
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  Number 98                                                                                                             July 2011                                                                                                              

                                                                                    
  July Quarterly Meeting & Ice Cream Social 

Sunday, July 24, 2011, at 2:00 pm County Museum & Old Jail  
Speaker: Judge Ernest P Gates 

 
Continuing our year-long celebration of the Society’s 30

th
 anniversary, 

please join us on July 24
th

 at the County Museum & Old Jail for our 
Quarterly Meeting and Ice Cream Social. Visit the Museum’s Civil War 
150

th
 exhibit “Fear & Freedom at my Door, Four Stories of the Civil War in 

Chesterfield County,” and revisit the newly restored and re-opened 1892 
Old Jail with its Police and Sheriff exhibit entitled, “Protecting Our 
Citizens, a History of Law and Order in Chesterfield County.” 

Come and listen to Judge Ernest P. Gates, charter member & 
first president of the Society (1981-83), as he shares some memories 
of the early days. Judge Gates was present at the groundbreaking for 
the Museum in March 1976; he presented the official address in April 
1981 for the Bicentennial Commemoration of the Burning of 
Chesterfield Courthouse; and he served on Chesterfield County’s 
Sesquiduple-centennial (250

th
) Anniversary Oversight Committee in 

1999.   Judge Gates’ continued support is very much appreciated. 
The Museum was officially opened on July 4

th
, 1980.  The Old 

Jail served as a lock-up until 1962 when it was converted into offices 
for the Fire Department.  In 1982, the Board of Supervisors designated 
it to be used as part of the Chesterfield County Museum and it 
became the Society’s first official headquarters. Today, thanks to the 
dedication of our volunteers and staff, both the Museum and Old Jail 
continue to fulfill our Society’s mission.  
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 

 the education of present and future generations 

Society Election Slate for July 24 
President:Therese Wagenknecht; Vice-President: Jim Evans; 
Secretary:Diane Dallmeyer; Treasurer:Dr. Peter Lipowicz; 
Directors:George Cranford, David Goobic, Angie Wilderman  
 

Golf Classic Fundraiser 
Our annual Golf Classic at the Highlands is a major fundraiser for 
CHS.  This year’s tournament will be October 3

rd
. We hope you 

will plan to join us if you are a golfer, and invite you to consider 
a sponsorship with your business or as a “Friend of CHS.” 
Sponsorships begin at $150. A copy of our golf brochure for 
2011, with sponsorship information,  is available on our website. 
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From the President –  

These past two years as president have been interesting, exciting and challenging. 
Our Society weathered a potentially devastating economic storm, emerging 
stronger and more determined than ever to fulfill our mission. Our programs 
survived; Magnolia Grange, Castlewood, the Museum and our Civil War battlefields 
remained open despite severe budget cuts by the County.  Equally remarkable, we 
managed to re-open the 1892 Old Jail which had been shuttered and neglected 
since 2005! 
 
Members, volunteers and staff pulled together to ensure the survival of our Society.  
There is not enough space in this newsletter to thank each and every individual who 
made this possible, so I’ll drop my English accent for a moment and use a well known 
Southern phrase:  “Thank y’all!”  Without your commitment, dedication, and financial 
support, we would not have succeeded.  Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Meanwhile, our work continues as we look forward to the installation of newly 
designed road signs throughout the historic Courthouse complex that will show 
visitors how to find our historic sites. In addition, we’re working on the inclusion of 
language that specifies the need for historic preservation in the County’s 
comprehensive plan which is currently under review. In every meeting with the 
County, we continue to emphasize the importance of heritage tourism, not just 
during the Civil War 150

th
 

 
commemoration but also after that. The history of 

Chesterfield County is our obligation to the future. 
 
Speaking of the future, please join me in welcoming our new president, Tra 
Wagenknecht and our new board of directors.  As my vice president this past year, 
Tra’s dedication and support were very much appreciated. To my fellow board 
members, committee chairs and volunteers, and to the staff who keep our doors 
open, thank you for your commitment and involvement.  You are an amazing group 
of individuals.      
 
To those charter members who helped found our Society 30 years ago, I want to say 
thank you for your vision.  As we celebrate our 30

th
 anniversary this year, we’ve already 

enjoyed an address by Arline McGuire at our May quarterly meeting in Magnolia 
Grange (Arline served as Society president when Magnolia Grange opened in 1986) and 
we look forward to hearing Judge Gates during our July meeting at the Museum & Old 
Jail (he was our Society’s first president in 1981).  Hopefully, we’ll share the memories of 
another charter member during our October meeting at Castlewood which, with a bit of 
luck, should have a new coat of paint by then!    Thank you.   

Thank you.      
-Liess van der Linden-Brusse 

 
From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by September 10 any submissions you 
would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net.  Your stories, 
research, and photos are all welcome.  If your submission is handwritten or typed, 
please provide to Diane Dallmeyer.  
 
