Pat Roble, Historic Site Interpreter

 January 25 -- An Art History of Twentieth 
Century American Photography
Learn about the establishment of photog-
raphy as a legitimate art form in America. 
Speaker Charles Koutnik will discuss the vari-
ous movements, people and images that 
made photography the perfect art for a young 
forward-thinking country.

 February 8 -- African- American Schools in 
the Segregated Era / "My Story"
Charlotte B. Wood, a retired Social Studies 
Teacher of Chesterfield County reviews the 
impact of the Segregated Era as she shares 
"My Story," a personal account from that of a 
student in the county's segregated schools to 
becoming a teacher in one of its first inte-
grated high schools.

 March 14 and 15 -- Time Travelers 
The County Museum/Old Jail will be partici-
pating in Time Travelers, a Richmond-Region 
event featuring an admission-free weekend. 
Our Museums will be open on March 14 from 
10 a.m. -2 p.m. and on March 15 from noon- 4 
p.m.  

 April 4 -- Through the Ages with Women of 
Chesterfield 
A look at some accomplished women of Ches-
terfield County and their impact on the world 
around them.  Speaker is Terry Wells, Chester-
field Historical Society Library Committee.  

Magnolia Grange
Winter 2020 Lectures and Events
All programs begin at noon unless noted.
~Lorie Arnold, Historic Site Interpreter

An intriguing season is planned for the Mag-
nolia Grange lecture series. We hope you can make it 
to some of the events below.

 To celebrate the Broadway run of Doug Hen-
ning and His World of Magic that concluded in 

January of 1985, bring the family to a magic 
show offered by Mickey Moore Saturday, Jan-
uary 11. Each child must be accompanied by 
an adult. Limited seating.

 In keeping with Magnolia Grange’s historical 
setting, Haversacks & Hardtack String Band 
will offer “Songs of Hearth and Home”. This 
program will feature parlor songs, or pieces 
that were played as at-home entertainment 
during the 19th century. Be sure to catch this 
program Saturday, January 18.

 Saturday, February 1, step back in time with 
“Fashion in February”. This presentation on 
the evolution of clothing from the Federalist 
Era through the days of World War I will be 
given by costume historian Amanda Powell.

 Also, join us Wednesday, February 5 at 1:00 
p.m. for “Gossip and Grandeur in the Gilded 
Age”.  While enjoying tea, finger sandwiches, 
and sweets, learn about the rules of polite so-
ciety, the grand parties, and the tittle-tattle of 
the late 1800s with a program presented by 
Nancy Lowden, Manager of Historical Pro-
grams for Maymont. From 1:00 p.m.-3:00 
p.m. $30 per person. Reservations required. 
For details, call 748-1498 or go to www.ches-
terfieldhistory.com .

 In recognition of the winter 1945 passing of 
Anne Frank, join us for a World War II-themed 
program by Virginia Holocaust Museum staff
Saturday, February 22.

 Saturday, February 29, historian Dr. Lauranett 
Lee will present a lecture in honor of Black 
History Month that will focus on new methods 
of studying the genealogy of Chesterfield’s Af-
rican-American community.

 The “Time Travelers” program will give guests 
the opportunity to visit various historical 
sites—including Magnolia Grange, Chester-
field Museum, and Historic 1892 Jail—via an 
admission-free event Saturday, March 14
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from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. and Sunday,
Mar. 15 from noon until 4:00 p.m.

 As part of Magnolia Grange’s Retiree Recrea-
tion series, join us Tuesday, Mar. 17, at 2:00 
p.m. to celebrate the 1955 debut of Scrabble 
with games and toys of yesteryear.

 Saturday, March 28, learn how the Civil War 
affected the lives of women and children in a 
presentation given by Donetta Bantle, a his-
torical interpreter with Magnolia Grange.

 At “An Overview of POWs in Vietnam”, histor-
ical interpreter H. Lee Dixon will present a lec-
ture to mark the anniversary of the April 1975 
ending of the Vietnam War. This program will 
take place Saturday, April 18.

 Tuesday, April 28, at 2:00 p.m. retirees are in-
vited to study the art of origami with local 
craftsperson Ayumi Ledford.

Please be aware that, to maintain the historical integ-
rity of the site, Magnolia Grange is not handicapped 
accessible. For further details on Magnolia Grange’s 
programs, call Lorie Arnold at 748-1498 or visit Ches-
terfield Historical Society of Virginia’s website, 
www.chesterfieldhistory.com .

