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  Number 83                                                                                                       October 2007 

The Messenger  

OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

October Quarterly Meeting  
Sunday, October 28

th
 3 - 5 p.m. at Old Blandford Church 

 
Please make plans to attend this quarterly meeting.  There will be a tour of the church and 

cemetery.  The address is 319 South Crater Road, Petersburg. Blandford Church was built in 

1735 as the seat of worship for members of Bristol Parish. The church building was 

abandoned in 1806. In 1901, work began to restore the building for use as a Confederate 

Memorial chapel. As part of the restoration project, the Ladies Memorial Association 

solicited funds from each former Confederate state for the creation and installation of a 

stained glass window in memory of the Confederate soldiers from that state. Louis Comfort 

Tiffany's studio was commissioned to design the fifteen memorial compass windows. The 

subject and theme of each window was left entirely up to the Tiffany studios. Each of the 

large windows contains the image of a Saint and symbols associated with the Saint. The four 

smaller windows were designed to complement the larger ones.  
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 

 the education of present and future generations 

 

Thank you G. David Brown, 

C.P.A. 
The Board of Directors of the Chesterfield 

Historical Society of Virginia wishes to 

recognize with grateful appreciation the 

commitment and dedication of G. David 

Brown who has served for many years as 

CHS's volunteer Certified Public 

Accountant. This year, as every year, 

David prepares the IRS Form 990 tax 

return for the Society.  This year‘s return is 

available in our office for our members to 

view.  Maintaining the integrity of our 

financial  foundation is a crucial task to 

show stakeholders, members, sponsors, 

community, and the IRS,  our credibility 

and veracity.  Thanks, David, for your 

faithful service! 
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From the President –   

 
New officers and new directors were elected at the last quarterly meeting, and 

several directors were appointed by the Board.  We have a great team in place and 

plenty of work to do.  This year has been very busy and successful and I am sure that 

the new Board will continue to expand on that.  Thank you to all the officers and 

directors whose terms have expired, and especially to Past President Angie Wilderman 

for her steady hand during some challenging times. 

Please spend some time looking at the right side of this page.  It is very 

different than it was just three short months ago.  First, you will notice that our seal has 

been restored thanks to the magic of computer graphics.  The seal still bears the coat of 

arms of the fourth Earl of Chesterfield, as depicted on the stallplate at Windsor Castle.  

It is reproduced in a large format on page 8 so that you can see its details.   

The work of the Society is largely carried out by its committees, so they have 

received my immediate attention.  I have made the following appointments: 

 

Brenda Briggs - Chair of African-American History 

Dr. Jean von Schilling - Chair of Publications 

Mason Chalkley - Chair of Fund Raising 

Bryan Truzzie - Archaeology  

  

The committees rely on volunteers to get the Society‘s work done.  And that‘s 

where you come into the picture.    Donate your time and efforts to the Society so that 

our important Mission can be achieved.  Every day the County loses a bit of it‘s past 

forever.  With your help, we can do our best to minimize that loss, and ensure that 

Chesterfield history will be available for future generations.    

 

Special thanks are owed this month to the Lind Lawrence Foundation of Richmond for 

a grant of $2,500.00 to the Society to be used in our General Operating Fund. 

 

From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by December 10 any submissions 

you would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net.  We‘re also 

very interested in your feedback as you read the Messenger.  Let us hear from 

you!  Thanks! 
 

CHS Events 

10/20/07 11 am.  Book signing by Pamela Kinney, author of 

Haunted Richmond.  Magnolia Grange. 

10/20-21/07 9 am-5 pm.  Chesterfield Air Show at the 

Chesterfield airport.  Volunteers needed to staff table in 1-

hour increments. 

10/27/07  11 am.  Bryan Truzzie at Magnolia Grange, 

―Ghost Stories!‖ 

10/28/07 3 pm.  Quarterly members meeting at Blandford 

church and cemetery. 

Tuesdays in November:  Candlelight shopping at 

Magnolia Grange from 6-8 pm. 

11/10/07 1-5 pm.  Harvest fair at Lake Chesdin.  

Information/gift shop table.  Staffing needed in 1-hour 

increments. 

11/10/07 2 pm.  Veterans Day program at 1917 Courthouse 

with special exhibit by CHS in Museum. 