The new book Chesterfield County Virginia Veterans is now on sale at the gift shop 
and Castlewood.  The price is $16 including tax, plus $5 shipping.  The book 
contains information on 6261 Chesterfield County veterans of all wars.  Get your 
copy today!   
 

CHS Events  See the detailed event information on the back cover.  
View our website for the most up-to-date information - editor 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
file:///C:/Users/Pete/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net
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If These Walls Could Talk – Stories of the Old Jail 
George Cranford 

Chesterfield County’s original jail was commissioned in 1749.  
Built of wood, it was destroyed by fire.  A replacement building, 
known as the Bastille, was built in 1842 and served until it was 
condemned in 1890 and ordered to be torn down.  The current 
old stone jail was built from the blocks of the Bastille and was in 
use until the 1940s when it was converted into an emergency 
communications (dispatch) office.  The 1892 jail had six cells, 

enough for 24 
prisoners.  The 
building was 
heated with wood 
stoves, lighted 
with oil lamps, and 
had no running 
water.  Prisoners 
were fed through 
outside sources or 
by the Sheriff’s 
family.   
If its walls could 
talk today, the old 
1892 jail would tell 
us of its long and 
colorful history. It 
would tell us of an 
attempt by a 
notorious inmate 
to murder the 
sheriff but who 

died trying at the top of the steps.  The Sheriff was kind enough 
to bury the man he shot on his farm.  It would tell us stories of 
others who spent some time within the old walls for one reason 
or another.  This jail has seen so many people cross its threshold.  
Some a bit infamous, some who were truly good people but who 
made minor mistakes, and some who just visited their family 
members who were serving their time there.  Then there are 
people like me – those fascinated with the building and what its 
history means to the entire community.  It is true that we now 
may just get an occasional curious visitor like me.  But I may be 
biased.  Having worked in law enforcement myself, I did manage to 
lock up a few people along the way, though not in this jail.   My 
lockups were modern, usually a holding cell with all the comforts 
of home.  I can visualize the history surrounding the building.  This 
historic old jail, at least for me, will always be an intriguing facility.  
The stories of the famous Beattie Trial are fascinating by itself.  
What was Henry Beattie like as an inmate and which of the cells 
did he occupy?  We may never know but we can imagine. 

The old jail does have special meaning to me.  It caught 
my attention in 1990 when I first decided to look at it.  I like to 
peek into the cells and imagine the “inmates” lying on the steel 
bunks.   They were not handled with comfort in mind.  They had 
no soft mattresses to sleep on and were lucky if they had a cover 
to sleep under.  There were no law libraries, no televisions, no 
gym equipment to tone their bodies, and certainly no recreation 
room.  Their “recreation” room was a small area in front of the 
cells where they could only exercise - short walks and stretches. 
One would think at the time of this jail, the recidivism rate was 
most likely very low.  An inmate, in all probability, would really 
prefer to be back on the farm behind the plow working his 
tobacco plants than be a guest of “Sheriff Gill or Gates”. I would 
not hesitate to say that they were fair men.  They were sheriffs 
for a long time. The top floor still looks as it did in 1842 when the 
Board of Supervisors ordered a new jail to be built.  If the old jail 

could only talk we could hear it tell us how it got that hardened 
steel ceiling over the cells.  It was added over the cells because 
some innovative prisoners in 1936 escaped. It must have been 
disappointing to the next set of inmates to have to look at that 
steel ceiling, knowing that they were not going to pry it loose.  
Imagine three prisoners using a small can opener to pry the old 
wooden ceiling loose and escaping out the roof to freedom.  That 
must not have been too hard to do.  Then imagine the summer 
temperature rising after the new steel ceiling was installed.  With 
only a few windows to allow a draft of wind to blow through, the 
“house guests” surely complained to the sheriff.  Do you think he 
was concerned?   Other jail escapes occurred by prisoners 
working the soft mortar and bricks loose and getting out.  The 

“guests” of this 
facility have, 
throughout the 
years, inscribed their 
initials and other 
graffiti along the jail 
cells.  The graffiti is 
still there.  Some are 
hard to read but you 
can make out initials 
and dates and a 
name if you stare 
long enough at it.  
The cell locking 

mechanism still works, and like today’s modern jail, these cells have 
the old familiar ring as the doors are closed - an impressive sound, to 
say the least.  You can never forget that sound.   The cell doors are 
open today and will never be closed again.  

