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January Membership Meeting  
and Luncheon  

Sunday January 26, 1 p.m. 
Mystiq Masala Restaurant 

The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia will hold its 
annual January luncheon meeting on Sunday, January 26, 
2014, at the Mystiq Masala restaurant, 13249 Rittenhouse 
Dr., Midlothian, at 1 p.m.  Mystiq Masala is in the Kroger 
shopping center just west of Brandermill on the south side of 
Hull Street Road.   
 
A buffet luncheon featuring a wide variety of entrees follows 
a short business meeting.  Elliott Fausz will tell us about the 
Chesterfield Twinning Association; part of a unique 
agreement with Gravesham Borough, England.  Pocahontas 
was born in what is now Chesterfield County, travelled to 
England with her husband, became ill, died and is buried at a 
small church in Gravesham.   
 
The cost of the luncheon is $20.  Prepayment is requested; 
checks may be sent to CHSV at PO Box 40, Chesterfield, 23832 
or you may pay via our website using PayPal, a secure method 
of payment. 
 

 
  

It’s Time to Renew Your 
Membership! 

Inserted in this issue of The Messenger is a new self-
mailer for your 2014 membership dues. We hope this 
cost-effective, simple strategy will make it easy for you 
to renew your membership; however it does present 
information that we ask you to review. 
 
Membership dues have not increased this year and the 
benefits remain the same; free admission to our historic 
sites and to all Winter Lectures and a discount in the 
Magnolia Grange museum store along with quarterly 
newsletters and topical enewsletters and interesting 
members’ meetings. 
 
Please check your membership level; have you grown 
into senior level? Have you gone back to school and 
qualify for a student membership, or is there someone 
in your life who would benefit from a gift membership? 
 
Significant mailing costs are minimized or eliminated by 
the usage of email, so it is more important than ever 
that we have your current email address. Please PRINT 
it for us again, as sometimes data entry folks guess 
wrong when hand-writing is difficult to read. 
 
Our year-long fundraising effort is the Revive Magnolia 
Grange campaign and you are welcome to include 
donation checks with your renewal. You may also 
include your check for the January members meeting. 
All of these functions can also be accomplished on our 
website using Paypal. 
 
Thank you for your participation in the preservation of 
Chesterfield history! 

http://chesterfieldhistory.com/HTML/Membership.html
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From the President –  

Patty Watts, who became President of Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia in 
July, 2013, unfortunately had to resign that position on December 15 due to ill 
health.  Patty had worked diligently to move the Society forward and we are all 
very grateful.  I know I speak for the Society in wishing Patty, and her husband 
Peter (also a very active volunteer for CHSV), the very best while Patty mends. 
     Pat Genco, who has been Vice President since July, 2013, found it necessary to 
resign a bit earlier.  Pat was working on developing our volunteer base, which is 
paramount to the workings of our Society.  We send our best wishes to Pat. 
     On December 17, 2013, the Governance Committee met as a nominating 
committee (part of its duties) and nominated Therese (Tra) Wagenknecht to 
become Acting President, and Jim Evans to become Acting Vice President until our 
Board meets in March, when the Governance Committee will have had time to 
recommend a President and Vice President to complete the terms to July of 2015 
as specified in our bylaws.   
     At 1 p.m. on Sunday, January 26, 2014, we will be holding our annual winter 
luncheon meeting.  We hope you will join us for what may be a new culinary 
experience for you.  Please see all the information elsewhere in this issue. 
     There are a number of not to be missed events coming up for the Society, not 
the least of which is our annual Winter Lecture Series.  Thanks to Louise King, 
Chairman, who with the assistance of Liess van der Linden-Brusse, and Diane 
Dallmeyer, has put together a great program of lectures for January, February, and 
March.  Be sure to come.   
 
See you soon,  Tra 
 
From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by March 10th any submissions you 
would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net.  Your stories, 
research, and photos are all welcome.  If your submission is handwritten or typed, 
please provide it to Diane Dallmeyer.  
 
"The Mid-Lothian Miner" Poem by Tom Garner 
I step in the cage and whisper, “Goodbye, 
Blessed earth underfoot, the sun and the sky.” 
My mates are from Cornwall and Scotland and Wales, 
From England and France and slavery sales. 
 
My life will depend on these dozens of hands, 
Whose rearin’s and tongues are from faraway lands. 
But soon all our faces will blacken by coal: 
Eyes, muscle and heart must stand for our soul. 
 
Gotta trust in the hoist man as we drop like a stone, 
And the sides of the shaft blur by as I moan. 
The dank air below wafts up at my knees, 
While I savor the soothe of a last coolin’ breeze. 
 
