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The Messenger  

OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

July Quarterly Meeting  
Sunday, July 27

th
, 2 pm  

Historic Beach Station 11410 Beach Road 
 

Our next Quarterly Members meeting will be held at the newly 

renovated Beach Station.  Nathaniel Perdue and his son, George 

constructed the buildings that would comprise Beach Station around 

1890.  One original building was a train depot for the Bright Hope 

Railroad, which transported coal, lumber, agricultural products, and 

people down to Bermuda Hundred.  George Perdue also had a general 

store on the property, which was a gathering place for Beach residents.   

Restoration has been completed on the George Perdue house and the 

owners, CHS members Kim and John Hughes, plan to restore the rest of 

the hub of this little village.  Come and hear architectural historian 

Nancy Kraus, who was instrumental in researching historic Beach 

Station.  An ice cream social will follow.  The business meeting 

includes our annual election.    
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 

 the education of present and future generations 

Golf Tournament 

 
The 2

nd
 Annual fundraising golf 

tournament will be held at The Highlands 

golf club on Monday October 6
th

.  Please 

get your foursome together, volunteer for 

the event, or help find sponsors to make 

this a big success!  Please call Diane at 

777-9663 to get involved. 
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From the President –   

 

I want to tell you about even more good news from the Society!  Thank you for 

your great response to my call for donations.  We all enjoyed a very well 

attended and successful Plantation Day event.  Over 300 persons attended, and 

parking was difficult to find!  Thank you to Mike Poarch and all those who 

made this possible.  The Museum collection has been moved to a new location 

and a new committee has been established to care for it.  I am so pleased about 

this that I have a written an entire article about it for this issue.  If you missed 

the Antique Evaluation event that the Society sponsored with the Chester 

Lions, then make sure you don‘t miss it next year!  The programs for the 

Confederate History and Heritage Month were also a great success.  Mother‘s 

Day Tea was sold-out and raised nearly $1000 for the Society.  The new 

computer system is almost ready to go at Castlewood.  Ley Diller brought in a 

$500 donation for her genealogy research.  Please continue to attend our events 

and visit our historic sites.  And bring your family and friends.  Events are so 

much more fun and gratifying for the volunteers when they are well attended – 

so keep on coming!  Diane Dallmeyer has started tracking our Society 

volunteer hours.  For May of this year, our latest count is 625 hours!  That is 

equivalent to four full time employees!   I can‘t wait to see the numbers for 

June. 

 

From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by September 10 any submissions 

you would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net.   This issue 

of the Messenger checks in at a record-setting 16 pages.  That is because I 

receive so many quality submissions.    Also, I have a reader response to the 

April issue.  Beverly C. Wilson, of New York City, sent a donation in memory 

of her grandparents, Carrie and Clarence Wilson, who lived at 9910 Lori Road 

and owned C.A. Wilson & Sons store.  Beverly supplied this bit of trivia:  in 

the mid-1960‘s, there was a proposal for a street name for what is now Lori 

Road.  As a resident of the street, her grandfather submitted Lori Road as a 

possibility, in honor of her sister, Lori Wilson.  When it was selected, there 

was an article in one of the Richmond papers stating, ―Who is Lori?‖  The 

Wilson family has enjoyed seeing the street name ever since!  Thank you, I 

didn‘t even know anyone in New York City read the Messenger! 
 
 

CHS Events  
July 7-10, 9-1, ―Diggin‘ in History‖ kids archeology camp. 

July 12, 11:00—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture, ―Historic Trees of 

Chesterfield County: Silent Witnesses to our Past‖ Magnolia Grange 

July 26, 11:00—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture, ―Historic 

Mills; Water Power‖ Museum 

July 27, 2:00-Quarterly Members Meeting, Beach Station 

August 9, 11:00—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture, ―Lewis & 

Clark Expedition‖ Museum 

August 23, 11:00—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture, ―Virginia‘s 

Founding Fathers‖ M.G. 

September 6, 11:00—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture, 

―Historical Uses & Folklore of Heirloom Herbs‖ M.G.  

*September 13, 10-5—CHS table at Chesterfest  

*September 13, 9-4—CHS table at GRIVA conference  

September 20, 11:00—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture, 

―Cemeteries of Chesterfield‖ M.G. 

*September 20-21—CHS table at Henricus Publick Days 

*volunteers needed to table-sit.  Call office to volunteer* 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
../../../../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net
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Thank You Donors!! 

 

 Irvin & Laurie Horner   

 Rob Pettus    

 Jeannine Jackson   

 Mary Elizabeth Jonas   

 Wal-Mart Foundation   

 Richmond Arts & Cultural Funding   

  Consortium                                 

            Tamara, Susan Poe, Shelby Porter, Shirley 

Hudson donated all materials for 

Mothers Day tea 

 SCV Camp 1589   

  for Military History projects 

 Andrew Price    

 Philip Morris USA employee involvement         

  program 

 Chester Rotary   

 Ms. Beverley Wilson   

                         in memory of Carrie & Clarence   

  Wilson 

 

 
 

Yesterday, I Made New Friends from Across the USA! 
by Ley Diller 

 
As I approach my 80

th
 birthday, I‘ve thought about driving the 

16 miles to Castlewood with steadily increasing gas prices every 

other week instead of every week.  Yesterday (June 15), we had 

a most interesting and grateful group at Castlewood to use the 

library.  I brought some books from home for other Virginia 

counties, to assist them in researching their family tree.  They 

are descendents of Chesterfield county clerk, Parke Poindexter, 

who built Castlewood in 1817, and they came at the end of the 

Poindexter Family Reunion, held in Williamsburg this year.  

Twenty-one family members from Arkansas, California, 

Arizona, Iowa, Oregon, North and South Carolina, Wisconsin, 

and England had a wonderful experience exploring Castlewood 

and even going out into the neighborhood in search of the 

Poindexter family graveyard. 

Just three weeks ago, we welcomed 30-some members 

of the Lightfoot family to Castlewood on a weekend.  They 

ranged from age 4 to over 80 and spanned 4 generations.  This 

family is descended from ―free persons of color‖ as early as 

1833.  They were early residents of Bermuda Hundred.  

Amazingly, a Poindexter descendent informed me of their 

family connection to the Lightfoots!  These are the gems of 

research, obtained by sharing! 

My goal now is to establish who the original families 

were that settled in the different areas of Chesterfield county such 

as Clover Hill, Bermuda Hundred and Osbornes.  As I work 

towards this long-term goal in the library of the CHS and the 

Library of Virginia, I think about the thousands of hours of research 

I have put in and what enjoyment this researching has brought me! 

 

Editor’s Note:  Ley is currently working on the families who 

settled Fendley's Station, the area across from Beach Station.  

Predominant names would be Willson, Winfree, Vest, Perdue, 

Newby, Belcher (especially Reverend William), Blankenship, 

Brown, Cox, Fendley, Gill, Hancock, Horner, Jackson, Moore.  

If you are doing any work on these persons, bring your 

paperwork to the quarterly meeting. 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cemetery Committee 2
nd

 Quarter Report 

The Cemetery Committee continues to update and organize the 

interment card file and obituary collections as well as 

abstracting death certificates for Richmond City.  Rachel gave 

a Cemetery Committee presentation at Providence UMC on 

May 12, 2008.  On May 20, 2008 the Committee considered 

and named historically significant to Chesterfield County the 

following 2 cemeteries:  Wooldridge at Midlothian Mines Park 

(resting place of many members of the prominent mining 

family of Midlothian, and for whose homeplace the village of 

Midlothian is named) and the Cheatham Family Cemetery near 

the new Winterpock School.  This is the burial place of 

Blackman Cheatham who was a judge for the County of 

Chesterfield during 1852 and 1853.  Our digital picture project 

continues.  A project to plat the boundaries and interments at 

Moore‘s Cemetery in Chesterfield was organized by Rachel 

and will be undertaken by Eagle Scout candidate, Austin 

Gonzales.  Six members and 3 helpers gave a total of 602 hours 

during the 2
nd

 Quarter.   Respectfully Submitted, Rachel 

Lipowicz, Chairman. 

 

 

 

 
 

Membership Committee 2nd Quarter Report 

CHS membership stands at 563 members.  There are 12 new 

members this quarter.  During this quarter, committee members 

organized membership records.  In the upcoming quarter we 

will add 2 new levels of membership to our Society, Life 

Membership and Sustaining Membership.  The details of these 

changes will be explained in the October issue of The 

Messenger.  Membership at these levels, for those wishing to 

change, will begin in 2009.  Committee members, Rachel 

Lipowicz and Harold Himes contributed 6 hours this past 

quarter.   