On court days, the old sheriff would stand by the top 
window and wait to be signaled to bring out a prisoner.  The clerk 
would beckon the sheriff from the back porch of the courthouse.  
The sheriff would acknowledge him with a signal.  Imagine the good 
sheriff walking over to a cell, taking his handcuffs out and placing 
them on the wrists of the “house guest”.  You can hear him as he 
says “Okay, Jones, put your hands through the bars and don’t give 
me a hard time.  The judge wants to see you now!”  Can you hear 
the cuffs ratcheting closed?  If only the walls could talk we would 
hear the response of the prisoner.  At some point in time, running 
water and electricity were added to the facility.  The old jail still has 
its wash room where the house guests did their laundry and cleaned 
themselves.  Adjoining that room, one can see a cell which has its 
own toilet and sink which I can only imagine was used for solitary 

confinement.  It looks 
like a lonely place to be 
incarcerated and I 
would think that this old 
jail did serve its 
purpose.  One can see 
the original paint still in 
this cell.  The bunk beds 
are there, too.  Nothing 
has changed since the 
last prisoner slept there. 
On the first floor, 
visitors will find a large 

room with a modern toilet, a utility room and two smaller rooms.  
These are modern and were added during the 20

th
 century.  The 

first floor “large room” once housed the offices of the police, the 
communications workers, and at one time the Fire department.  
Our history tells us all about that and it has been told before.  
However, this room when it had cells was also used for the 
lockup of people for petty crimes or for drunk and disorderly 
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persons and even those charged with infidelity.  The more 
hardened criminals were housed in the cells on the top floor - 
better accommodations for a longer stay.  The smallest of these 
rooms once housed women prisoners.  In the two rooms used for 
women, the particular house guests naturally had to be separated 
from the “good citizens” occupying the more prominent facilities 
upstairs.   It was not only decent but necessary for these women 
inmates to be treated with some dignity.  Their crimes may have 
been minor or not.   

Once the County quit using the smaller rooms to house 
women prisoners, the 1920’s saw the rooms being used for storing 
illegal whiskey.  Even then, some “local entrepreneurs” managed 

to break in and 
steal the booze 
from the sheriff.  
He had to have 
been perturbed 
over this.  The 
sheriff did manage 
to pour a lot of 
illegal whiskey on 
the fairgrounds and 
burn it.  I’ll wager 
that fire made a 
pretty blue blaze.  
This room and the 

second are now mainly used for storage and workspace for exhibit 
planning.  The “great” room has recently undergone a 
transformation with a beautiful new tile floor, new baseboards, 
and a new paint scheme, and the upstairs stripped and repainted 
“cell block” grey - all thanks to the generosity of Mr. Charlie Dane 
and his Chesterfield County Department of General Services.  The 
joy of seeing this building refurbished has been very gratifying for 
me.  I see new life in this historic structure that sits in the County 
Government complex.  People pass it every day and seldom look at 
it.  They have seen it so many times but never have “truly seen” it.  
As for me, I stop to look, walk around it, and am certainly grateful 
that we still have it.  To be used as a museum, the Chesterfield 
citizens are once again afforded the opportunity to see this building 
from a historic point of view.   

No, we can’t hear the walls talking but we can imagine what 
was being said way back then, and we can picture the activity in this 
grand old structure.  There are no “law breakers” living in the old cells, 
no sound of footsteps shuffling across the floor, no explanation of why 
a person was being locked up – only the displays of artifacts, 
photographs, “tools of the trade” and other memorabilia for you to 
see.  Maybe these walls will “talk” to you in some way. 

Our new exhibit opened on May 11, 2011 to honor the 
men and women of the Chesterfield police and sheriff 
departments.  I am thankful to all the Chesterfield Historical 
Society of Virginia volunteers who helped put this exhibit together, 
the support of the Chesterfield Police and Sheriff Department 
personnel, the Chesterfield Department of General Services, and 
those who lent their photographs and artifacts for us to share with 
you.  Stop by the Old Jail and look at the artifacts and stories on 
display.  Start with a tour of the museum next door.  Things have 
changed somewhat and we want you to see them.   

 
Out on a limb...... 

Angie Wilderman 
    Are you using online sources to help find information about 
your ancestors? Genealogy databases are available, however, 
many of them are subscription based and may seem high-priced. 
If you use the resources regularly, the fee may seem very 
reasonable.  There are free resources too.     Ancestry.com, the 