Bright light up above has now shrunk to a dot 
While eerie glows dance from a flame in a pot. 
I unlock my knees and prepare for the jerk 
As the cage hits the bottom and I stumble to work. 
 
The forge roars like a tempest as it sucks the abyss 
And seeks out the fire damp and its deadly hiss. 
The mules are awaitin’ with nary a bray; 
Soon the coal they’ll be haulin’ will earn ‘em some hay. 
 
The blackness bears down on our flickerin’ spheres 
That shadow our shovels and allay our dark fears. 
But the dust dims our eyes and charges our lungs 
And gristles our sweat while it thickens our tongues.   
 
So strike with those picks, men, and mine out this hole! 
And fill up the trams with Mid-Lothian coal! 
If we dodge the roof falls and cheat the damned damps, 
We can rise out of this hell hole and blow out our lamps. 
 
And we’ll wash off the grime and conjure our faces, 
Return to our home folk, religions and races, 
And eke out a livin’ by earnin’ the wage 
Of a Mid-Lothian miner goin’ to work in a cage… 
Just a Mid-Lothian miner goin’ to work in a cage. 
 
 

 
  

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
file:///C:/Users/Pete/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net
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Rosenwald Schools in Chesterfield County, Virginia:  An 
Effort to Improve Facilities for African-Americans in the 

Early Twentieth Century 
 Bernard R. Anderson 

 
Recent actions by the National Trust for Historical Preservation

1
 

and the Virginia Department of Historical Preservation have 
renewed interest in Rosenwald schools.  The Rosenwald Fund 
helped build six African-American schools in Chesterfield County.  
These schools were improvements when compared to the 
buildings they replaced.  However, they did little to correct the 
inherent inequality of the segregated school system.   
     Development of public schools in the post Civil War south was 
a struggle.  Many White residents of the defeated and bankrupt 
Southern states were reluctant to pay taxes to support public 
schools of any kind.  They were even more opposed to support 
for schools for freed African-Americans  whom many considered 
unworthy of education and suited only for their supposed natural 
status as servants and “hewers of wood and drawers of water."  
It can be said that most Southern White people were for many 
years either hostile to or indifferent toward African-American 
education.

2
  From the period of reconstruction through the era of 

supposed “separate, but equal” facilities, African-American 
education was significantly underfunded.   
     For example, Virginia school funding was allocated as follows 
in 1920:

3
 

 White Negro 

Percent of population 70.1% 29.9% 

Percent of expenditures 
received 

89% 11% 

Limited funding resulted in African-American schools which had 
fewer books, worse buildings, and less well paid teachers than 
the White schools.  Ramshackle, segregated schools marked 
black Virginians with a stigma of inferiority and the status of 
second-class citizenship that they endured throughout their 
lives.

4
 

     Inequities in school funding were so extreme that, in 
November 1930, the Richmond News Leader stated "New 
schools for Negroes are being constructed in many parts of 
Virginia and none too soon.  The state had no darker disgrace for 
two generations than the wretched huts in which she gave Negro 
boys and girls a few months of scattered instruction, under a  
discouraged, poorly-paid teacher, and called it education."

5
 

     Such inequities were a strong basis for the 1954 U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling, in the case of Brown v. Board of Education, that 
"separate, but equal" had no place in public education.   
     In school year 1930-31 Chesterfield County reported the 
following information to Virginia's Superintendent of Public 
Instruction:

6
 

 White Negro 
Average Annual Salary for Teachers $908 $498 
Per Capita Cost of Instruction $27.19 $15.04 
Number of Buildings of Brick, Stone, 
or Concrete 

11 0 

Number of Elementary Rooms 
Available 

110 45 

Number of Standard Elementary 
Rooms 

110 5 

Number  Volumes in High School 
Libraries 
(Average of 3 White schools vs. 
County Training School) 

1650 232 

The slow progress in African-American education was aided 
significantly by several philanthropic organizations which 
supported public schools.  Among these were the Jeanes and 
Rosenwald Funds.  The Jeanes Fund was established in 1908 by 

Anna Jeanes, a Philadelphia Quaker, to support the education of 
African-Americans  in rural areas of the South.  Initially called 
Supervisory Industrial Teachers and later Jeanes Supervisors, 
these African-American teachers (almost all were females) 
coordinated the activities of all colored schools in their county.  
Administrators of the fund stressed the need to adapt their 
efforts to the specific needs of the community and promote 
better standards of living.   In addition to working with principals 
and teachers to improve instruction and curriculum, they visited 
homes, distributed food to needy families, taught cooking, 
sewing, and canning, promoted health clinics, and held school 
fairs and exhibits.  They also organized School Improvement 
Leagues to raise funds for school buildings, grounds and 
equipment.