 

CHS welcomes the following new members this quarter: Ms. 

Bonnie Buckner, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Dell‘Omo (Diane), Ms. 

Crystal Diaz, Ms. Pauline Pace, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Patrick 

(Joan), Ms. Bettie Tate, Ms. Mary Lou Moss Webber, Ms. 

Heather Weidner, Ms. Beverly Wilson, Mr. C. B. Wilson.  

Respectfully Submitted,  Rachel Lipowicz. 

 

 

Out On A Limb ~ 

 

The Chesterfield Historical Society library at Castlewood 

is open by appointment only on Wednesday evenings, 

from 7-9 p.m. Call 777-9663  

to schedule your visit.                   

                                          



   

                                          4 

Courthouse Green Timeline 
 

The Courthouse Green is a place you should take any family and 

friends who come to visit you.  It is rich in history and has 

numerous historic buildings and markers.  With this handy 

timeline, you can be an excellent tourguide!  The timeline is 

adapted from one I found on one of the Society‘s computers.   The 

author may have been the late Dan Weiskotten.  The major 

references are Lutz and O‘Dell, and some have been omitted for 

brevity. 

  
 

1749, May 11   Chesterfield County formed. 

 

1749, July 7  One of the first acts of incorporation was to authorize 

the building of a courthouse, prison and pillory.  The courthouse was 

to be of the same dimensions and materials as the Henrico 

Courthouse (at Varina) and the Prison and Pillory were to be made 

of wood.  John Booker was given the contract for building and the 

sum of £500 was bonded to complete the prison and pillory by the 

end of October (1749) and the courthouse by the October 1st of the 

next year (1750) (Lutz 1954:88-89, original record is in Chesterfield 

County order Book No. 1, 1749-1754, page 6). 

 

1770, September 6   Notice that a brick prison is to be built at 

Chesterfield Courthouse, and a plan is to be shown to those willing 

to undertake the project (Virginia Gazette September 6, 1770). 

 

1771, January 4   Joseph Anthony and William Webber, Baptist 

preachers from Goochland, were thrown in prison for 

―misbehaviour by itinerant preaching.‖  They were held in the 

prison for several weeks before being tried and they remained in 

the prison for three months.  During their confinement they 

preached twice a week through the windows of the prison to 

large congregations assembled to hear them  

 

1772 (before June)   Archibald Cary, a leading vestryman 

surrounded the prison with a high wall in order to prevent the 

ministers from preaching (Lutz 1954:98).  This wall was topped 

by broken glass and the followers would raise a handkerchief on 

a pole to signal for him to start preaching  

 

1772, June   Augustine Eastin was tried in the June term of the 

court for preaching without a license and was ordered to put up a 

good behavior bond of £50 (Lutz 1954:98). 

 

1773, January 28   A robber, named Benjamin Jones or Edward 

Davis was taken and committed to the jail of Chesterfield, ―but 

burnt the Prifon, and made his Efcape‖ (Virginia Gazette January 

28, 1773. 

 

1773, May 15   John Tanner and John Weatherford, Baptist 

Ministers, were arrested and gave bond for appearance at court in 

June.  Tanner did not remain in prison long, but Weatherford 

may have been in for five months.  It is reported that when 

Weatherford put his arms through the bars while preaching they 

were seriously slashed.  It is also reported that a 12-foot high 

fence of planks or bricks was built around the prison and a 

drummer was employed to beat during the services in order to 

prevent Weatherford from preaching (Lutz 1954:99). 

 

1773, August 6   Jeremiah Walker, a Baptist preacher, was 

imprisoned after a trial but the length of his term is not known 

(Lutz 1954:99) 

 

1773, October   John Weatherford released from prison.  Patrick 

Henry is reputed to have secured Weatherford‘s release (Lutz 

1954:99). 

 

1774, February 4   David Tinsley, a Baptist preacher, was jailed. 

(Lutz 1954:99).   He is released after being held for four months 

and 16 days. 

 

1771-1774   When one of the itinerant preachers held in the jail 

became sick, another Baptist preacher, Eleazar Clay, ―greased‖ 

the jailor‘s ―paw‖ and got a jug of wine to the sick fellow. 

 

1777, August 1   Notice that (a contract for) building a prison at 

Chesterfield County would be let to the lowest bidder on August 

1, Chesterfield court day, and a plan will be produced (Virginia 

Gazette July 18, 1777) 

 

1777, first Friday of September   Notice that the letting of (the 

contract for) building a prison for Chesterfield County, which 

was to have been let on August 1, 1777, is to be put off until the 

first Friday of September.  There are to be two prisons, one for 

the debtors, the other for the criminals, and a plan will be shown 

on the appointed day (Virginia Gazette August 15, 1777). 

 

1780, Spring, and August 7 to October   British Colonel Henry 

Hamilton, known as ―The Scalp Taker,‖ was held in the jail at 

Chesterfield.  He was at first bound in chains, then was sent to 

Williamsburg for two months, and then returned to Chesterfield.  

While in the later part of his being held in Chesterfield he 

received relatively liberal treatment and allowed ―to walk about 

the neighborhood.‖  

 

1780, Fall, to April 22, 1781  Chesterfield Courthouse area 

designated by Governor Thomas Jefferson as a Training Post and 

General Rendezvous for the reinforcement of all Continental 

armies south of Virginia.  Major General Peter Muhlenberg was 

the Continental Commander, but was replaced in December 5, 

1780 by Baron Friedrich Von Steuben.  During this period up to 

2,000 men were quartered there in barracks and log huts, a 

warehouse was built, the Courthouse was converted to a hospital, 

the two jails were used as storehouses, a warehouse and magazine 

were constructed, a tailor shop was set up, and cobblers were busy.  
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1781, April 27  British General William Phillips destroyed the 

encampment at Chesterfield Courthouse, burning all the 

buildings, including the Courthouse. 

 

1781, December 15  County representatives send a petition to the 

State‘s General Assembly to be allowed to rebuild the Courthouse 

and Jails at public expense because the Courthouse and Jails had 

been taken by order of the executive and converted into storehouses 

for public use and being so applied they were burned by the enemy 

(Manarin 1989:27, who notes that the original petition is filed in the 

Records of the General Assembly, Legislative Petitions, and are now 

to be found in the Library of Virginia). 

 

1803, May 11  W. LaPrade made a survey of the two acres of the 

Courthouse and another eight acres for the Prison Bounds located 

south of the Courthouse  

 

1805   Back wing added to the old Courthouse  

 

1814   A small oak sapling was planted in the northeast part of the 

Courthouse Green by Deputy County Clerk, Lawson Nunnally.  

 

1814, Spring   Jordan Martin was commissioned to make a 

survey of the Courthouse grounds and prepare a plat.  Granite 

stones were set at each corner.  The gallows were erected and the 

potters field, where the bodies of the criminals and paupers were 

laid in unmarked graves, were on the grounds surveyed (they do 

not show on the map).  Prison Bounds of eight acres was also 

surveyed to the south of the courthouse property. 

 

1828   The small brick Clerk‘s Office was built, replacing an earlier 

Clerk‘s Office on the same site (see 1814 map and description).  

 

1846   Thomas Ritchie Jr., influential editor of the Richmond 

Enquirer, was tried and acquitted at the Courthouse for killing 

John Hampdon Pleasance, editor of the Richmond Whig and the 

New Compiler, in a duel (O‘Dell 1983:374). 

 

1851-1852   John S. Wormley was tried at the Courthouse for 

killing Anthony T. Robiou.  Four thousand people are said to 

have gathered to watch the hanging of Wormley, a prominent 

planter (O‘Dell 1983:374). 

 

1864, May   Union General A.V. Kautz led a raiding party 

through Chesterfield to Midlothian but he only released the 

prisoners at the Courthouse and did no damage to the buildings 

(O‘Dell 1983:371, 383). 

 

1871-1876   The County Court was moved to Manchester. 

 

1889   A larger Clerk‘s Office was built.  

 

1892   The old stone jail, built in 1842, was demolished and 

much of the cut stone was used to build a new jail in the 

northeast corner of the Courthouse Green.  The recycling of the 

stone from the old building into the new explains why the stone 

marked ―W.M. 1842‖ can still be seen! 

 

1903   Civil War Monument dedicated.  The stones for the 

foundation of the monument were taken from the ruins of the old 

debtor‘s jail nearby [the 1842 Jail was made of granite, we do not 

yet know what the debtor‘s jail was made of] (National Register 

nomination).  The ruins of the granite jail are still seen in a 

photograph taken on September 3, 1903. 