12/1/07  1-4 pm.  Christmas Open House at Magnolia 

Grange. 

12/5/07  2 pm.  Christmas tea at Magnolia Grange.  

Reservations required. 

 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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Genealogy Queries – Help Needed by Diane Dallmeyer 

 

―Edward Goode was buried in Maury Cemetery on 8/13/1876.  I 

can't find his date of birth!‖      

 

―Can you find Lydia and Francis Dunnavant in Chesterfield County 

Census records?‖     

 

―I'm looking for the gravesite of my great-grandfather, Asa Powell 

Smith.  Can you help me?‖                        

  

Do you like to dig in to old records like cemeteries, deeds, wills, 

and census?  Do you have one day or part-day to spend in the 

Castlewood research library?   

 

People who live too far to come into our library often call and ask 

for a volunteer to research a specific item.  Since the beginning of 

June, we have taken 28 requests like the ones above.  We have a 

backlog at the present time and would welcome you to spend some 

time working on research requests like these, and helping the 

occasional patron who comes in to find what he is looking for.  

Please call the office at 777-9663 if this opportunity appeals to 

you!   

 

 

Chesterfield County Confederate Generals  
 

I was recently sending the Civil War Trails organization 

some information about Lieutenant General A. P. Hill‘s 

sword in the county museum, and I became curious about 

other Confederate generals with a connection to 

Chesterfield County.  One of them is Brigadier General 

David Addison Weisiger.  He was born December 23, 

1818 at 'The Grove', in Chesterfield County.  He died 

February 23, 1899 in Richmond.  He is buried in 

Blandford Cemetery, so perhaps you can see his gravesite 

at our upcoming quarterly meeting.   The following is a 

brief summary of his war service. 

 

 

Weisiger served in the Mexican War and was officer of the 

day at the execution of abolitionist John Brown. He fought 

at Seven Pines and in the Seven Days' and Second Bull 

Run campaigns where he was seriously injured at the 

latter. After almost a year of recuperation, he commanded 

again at Spotsylvania and Cold Harbor. He was wounded 

again at the Battle of the Crater where he received a 

promotion to brigadier general for his performance. At 

Appomattox, he was wounded three times and had two 

horses shot from under him before surrendering.  

Besides Ambrose Powell Hill, whose Chesterfield 

connection is that he was originally buried here, and 

Weisiger, I found four others with a Chesterfield 

connection:   

 

Brigadier General Young Marshall Moody 

Major General Henry Heth 

Major General Edward ‗Old Alleghany‘ Johnson 

Brigadier General William Richard Terry. 

 

Major Generals outrank the Brigadier Generals, but are 

outranked by the Lieutenant Generals.  The highest rank is 

just plain ―General.‖ The first three of these generals were 

born in the county, and William Terry died at Chesterfield 

Courthouse.  I will be profiling these and other notable 

veterans of Chesterfield County in upcoming issues.  If 

you have a particular brief biography you‘d like to share, 

please send it to me. 

 

 

 

 

Membership Quarterly Report 
CHS membership currently stands at 501 members.  We welcome 

10 new members this quarter. 

 

Ms. Joanne Barreca & Mr. Vic Bouril 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bowman 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Brown (Marnie) 

Mrs. Clydene Cannon 

Mr. Bruce Cavey 

Ms. Deborah L. Cribb 

Mr. Barry Kurzer 

Mrs. Sharon Lahaye 

 

The Membership Committee desperately needs a volunteer or two 

to help out with some very basic organizational tasks.  If you 

would like to help and can spare 2 or 3 hours a month, please call 

Rachel at 739-7225 or Diane at 777-9663. 

 
Reminder:  Membership renewals are due during the month of 

January.  Please check the corner of your Messenger mailing label 

for the expiration date of your membership.  You may remit your 

dues with the enclosed form or simply wait to receive your dues 

notice in early January.  Thank you for your continued support of 

CHS!    Respectfully Submitted  by Rachel Lipowicz 

Cemetery Committee Quarterly Report 
The cemetery committee continues to locate and research 

cemeteries.  We are continuing with our projects of mapping and 

death certificate abstracts.  We have photographed all but one 

churchyard and all but one community cemetery.  These sites 

should be complete by the end of the year.  Six committee 

members and 3 helpers gave a total of 552 hours during the third 

quarter of 2007.   