best known subscription based resource, is accessed for a myriad 
of records such as census, military, birth, and death records. 
GenealogyBank.com is a newspaper archives featuring historical 
newspapers, newspaper articles and obituaries, books, and 
documents.  WorldVitalRecords.com, is a depository for 
newspaper abstracts and other historical records world-wide. 
Using Footnote.com, you can find documents, view images, print 
and download, upload images, annotate, organize your gallery, 
connect images, create a spotlight, create a Footnote page, add 
your comments, use profile pages, manage your account, sign up 
for watches and notifications. Take the virtual tour on Footnote 
and learn more.  Ancestry now owns Footnote, however, they 
are still separate databases at this time. Periodically, these 
resources are made available free of charge so that the new user 
can try the services out before subscribing.     Some freebies are 
Rootsweb.com: http://genealogy.com/index_a.html and Gen 
Forum by Genealogy.com: http://genforum.genealogy.com. They 
provide forums for surname and place name discussions. They 
are very useful for linking up with researchers who may be 
working on your surname or an ancestral location. Also, some 
nationally known resources are the National Archives, 
http://www.archives.gov/index.html; the Library of Congress 
(www.loc.gov/index.html) features links to 'ask a librarian,' 
digital collections, and library catalogs; and State Libraries; 
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/ is the Internet address for the 
Library of Virginia. Don't forget the local historical societies or 
libraries where your ancestors lived.  Family Search, 
https://www.familysearch.org/, is the world's largest free 
collection managed by the Church of Latter Day Saints.  They 
have a number of databases available and they have articles on 
resources as well as tutorials. And, then there is Google Books. 
Go to the Google main page, click on more, select books and plug 
in a surname or placename. If the book is no longer has a 
copyright, the book may be digitized in full or it may give you a 
snippet of information. Google will even help you find out where 
a copy of the book is located.  Good luck. Let us know if you 
make any exciting discoveries.   

Magnolia Grange Happenings 
Tamara Evans 

I coordinated honey bee removal from the porch of Magnolia 
Grange. It took a year but no bees were harmed and 12 pounds 
of honey and bees were removed thanks to our new friends  
David Stover and Mike Sibley. We are now bee free.    I painted 
the front porch and the benches and am going to do the well and 
the back porch when it cools down.  Thank you to Guy Smith for 
the donation of 5 books to Magnolia Grange. They are antique 
school books that were used in the county, Willson's Spelling 
book-1864, The Flame Fiend- A text book on fire prevention-
1921, Webster's Dictionary-1848, Primary Spelling Book, Basic 
Reader-Book 5-1931. We will use them in our tours. The gift shop 
is filled with wonderful Chesterfield items, wine glasses, tea 
towels, café mugs, jewelry, pottery, ink pens, tin and copper all 
made in Chesterfield, Amelia and Prince George. Please support 
your local businesses and local crafts people.     Thanks to Mary 
Ann Locklear and her group for another huge donation to 
Magnolia Grange to conserve our textiles.   Thanks to Phyllis 
Burkey and her family for the donation of the sofa and chair to 
M.G.They are so beautiful and will be enjoyed by many.    Thanks 
to Dr. Joseph Hillier for the generous donation to our Colonial 
Court/ Market Day that will occur on Oct. 29th.      Our last Tea 
was Professor Tony Williams from William & Mary talking about his 
book, Hurricane of the Revolution, it was very interesting. Our next 
tea is in Sept. and features Nancy Carter Crump talking about her 
new book about dining with Mr. & Mrs. Washington.      

http://genforum.com/
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/
https://www.familysearch.org/,
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Chesterfield Soldiers, 1861: The First Year of the War 
Between the States 

D. Michael Thomas 
In late April and early May 1861, war fever turned the pace in 
Chesterfield County into an extraordinary high level of activity 
energizing the entire community. Though the citizens of Virginia 
would not vote on the issue of secession until May 23

rd
, the chain 

of events since the fall of Fort Sumter in April resulted in war 
clouds looming ever closer on the horizon with Virginia in the 
bull’s-eye. In response to Governor Letcher’s call for volunteers 
to assemble for the defense of Virginia on April 20

th
, companies 

were being formed all over the state resulting in excitement and 
anxiety not experienced since the War of 1812. This activity 
affected nearly all facets of life in Virginia and Chesterfield was 
no exception.  Men were enlisting and the community supported 
them in every way possible. The Richmond Daily Dispatch, the 
largest of all of the newspapers in the area, contains numerous 
articles documenting the mobilization efforts of the county. The 
soldiers were uniformed by efforts of the Ladies who obtained 
donations and held fundraisers to buy the fabric which they and 
their household servants then sewed into jackets and trousers. 
By summer, both the North and South were set for war. 
Strangely, each side expected a single battle would settle the 
issue and after it occurred (1

st
 Manassas or 1

st
 Bull Run) on July 

21
st

, both sides realized their error and began the process of 
preparing for an extended war.  No other major battles were 
fought in Virginia until the spring of 1862, but there were 
numerous lesser actions and skirmishes some involving 
Chesterfield units.  Chesterfield County sent over a thousand men 
to the Confederate army in 1861. Most served in units raised 
within the county, but others served in commands from Richmond, 
Petersburg, Powhatan and elsewhere. None of the Chesterfield 
units fought at 1

st
 Manassas and the citizens were relieved to know 

that their sons, husbands, fathers and uncles, were relatively safe. 
However, in the course of the year, several of these men did die in 
service and another “fell into the hands of the enemy”. Their 
stories fairly represent the challenges they faced. 