7
 

     Jeanes work was started in Chesterfield County in 1911.
8
  

Lottie Jefferson was probably Chesterfield's first Jeanes 
Supervisor.

9
 For the school year 1912-13, Ms. Jefferson reported 

that 28 Negro schools were open for an average of six and one 
half months.  Twelve of the schools were painted or 
whitewashed and only 13 provided individual drinking cups for 
students.  Also, 19 improvement leagues were organized to 
provide neighborhood support for the schools.

10
  Among the 

other Jeanes Supervisors in Chesterfield were Janet P. Crawley, 
Helen Cephas Reede, Alma W. Parker and Ruth M. White.

11
 

     The Rosenwald school building program was a major effort to 
improve the quality of public schools for African-Americans in the 
early twentieth century.  It resulted from collaboration between 
Booker T. Washington, President of Tuskegee Institute, and Julius 
Rosenwald, President of Sears Roebuck.  After the construction 
of the first six schools in rural Alabama in 1913 and 1914, the 
program was expanded.  In 1917 the Julius Rosenwald Fund was 
established in Chicago.  At its conclusion in 1932, the program 
had built 4,977 schools, 217 teachers’ homes, and 163 shop 
buildings in 883 counties in 15 states.  In Virginia, 382 schools 
and support buildings were constructed in 79 counties. 
     African-American communities were required to contribute 
cash and in-kind donations of labor to help match the Rosenwald 
donation. Schools were to be built on lots of at least two acres.  
Also, county school boards were required to provide public 
support, take ownership of the new school property, and commit 
to maintaining it as a part of the public school system. 
     School designs were classified as one, two or three teacher 
types as opposed to the number of rooms.  Therefore, a one 
teacher school plan included a classroom for academic 
instruction, a smaller industrial room, a kitchen, a library, and 
cloakrooms.  Schools were also designed with large windows to 
maximize the use of natural light in the interior and buildings 
were raised on short piers for ventilation and moisture control.   
As designs were refined during the 1920s, gable roofs replaced 
the earlier hipped and clipped-gable rooflines.

12
  Six Rosenwald 

Schools were built in Chesterfield County.  Actual construction 
dates for the first three are unclear since they were probably 
started during World War I and delayed due to the war effort. 
 
Piney Branch 
This school was located at what is now 5707 Carver Heights 
Drive, South of Iron Bridge Road.  This two teacher type 
building

13
 was probably constructed in calendar year 1919.  In 

late 1918, the Dale District School Board purchased a two and 
one half acre site.  This included two contiguous one and one 
quarter acre parcels purchased from Lawson and Margaret 
Friend and William and Viola Branch.

14
   The cost of construction 

was $2,400. The Rosenwald Fund contributed $400, with $1,500 
from public school funds, and $500 contributed by African-
Americans.

15
 

     Sylvia H. Rice, Principal, and Ruth D. Hill taught at this school 
for more than ten years.  It was closed at the end of the 1947-48 
school term.  The property was sold to Daniel A. Patron in July 
1951.

16
  Current owners of this property indicated that the 

building was razed in the late 1980s.
17
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Union Grove 
This two teacher type school was located at 19300 Church Road.  
Prior to construction of the Rosenwald School,

18
 students in the 

Union Grove community attended a school known as "The Little 
Red 

Schoolhouse" 
and briefly 
held classes 
in a local 
lodge hall 
which still 
stands at 
19301 Church 
Road

19
. 

     On June 
22, 1918, the 

Matoaca District School Board purchased 2 acres from J. W. and 
Mary F. Chappell.

20
  The total construction cost was $2,150.  

African-American patrons provided $300, the Rosenwald Fund 
$400, and the school board $1, 450.

21
 

     Ms. Mattie L. Wartman was principal at this school for many 
years.  This building was used until the close of the 1950-51 
school year.  A more modern brick building was constructed on 
the same property. 
 
Beulah 
The Rosenwald Fund's records indicate that this one teacher type 

building school was built sometime between 1917 and 1920.  The 
school was located on two acres at 21210 Hull Street Road across 
from the Beulah Baptist Church.  Total construction costs were 
$1,800.  The Rosenwald Fund contributed $400, African-
Americans  provided $150, and the School Board contributed 
$1,250.