 
 

1911   The Beattie Trial was held at the Courthouse. 

 

1916   Plans are made to demolish the old courthouse and build a 

larger and more modern one in its place.  This brought on one of 

the first recorded preservation movements in Virginia when 

people fought to save the old historic building (O‘Dell 1983:374, 

citing ―Courthouse is Famous in History‖ from Richmond 

Evening Journal, August 9, 1916). 

 

1917   The old Courthouse is demolished and a new one built in its 

place.  All that was saved from the old Courthouse were some 

granite blocks from the front steps, sandstone paving stones from 

the front porch, the stairs leading to the garret, and two wooden 

panels from the walls.  

 

1924   Monument of native Chesterfield granite is erected to the 

Baptist preachers who had been imprisoned (Lutz 1954:99). 

 

1958   White wooden benches are installed on the path to the 

1917 Courthouse.  The benches replaced simple wooden benches 

with no backs (Richmond News Leader Oct 10, 1958). 

 

1962   A new jail was built off the Courthouse Green and the old 

jail was converted for use by the Fire department. 

 

1976-1977    A reconstruction of the 1750 Courthouse (the 

Museum) was built.  

 

2005   The War Memorial Wall construction was completed.
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Consider Placing Your Home on the National 

Register of Historic Places 
 

It is a sad fact that properties with no official historical 

designation are subject to demolition by businesses, private 

owners, and even governments without ANY consideration of 

the historical value of the property.  Properties listed on the 

National Historic Register are not immune from such risks, but 

are probably likely to fare better than unlisted properties.  Once a 

home is placed in the path of development, it is often too late to 

bring up its history, unless it has already been carefully and 

officially documented.  There are many misunderstandings about 

the Register.  It is an honor that has been bestowed widely.  

Across the nation, over 80,000 properties are on it.  Our County 

has a couple of dozen of these.  But the vast majority of the 

County‘s hundreds of historic sites are not on it, even though 

many would likely be eligible.  Getting on the Register does not 

come from an invitation.  You have to apply for it.  Finally, just 

being on the Register does not impart any obligations on the 

owner to seek approval for alterations.  The Virginia Department 

of Historic Resources has an FAQ section on the subject on their 

website.  This article is a condensed version of what is found on 

their website. 

 

What are the benefits of registration? Registration is an honor 

bestowed on historic properties by the state and federal 

governments. It recognizes the historic value of a property and 

encourages present and future owners to continue to exercise 

good stewardship.  

 

Is registration expensive? No fees are charged for any part of 

the registration process.  

 

Will anyone be able to stop me if I want to alter or tear down 

my property once it’s registered? Not as a result of 

registration. Property owners who donate historic preservation 

easements, participate in the federal or state tax credit programs, 

or accept a federal or state rehabilitation grant must abide by 

certain restrictions on alterations or demolitions associated with 

those programs. Otherwise, only local building codes and permit 

requirements must be satisfied, as with any property. 

 

Some friends live in a historic district, and they tell me that 

they have to get permission from a board to repair their 

porch or paint their house. Will I have officials looking over 

my shoulder if I register my house? No. Only locally 

designated historic districts are subject to local zoning ordinances 

and procedures. Sometimes, a property or district may be listed at 

the national, state, and local levels but it is only the local 

designation that places restrictions on private owners. 

 

Do I have to open my property to the public if it is 

registered? No. Listing in the National Register of Historic 

Places or the Virginia Landmarks Register does not require that 

you open your house to the public. 

 

 

 

 

Book Review 
by Jean von Schilling 

 

Weaver, B. W. (2007). The Continental Training Depot and 

General Rendez-vous at   Chesterfield Courthouse, Virginia, 

1780-1781, with Rosters of Chesterfield County   Revolutionary 

War officers and troops, 1775-1783. Richmond: Dietz Press 

 

This booklet is a revised edition of Chesterfield historian Bettie 

Weaver‘s 1976 work. In her forward to the new edition, Ms. 

Weaver dedicated her work to the ―courageous and determined 

military officers and men who persevered at Chesterfield 

Courthouse in the mud, ice, and snow of that bleak winter before 

Yorktown and victory‖ (p. iv.)  

The purpose of the training depot at the Courthouse was 

to prepare troops to join General Nathanael Greene, who was in 

command of the American army in the South. In late 1780 there 

was a post at the Courthouse for training Continental soldiers 

under the command of  Baron von Steuben, and at his suggestion 

it was ―converted into the general rendez-vous for recruits for the 

entire state‖ (p. 1). (Steuben will be remembered for his success 

in training troops at Valley Forge.) The situation in Chesterfield 

was harsh, and the troops suffered. A tailor shop was set up to 

produce clothing, but it was weeks before the ragged troops were 

supplied the necessary items. 

In January 1784 traitor Benedict Arnold sailed up the 

James in an effort to stem the flow of men and materiel from 

Virginia to General Greene and the Southern Army. Steuben was 

not able to stop him, and the turncoat and his troops made it to 

Richmond, where they inflicted some damage. Fortunately, 

Arnold returned to Portsmouth for the winter. 

By February 1781, Steuben was able to send a 

detachment of men from Chesterfield Courthouse to Greene in 

North Carolina. Greene‘s successes in driving the British from 

the South were instrumental in the ultimate victory at Yorktown. 

Ms. Weaver included interesting details about Steuben 

and about persons and places in the county. Steuben remained in 

Chesterfield and was part of the resistance in April to the British 

invasion, which included destruction of buildings at the 

Courthouse. Fortunately, the clerk had removed the county 

records. The British were ordered to Petersburg ―to await 

Cornwallis‘ arrival in Virginia‖ (p. 26). Nothing remains of the 

―Chesterfield Continental military base. . . . Yet for a brief period 

the fate of the South and eventually of the new nation rested in 

the supreme effort made by cold, hungry, threadbare recruits, a 

persevering Governor [Jefferson], . . . and an aging Prussian 

baron at the . . . training depot and general rendez-vous at 

Chesterfield Courthouse . . .‖ (p. 27). 

The remaining pages of the book are devoted to lists of 

Chesterfield men who served in the Revolutionary War. These 

consist of a roster of militia officers, a list of state and 

Continental soldiers from the county, a list of Chesterfield 

natives who served on the Continental Line, a list of non-natives, 

and a list African-American Continental soldiers.  

Ms. Weaver‘s book is informative and a ―must read‖ for 

anyone interested in Chesterfield history or genealogy. It is well-

indexed, a real boon to researchers. 
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Know Your Quad 

The term ―quad‖ is used by 

the United States 

Geographical Survey 

(USGS) to divide up the 

United States into roughly 

equivalent regions.  Each 

region is a quadrangle with 

each side having a length of 

7.5 minutes of arc.  In the 

area of Chesterfield County, 

each quad is about 7 miles 

wide and 8.7 miles tall.  

Quads are important to 

historians because state and 

national inventories of 

historic resources are 

described using quads as a 

location.  For example, the 

area we might know as 

Moseley is largely in the 

Hallsboro quad.  The 

Bellwood area is in the 

Drewry‘s Bluff quad.  

Chesterfield County touches 

18 quads.  No single quad is 

wholly in the County, 

although Hallsboro, Beach, and Chesterfield come close.   I put 

together this map to help you familiarize with the quads of 

Chesterfield County.    

                                           

Getting Kicked Off of Bellona Arsenal and Other 

Fun Filled Days of an Intern 
by Crystal D. Diaz 

 

By the time this article will be published in the Messenger, I will 

be at Camp Kikmino, a Girls‘ Scout Camp, as a camp counselor 

without any air conditioning!  I‘ve had the privilege of being an 

intern for the Chesterfield Historical Society for part of my 

summer.  I took the initiative to contact the Society for an 

internship, and after playing e-mail tag with Diane Dallmeyer for 

a few weeks, I finally started on May 15, 2008, a day after I left 

school for the summer.  My last day was June 13, 2008, but I still 

have one day of internship hours to complete in August and I‘ve 

had so much fun that I think I may come back just to catch up 

and help out during my breaks.  Currently I am a senior at Mary 

Baldwin College, and my major is history with a minor in 

elementary education and leadership.  I hope to go into the Peace 

Corps after graduation. 