The first soldier from Chesterfield County to die was 
Private Warren S. Furcron who enlisted in the Powhatan Troop 
(later designated Company E, 4

th
 Virginia Cavalry) and was killed 

June 12, 1861, several weeks prior to the Battle of Manassas. The 
1860 census records show him as a teacher living with his 
parents, Thomas and Elizabeth Furcron, and 2 younger siblings in 
Mattoax. His tragic story, a case of mistaken identity and friendly 
fire in a night time encounter, is found in 2 reports datelined 
Camp Pickens, June 13

th
 within the June 15, 1861 issue of the 

Richmond Daily Dispatch. They reported that he was one of two 
vedettes [mounted pickets]stationed about three and a half 
miles from the camp and  he rode a few hundred yards from his 
post to a spring to drink.  There he saw several soldiers he 
presumed to be enemy and wheeled his horse to ride away. The 
soldiers he encountered were actually Confederate cavalry from 
Albemarle who, mistaking him for a Yankee, called for him to 
halt. They opened fire and shot him from the saddle when he 
didn’t heed the calls. Furcron, a recruit so new that he didn’t 
even have a uniform, died instantly.  His remains were escorted 
with military honors to the nearby rail junction and sent home 
under guard to his parents in Chesterfield County.  

William C. Dunston was just 16 when he joined his older 
brothers John N. and James H. and another Dunston whose 
relationship, if any, is unclear, by enlisting on July 25, 1861 as a 
Private in Company D, 14

th
 Virginia Infantry (Chesterfield Central 

Guards). His father was John N.J. Dunston, a Chesterfield farmer. 
There is no doubt his older brothers would have worked to shield 
young William from combat or other dangerous work, but they 

could not protect him from the worst of their foe, disease. Though 
details are lacking, William’s service record reports he died August 
10, 1861, just a little over 2 weeks after enlisting. His brother John 
nearly died of disease in 1862 and spent a year on sick furlough 
and light duty before returning to field duty in mid -1863. He was 
severely wounded in June 1864 during the Bermuda Hundred 
Campaign in Chesterfield County, but survived the war. James was 
wounded in action during Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg and 
captured only to die of his wounds in a Union hospital.  

Elias Smith was another victim of disease and deserved 
better. The 1850 census shows him at age 10 living in a 
Chesterfield Poor House with 32 other people, none with the 
Smith surname. The 1860 census finds him a farm laborer in 
Chesterfield.  Enlisting in Company C, 9

th
 Virginia Infantry 

(Chesterfield Yellow Jackets) May 27, 1861 as a private, his brief 
service ended in death August 22, 1861.  

Richard Kendall Royall was the first soldier from 
Chesterfield County killed in combat action. Royall, son of Joseph 
Albert and Mary Bolling Weisiger Royall, was a clerk in 
Manchester when he answered the call of duty by enlisting in the 
Chesterfield Dragoons [Company B, 4

th
 Virginia Cavalry] April 23, 

1861 at age 22. The Richmond Daily Dispatch of August 27, 1861, 
reported that he was killed August 23, 1861 in a skirmish 
between pickets on opposite sides of the Potomac River near 
Conrad Ferry close to Leesburg, VA. The newspaper reported “He 
was shot in the neck, the ball passing downward into his right 
side. He died immediately.”His body was returned to Richmond 
and claimed by his sister, Betty (Mrs. John O. Powell) who 
arranged for his funeral in the Broad Street Church (Methodist) 
with Reverend Dr. James Duncan officiating.   

The fall of 1861 was a terrible time for the Chesterfield 
Central Guards (Company D, 14

th
 Virginia Infantry. Four men 

from the county who had enlisted together on April 24, 1861 
died, almost certainly of disease, two of them on the same day. 
Private Joseph H. Robertson was just 17 when he enlisted. Son of 
Moses M. and Judith Ann Robertson, his short service record 
shows that he died September 3, 1861. Peter Belcher, a 
Sergeant, died the same day. Belcher, a 25 year old farmer at 
time of his enlistment left behind his wife Elizabeth and a 2 year 
old daughter Nannie. Private Robert J. Baugh, son of Josiah and 
Sarah Baugh, was a 25 year farmer old when he enlisted. He died 
September 16, 1861. Finally, Private William J. Terrill (or Tyrrell), 
died October 20, 1861. Son of Thomas A. and Nancy B. Terrill/ 
Tyrrell, William was a 25 year old attorney. The Chesterfield 
Central Guards were not alone in losing so many men to illness. 
The entire regiment was afflicted with a variety of diseases 
including mumps, measles, dysentery, tuberculosis, pneumonia 
and typhoid fever. Their camp, at Jamestown, was in a location 
with low marshy land and bad water. Regimental records clearly 
document the health challenges faced while stationed there. 