22
   

     This school
23

 was used until the end of the 1947-48 school 
year.  Beulah's students were consolidated into the new brick 
Winterpock Elementary School at 10400 Beaver Bridge Road.  
The building was apparently razed sometime around the year 
2000.  At this writing the chimney still stands.  Among the staff at 
this school were Indiana Rudd, Rosa Stanley and Rosa B. 

Flournoy.  In 1939, the Board recognized Ms. Flournoy's fifty 
years of service as a teacher.

24
 

 
Midlothian 
It is believed that the first public school in the Midlothian area 
was a log structure erected on property near the First Baptist 
Church of Midlothian. This school probably started in the 1870s. 
During the early 20

th
 century, a one room school was located 

behind the church on the site of the current cemetery.  On 
October 4, 
1923, School 
Superintendent 
T. C. Williams 
read a letter 
from Attorney 

Cornelius 
Mimms

25
, 

President of the 
Midlothian 
School 
Improvement 
League.  In addition to a request for improved transportation 
from Midlothian and Hallsboro to the County Training School at 
Hickory Hill, the letter requested the construction of a new 
school.  The Board informed the League that if it raised $400, the 
Board would give $400 if the Rosenwald Fund would give $800.

26
 

     In September 1925, the Board purchased a two acre lot on the 
opposite side of Westfield Road.

27
  The final cost of this two 

teacher type school was $3,350.  The School Improvement 
League contributed $800.   The Fund and the Board provided 
$700 and $1,850, respectively.

28
  Nellie J. Robinson, J. Mitchell 

Bebbs, and Elizabeth T. Bebbs were principals at this school in 
the 1930s and 1940s.  The Rosenwald building

29
 was replaced by 

a new brick structure, on the same site, at the start of the 1948-
49 school term.  This building is now the home of the county’s 
Lifelong Learning Institute at 13801 Westfield Road. 
 
Kingsland 
In March, 1925, the School Board formed a committee to sell the 
existing Kingsland school and purchase a lot for a new building.   

On June 5, 1926, the Board purchased 4.68 acres from the heirs 
of Milton Friend.

30
   

     It was later reported that the patrons of the school had 
provided $600 and a contract had been awarded for $4,326.  

When construction of this three teacher type structure
31

 was 
completed in the 1926-27 school year, the total cost was $5,751.  
The African-American patrons contributed $1,125.  The Fund and 
the Board provided $900 and $3,726, respectively.

32
  Virginia 

Jordon, Rosa Glenn and Bettie Cheatham were among the 
teachers at this school.  This site was located at what is now 9501 
Chester Road, home of Centralia Fire Station No.  17. 
 
The County Training School (Hickory Hill) 
To date we have not found at picture of this Rosenwald building, 
built during the 1924-25 school year.  An elementary school had 
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been located on the same property for many years and by school 
year 1920-21, included two high school teachers and 13 high 
school students.

33
   

     In July 1924, the Superintendent said additional classrooms 
were needed for the students from the recently closed 
Mayotown School.

34
  In early 1925, the Board received a check 

for $1,878.45.  This included $500 from the Hickory Hill School 
Improvement League and $1,378.45 as a loan to the School 
Board from the League.  It was noted that $700 was available 
from the Rosenwald Fund.  The board accepted a $2,378 bid for 
construction.  The loan was repaid in May of that year.

35
 

Final cost of this two teacher type building was $3000.  In 
addition to the $500 raised by the League and $700 from the 
Fund, the School Board paid $1,800.

36
  On March 1, 1938, this 

building was destroyed by fire.
37

  Principals at this school 
included James H. Lark, Janet P. Crawley, J. H. Robinson and 
James P. Spencer.  A brick building, built in the late 1930s, 
remains on this site at 3000 East Belt Boulevard in Richmond and 
is currently used as the Hickory Hill Community Center. 
 
Rosenwald Schools Considered But Not Constructed 
The Board considered building at least two additional Rosenwald 
schools.  In May of 1927 school board received a bid of $2,450 to 
build a new Drewry’s Bluff colored school.  At the June meeting 
the Board agreed the building would be less expensive if they did 
not accept a Rosenwald appropriation.  The school was built at a 
cost of $1,749.

38
  Also, records of the Rosenwald Fund indicate 

that, in 1920-21, a check for $300 was returned for a school 
originally planned for the Enon area.

39
 

 
Rosenwald-Like Schools 
An ancillary effect of the Rosenwald Schools project is that local 
school districts sometimes copied the style in building other 

schools.  As a 
result some 
schools are 

mistakenly 
identified as 

Rosenwald 
schools.  A 

surviving 
example is 
the Pleasant 
View School 

at 18431 River Road. In 1924, the School Board purchased the 
two acre lot which was owned by Peter J. Lee and rented by the 
African-American patrons for a public school site. Constructed 
1930, this building replaced an earlier building on the same 
site.