Respectfully Submitted by  Rachel Lipowicz, Chairman 

 

 
. 
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The Chesterfield County Poorhouse by Pattie Grady 

 
Nestled within the boundaries of Pocahontas State Park off of Woodpecker Road and near Mt. Gilead Methodist Church is 

the site of Chesterfield County‘s Poor House, also known as the Poor Farm or Almshouse.  Several visits, one with a former Park 

Ranger who was familiar with the area and the altered and abandoned roads, with Jennifer Horn, formerly employed at the Park, and 

with a Chesterfield resident who recalls going with her mother who was a cook at the farm led us to believe that the site is now on the 

right side of a logging road in a fairly open area.  Using old maps, aerial photos, and plats of the site showing the buildings make this 

the most likely candidate.  Time and elements make it difficult to be exact and an archaeological survey could produce the evidence 

needed. 

The buildings of the Poor Farm were demolished probably in the 1960s.  Ms. Edith Bailey Condrey, who visited there prior 

to 1914, told us that there was one big one-story house and other buildings.  A 1922 plat shows a total of five buildings.  We can only 

guess from some of the records which exist at the living conditions at the Farm.  Vegetables were grown there and money was spent 

ordering staples such as bacon, flour, sugar, and corn, and doctors‘ bills were paid.  Fabric was purchased for the making of clothes.  

Children living there were sent to school. The occupants appear to be not just people who were poor but the blind, disabled, mothers 

with illegitimate children, orphans, and the elderly and infirm. 

An area near the probable site has ruins which may have been the overseer‘s house where a brick foundation still exists.  

Across and down from this site is an area which may have been a graveyard.  Spring roses and daffodils continue to bloom there and 

rough fieldstones in no particular order can be found.  References to graves being dug and later Death Certificates support the theory 

that there were burials.  Further research is need on this.  Some of the records found give us exact dates of death. 

A statute was enacted in 1769 by the General Assembly for the establishment of Poor Houses in Virginia.  In Chesterfield 

County in October, 1810, it was ordered that ―listed men or a majority of them fix upon a proper site or sites for erecting a poor house 

or houses on, in this county and make a draft or plan of the necessary buildings, and also make out an estimate of the cost or expense 

of erecting the same and return a report thereof to this court.‖  In November 1811, Thomas Burfoot, Sr. of Chesterfield County sold 

land to the Overseers of the Poor for the purpose of erecting a Poor House for the benefit of said County.  The tract contained 100 

acres, more or less.  It is not known when this was done but the records indicate the man who may have been the first occupant of the 

Poor House was Absalom Traylor, born 1791, listed as being there in December, 1811.  It is possible that an existing house was used 

on the site until proper housing could be built. 

 

 

The Chesterfield Historical Society sponsored the first Bermuda Hundred Day on September 22
nd

.  

Thank you to all the county staff, volunteers, and attendees that made this event a success. 
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Recent Donations and Acquisitions to our Library  

 
The Society‘s reference Library at Castlewood is always happy to receive books, research notes, photos, maps, newspaper clippings 

and other printed or digitized items that provide information about Chesterfield County‘s past. Please think of us when doing your 

research or when you decide to empty out your attic! Thank you.    Liess van der Linden-Brusse, Library Committee. 

 

Recent donations include:  
Defense General Supply Center; Richmond Virginia, information brochure, donated by Bernice Applewhite.  

4-H Club Literature donated by Bernice Applewhite.  

The Farrar „s Island Family, by Alvahn Holmes donated by the McKinney Memorial Public Library in McKinney, Texas.  

Some Farrar „s Island Descendants, by Alvahn Holmes, donated by the McKinney Memorial Public Library in McKinney, Texas.  

The Continental Training Depot and General Rendez-Vous at Chesterfield Courthouse, Va, 1780-1781, with Rosters of Chesterfield 

County Revolutionary War Officers and Troops 1775-1783 (Revised Edition 2007), by Bettie Woodson Weaver, donated by the author.  

A Commonwealth of Virginia Diploma for Physical Fitness (1933-1934), donated by William M. Frame.  

Chesterfield County Fair Prize Ribbons (1929-1955), donated by William M. Frame.  