 

This internship has never been dull, and I‘ve always been kept 

busy.  My time went into physical labor, indexing books and 

vertical files.  I experienced the school tours at Magnolia Grange 

and was impressed by the artifacts there and at the Chesterfield 

Museum.  I‘m in complete shock that I didn‘t realize all this was 

here, and I‘ve lived in Chester since I was in middle school.  I‘ve 

also helped in the move of artifacts and of what some people 

referred to as props stored in the Cloverleaf Mall which is about 

to be torn down.  I also learned more about Chesterfield by going 

through books for days to type up an index and through 

newspaper articles I had to file.  I also had a great time with the 

field trips.  I was chased by horse flies as I toured the Eppington 

House.  I was able to admire the Bellona Arsenal and the houses 

of the prestigious before getting kicked off of private property in 

an almost polite way!  I was able to see mining areas and not get 

chased down by a black bear.  I had so much fun as an intern for 

the society and wish I had more time to spend at Castlewood and 

the other historical sites, but sadly I have to make money this 

summer and pay tuition.  I‘m glad to have spent time with some 

of you, and I wish you all well.  Photo: Our two interns this 

summer:  Crystal Diaz, Johnny Bailey (all the way on the right).  

Also in the photo is volunteer Ben Scudder and Mike Poarch and 

a County employee who helped with the museum move. .  
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Museum Collection Moved 
The Museum Collection Relocation Committee has completed its 

task of moving the collection from the mall to three new sites.  

The Committee was ably assisted by Bryan, Holly, a crew from 

County Buildings and Grounds, our interns, and volunteers.  I 

want to thank all the members of the committee and all who 

helped for a job well done.  The committee members are: Jean 

von Schilling, George "Buddy" Cranford, George Reynolds, Sam 

Tarry, and Mike Poarch.  
The Museum Collection Relocation Committee, having 

completed its task, has been dissolved.  The Society has formed a 

Museum Committee, a special committee under the bylaws, to 

oversee our museum collection.  Dr. Jean von Schilling is its 

chair.  Please welcome Jean to her new role.  New monetary 

donations and volunteers to the committee are also most 

welcome.  Donations of artifacts will be carefully considered, but 

only the most select items can be accepted. 

The Society is paying for two storage rooms at Bermuda 

Storage on Route 1 in Chester.  The County is providing a 

storage room, as well, at no charge, near the museum on the 

Courthouse Green.  

Thank you, Holly, for 

arranging for the much 

needed space. 

The storage 

space is ample, and will 

allow the Society to 

continue to expand its 

collection as donations of 

select artifacts meeting 

our collection needs 

become available.  The 

cost to maintain the 

storage and insurance for 

our museum is about 

$5000 per year.  These 

are the largest expenses 

the Society incurs yearly.  

So we need monetary 

donations!  Working with 

the collection can also be 

fun and very rewarding.  

It is a hands-on way to contribute to preservation of history for 

present and future generations.  Come join the team! 

 

Recent Donations & Acquisitions to Our Library 
(Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Library Committee) 

 

Our Library collection of books, research notes, photos, maps, 

newspaper clippings, yearbooks, brochures and other 

printed/digitized items grew during this past quarter through the 

addition of the following: 

 

Genealogical research papers on the MARTIN family, donated 

by Ronald Cannon. 

 

The Virginia Carys, an Essay in Genealogy, donated by Jean von Schilling.  

 

Powhatan’s Mantle; Indians in the Colonial Southeast, by Gregory 

A. Waselkov, Peter H. Wood & Tom Hatley, (purchased). 

 

Powhatan Lords of Life and Death; Command and Consent in Seventeenth-

Century Virginia, by Margaret Holmes Williamson, (purchased). 

 

Reproductions of three original Tobacco Inspector Licenses 

(signed by Thomas Jefferson), from the Museum Collection of 

the Chesterfield Historical Society.  

 

CD PowerPoint presentation entitled, Appomattox River Park in Dinwiddie 

County, VA, by Larry Holt & Jerry Pond, donated by Larry Holt. 

 

Copies of five Pension Applications for Servants who served the 

Confederate States Government (1924-1925). 

 

Migrants Against Slavery, Virginians & the Nation, by Philip J. 

Schwartz, (purchased). 

 

America’s 400
th

 Anniversary, the Journey that Changed the 

World, official commemorative publication received through the 

Chesterfield Heritage Alliance. 

 

Businesses, Manufacturers, Merchants & Tradesman Financial 

Condition for Chesterfield & Clarke Counties, VA, (1928), (purchased). 

 

The Great Match Race, when North met South in America’s First 

Sports Spectacular, by John Eisenberg, (purchased). 

 

Cemetery and Related Articles, Volumes I & II, compiled by the 

Society‘s Cemetery Committee, and indexed by Nancy Parker. 

 

Samuel Bugg, his wife Deborah Sherwood and their Descendants, 

by Charles O. Bugg, Jr., donated by Angie Wilderman. 

 

A Baptist Church for Chester, the History of Chester Baptist 

Church (1905-2005), compiled by Mary Arline McGuire, 

donated by Arline McGuire. 

 

With deep appreciation, we received the following donation from 

Society member Pattie Grady: 

 

Photographic History of the Civil War, Vicksburg to 

Appomattox, by William C. Davis & Bell I. Wiley 

 

The Official Virginia Civil War Battlefield Guide, by John S. Salmon 

 

“The Defense of Drewry’s Bluff,‖ by G.T. Beauregard from 

Battles and Leaders of the Civil War 

 

“Civilian Life; A World Turned Upside-Down” from The History 

and Battlefields of the Civil War, by John Bowen 

 

The History of the Confederacy 1832-1865, by Clifford Dowdey 

 

In Search of Confederate Ancestors; The Guide, by J. H. Segars. 

 

American Heritage Battle Maps of the Civil War, by Richard O‘Shea. 

 

Please think of the Society Library at Castlewood when doing 

your research or when you decide to ―clean out‖ your attic! 

Thank you.
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“Old Soldiers Home”  by Ruth Snead 

 

The rapidly deteriorating home at 2715 Broad Rock Blvd., 

Richmond, Va., corner of Broad Rock Blvd and Haworth Road, 

Richmond, Virginia near McGuire Veterans Hospital, had 

previously been home to Confederate Veterans from 1885 to the 

death of the last Confederate Veteran in 1941. The old soldiers 

cottage, was moved in 1936 to Chesterfield County, Manchester 

District, British Farm Camp Subdivision by Ernest Cheatham 

Meyers and his wife, Camilla Woodcock Meyers from The Old 

Soldiers Home at Boulevard. (originally Clover) and Grove Ave, 

(Grove Rd.) Richmond, Virginia.  The subdivision was called the 

British Farm Camp due to the 1781 British raiding party in 

Chesterfield County, which bivouacked in the area.  According 

to legend, the presence of Scotch Broom in Chesterfield County 

is due to the seeds of the plant in the forage which the British had 

brought with them to feed the cavalry and draft animals. The 

subdivision was later annexed by the City of Richmond.   

 

The Old Soldiers Cottage was rebuilt piece by piece using as 

much of the old 

doors, stairway, 

windows and lots of 

the old woodwork.  

Mrs. Camilla 

Meyers paid $60.00 

for the house.   

Milton Burke, 

nephew of Camilla 

Meyers, lived 

nearby the Old 

Soldiers Home. He 

heard of the plans to 

tear down the cottage and called his Aunt Camilla Myers.  She 

asked him to immediately go to one of the neighbors and borrow 

the money to purchase the Cottage, which he did.  The Cottage 

originally had fireplaces in each room but now has only one in 

the living room and one staircase instead of two. (photo courtesy 

of VA DHR) 

 

The cottage was one of the several cottages which housed the old 

soldiers.  Entering from Grove Ave., the cottages were located on a 

circular drive aligned with the Chapel.  Names of the cottages 

were:  Bosher Cottage, Son of Confederate Veterans Cottage, Gen. 

Pickett Camp Cottage, Gen. ―Extra Billy‖ Smith Cottage, 

Stonewall Cottage, Downey Cottage, Union Cottage, Virginia 

Cottage, Appleton (New York) Cottage, Mosby Cottage and J.E.B. 

Stuart Cottage.  Donations were made to the Cottages by Lewis 

Ginter, Mark Downey, W.W. Cochran, A.G. Babcock, W. H. 

Appleton of New York and the children of ex-Governor William 

Smith.  On April 18 1883, a group of seven Confederate Veterans 

organized the Robert E. Lee Camp, # 1, Confederate Veterans 

Home.  They had discovered that a growing number of fellow 

veterans unable to support themselves were living in poverty, often 

in almshouses in Richmond. The camp would serve the honorable 

Confederate Soldiers who volunteered or were conscripted by the 

Virginia General Assembly and were disabled by the wounds and 

disease while serving in the defense of the State of Virginia. The 

Camp was chartered on March 13, 1884 with addresses made by 

Major Norman V. Randolph and Captain W. G. McCabe.  The 

prayer was given by Dr. Moses D. Hoge.   