40
  Pleasant View is very similar to Beulah and Piney Branch 

Rosenwald Schools, featuring the large windows and hipped roof.  
This school closed at the end of the 1946-47 school session.  
Mary Crawley Brown taught there for many years.  The local 
African-American community maintained the building and used it 
as a community center until it was sold to a private owner in 
1998.  After hearing community concerns about the sale, the 
County Board of Supervisors re-purchased the property.  It is 
now owned by the County’s Department of Parks and 
Recreation.

41
 

 
Conclusion 
Unfortunately, none of Chesterfield County's Rosenwald Schools 
remain.  The story of the Rosenwald Fund is significant in the 
struggle for better African-American schools in the County and 
across the South.  Sadly, this effort made little difference in the 
era of "separate, but equal" facilities.  Chesterfield's six 
Rosenwald schools provided improved facilities for a total of 
twelve teachers.  However, these improvements were still 

substandard when compared to facilities for White pupils in the 
County.  As shown earlier, in 1930-31, five years after completion 
the Chesterfield's last Rosenwald School, only five of 45 
elementary rooms for African-Americans  were "Standard 
Elementary Rooms."  On the other hand, all 110 elementary 
rooms for Whites met the standard. 
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African-American History Committee Partners with 
John Tyler Community College, Chester Campus 

Sharon Burnham and Cornelia Owens Goode 
 

The Virginia Constitution of 1870 mandated a system of public 
education for the first time; however, the newly established 
schools during the Jim Crow era were operated on a segregated 
basis—“segregated but equal.”   White and black schools were 
hardly equal, with black children facing substandard facilities, 
equipment, and funding.   Nevertheless, African Americans living 
in Chesterfield supported and embraced their schools, often 
incorporating teachers and academic activities into their 
neighborhood and church communities. In November 2013, 
former students who attended segregated schools in Chesterfield 
County described their experiences to John Tyler Community 
College students who subsequently wrote papers for their history 
class based on the interviews.  In September 2013, members of 
the African-American History Committee established 
collaboration with Sharon Burnham, a history professor at John 
Tyler, to connect college students with African-American elders 
in the community who offered to help them better understand 
the United States segregation era, particularly with respect to 
education.  Members of the committee visited students during 
their class period to help explain the project, its importance, and 
to answer questions. Students responded enthusiastically, with 
many volunteering to prepare for and conduct interviews.  
Ultimately, with the African-American History Committee’s 
successful search for willing participants, eight history students 
prepared for and interviewed eleven former students during 
November 2013 who had attended one or more of Chesterfield’s 
segregated schools. All interviews were recorded and, in early 
December, students submitted papers which melded history with 
their interviewee’s stories.  A copy of the condensed 
documentary recording will be entrusted to the African-American 
History Committee as a treasured addition to its FourScore & 
More oral history project collection.    
 
Students and the Interviewees 
 
Kimberly Hurt interviewed Mrs. Hattie Mae Trent Carter who 
attended Centralia Elementary School and Hickory Hill High 
School. 
Charles Jennings interviewed Mr. William Jones who attended 
Beulah and Mrs. Rosa Jones who attended Winterpock 
Elementary; they both attended Carver High School   
Jeremy Shepherd interviewed Mr. John Finn who attended 
Winterpock Elementary and Carver High School. Mrs. Joann Finn 
attended Hickory Hill Elementary and Carver High School. 
Mark Milton interviewed Mr. Hezekiah Ross who attended Ward 
Grove School and Hickory Hill High School.    
Andrea Garling interviewed Mr. Claiborne Edwards who 
attended Union Branch Elementary School and D. Webster Davis 
High School and Mrs. Alcenia Edwards who attended Union 
Branch Elementary and Carver High School. 
Joshua Pratt interviewed Mrs. Charlotte West Melton who 
attended Kingsland School and D. Webster Davis High School  
Keondra Whitaker interviewed Mr. Lawrence Crawley, Sr. who 
attended Pleasant View, Winterpock Elementary, and Carver 
High School. 
Corinthian Sumpter interviewed Mr. Clarence Lee who attended 
Midlothian and Hickory Hill High School  
Their stories define itself during a time of injustice and continue 
to remain symbolic of the challenges to succeed as one 
commemorates their legacy. 
 