Library Donations & Acquisitions
Liess van der Linden-Brusse

Old photographs provide a unique and treasured his-
tory of Chesterfield County people, places and 
events. In our research library, the Photo Collection 
recently surpassed 2,500 pictures.  It includes every-
thing from tin types to digital, most donated by local 
residents! Our library volunteer who maintains this 
valuable collection is Pat Barron who also coordi-
nates the Women of Chesterfield series.  In addition, 
Pat serves as a director on our Board, and she chairs 
the Membership Committee! Thank you, Pat.

Please consider donating old photos to our library as 
you clean out your attics and basements. We ask that 
you identify people and locations featured in the im-
ages as well as provide the year the photos were 
taken.  The following images have recently been 
added to our Photo Collection:

ALWOOD Family, c. 1905, donated by the Tenleytown 
Historical Society, Washington, DC
BAYLOR, Shadrack, c.1950, donated by the Tenley-
town Historical Society, Washington, DC
BRANCH, Benjamin (1732-1786), donated by W. Guy 
Smith
CHESTER Street Scene, c.1917, donated by Richard 
Jackson
CHURCHES – Chester Methodist built in 1891, c.1917, 
donated by Richard Jackson
CHURCHES – Chester Methodist Parsonage, c.1910, 
donated by Mary Musselwhite
CHURCHES – Schoolhouse later used as Chester 
Methodist Parsonage & Youth Center, 1950, donated 
by Mary Musselwhite
CHURCHES – Ware Bottom, sketch, c.1865, donated 
by George Cranford
COMMISSION OF THE PEACE, presentation of the 
original Chesterfield County Charter (1749) to Clerk of 
the Court Wendy Hughes by CHSV in 2017
COURTHOUSES – 1917 Chesterfield County Court-
house, 1940s, donated by W. Guy Smith
DREWRY, Augustus Harrison, Major (1817-1899), 
1899, copy donated by George Cranford
EANES Family, c. 1880, donated by Larry Holt 
FALLING CREEK IRONWORKS – Copy of Native Ameri-
can Attack, 1622, donated by George Cranford
FERGUSSON, George W (1848-1900), & Edward L 
(b.1932), donated by Vernon Taylor
GILLIE, Robert James & Nancy M. Woodcock wed-
ding, 1957, donated by Edward Gillie
HEMBRICK, Jesse James & Kate M. Owens Hembrick, 
c.1918, WWI veteran, donated by Audrey Ross
HICKS, Alexander B (1887-1950), WWI veteran, 
c.1918, donated by Audrey Ross
HORNER Family, c.1890, donated by Vernon Taylor
HOTELS – Chester Hotel, painting by Landon “Hap” 
Perdue, 1982, donated by Mary Musselwhite
HOUSES: George Perdue House at Beach Station, 
2008, anonymous donor
HOUSES: Hurt House, 1910, donated by Mary 
Musselwhite
HOUSES: Magnolia Grange Osage Orange Tree, 2017, 
donated by Pat Roble
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HOUSES:  Summerseat, exteriors, 2016, donated by 
Robert & Tra Wagenknecht
INDUSTRY - ABB (Asea Brown Boveri) turbine manu-
facturing plant on Willis Road, donated by the estate 
of the late Septimus van der Linden
JAIL – 1892 Chesterfield County Jail, c.1940s, donated 
by W. Guy Smith
LEE, William Sr, (1891-1955), WWI veteran, c. 1918, 
donated by Audrey Ross
LONG Family, c.1910-1920 & 1940s, donated by Joan 
Newell
MALLS - Cloverleaf Mall, c. 2008, donated by Tom Ja-
cobson
MALLS – Cloverleaf Mall Opening Ribbon Cutting, 
1972, Exteriors and Interiors, anonymous donor
MILLS – Matoaca Textile Workers, 1911, purchased 
on E-bay
MILLS – Planing Mill in Chester, postcard c.1917, do-
nated by Richard Jackson 
MONUMENT – Thomas Branch of Willow Hill (1767-
1818), donated by W. Guy Smith 
MOORE Family, c.1940-1950, donated by the Tenley-
town Historical Society, Washington, DC 
MOTELS/DINERS/TOURIST COURTS – White House 
Motor Lodge, US Rte 1, postcard c.1960, donated by 
Angie Wilderman
MOTELS/DINERS/TOURIST COURTS – Colony Inn, US 
Rte 1, postcard c.1950, donated by Angie Wilderman
PHILLIPS Family, c.1910 & c.1927, donated by Joan 
Newell
POINT OF ROCKS – Strachan House, 2019, donated by 
George Cranford
PRIDE, Nathan (1895-1918), & Enos Paul (1888-1976), 
donated by Joan Pride Newell
RAILROADS – Atlantic Coast Chester Station, c.1917, 
donated by Richard Jackson
RAILROADS – Atlantic Coast RR Bridge across the Ap-
pomattox, 1917, donated by Ben Uzel
RAILROADS – Bright Hope, Beach Station RR Depot 
and RR shanties, 2008, anonymous donor
RAILROADS – Clover Hill RR Spur to Epps Falls (1840-
1845), 2019, donated by Jerry Stauffer
SCHOOLS – Chester High School, Class of 1936, do-
nated by Richard Jackson
SCHOOLS – Manchester High School, Class of 1954, 
donated by Edward Gillie