 

Within two years the Camp had raised enough funds to acquire a 

site.   The patriotic ladies of Richmond in a three-week bazaar 

raised $24,000.   Robert I. Fleming of Washington donated 

$2,500.00 and donations were given by Confederate Veterans in 

Washington, D.C.  The GAR Veterans Post in Newark, NJ was 

the first to make contributions to the home; it sent one hundred 

dollars in gold in the early 1880s.  Shortly thereafter General 

Ulysses S. Grant sent a check for five hundred dollars. The 

former commander of the Armies of the Union wrote to the 

Committee ―for all the brave men who needed a home and rest 

from cares.‖  

 

The Confederate Veterans Home, Robert E. Lee Camp No.1, 

purchased a 36-acre tract of farmland called The Grove, bordering 

the Boulevard, Grove Ave, Sheppard, and Kensington Avenue. 

Channing Robinson had owned the land.   The Italianate brick 

house embellished with Victorian details located on the farm had 

been built in the mid-1800s.  The house was named Fleming Hall 

and remodeled into the Robert E. Lee Camp Headquarters, 

Administrative Buildings and Museum for Civil War relics, which 

displayed Stonewall Jackson‘s stuffed horse, Little Sorrel. A third 

story was added about 1885.  The cannon used in Fort Sumter's 

defense stood guard over a lawn shaded by oak and sycamore 

trees. By 1895, there was a mess hall, hospital, laundry, boiler 

house, kitchen, recreation center, print shop, storage building, 

workshop, and chicken house.  The camp had established a semi-

military routine of drill, mess, and inspections.  Room and board 

were furnished as well as uniforms.  The veterans were instructed 

to ―bathe and wash himself thoroughly at least once a week if his 

condition will permit it.‖  

 

The cottage porches and the benches under the shade of the trees 

were an admirable locale for the recounting of one‘s heroic exploits 

during the War or deeds of derring-do attributable to others.  A 

typical stretcher was the yarn related by one hardened warrior, 

reputedly from the state of South Carolina.  ‗When we was blowed 

up at the Crater‘ said he ‗me and my men was th‘owed up in the air.  

As we went up, we met our Captain a-comin‘ down, and as he went 

by he hollered, ‗Rally boys when you hit the ground!‘‖   

 

The Veterans were an integral part of the social fabric of 

Richmond and were always sought out for events.  The United 

Daughters of the Confederacy held ice cream socials, dinners and 

balls for the Veterans.  The children looked forward to visits to 

the Old Soldiers Home and seeing Little Sorrell in the museum.  

The old soldiers would give the children treats of candies and tell 

them stories of General Lee and Stonewall Jackson.   

 

Things began to change in the 1890‘s as the state became more 

and more involved in camp operations.  The veterans could not 

sustain the camp solely on private funds.  The General Assembly 

passed a measure appropriating $120 a year in 1886.  By 1892 the 

figure had been upped to an annual state contribution of $30,000 

per year.  It was at this point the state added the provision that the 

land be deeded to the state at the death of the last camp resident.  

The states contribution continued to climb, in 1918, at the camps 

peak use, it reached $90,000.  Private donations had all but dried 

up and by that time the state had supplied more than 80% of all the 

money spent on the camps and its maintenance.  The City 

maintained the streets and guttering around the home and made 
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available free water and gas until 1924, then opted for a $1,200 

donation.  Even with this help the Board turned to drastic measures 

to raise money.  They allowed a Tobacco salesman to use the 

Camps name on his brand for a 2 cent royalty per pound.  They 

made the same deal with a soap company for $500 cash and 

royalties of 10 cents per box.  They even authorized the sale of 

watches and other articles belonging to deceased veterans. 

 

The Camp made available land for a Home for Needy Confederate 

Women.  Approval was also given in 1910 for the Confederate 

Memorial Institute.  Known as the Battle Abby, now renamed the 

Virginia Historical Society.  The institute was made possible by a 

$100,000 donation from Charles Broadway Rouss, a Confederate 

veteran.  The donation was to be matched with small donations to house 

the portraits and records of the Civil War.  The cornerstone was laid in 

1912 and the building was formally dedicated in 1921. 

 

As early as 1899 the Board of Visitors at the Camp noted that ―the 

home is fast becoming a large hospital‖. By 1920 the State Board of 

Charities and Corrections had threatened to close the camp, finding 

conditions no better than those at the State Almshouse.  John 

Garland Pollard, Governor of Virginia, and supporters of the 

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts had set their sites on the property at 

Boulevard and Grove.  Pollard attended a June 1933 meeting at the 

Camp to plead with the Veterans for permission to build a museum 

on their land, there were only 49 veterans living at the camp and 25 

were in the hospital.  The survivors were in their 80‘s and 90‘s. 

 

Peter J. White, Commander of the camp wanted the property to be 

turned into a Lee Camp Memorial Park.  The Robert E. Lee Camp 

voted to set apart one corner of the property to the Virginia 

Museum of Fine Arts in exchange for assurance the remainder of 

the property would be preserved as a Confederate Memorial Park. 

 

The ―Old Soldiers‖ home closed in 1941, upon the death of the 

last Confederate Veteran, Sergeant John Wesley (Jack) Blizzard.  

Sergeant Blizzard died January 29, 1941 at age 98.  He was a 

courier for Stonewall Jackson delivering messages between 

General Jackson and General Robert E. Lee.  After the battle of 

Chancellorsville he was galloping away from Jackson carrying 

an order, not knowing at the moment a burst of gunfire which he 

heard had felled his leader.  He was also at the Battle of Cold 

Harbor and at Second Manassas had his horse shot from under 

him.  His remaining comrade, John H. Shaw, who had served 

with J.E.B. Stuart, had died two months earlier on November 14, 

1940 at the age of 105 years.  

 

The days had passed quietly and peacefully for the old soldiers, 

but occasionally Shaw and Sergeant Jack would show flashes of 

the fighting spirit of the ―Sixties‖, half in fun and half in earnest 

they would square off with their canes and stage an impromptu 

fencing-clubbing match.  On the night Shaw passed away in his 

sleep, he was heard saying he was ―ready to fight the whole 

damn Yankee Army again‖.   

 

The Chapel is the sole remaining war memorial of the 

Confederate War Dead and the ―Old Soldiers‖ who lived in the 

Camp.  Funerals for more than 1,700 Confederate Veterans have 

been held in the Chapel.  The non-denominational Chapel was 

constructed by Confederate veteran, Joseph F. Wingfield, with 

timber cut different widths from the Robert E. Lee Camp‘s 

property with a stream saw.  The Chapel was dedicated on 

Sunday afternoon, May 8, 1887.  

 

The Veterans inscribed in gold gilt lettering on the Chapel 

Chancel Arch, “IN MEMORY OF THE CONFEDERATE 

DEAD- IN THIS PLACE I WILL GIVE THEE PEACE –

SAITH THE LORD OF HOST” 

 

Chesterfield County Schools 
by Diane Dallmeyer 

 

Chesterfield County Schools, rated among the top school districts 

in the nation, educate over 58,000 students each year.  Comprised 

of 62 schools and forming one of the 100 largest school systems in 

the country, Chesterfield schools also have a rich and interesting 

heritage, as reflected by their names.  Looking at some of the 

school names in Chesterfield not only teaches us about some of 

our prominent citizens, it also allows us a snapshot in time, 

revealing some of what was happening in the County when a 

particular school was built.  Although some schools, such as 

Crestwood and Evergreen, proved elusive for name-research, 

others like James River and Enon are self-evident.  The following 

information, from the library and files of the Chesterfield 

Historical Society, allows us to learn more about our County and 

its 20th Century past. 

 

Bellwood-named for a Canadian agriculturalist who moved to 

Virginia in pursuit of a Southern climate.  The school was 

undoubtedly named after the Bellwood mansion, which stands beside 

Jeff Davis Highway within the DGSC compound.  Built around 1800, 

this mansion had various other names prior to its purchase by the 

Bellwood family in 1888.  Interestingly, Richard Gregory, who built 

Bellwood Plantation home, owned a thousand acres of land and was 

one of the wealthiest men in Chesterfield County in the 19
th
 century.  

His granddaughter, Lavinia, married Major Augustus Drewry, to 

whom the home was conveyed in 1847.  President Jeff Davis met with 

Confederate officers on May 12, 1864 at Bellwood to plan the military 

action at Drewry‘s Bluff that kept Federal forces led by General 

Benjamin Butler at bay for several months. 

 

Bensley- ―New….Beautiful….Healthful! Modern Suburb with 

modern conveniences,‖ reads the headline of the ad in the Richmond 

News Leader for Saturday, August 14, 1909.  Messrs. A. W. 