To hear excerpts of their stories and read comments from the 
student papers, come out to the Chesterfield County Museum 
beginning Saturday, February 1 - May 31,

 
2014 as the African-

American History Committee mark Black History Month by 
recognizing the histories of segregated schools for African-
Americans in Chesterfield County in a new temporary exhibit.   

New Graves Found at Eppington 
                 Donald R. Gardner,  Major General, USMC, (Ret) 
 
For several years the Eppington Foundation desired to know 
more about the 229 year old family cemetery at Eppington 
Plantation, a national treasure in Chesterfield County. How many 
graves are there? Where is Lucy Jefferson? The Foundation 
combined forensic and archaeology teams to discover new 
graves at Eppington and answer these questions. 
     The Foundation partnered with Chesterfield County to 
contract with scientific experts, Dr. William F. Hanna and Claude 
E. Petrone to conduct a ground penetrating radar (GPR) 
investigation of the Eppington cemetery, in hopes of determining 

the locations of all graves. This modern survey was conducted in 
July 2013, using high-tech equipment to unearth history, but in a 
non-destructive way. This team has extensive backgrounds and 
has documented other cemetery investigations at Montpelier, 
Monticello, Gunston Hall, Yorktown and Civil War battlefields. 
Both Dr. Hanna and Mr. Petrone have also consulted for the FBI 
and state law enforcement agencies on forensic searches. Hanna, 
a geophysicist, worked for the U. S. Geological Survey and 
Petrone is retired from the National Geographic Society. Both are 
well qualified.  
     Historical research, documented by Martha W. McCartney’s 
excellent study “A Documentary History of Eppington…” reveals 
there are several members of Thomas and Martha Jefferson’s 
family buried at Eppington. Their daughter Lucy Elizabeth 
Jefferson, died at Eppington of whooping cough in 1784, while 
Jefferson was Minister to France. Lucy Elizabeth Jefferson and 
her cousin Lucy Elizabeth Eppes, both aged two, died in 
September 1784 at Eppington and are the earliest known burials 
in the cemetery. In addition, two of Jefferson’s grandchildren are 
buried there. There are more graves than markers, so we hope to 
get a more accurate count and better preserve the site. 
     To aide in this project several Eppington Foundation members 
assisted. Foundation Archaeologist Patricia Sternheimer assisted 
the Team with archaeology reports and information relevant to 
Eppington. Dr. James Shultz’s personal research located Craig 
Romaine’s “Survey Report Eppington Graveyard: December 10, 
1936” for the U. S. Works Administration. Mrs. Rachel Lipowicz,  
Chair for Cemetery Committee, Chesterfield Historical Society 
and Mr. Bryan Truzzie, Historic Sites Specialist also assisted.   
     The GPR used in this research surveys what is underground up 
to seven feet deep without disturbing the soil. All soil 
disturbances, such as old graves, are recognizable on monitors 
and are graphed for field reports. The team laid out lanes and 
walked their equipment along the lanes recording their readings. 
The data was transmitted and matched with specific reference 
points. After the technical data had been confirmed it was then 
studied to interpret all anomalies, and irregularities.  Then the 
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final report was written. The Foundation anxiously awaited the 
results. 
     The GPR Survey concluded that there appear to be 19 adult 
graves, 16 infant graves and three vaults that likely contain both 
adults and children. Three infant graves are buried deep 
underneath adults graves. Three of the infant graves contain the 
burial sites of Louise Thweatt Haskins, who died at six months in 
1858 and Richard Edward Haskins, Jr., her brother, who died at 
eight months in 1856. The Haskin children were the 
grandchildren of Richard N. Thweatt, Sr. and Mary Eppes 
Thweatt. Six locations were developed where flat-faced stones 
are laying at shallow depths. These are worthy of checking. If any 
are inscribed they would be invaluable in documenting unknown 
graves. There is a Dale Parish record reflecting Eppington burials 
of “a colored man of Eppington” in 1841 and “a colored man at 
Eppington” in 1847.  
     Where is Lucy Elizabeth Jefferson? While Lucy Jefferson is 
known to have died at Eppington  and is believed to have been 
buried in this cemetery, the exact location of the interment 
remains unknown. The GPR Study concludes the two cousins 
died suddenly and were buried side-by-side prior to the building 
of a vault in the newly established cemetery. The best possibility 
for Lucy Jefferson’s grave is immediately southeast of the 
hackberry tree and for Lucy Eppes immediately south of that 
grave. Both of these graves are children. Just north of them is the 
ledger stone for Richard Noble Thweatt, Sr. His is the earliest 
inscribed stone in the Eppington cemetery. 
     Now that this phase has been completed, Eppington plans to 
reassess the condition of ledger stones and do preservation 
consistent with the U. S. Department of the Interior’s Standards 
for Preservation. “A cemetery is a community of the dead, 
created, maintained and preserved for the living.” The Eppington 
Foundation’s goal is to help preserve the cemetery for the next 
hundred years, and to install new markers commemorating all of 
the cemetery’s occupants to tell their lost stories. 