Ware Bottom Church Archeology Reports: 1972 by Heite & Heite, and 1990 by Burns, donated by Dennis C. Stewart.  

Wood‟s United Methodist Church 1707-2007, Legend and History, by Jacob Bulifant & Mrs. Bryan Dance, donated by Mike Thomas.  

Information on the Tanner Family of old Henrico (now Chesterfield) County and their plantation called “Baldwyns” ―, donated by 

Dennis C. Stewart.  

William Traylor of Henrico County, Va., 1674-1753, His Children and Grandchildren, compiled by Robert A. McDonald, donated by 

Shirley (Ley) Diller.  

Chesterfield County Comments (1978-1991), the monthly newsletter printed by the County Administrator‘s Office, donated by Doris Hancock. 

The Book of Chesterfield (England), by E. Barnes, donated by Sheila McDermott Cuenca.  

Captain Christopher Newport, Admiral of Virginia, by A Bryant Nichols, Jr., donated by Liess van der Linden-Brusse.  

Old Iron Furnaces, by the Putnam King Chapter of DAR, anonymous donor.  

National Archives of the United States Guide to Genealogical Research (3 Edition), donated by Margaret Reichenberg.  

A Preliminary Guide to Pre-1904 County Records in the Archives Branch of the Virginia State Library, compiled by Suzanne Smith 

Ray, donated by Margaret Reichenberg.  

Collection of Microfilms of various Census (35 Virginia Counties), donated by Margaret Reichenberg.  

A Bell & Howell Microfiche/Microfilm Reader, donated by Margaret Reichenberg  

Copies of Civil War photographer Matthew Brady‘s black & white photos of Fort Darling, donated by Karen Dal Santo Edelbrock.  

Copies of selected black & white photos from author Jeffrey O‘Dell‘ s book Chesterfield County Early Architecture and Historic 

Sites, donated by Karen Dal Santo Edelbrock.  

Black & white photos of Southside Speedway (1962) and a home in Hallsboro (mid-1950‘s), donated by Marvin C. Fortune.  

 

Recent Acquisitions include:  
Henrico County VA Land Patents Volume II, by Selena Mayes Du Lac.  

Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers 1 607-1 635; A Biographical Dictionary, by Martha W. McCartney.  

The Virginia Indian Heritage Trail, published by the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities.  

Edmund Thomas Wynne and Martha Francis Curtis and their Family, by Frederick Wills Boelt & Jean Marshall von Schilling.  

Chesterfield County Fair, August 24-September 1, 2007, Premium List.  

The True Story of Pocahontas, by Dr. Linwood ―Little Bear‖ Custalow & Angela L. ―Silver Star‖ Daniel.  

 

 

 

 

EPPINGTON DAY  

  
     By all accounts, this year‘s celebration 

around the house of Eppington was a 

tremendous success!  An estimated 800 guests 

toured the ancestral home of Francis Eppes, 

enjoyed Colonial dancing, basket weaving, 

lace-making, story-telling, hot air ballooning, 

carriage rides, singing and reenactors.  Our gift 

shop had an outpost that sold a sampling of 

items available at Magnolia Grange.  Ley Diller 

monitored a table with Genealogy information, 

and the Lipowicz‘s manned a table with 

information about the Historical Society.  What 

a great event! 
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Edgar Allan Poe’s Chesterfield Connection  
 

Edgar Allan Poe‘s connection is with Mary Winfree, a resident of Chesterfield County, was published in a recent collection of Poe‘s 

poetry [Complete Poems by Edgar Allan Poe, edited by Thomas Ollive Mabbott, University of Illinois Press, 2000].  In 1834 Miss 

Mary Winfree visited Poe in Baltimore.  Mary was a friend of Poe's childhood sweetheart, Sarah Elmira Royster Shelton.  In 

Baltimore, she told him that Elmira's marriage to Mr. Shelton was not a happy one. For Miss Winfree, Poe wrote "To Mary," and 

published the poem in the Southern Literary Messenger (July, 1835).  One Poe editor suggests more.  Charles Marshall Graves, an 

editor with the Richmond Times-Dispatch, in his Selected Poems and Tales of Poe  (1906) expresses the otherwise unsubstantiated 

belief that the reference ―To Mary‖ is to ―Miss Mary Winfree,‖ who rejected Poe's proffered love.   Here is the poem; you  may judge 

for yourself. 