The last known 1861 death of a Chesterfield County 
soldier occurred on December 26, 1861, with the passing of 
Lieutenant Joseph Edwin Cox, son of James Henry and Martha 
Reid Law Cox.  Young Cox served in The Manchester Artillery 
(Captain Weisiger’s Company) of the 16

th
 Regiment of Virginia 

Volunteers.  An attorney, he enlisted at age 23 May 1, 1861. On 
June 30, 1861 he was reported on “sick furlough”.  The records 
indicate he never recovered from his illness and died at the 
family residence. His tombstone, in the Cox Family Cemetery in 
Winterpock, states that he contracted the disease which killed 
him while serving at Sewell’s Point, VA.  

Just one man from Chesterfield is known to have been 
made prisoner of war in 1861. Samuel E. Vaden, a private in the 
Chesterfield Dragoons [Company A, 4

th
 Virginia Cavalry], was 

captured October 21, 1861 at Edward’s Ferry during the Battle of 
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Leesburg.  The records are sketchy, but the evidence suggests he 
was held in Old Capitol Prison in Washington, DC, until 
exchanged under parole sometime in November. 

The burial sites for these brave, young men, with the 
exception of Lt. Cox, remain unknown. The Chesterfield Historical 
Society of Virginia will appreciate any information regarding their 
final resting places.  Sources:  Unless otherwise shown, all sources 
are from The Compiled Service Records of the individual soldier. 
 

Chesterfield County Chronicles 
Stories from the James to the Appomattox 

A new book by Diane C. Dallmeyer 
The following is a from press release for the book. It is available 
in our gift shop – editor. 
With four hundred years of history, the land between the James 

and the 
Appomattox 

Rivers is one of 
the most storied 
tracts in Virginia. 
Originally part of 
Henrico County, 
it was home to 
Pocahontas, the 
site of the 
nation’s first 

incorporated 
town and the 
only county in 
which an entire 
campaign was 
waged during the 
Civil War. From 
the Courthouse 
Green to the 
creeks of 
Midlothian, local 
historian Diane 

Dallmeyer 
explores this 

fascinating 
history with a series of vignettes and articles that first appeared 
in the Chesterfield Observer. Join Dallmeyer as she reveals stories 
of General Robert E. Lee’s visit to Clover Hill, the early years of 
Virginia horse racing and the mysteries of Wrexham Hall.   A 
recent convert to the lure of history, Diane Dallmeyer moved to 
Chesterfield County after elementary school. Coming from the 
Midwest, “I missed the elementary school lessons about our 
community,” she writes, “so it took me a few more years to 
discover the many ways in which Chesterfield’s story is so truly 
unique.” After earning a Bachelor of Science degree in business at 
James Madison University, Diane returned to Chesterfield, where 
she has remained and raised her three sons. A career change 
brought her to the Chesterfield Historical Society, where she has 
enjoyed reusing the tools of writing sharpened in college by 
contributing articles to the Chesterfield Observer, some of which 
are contained in this book. 
 

Chesterfield County Chronicles – A Book Review 
D. Michael Thomas 

Diane Dallmeyer’s first book is an outstanding and accomplished 
work on the 400 year old history of Chesterfield. By skillfully 
weaving the “little stories”, each offering a unique glimpse into 
the various periods of county chronicles, she provides vivid 
snapshots of the citizens of those times all the while creating a 

fine and connected “big story” in the proper perspectives.  This is 
in keeping with her stated intention found in the Introduction 
and underscored by Peter Lipowicz’s Foreword. Diane presents 
much rich and interesting history seamlessly and with great 
clarity. Chesterfield County Chronicles should be a well received 
addition to the annals of our county and especially by those who 
value its past while enjoying a good read. 
 

Hancock Cemetery Update 
Rachel Baker Lipowicz 

Readers of The Messenger will remember that in January 2010 
we presented the case of the Hancock cemetery in Midlothian.  I 
am happy to report that an agreement has been reached 
between the current land owner and the Hancock descendants 
which not only leaves the little plot intact, but will greatly 
enhance its appearance to the benefit of all parties. In 2009, an 
area of land approximately 47 by 47 feet was cleared for 
archeological evaluation.  In the center of this was left an 
“island” measuring about 10 by 13 feet containing the fenced 
graves of Francis and Elizabeth Hancock.  Thirteen additional 
graves were identified outside of the fenced area.  The 
agreement provides landscaping of the entire 47 by 47 foot site 
with small footstones to mark the 13 unidentified graves.  A 

modern fence and hedgerow will surround the entire cemetery.  
Funds will be provided to the descendants for repairs to the existing 
gravestones of Francis and Elizabeth Hancock and also for repairs to 
the Victorian era, wrought-iron fence which encompasses their 
graves.  This project should be underway by year’s end. 