Fundraising 
Peter Lipowicz and Diane Dallmeyer 

 
Our donors have given over $4500 this past quarter, and over 
$10,000 for the year.  Thank you for your generosity.   
Donations of $500 or more  Dan Downs, Lind Lawrence Foundation 
Donations of $100 - $499  Tra & Robert Wagenknecht, Ann Rest, 
Guy Smith, Elaine &  Don Gardner, Ruth Stover, Kenneth Jones, 
Kendra Warren, Betty Matthews, Dorothy Parker, Kenneth & 
Leslie Montero  
Donations up to $99 Jean and Harry Welch, Scott Welch, Life by 
Travel, The Community Foundation, Chris Welch, Bernard 
Anderson, Larry & Lois Buchanan, Mary Blackwood, Crestwood 
Church, Sycamore Womens Club, Gloria & Leslie Thysell, Helen 
Hall, Phyllis Hancock, Barbara & Ron Lester 
Pro-Bono Professional Services Thank you to David Brown CPA 
for providing accounting services, and Troutman-Sanders for 
providing legal services. 
 

 
Tra Wagenknecht is Recognized as Senior Volunteer 

 
On Thursday, October 17, 2013, Tra Wagenknecht was 
recognized as a nominee to the Chesterfield Senior Volunteer 
Hall of Fame. CHSV was delighted to be able to submit her name 
for consideration as recognition of the over 5,000 hours of 
volunteer work she has performed since age 65.  Tra was 
recognized among her peers as part of the celebration presented 
by the Senior Advocate’s office and featuring County 
Administrator Jay Steigmaier. A brief synopsis of her work as 
President during the difficult economic times of her presidency 
credited her dignified leadership and steady guidance. Several 
members of the Society and staff were present to add their 
kudos and celebrate Tra’s nomination. Congratulations, Tra! 

 
Sponsors Needed !   Historic Winterpock Day - April 12, 2014 

 
Tours of Homes, School, Churches and Cemeteries in One of Chesterfield County’s Oldest Communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Proceeds from this tour go to the preservation of an important piece 
of Chesterfield’s history: Magnolia Grange House Museum. 

 
You can be a sponsor of “Historic Winterpock Day” with your space in the tour brochure.   Call 804-796-7121 to reserve 

your space.  Spaces are limited and the deadline is February 7, 2014. Call today! 
 
 
 
   

¼ page - $30 ½ page - $60 
Full page - $100 
Brochure back full page $200 

 

Promote your business, service or association. 
Express your personal “best wishes.” 
Honor an individual, family, club, or society. 

 

Magnolia Grange, c 1822 – Federal style house museum 
Adventure Hill, c 1847 – Huguenot style cottage that once served as a horseback riding camp 

Physic Hill, c 1815 – Federal period home built by a physician whose office was on the property 
Clover Hill Plantation, c 1834 – Rambling farmhouse with close ties to Winterpock’s coal mines; visited by Robert E. Lee 

Cemeteries – Notable headstones at Bethia/Community, Centenary & Trinity 
Giff’s Store, c 1929 – Antique cars at a colorful landmark in the heart of Winterpock 

Buzzard’s Roost, c 1870 – Living history of the domestic arts at a classic Chesterfield County farmhouse 
Pleasant View School, c 1930 – 2 room school for Black students; later used as a community center by Black residents 

Bethia United Methodist Church – Formed in 1886 
Reformed Baptist Church of Richmond – Building circa 1825 

Tabernacle Baptist Church – Begun in 1862 for slaves who held meetings in a lumber house 
Centenary United Methodist Church – Building circa 1918; altar rail from earlier 1800’s sanctuary 

Beach Station, c 1890-Houses the original post office, train depot, railroad shanties and summer kitchen 
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This photo reminds us of how Magnolia Grange looked shortly after its restoration in 
1984. Almost 30 years later, the Grange’s carpet has been worn by the feet of 
thousands of schoolchildren and visitors; the wallpaper, special ordered from Paris, is 
frayed; the oil cloth in the office is deteriorating; the woodwork needs paint; and the 
plaster is water damaged. As the county begins the capital improvements necessary to 
restore the exterior of the historic home, it is the responsibility of the Chesterfield 
Historical Society to bring new vitality to the interior décor in the following ways: 
 

New carpet in hallway and up the stairs  
New paint and wallpaper 
Repairs to crown molding, upstairs walls and ceilings  
New furniture for rotating exhibits  
Extermination work 
Basement and baseboard repair  
 

Be part of the Revive Magnolia Grange Campaign! Donate today! 
100% of your donation goes to the Chesterfield Historical Society of VA, a  

501 (c )(3) organization, and will be used solely for interior work on 
 Magnolia Grange House Museum. 