Bensley and R.C. Bensley, who also owned the lumber mill next 

door that furnished the building materials, were selling already-built 

homes on 2-4 acre lots.  The Village of Bensley was started in 1888 

when A. W., from Hamilton, Ontario, bought a plantation of 430 

acres, called Chester Hill.  The Bensley brothers developed the 

acreage surrounding the plantation home into Bensley Village, 

Chesterfield‘s first planned community.  Notable historic features of 

the Bensley community are the Falling Creek Ironworks and the 

Wayside Park, Virginia‘s first State Wayside, where the famous 

double-arched bridge was once part of the Manchester-Petersburg 

Turnpike.  Regrettably, the remnants of the bridge were lost during 

Hurricane Gaston, although efforts to rebuild it are on-going. 

 

Beulah-Beulah United Methodist Church has a directory with this 

notation, written by Reverend Raymond Turner, senior minister: 

―Beulah Church drew its name from the Bible (Isaiah 62:4).  And 

the Beulah Community drew its name from the church.  And thus 
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it is that, today, no one can travel far without encountering, in the 

name of this or that institution, organization, or location, a visible 

reminder of God‘s promise to His faithful: Beulah….oneness with 

…God.‖  The Beulah area is the junction of Hopkins and Beulah 

Roads in the northeastern part of Chesterfield  

 

Bon Air-French for ―good air,‖ this Victorian resort town was 

popular in the late 1800‘s. Before it was incorporated into the 

resort town, the area had been called ―Brown‘s Summit,‖ after 

landowner John Brown, who started the Jahnke Road farm.  

Commuters by train from downtown Richmond frequented this 

popular destination. 

 

Chalkley-H. L. Chalkley was the name of the Chairman of the 

Chesterfield Board of Supervisors, serving for 28 years prior to 

1947.  The 1880 Census Map of Chesterfield shows a Chalkley 

family homesite in the location of the current elementary school.  

Which of these Chalkley‘s the school was named for is not clear. 

 

Marguerite Christian-This Supervisor of Elementary Education 

brought Project Head Start to Chesterfield County in 1966.  The 

program, serving preschool children from low-income families, 

had been used and discontinued at a school in Midlothian.  A 

group of teachers, ministers, and parents met with a Washington 

DC representative of the Head Start program who encouraged 

them to apply for a grant.  The deadline for the application was 

the next Monday!  Working all weekend, this group prepared the 

application, typed by Mrs. Christian, and hand postmarked by the 

Post Office late Sunday evening.  The result was a $20,000 grant, 

which enabled the program to be restarted in a local church.  

When the new Superintendent of Schools visited the program in 

its church home, he ordered that it be moved back across the 

street to its original school in Midlothian! 

 

Clover Hill-named for the home in the Winterpock community 

that was built around 1775 and renamed for the rampant growth 

of clover by owner Mrs. Martha Reid Cox around 1834. 

 

Crenshaw-Thelma Crenshaw was a Richmonder, graduate of 

John Marshall High School and James Madison University.  She 

retired in 1967 after 42 years of service to Chesterfield County 

Schools.  Ms. Crenshaw died in 1994. 

 

Curtis-The C.E. Curtis Elementary School was named in honor 

of Clarence E. Curtis Sr., former chairman of Chesterfield 

County School Board, and built in 1959.  Interestingly, the 

completion of this school marked the end of an uncertain and 

contentious period in the history of Chesterfield‘s school system.  

The late 1950‘s brought a population boom to Chesterfield, with 

an expanding school-age population.  The School Board was 

faced with the dilemma of how to serve these children.  Thirteen 

hundred new students entered school in September of 1956 in 

Chesterfield.  They 

couldn‘t find enough 

spaces to hold them and 

rooms in churches, 

community centers, and 

private clubs were rented.  

Some children attending in 

name-only a particular school couldn‘t even tell you the school‘s 

name, as they had never actually entered the building and many 

were in the official school building only for a homeroom period, 

before being bussed elsewhere.  In response to this urgent 

situation, the Board voted in 1957 to build five new schools and 

to add on to 11 others. 

     In the meanwhile, the Supreme Court was hearing Brown v. 

the Board of Education and Chesterfield‘s School Board as well 

as its legislators, was watching to see how the desegregation 

mandate would affect the County and whether money raised in 

bond issues would be made available to all schools, or just those 

not integrated.  Several groups proposed solutions to the 

overcrowding situation and the School Bond issue of 1956 

became the first bond issue to be voted down by the voters.  

Construction was ―on hold,‖ teachers were unsure of their status, 

and citizens pondered how to get their children educated.  

Schools went to second-shifts and the Board faced a shortage of 

127 classrooms!  Four years after the prior bond issue, bids put 

out for school construction were coming in much higher than the 

amount the bonds had raised.  The School Board asked the Board 

of Supervisors for deficit financing; the BOS turned them down.  

Finally the citizens of Chesterfield took matters into their own 

hands and formed a coalition called ―Better Schools for 

Chesterfield.‖  Their platform was a new bond referendum.  The 

School Board and Board of Supervisors endorsed it and 

$4,500,000 was approved.  Curtis, Hening, Southampton, and 

Harrowgate Elementaries were opened in 1959. 

 

Bailey Bridge-James Bailey came to Virginia sometime before 

1736 and settled in Chesterfield County.  Although there is no 

record of his having owned land, he had several sons who did.  A 

look at the census map of 1880 shows the name Bailey in several 

locations, from the Skinquarter area over to where the present 

day Bailey Bridge school is located.   It can be inferred that 

Bailey‘s Bridge was a bridge over Swift Creek.  

 

Carver (now Middle)  This school, of course, is named for 

George Washington Carver, the famous African American 

scientist who discovered over 300 uses for the peanut, and many 

for sweet 

potatoes. The first 

Carver High 

School was 

opened in 1948, 

as Chesterfield‘s 

only high school 

for black students, and the first school named for an African 

American.  It was a merger of D. Webster Davis and Hickory Hill 

High.  It closed in 1970, when County schools became integrated. 

It is currently Chesterfield Community High School.   The middle 

school in Chester is now named Carver. 

 

Chester-Originally a stop along the Richmond-Petersburg 

Railroad line, Chester was also the location of an important Civil 

War military action 

known as the Battle of 

Chester Station.  Early in 

the 20
th

 century, the first 

bank in the county south 

of Manchester opened 

here, as did the first high school in Chesterfield.  A three-story 

brick building, home to elementary through high school students 

was built in 1908.  This school was on the same site as the 
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current Chester Middle School.  Agriculture and home economic 

classes were featured in this school, which drew students from as 

far away as Suffolk!  

 

Falling Creek-Virginia‘s first industrial community was begun 

here by John Berkeley in 1621.  He and his crew were sent from 

the Virginia Company to develop the iron works at Falling 

Creek, between the James River and what became the Petersburg 

Turnpike.  A perfect location, ―as if nature had applied herself to 

the wish and direction of the workmen,‖ wrote George Sandys.  

Sadly, the Indian massacre of March 22, 1622 put an unexpected 

end to this endeavor.  Falling Creek runs from the James River in 

the East, just north of Drewry‘s Bluff, to the 

Salisbury/Midlothian area in the northwestern part of the County. 

 

Manchester-Chesterfield‘s major town and the tenth largest city in 

Virginia was incorporated in 1769 with the name of Manchester.  

The Indians had called the area ―Manastoh,‖ and the English 

renamed it Rocky Ridge.  The area quickly became a major shipping 

area as the closest river point for the coalfields in Midlothian.  

Manchester was annexed into the city of Richmond in 1910. 

 

Matoaca- Matoaca was the Indian name of the daughter of 

Powhatan whose more formal name was Pocahontas.  The village 

of Matoaca was established around 1833, when the Providence 

Manufacturing 

Company was 

chartered to mill 

cotton, hemp, wool, 

and flax.  This 

village, located 

strategically at the fall line of the Appomattox River, was home 

to a thriving mill community in the early 19
th

 century. 

 

Midlothian-Midlothian is named for an area in Southern 

Scotland, which also has East Lothian and West Lothian 

settlements.  Sir Walter Scott was a famous resident of 

Midlothian, Scotland.  Midlothian, VA, is the site of the first 

coalmines in America. 

 

Robious-Named for Anthony Robiou, who lived in the Belgrade 

home that we now know as Ruth‘s Chris Steak House.  In one of 

Chesterfield‘s best-known scandals, Anthony Robiou was murdered 

by his father-in-law, John Wormley in 1851, for his alleged abuse of 

Robiou‘s much-younger wife and the Wormley family name. 

 

Salem Church.  Named after Salem Baptist Church, which is 

situated near the intersection of Centralia and Salem Church 

Roads.  The church was built prior to 1800 and is one of the 

oldest standing churches in the county. 