 
Fundraising 
Peter Lipowicz 

I am pleased to thank our donors who have collectively given 
over $4000 in the second quarter.  Our total year to date is over 
$7000.  And remember, there are many ways to contribute to 
the Society.  Your valuable volunteer time is one.  Also, when you 
buy a book or anything else from the gift shop, that helps us out, 
too. 
 
Donations of $500 or more – Dan Downs $1000, Dominion 
Foundation $1000 grant for the  Civil War exhibit, Altria  $500 
Donations of $100 - $499  John Cogbill, Birkdale Women’s Club 
Howlett's Tavern, Sep & Liess van der Linden, Peppy Jones in 
honor of Bryan Truzzie. 
Donations up to $99  James Edwin Ray, Virginia Board of 
Veterans Services, Crimesolvers/Chuck Andolino, Elliott Grays 
Chapter 1877, Chuck Andolino, Suzanne Malesic, Holly Rison, The 
Community Foundation, Frank Capuano, Angelika Voelkel, Cindy 
Chalkley Hatton, MJ Lee, Beth Kozlik, Sharon Barrett, Janie 
Panagopoulos, Sara Reynolds 
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Membership Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

Membership stands at 567 members.  This quarter we extend a 
warm welcome to 8 new members.  Mr. Jonas Asplund; Ms 
Selena Burnam, Mr. Brett Burnam and Miss Olivia Burnam; Mr. & 
Mrs. Alvin A. Hunter (Jewell); Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Panagopoulas 
(Janie).  It is also our pleasure to welcome new Business 
Member, Martins Grocery Stores.  Our other Business Members 
are: Ms. Sandra R. Claytor, CPA, Express Auto, Center, Inc., 
Howlett’s Tavern, Old Stage, Inc., and Patient First.  Two 
committee members contributed 14.5 volunteer hours . 

 
Cemetery Committee 

Rachel Lipowicz 
Although Spring and Summer weather conditions prohibit us 
from actively searching outside for new cemeteries, we continue 
to search through old records at the courthouse and the Library 
of Virginia. In addition, we have received word that the situation 
with the Hancock cemetery in Midlothian has been resolved.  
Please see article on page 6.  Our eight committee members 
have been very busy, contributing 520 hours this past quarter. 
 

Cultsha Xpo a Big Success 
Peter Lipowicz 

The Society participated along with 54 other Richmond area 
cultural 

institutions 
and non-
profits at the 
first annual 
Cultsha Xpo 
at the Science 
Museum of  
Virginia June 
25.  The 
event was 
sponsored by 

CultureWorks, and the 
Society’s participation 
was led by Guy Smith.  
The Society was 
prominently featured in 
the museum rotunda.  
What a great location!  
We all had a fun time, 
and we were able to 
show what we do to 
scores of children and 
adults.  The table where 
you get to guess what 
use an artifact had back 
in the day was very 
popular with everyone. 
We also raised $275 for 
the Society.  The 
Society was the lead 
story in the article in 
the Richmond Times-
Dispatch, and former 
Governor Tim Kaine 
dropped by for a visit.  
We hope to see you 
there next year!  

Liess Honored by the Board of Supervisors 
Peter Lipowicz 

The following resolution was adopted June 15, 2011. 
 
WHEREAS, Mrs. Liess van der Linden-Brusse has served as a 
member of the Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia for 
thirteen years; and 
WHEREAS, these years of service represent Mrs. van der Linden-
Brusse’s commitment to enhancing the quality of life for citizens 
in Chesterfield County through the Chesterfield Historical 
Society, a volunteer organization that serves as the center for 
Chesterfield County history, and whose purposes are to collect, 
preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for the 
education of present and future generations; and  
WHEREAS, during her years of service, Mrs. van der Linden-
Brusse has developed The Lecture Series to help educate the 
citizens of Chesterfield County with lectures and programs from 
recognized speakers and historians; and  
WHEREAS, during her years of service, Mrs. van der Linden-
Brusse has held numerous leadership positions including Chair of 
the Library Committee, Chair of the Events Committee, Director, 
and First Vice President; and  
WHEREAS, for the last two years, Mrs. van der Linden-Brusse has 
further demonstrated her dedication to the Society by serving as 
President of the Society; and  
WHEREAS, as President of the Society, Mrs. van der Linden-
Brusse has worked diligently to strengthen the organization in all 
aspects including membership, finances, leadership development 
and recruitment of volunteers; and  
WHEREAS, while President, Mrs. van der Linden-Brusse 
continued to serve the Society as Chair of the Library Committee 
and Event Committee, devoting hundreds of hours of volunteer 
time; and  
WHEREAS, under Mrs. van der Linden-Brusse’s leadership and 
with her encouragement and support, the Society has 
established exceptional programs at Magnolia Grange and the 
Museum; and  
WHEREAS, Mrs. van der Linden-Brusse and others under her 
leadership represented and advocated for preserving history 
programs in difficult economic times, thereby increasing 
community awareness of and excitement about Chesterfield 
County history; and  
WHEREAS, Mrs. van der Linden-Brusse has supported the further 
development of Parks and Recreation history programs at all 
county historic sites; and  
WHEREAS, under Mrs. van der Linden-Brusse’s leadership, the 
Chesterfield Historical Society has continued to thrive and 
prosper and is well positioned to continue to do so in the future. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chesterfield County 
Board of Supervisors, this 15th day of June 2011, publicly 
recognizes Mrs. Liess van der Linden-Brusse for her years as 
President of the Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia and 
extends its appreciation for all the volunteer hours she has given 
to this community and for the programs and services her tireless 
efforts have helped to make possible. AND, BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mrs. van 
der Linden-Brusse, and that this resolution be permanently 
recorded among the papers of this Board of Supervisors of 
Chesterfield County, Virginia. 
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July     CHS Events 
11-15