 
 

 

 



 The Messenger #108 Jan 2014   Time to Renew Your Membership!!!                 11 

 

  

The Chesterfield Historical Society of VA is dedicated to raising $20,252 in  

private funds necessary to restore the interior of historic Magnolia Grange in 

partnership with Chesterfield County. We gratefully acknowledge your gift or 

pledge. All contributions to the Revive Magnolia Grange Campaign are tax-

deductible to the full extent allowed by law. 

 

     Name: ______________________________________________ 

 

     Address: ____________________________________________ 

 

      ____________________________________________ 

 

     Email: ____________________________phone: ____________ 

 

     Please accept my gift/pledge to the Revive Magnolia Grange Campaign in the  

     amount of $____________ 

 

     This pledge, made on _____/_____/_____ will be paid: 

     ____with the enclosed check 

     ____ monthly 

     ____annually 

                    To be paid in full by: _____________ 

 

This donation is in memory/honor of: _________________________________ 

 

My company will match this donation ____yes   ____no 

 

Signed: ______________________________  date: ____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHSV, PO Box 40, 10111 Ironbridge Rd., Chesterfield, VA 23832 
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CHSV Events Calendar 
January  
10th, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture Series: William Young to portray "Douglas MacArthur, Military Career & Family Life" (Lucy Corr) 
24th, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture Series: Kitty Snow presents "Old Trolley Cars of Richmond" (Lucy Corr Senior Village) 
25th, Sat, 7-9pm Spirited History Paranormal Investigation Workshop 101(Magnolia Grange), $10, Register online PayPal 
26th, Sun, 1pm Members Meeting/Luncheon at Mystiq Masala Restaurant (Kroger Shopping Center off Hull Street Rd), $20 
 Reservations required thru CHSV Office (804)796-7121 
February  
1st, Sat, 8-10pm Spirited History Paranormal Tour of Magnolia Grange  $20/person, Register online with PayPal 
7th, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture Series: Nancy Kraus presents  "Forest Hill and Springhill Photos & History" (Lucy Corr) 
12th, Wed, 1-3pm Valentine's Day Tea (Magnolia Grange), $25/person  Pre-paid reservations required: (804)796-1479 
21st, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture Series Thomas Trudeau presents "History & Future Plans for  Ches. County Airport" (Lucy Corr) 
March  
1st, Sat, 10am-2pm Civil War 150th: Howlett Line Van Tour (Starts at Henricus Hist. Park) $15/person, Register online with PayPal 
1st, Sat, 8-10pm Spirited History Paranormal Tour of 1892 Old Jail  $20/person, Register online with PayPal 
7th, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture Series*: Scott Williams & George Fickett  present "The Raid that wasn't, the Alligator and the 

Appomattox River Raid" (Lucy Corr Senior Village) 
15th, Sat, 10am-2pm Genealogy Workshop (Historic Trinity Chapel)  $10/person, Pre-paid reservations: CHSV Office (804)796-7121 
21st, Fri, 7pm Winter Lecture Series: Jamestown Sr. Archeologist Danny Schmidt presents "Evidence of Cannibalism at 

Jamestown & Latest Discoveries from Ft. James"  (Lucy Corr Senior Village) 
29th, Sat, 9am-1pm "Antiques Evaluation" Fundraiser (Details TBA) 
29th, Sat, 10am-noon Civil War 150th: Historic Point of Rocks Tour (Starts at Dodd Park) $8/person, Register online with PayPal 
29th, 7-9pm Spirited History Paranormal Investigation Workshop 102  (1892 Old Jail) $10 Register online with PayPal 
April  
5th, Sat, Noon-3pm Confederate History & Heritage Day (1917 Courthouse Green). Free. 
12th, Sat,  NEW! Historic Winterpock Tour: Historic homes, schools & cemeteries.  
12th, Sat, 10am-2pm Civil War 150th: 1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign Van Tour (Starts at Henricus) $15 Register online PayPal 
25-26th, Fri-Sat NEW! Civil War 150th: 1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign  Commemoration  (Details to come) 
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