SCHOOLS – Reams Elementary, aerial, 2019, donated
by Cathy Griffith
SCHOOLS – Reams Elementary, scheduled for 2019 
demolition, Interiors & Exteriors, donated by Liess 
van der Linen-Brusse
TANK WAGON – Cities Service Fuel Truck, Lynton 
Morrisette Co, 1950s, donated by Henry Coalter
TAYLOR Family, c. 1903 & 1940s, donated by Vernon 
Taylor
WILKINSON, Grover Cleveland (1887-1944), c.1911, 
donated by Marshall Driskell
WORLD WAR I – Document, Cpl. Elmer S. Lipsett, US 
Army promotion to Sgt 1st Class, 1918, donated by Bill 
Lipsett
WORLD WAR I – Dum-sur-Meuse Battlefield after Ar-
gonne Offensive, 1918, donated by Bill Lipsett
WORLD WAR I – German Military Group, c.1917, and 
German soldier Leo Friedrich Mueller, 1917, donated 
by Tom & Mary Surface
WORLD WAR I – James Carl Morris (1892-1949), do-
nated by Carl Morris, Jr.
WORLD WAR I – Sgt. Prosper Dee Lescault (1889-
1940), donated by Russ Lescault

Out On A Limb…
Angie Wilderman 

October was a busy time for genealogists - it 
was Family History Month. During the roundtables 
we explored the Genealogical Research System (GRS) 
on the public DAR.org page. If you think your ances-
tor served in the American Revolution, check out the 
GRS to see if you have an ancestor in the database or 
if a descendant of your ancestor applied for member-
ship in the DAR.  During the second session of the 
roundtable, we watched Michael Strauss discuss 
three forgotten U.S. wars and the records pertaining 
to our ancestors who fought in those wars. This was a 
presentation of Family History Fanatics on YouTube. 
The roundtable meetings provide a time to discuss 
whatever genealogy questions you might have.

The genealogy roundtable meets on the first 
and third Saturdays of each month but check the Ge-
nealogy page on ChesterfieldHistory.com or call the 
office for any changes. The Genealogy Committee has 
an on-going project of cataloging books and 
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answering genealogical research requests. If you 
would like to assist, please contact Angie Wilderman.
The Chesterfield Sheriff’s Office Exhibit at 
the County Museum
Russ Lescault

In the fall of 2016, the Chesterfield County 
Sheriff’s Office (SO) contacted CHSV to inquire if 
CHSV would assist them in creating a museum ex-
hibit at the main Courthouse. The CHSV Board ap-
proved the SO History project and opened a sepa-
rate account for fundraising for the project.  

During the spring of 2017, several local 
business leaders came forward and donated funds 
for the SO History Project and SO began collecting 
items (e.g. display cases, artifacts and replica arti-
facts). The first five display cases were ordered in 
the fall of 2017 and CHSV Board of Directors took a 
tour of this small exhibit on July 19, 2018. 

In the summer and fall of 2019, after an in-
fusion of more funds to the CHSV account, four 
new cabinets were purchased and over 100 items 
(artifacts and/or replica artifacts) were added to 
the collection; in all $5,500 was raised by local busi-
nesses for the SO History Project. CHSV’s fundrais-
ing account for the SO History Project officially 
ended on August 8, 2019, however it was not until 
October of 2019 that all nine display cases were 
completed; items on display with complete infor-
mation placards. 

During the last couple of years, the SO has 
been able to put together a nice exhibit at the main 
Courthouse that includes 27 framed history posters 
detailing SO history from 1611-2008: 9 display cabi-
nets (4 tall glass cabinets and 5 short glass cabi-
nets); 1 cabinet located in the Public Safety Train-
ing Center; 220 artifact/replica items (80 that came 
from funds processed by CHSV; 120 items owned 
and donated by the Sheriff’s Office; 20 items on 
loan (including 6 items on loan from the County 
Museum); and 60 items/artifacts donated by 
members of the Department, active and/or retired.

Research during the course of the SO His-
tory project resulted in some ‘historical discover-
ies’, such as two, and possibly three, former mem-
bers of the Chesterfield County Sheriff’s Office who 
died in the line of duty.