 

Swift Creek-the original Swift Creek School was a typical early 

twentieth century 2 room schoolhouse.  It operated until the early 

1930s with two teachers, one of whom acted as principal, 

keeping the school records.  Although there are two other Swift 

Creek schools today, elementary and middle, the original 

building still stands on the north side of Hull Street, and 

functions as an insurance office building.  Named after the Creek 

that runs through the entire county, the name was shared in the 

early 19
th

 century by Swift Creek Village, a small mining village 

located a mile below Branders Bridge. 

 

L. C. Bird was a Virginia State Senator. He was born in Highland 

County in 1894 and died in 1978.  A teacher at what is now the 

Medical College of VA, he was also a businessman with a 

company that 

provided laboratory 

apparatus, chemicals 

and other products for 

scientific education.  

From 1952-53, Bird 

was the president of the Virginia Academy of Science, and he was 

elected in 1972 as a "Fellow of the Virginia Academy of Science". 

 

Monacan-an agricultural tribe of the Sioux, these Native 

Americans migrated to Virginia from the Midwest to escape the 

Iroquois.  Eight to ten thousand of them were in northern 

Chesterfield to welcome the English settlers.  They are believed 

to have been instrumental in persuading Chief Powhatan to allow 

the survival of Jamestown because they were the major supplier 

of the Powhatan‘s copper. 

 

Thomas Dale—an English army man knighted in 1606, sent by 

the VA Company to act as Deputy Governor or Marshall of 

Virginia in 1611.  Establishing Bermuda Hundred and Henricus, 

he was a rigorous taskmaster and is credited for the success of the 

2
nd

 permanent settlement in America.  Few know that he went on 

in 1614 to the Eastern Shore to establish a salt work and secure a 

supply of fish for the colonists.  He returned to England in 1616 

and died in 1619 of a fever contracted while in the East Indies.  

 

Bettie Weaver-Bettie Woodson Weaver is a former 

schoolteacher who has written several works focused on local 

history and natural resources in central Virginia, including a local 

history textbook used in Chesterfield County schools. Her latest 

work is "―The Continental Training Depot and General Rendez-

Vous at Chesterfield Courthouse, Virginia (1780-1781) with 

rosters of Chesterfield County Revolutionary War Officers and 

Troops from 1775-1783."  (Available in the museum shop at 

Magnolia Grange plantation house.) 

 

As most amateur historians know, there is much more to the 

story!  Chesterfield had four types of schools in the colonial 

period.  The private plantation school, the community school, the 

free school, and the apprenticeship system all gave residents 

several educational options.  Many tiny rural schoolhouses were 

in use until the twentieth century and several still stand today.  

Now home to a community college, private and public schools, 

alternate-learning environments, homeschools, and other 

educational enterprises, our exemplary county school system is a 

reflection of the richness of our county‘s history.  

CHS 2
nd

 Annual Golf Classic at the Highlands 

Monday, October 6, 2008 

Shotgun start at 1:00 pm 

Dinner in the dining room at 6:00 

Advertise your company or be a ―Friend of 

CHS‖ by sponsoring a hole.  Call the office at 

777-9663 for complete details.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Senate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Academy_of_Science
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1972
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Academy_of_Science
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William Ransom Johnson and Horse 

Racing in Chesterfield County 
By Pegram Johnson 

 

Thoroughbred racing has been a primary form of entertainment 

since the first thoroughbreds were imported into Virginia in the 

seventeenth century. The popularity of such racing continues into 

our own time with the avidly followed Triple Crown Races every 

spring, to the advent of pari-mutuel betting at Colonial Downs. Even 

though we have the National Sporting Library in Middleburg, 

steeplechase and fox hunting in the so-called Virginia horse country, 

the Gold Cup in Warrenton and the Deep Run races near Richmond, 

we offer very little evidence of the historic involvement of 

Virginians with horses at significant sites. Oakland on the 

Appomattox is one such historic site, though the manor house 

burned c. the 1930s. The recent erection of a Virginia Historic 

Marker honoring Col. Johnson retrieves for Chesterfield something 

of this era of our history. The tornado that hit Winterpock several 

years ago obliterated what little there was left and broke into several 

pieces the marble table top tomb in memory of Col. Johnson 

 

A study will soon be published by the University of Virginia 

Press entitled The Horse in Virginia by Julie Campbell, former 

editor of Virginia Cavalcade, which clearly documents this 

equine history. Paul Mellon, the great benefactor and 

thoroughbred horse enthusiast, presented much material on 

racing in terms of portrait and texts to the Virginia Museum of 

Fine Arts and the Virginia Historical Society as well as the 

National Sporting Library in Middleburg and the sporting library 

at Yale University. Such objects include the moving statue in 

front of the Virginia Historical Society of a battle-scarred horse 

returning from the Civil War. 

 

It has been evident since racing escalated in the early nineteenth 

that no sportsman was more instrumental to racing in Virginia as 

well as a nationally significant figure than William Ransom 

Johnson, known by many of his contemporaries as the Napoleon 

of the Turf. As recently as 2006 John Eisenberg published The 

Great Match Race: 

When North Met South 

in America= Sports 

Spectacle.  [now 

available in our 

library] Johnson led 

the Southern forces 

with  Henry, the 

Southern horse in the 

contest. Johnson was 

born in Warrenton, 

North Carolina, into a 

racing family and had 

an early love of horses 

and match races.  

 

After living in 

Petersburg near the 

famous Newmarket 

Course east of the 

town on the Appomattox, he moved to Oakland plantation on 

River Road in Chesterfield County when he married Polly Evans. 

Evans= father, Dr. George Evans, was a physician who had been 

rewarded for his service during the Revolutionary War with a 

tract of land in Chesterfield County. George Evans was also a 

racing enthusiast. The name Oakland is still preserved in the 

name of the Oakland Hunt Club. Otherwise, imminent 

development threatens the whole site. 

 

 Johnson also had political concerns, serving alternatively as 

delegate and representative as a Whig in the Virginia General 

Assembly from the 1820s to 1837. He also served at an early age 

in the North Carolina legislature representing Warren County. At 

Oakland a two-mile straight track served as a training ground 

with the large home generally filled with racing folk. He and his 

wife, Mary Polly Evans, were known for their hospitality. Upon 

entering the property they were greeted by a sign proclaiming 

There is nothing so good for the inside of a man as the outside of 

a horse.  One of Johnson‘s widely quoted bon mots held that 

Twixt the saddle and the ground, the sinner has salvation found.  

  

Johnson‘s move to Chesterfield also gave him access not only to 

the Newmarket Course but also to Broad Rock Course in 

northeastern Chesterfield, and Tree Hill east of Richmond. 

Among the famous racehorses owned by Johnson were Sir 

Archy, Henry, Pacelot, Star, Boston, American Eclipse, Revenue, 

Lafayette, Henry, Trifle, Monsiur Tonson, Bonnets o‘Blue, and 

Flirtilla. A complete list has never been compiled. He both bred 

horses and trained them for other notables such as John Randolph 

of Roanoke, Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson and Wade Hampton 

II.  Horsemen came from up and down the East Coast and from 

the developing horse country in Kentucky and Tennessee to 

consult with Johnson. His national significance was established 

in the fact that he was often relied upon to take charge of the 

horses of others, most notably in the Great North-South Races. 

American presidents, governors and innumerable ordinary 

citizens attended these match races.  

 

Johnson was known as a formidable strategist and astute judge of 

a horse‘s unrealized potential. He often bought the winning horse 

from the owner, and of him it was said that he was never so 

dangerous as in defeat. At any given time he had about thirty 

horses in training from which he would take five or six to the 

course where he often kept his own stable and raced the one he 

determined to be the best. This is imaginatively documented in 

the Eisenberg book referred to earlier. At one time Johnson 

owned many of the plantations adjacent to Oakland along the 

Appomattox River as well as land in New Jersey, Kentucky and 

Texas. At the end of his life he was also speculating in land in 

Texas for railroading. He eventually lost much of what he had 

attained, though he still had a respectable estate by contemporary 

standards of wealth. 

 

The Great North-South races were a test not only of a horse‘s 

ability but of regional pride as well. Johnson was generally the 

strategist for the contest and only lost two significant ones, that 

between American Eclipse and Henry and Fashion vs. Boston. 

Several of these contests were immortalized by Currier 

engravings. Eisenberg credits the American Eclipse-Fashion 

contest with being the first great sporting event of national 

interest. The regional pride was but a precursor to the greatest 

North vs. South contest, the Civil War.    
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History of Pinifer Park 

  
Pinifer Park, located at 3200 Old Gun Road in Midlothian, has 

recently been offered for sale.  The sales brochure includes a nice 

history of the historic home and grounds.  I contacted the owners 

and received permission to include the history in the Messenger.  