 

 
 

Thou wouldst be loved? then let thy heart  
From its present pathway part not!  

Being everything which now thou art,  
Be nothing which thou art not.  

So with the world thy gentle ways,  
Thy grace, thy more than beauty,  

Shall be an endless theme of praise,  
And love a simple duty. 

 

 

A Commune in Chesterfield County  

 
In 1875 Charles Nordhoff wrote a book entitled The Communistic Societies of the United States.  It was the first comprehensive look 

at societies such as the Shakers, the Amana, and the Oneida, as well as many other societies that lived in a communal manner.  Only 

one of these was in the South, and that one was in Chesterfield County, Virginia.  It was called the Social Freedom Community.  The 

following is a direct quote from the book: 

 

THE SOCIAL FREEDOM COMMUNITY.   This is a communistic society, established in the beginning of the year 

1874 in Chesterfield County, Virginia. It has as "full members" two women, one man, and three boys, with four 

women and five men as "probationary members." They have a farm of three hundred and thirty-three acres, 

unencumbered with debt, and with a water-power on it; and are attempting general farming, the raising of medicinal 

herbs, sawing lumber and staves, coopering, and the grinding of grain. The members are all Americans. They hold, 

the secretary writes me, to "unity of interests, and political, religious, and social freedom; and believe that every 

individual should have absolute control of herself or himself, and that, so long as they respect the same freedom in 

others, no one has a right to infringe on that individuality."  The secretary further writes: "We have no constitution 

or bylaws; ignore the idea of man's total depravity; and believe that all who are actuated by a love of truth and a 

desire to progress (and we will knowingly accept no others), can be better governed by love and moral suasion than 

by any arbitrary laws. Our government consists in free criticism. We have a unitary home." 

 

 

Today, the term ―communistic‖ is not used to describe such communities.  Nor is the term ―commune,‖ which conjures 

images of hippies from the 1960‘s.  The modern terminology is ―intentional community.‖  Many still exist in the United 

States.  The Intentional Communities database from 2002 lists nearly 500 existing communities, the most prevalent being the 

Hutterites.    

 

Like most intentional communities, the Social Freedom Community did not last long – only until 1880.  It is not known 

whether it existed while the census of that year was taken.  I can find no other information about it.  Charles Nordhoff never 

disclosed who wrote the letter to him.  Notably, his grandson, who has the same name, wrote Mutiny on the Bounty.  I remain 

curious to know where it was located or any other information about it.  It is a unique footnote in our history. 
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Veterans’ Database is Looking for Chesterfield Veterans 

 
The Society has been compiling a database of Chesterfield veterans from all wars--and peacetime, too – from 

Colonial times to the present day.  Residents of Chesterfield County who served in the Armed Forces are 

eligible.  If you weren‘t born here, but you live here now, or you ever lived in Chesterfield County, you can be 

added to the database by filling out the form included within this newsletter.  Use the OTHER INFORMATION 

section of the form to describe your connection to Chesterfield County.  The form can be downloaded from our 

website or picked up at our office, as well.  Sue Peek has led a team of volunteers to compile thousands of names 

already.  If you know someone who may be eligible, please send them the form.   

 

 

 

 

 
 Out on a Limb 

 
Recently I received an email with the following 
information, which may be of benefit to 
researchers with roots in the Newport News 
area. "The mission of both the Newport News 
Public Digital Library* and the Martha 
Woodroof Hiden Virginiana Room Collection is 
to collect, organize, preserve and provide 
access to items of historical significance to the 
City of Newport News. By digitally imaging 
important and rare Newport News artifacts, we 
can provide access to the widest possible 
audience."  The link to their web page is 
http://www.nngov.com/library/resources/digital 
There are quite a number of interesting 
collections currently available. 

 

 

 
This photo was found in a museum 

donation to the Society.  If you 
recognize this person please contact 

CHS at 777-9663 
 

 
Success! 

 

Shelby Chandler contacted 

CHS to identify Mabel 
Cummings in the Defense 

General Supply photo in 

the April 2006 Messenger.  

She is fourth from the left.  

Thank you, Shelby! 

 

 
Sixteen students attended Archaeology camp in 

August at Castlewood. 
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