th
, 9am-1pm CHSV “Diggin’ In History” Kids Archeology Camp (Castlewood). Fee $95. Pre-paid reservations required. 

23
rd

, Sat, 10am-2pm Bermuda Hundred Campaign Tour – Civil War 150
th

  Event (Henricus Historical Park) $8. Register online with 
Paypal 

24
th

, Sun, 2pm CHSV Members Quarterly Meeting & Ice Cream Social – 30
th

 Anniversary (Museum/Old Jail) Speaker: Judge 
Ernest P. Gates (CHSV First President) 

25
th

, Mon, 6-8pm CHSV “Tavern Talk” with Editorial Staff from the RIC Times/Dispatch, the Chesterfield Observer & the Chester 
Village News (Howlett’s Tavern, Chester). Dinner reservations: (804)930-1034. 

26-28
th

, 9am-1pm “Colonial Crafts & Games” Summer Camp (Museum Complex). Fee $65. Pre-paid registration required: 
(804)796-7121. 

30
th

, Sat, 10-11am Midlothian Mines Tour (Midlothian Mines Park) $8. Register (804)748-1623  www.midlomines.org 
August 
1-5

th
, 9-1pm “Diggin’ In History” Kids Archeology Camp (Castlewood). Fee $95. Pre-paid reservations required. 

6
th

, Sat, 10am-Noon Butler’s Offensive – Civil War 150
th

 Event (Point of Rocks) $8. Register online with Paypal 
13

th
, Sat, 10-11am Falling Creek Ironworks Tour (Bensley Park) $8. Register (804)748-1623 www.fallingcreekironworks.org 

20
th

, Sat, 10-11am Eppington Plantation Tour (Eppington) $8. Register (804)748-1623 
September (Henricus 400

th
 Anniversary Month) 

10
th

, Sat, 9am-1pm CHSV Antiques Evaluation “Roadshow” with Chester Lions (9
th

 Grade Campus Thomas Dale High School) 
$10/item or 3 Items for $25.  (804)796-7121 

10
th

, Sat, 2-4pm Butler’s Offensive – Civil War 150
th

 Event (Point of Rocks). $10. Register online with Paypal. 
10

th
, Sat, 8-10 pm Spirited History Tour of 1917 Courthouse Green, $20, Register online with Paypal 

14
th

, Wed (?), 1pm CHSV “Grandma’s Tea” (Magnolia Grange) (?).  $25, Pre-paid reservations: (804)796-1479 
17-18

th
, Sat-Sun CHSV Info Table at Henricus “Publick Days/400

th
 Anniversary.” (Henricus Historic Park).  Parking Fee.   

October 
1

st
, Sat, 11am-4pm CHSV Info Table at “Eppington Heritage Day” (Eppington). Free. 

3
rd

, Mon, noon-6pm CHSV Annual Golf Classic (The Highlands Country Club). Sponsors Needed. 
8

th
, Sat, 10am-2pm Bermuda Hundred Campaign Van Tour (Henricus Historic Park). $12. Register online with Paypal. 

15
th

, Sat, 11am-3pm CHSV Info Table at “Midlothian Village Day” & Midlothian Mines Tours.   
20

th
, Thurs, 4pm CHSV Measuring of the Nunnally Oak (measured in 2001) (1917 Courthouse) 

23
rd

, Sun, 2pm CHSV Quarterly Members Meeting – 30
th

 Anniversary (Castlewood) 
28

th
, Fri, 7-10pm “Haunted Lantern Tours” (Magnolia Grange). $5/adult, $2 Kids (3-10). Reservations required: (804)796-7003. 

29
th

, Sat, 11am-3pm CHSV “Colonial Market & Court Day” Fundraiser (1917 Courthouse Green) 
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