If you are interested in the property, please contact the realtors 

Jim and Fran Brooks at 804-2888-5000. 

 

The Property is Purchased: The property was owned by a 

farmer who came to Virginia from Kansas to farm, probably at 

the urging of his wife. He didn‘t like it at all, so he sold the farm, 

the livestock and all the farm equipment to Grandfather 

sometime before 1909. There was a small brick house on the 

property, presumably where the farmer and his family had lived.  

 

The House Was Built: From about 1905 to 1910, Grandfather 

and Grandmother (Edwin C Laird and Mary Meade Burwell 

Laird) lived in a rented house on Park Avenue in Richmond. At 

some point before 1909, Grandfather bought the 238-acre Pinifer 

Park Property. Grandfather hired the same architect that had built 

his company‘s office building to design a house for Pinifer Park. 

He described to the architect a hunting lodge in New England he 

visited each year with a business associate to go hunting and 

asked the architect to design something like it. In 1909, a 

contractor was hired and construction begun. One day while the 

roof was being put on, the contractor went up on the roof and fell 

all the way to the basement and was killed. Work stopped until 

another contractor who would risk it was hired. Many contractors 

and Grandfather were very concerned that someone had died. 

Eventually the house was completed and they finally moved into 

it in the May of 1910.  

 

Built as a Summer House: The house was originally built as a 

summerhouse, without a furnace or insulation. The house had 7 

fireplaces, one in every room except the maid‘s room over the 

kitchen and included the large fireplace in the Main Hall. 

Grandmother and the children would move out to Pinifer Park for 

the summer and moved back into the Park Avenue house for the 

winter. Most of the furniture was wicker and the beds were iron 

beds, typical of summer homes of that era, except for 

Grandfather‘s and Grandmother‘s room which was beautifully 

furnished with light- colored wood furniture—no iron beds for 

them! 

 

They Move In Full-Time: The moving twice a year went on for 

a year or two until Grandmother told Grandfather that she didn‘t 

like moving twice a year, that it was too much to move the whole 

household, including children, servants, belongings, etc., and to 

oversee the cleaning of two houses. She told Grandfather she 

wouldn‘t do it. So Grandfather had it winterized and a furnace 

installed. They let the Park Avenue house go and moved into 

Pinifer Park full-time in 1912.  

 

Grandfather Commutes by Train: After they moved to Pinifer 

Park full-time, Grandfather took the train into Richmond each 

day to go to work, with Mr. Reed and a Mr. Weatherman. They 

caught the train at a grade crossing near the house which used to 

be called ―Reed‘s Crossing‖. The train stopped just to pick them 

and a Mr. Floyd up. It was a railroad line that ran between 

Gamble and Richmond. 

 

Telephone Comes to Pinifer Park: In 1912, Grandfather had a 

series of poles and lines strung from Bon Air to Pinifer Park for a 

telephone line. No one beyond Bon Air had a telephone until 

Grandfather installed this line. When Grandfather got the 

telephone line operating, he let 2 of his neighbors, Mr. Reed and 

Mr. Coleman, use the line as well—a 3-party line.  

 

A Brick House? The house was originally planned to be a brick-

over-clapboard house because Grandfather and Grandmother 

thought brick houses were damp. The clapboard was put up when 

the house was built, but the brick was never added.  

 

Gas Lights: The house originally had gaslights in all the rooms, 

usually on the walls, but there was a gaslight in the second floor 

ceiling of the Main Hall and 4 gas wall lights in the 4 corners of 

the Main Hall under the balconies. Gasoline came into the house 

from a tank in the yard through a pipe into the basement and into 

a cylinder the height of the basement containing some large, 

heavy stones. Twice a day, someone would have to go down to 

the basement to turn a handle, which would raise the stones up to 

the ceiling in the cylinder. Over the next few hours it would 

gradually lower down, converting the gasoline into gas vapor, 

which was piped throughout the house to the gaslights. These 

were mantle lights, much like our current Coleman camping 

lanterns. They had a turn knob on the wall lights to turn on the 
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gas and one had to light them with a match. Grandmother was 

scared to death of having a fire.  

 

Electricity Arrives: The first electricity line was brought to the 

house by Grandfather in 1921. He had the electrical wires strung 

on the telephone poles erected earlier. At first, only the kitchen 

and dining room were wired. The kitchen was wired so that 

Grandmother could have an electric refrigerator. Previously 400 

pounds of ice would be brought by train every day from the 

Richmond Ice Company and was stored in the ‗cold porch‖ in 2 

ice chests that opened from the top. One of the servants would 

chip a big chunk off one of the blocks in the chests on the porch 

and put it in the icebox in the kitchen and put the food on it that 

had to stay cold. This latter was replaced when Grandmother got 

her electric refrigerator. The electricity was put into the dining 

room so that they could see the food they were eating. The rest of 

the house was wired by 1925.   

 

The Grounds: Originally, one could see all the way up and 

down to the James River from the house. Grandfather kept 

everything cut down to maintain this view. Grandfather also said 

that on a clear day you could go up to the widow‘s walk on the 

roof and see the mountains to the West. The pine trees around the 

house were volunteers that grew up when the farmer who owned 

the property let the property go.   

 

Grandfather as Farmer: Most of the property, except what was 

kept as forest, was under cultivation. Grandfather was very fond 

of farming. He had a manager and had 10-15 farm hands who 

lived in the neighborhood and who were paid by the day. Some 

worked on the farm full-time, but others worked only when they 

were needed. They planted corn, oats and other crops. 

Grandfather sold most if it for seed because he could get 

$4/bushel for seed, but only 40 cents/bushel for the crop itself. 

They also had some milk cows which gave such rich milk that 

Grandfather couldn‘t drink it. Grandfather had an ulcer and was 

told to drink a glass of milk every half hour. He had to get ―white 

milk‖ (low in fat) from a neighbor, which he carried in ice 

buckets to the office on the train.  

 

The Barn: The barn apparently was built by the previous owner 

and was used as a barn for the farming operations. There was a 

stable in the basement, and a lot of farm equipment was stored 

there, in particular a wagon, plows and a huge manure spreader. 

On the top floor there was a grain crib with wire mesh around it 

so that the animals couldn‘t get in and eat the grain. The rest of 

the barn was open. Over the years, as the iron beds and other 

summer furniture were replaced with wooden ones, they were 

taken to the barn.  

 

Garage: Grandfather built a temporary garage to keep his cars 

in, but intended to build a permanent one at some point. 

Unfortunately, he died before he accomplished this.  

 

The Cottage: At some point there were as many as 4 or more 

servants living on the property, some in the 2 maid‘s rooms in 

the house over the kitchen, and the rest in the brick farm house 

that the previous owner lived in. It was about a quarter to a half 

of a mile away from the main house and the servants had to walk 

this distance morning and night. At one point they told 

Grandfather that they wouldn‘t do that any more, so he built the 

cottage. Originally, it was two rooms and a bath. Later it was 

added onto and the farm manager and his family lived there. A 

living room, a kitchen, and a second floor were also added. In the 

living room is a beautiful fireplace that came out of the old brick 

farmhouse.  

 

Sidney and His Cottage: Sidney came to work for Grandfather 

when he was 10 or 12. He hauled water from the spring to the 

workers who were building the house because there was no 

drinking water yet. On the site of what later became his cottage, 

Grandfather built a playhouse for Edwin and Aunt Meadie. It had 

2 floors but the children were not allowed on the second floor. 

There were straws outside up to the second floor and when 

Grandfather was away, he required his foreman to sleep there. 

One night this man came in out of the rain and threw his wet 

jacket over the woodstove. Apparently, the fire from the morning 

had not burned out as he thought, and the jacket caught fire and 

burned the building to the ground. Another single-story 

playhouse was built for the children. Eventually, Sidney moved 

into it permanently so that there would be someone living on the 

property all the time.  

 

The Christmas Trees: Every year Grandfather would have a 

pine tree cut for the Main Hall. It was cut so tall that it reached 

up to the ceiling in the Main Hall (2 stories high). They would 

decorate the bottom up as high as ladders would reach and then 

they would decorate the top from the balcony. They decorated it 

with ornaments and real candles, which fit into little 

candleholders that clipped onto the branches of the tree. They 

had to make sure that the candles were straight and were not 

below an overhanging branch. They were lit every night after 

Christmas that the tree was in the house. The children were not 

supposed to see the tree until Christmas morning. How did they 

accomplish that?  
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