 Sheriff Benjamin Branch died in the 
line of duty on April 29, 1786 after 
being thrown from his horse after 
leaving the Courthouse. On May 15, 
2019 his name was inscribed on the 
National Law Enforcement Officer 
Memorial Monument (NLEOM) in 
Washington, DC (Panel 18-E: 31). 

 Deputy Archer Thomas Belcher died 
in the line of duty on February 17, 
1912 after being brutally attacked 
by escaping inmates. In August 
2017, the NLEOM formally recog-
nized Deputy Belcher’s death as a 
tragic lost to the citizens of Chester-
field County (Panel: 56-W: 26). 

 On September 24, 1965, Chief Dep-
uty Gilliam H. Cogbill was found 
dead behind the wheel of his Sher-
iff’s car, a 1964 black Ford Fairlane. 
He was serving papers and sum-
mons at the time of his demise; re-
search is on-going. 

Further research discovered a forgotten 
Sheriff to the list of those who served--
Sheriff George Snellings (1854-1856)--
and discovered that Sheriff William 
Chastian Gill, who was sheriff for over 
40 years, was one of the few survivors 
of Pickett’s Charge at the Battle of Get-
tysburg, killed a man in self-defense in 
1899 when the subject attacked him 
when he tried to arrest him for domes-
tic assault, and prevented two lynch 
mobs from taking accused subjects by
force. 

Jail meal times during the 19th and early 
20th centuries, what a bullseye lantern was, 
the first issued handgun, uniforms worn for 
the first 200 years of the County’s history 
and many more interesting facts emerged.  
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The exhibit is open at the main Courthouse Monday – Fri-
day, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. Contact Russ Lescault at lescaul-

tra@chesterfield.gov for group tours.

July 2020 Quarterly Meeting of the CHSV will take place at 
the Sheriff’s Office where the CHSV membership can view 

the exhibit and receive a brief tour.

HISTORIC POINT OF ROCKS MAY 2020 CRAFT, PLANT AND BAKE SALE
Welcome, Vendors!

 Sat. May 16, 2020 ~ 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  (rain or shine)
 Location- Castlewood, 10201 Iron Bridge Rd., Chesterfield, VA. 23832

Corner of Route 10 and Krause Roads (yellow house)
 10x10 Rental Space-Tents and Tables will be provided

                   $25.00 – non-profit & $30.00 for-profit groups
               To reserve space, complete and return the application below before 5/10/20

This sale benefits Historic Point of Rocks Park
________________________________________________________________________

Please fill out and return this portion
                                                                                        

Chesterfield Historical Society of VA
Bake, Craft, and Plant Sale - May 16, 2020

Mail to- Ruth Snead, CHSV, 10111 Iron Bridge Rd, Chesterfield, Va. 23832
Contact -Ruth Snead, ruthsnead@aol.com  or 804-350-0156

Non-profit $25.00 and profit Organizations - $30.00 for 10X10 Space

Name of Organization______________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Principal Contact_________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number_______________________ E-mail__________________________________________________________

Detailed descriptions of items to be sold_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  Sale will be held rain or shine (no refunds) 10AM to 2 PM   

● Spaces are 10 feet wide and 10 feet deep.
● No electricity is available.
● All spaces will be outdoors on the lawn in front of Castlewood, 10201 Iron Bridge Rd., Chesterfield, 

VA. 23832.
● All handouts, giveaways, activities and items for sale must be approved by CHSV
● You must arrive prior to 9:00 am on May 16, 2020 to set up your booth.
● Booths must remain set up and in place until 2 pm.
● Booth assignments and instructions for arrival and set up will be emailed to all participants the week 

before the sale.
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Winter Lecture Series
2020

January 17, “PRIDE AND HONOR: CODE DUELLO AND THE EARLY LAW
ENFORCEMENT” Russ Lescault:  Former Police Officer and Historian:

January 31, “A TURN OF THE CENTURY” Lamar Bannister: Educator, Living History
Interpreter and Historian

February 14, “MINORITIES IN CONFEDERATE MILITARY”
Theresa Roane: Historian and Archivist

February 28, “FIRST PERSON PORTRAYAL OF ELIZABETH KECKLEY,
DRESSMAKER TO DOLLEY MADISON”

Charmaine Crowell-White:  Living History Interpreter
March 13, “A STRANGE SORT OF WARFARE UNDERGROUND”

Julia Steel:  Historical Archeologist with Petersburg National Historical Park
March 27, “REVOLUTIONARY WAR BATTLE IN CHESTERFIELD”

John Pagano:   Historical Interpreter and Military Historian

The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia
P.O. Box 40
Chesterfield, VA  23832
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