
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  Number 89                                                                                                             April 2009                                                                                                              
                                                                                    

The Messenger  

OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

Quarterly Meeting 
Providence United Methodist Church 

901 South Providence Road, Richmond, 23236 

Sunday, April 26, 2009   2:00 pm 

 

Please join us as we explore this historic church, established in 

1807 in what is now the northern part of Chesterfield (one mile 

south of Midlothian Turnpike/Route 60 on Providence Road).  

CHS volunteer Shirley Hudson has been a member of 

Providence Methodist for many years and will share her 

personal memories as well as the well-documented history and 

artifacts of this church as it transitioned from a small frame 

building into the large brick complex we see today. 

Refreshments will be served during the meeting.           
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 

 the education of present and future generations 

 

 New CHS Phone Numbers  
Soon our old phone number 777-9663 will  

no longer work.  Here are our new phone 

numbers.  The Society has a new Events 

Reservation phone line for any event that 

does not require prepayment at 796-7003. 

Our new office number is:  796-7121 . 

 

Send an e-mail to DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov and ask to be on our e-mail list.   
 

 

mailto:DallmeyerD@chesterfield.gov
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From the President –  

We have all been working hard to restore funding for the positions at Magnolia 

Grange and the Museum so I want to update you with the status of that effort.  

At the March 25 public meeting of the Board of Supervisors Chairman Art 

Warren stated that negotiations were ongoing and that a compromise to keep 

the facilities open was very close. I have discussed the progress of the 

negotiations with Deputy County Administrator Becky Dickson and, based on 

these discussions, I feel very good about the outcome.  I am very optimistic 

that when the final budget is approved on April 15, the two positions will be 

funded.  I believe our best course of action now is to be patient while the 

Supervisors make their final decisions.  Should anything come up that requires 

our Board's attention, rest assured that this matter is my highest priority until it 

is resolved. 

 

You did a great job of contacting the Supervisors with our concerns and being 

there at all the public meetings.  Having the expanded list of e-mail addresses 

of our members was critical.  Without it, we could not have contacted the 

members in time to make a difference.  Every time we need to contact all of 

our members by first-class mail the cost is about $200 and the process takes a 

few days.  With e-mail, there is no cost.  So I am asking you to provide us with  

your e-mail address.  It is not a matter of convenience – it can be a matter of 

winning or losing on important issues like funding for staff positions.  

 

The Winter Lecture Series was a great success.  If you missed it, don’t worry, 

there is a Spring Lecture Series starting April 11.  We could use a few 

volunteers to help with the lectures to take money and sign up new members.   

I want to welcome new contributors to The Messenger: Hazel Cole, Mike 

Thomas, Jerry Rudd, and Terry Roach.  The Messenger could not exist without 

these member articles.  So if you have a favorite subject and something to 

share – write it down and send it in.  If you are not sure how to get started – 

call Diane and she will point you in the right direction. 

 

From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by June 10 any submissions you 

would like to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net. 
 

CHS Events  
April 4, noon—Confederate History & Heritage Day, 1917 courthouse  

April 11, 11 am—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture: Ed Sanders, ―Battle of 

Drewry’s Bluff‖ Central Library 

April 15, 1-6—Chester Garden Club Historic House Tour: ―Beach, VA‖ 

(tickets for this event are $15 and are available at Magnolia Grange) 

April 18, 11-6—Chamber of Commerce ―Celebration of the Vine‖ in the 

1917 Courthouse Complex area.  Visit Chamber of Commerce website for 

details.  Extra volunteers needed to staff Museum & Grange 

April 25, 11 am—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture: Scott Williams, 

―Bermuda Hundred Campaign‖ Central Library 

April 26, 2 pm—CHS Quarterly Meeting, Providence Road Methodist Church 

May 2, 9-7—Surry Bus Tour.  Cedar Ridge, Surry House, lunch, Surry 

Historical Society, Carpenter Museum, Chester House. Tickets $38 

May 9, 11 am—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture: Sam Craghead ―CSS 

Shenandoah‖ Central Library 

May 16, 1-4 pm, Victoria & Albert tea featuring Victorian costumes 

May 30, 11 am—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture: Nancy Carter Crump, 

―Colonial Life‖ Central Library 

June 20, 10-4—Plantation Day, Magnolia Grange.   

June 27, 11 am—Celebrate Chesterfield Lecture: Elli Morris, ―Cooling the 

South: The Block Ice Era‖  Magnolia Grange 

**visit our website for more event information and details!** 

 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/789D9WV8/lipowicz1@verizon.net
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Membership Committee 4
th

 Quarter Report 
Rachel Lipowicz 

The membership Committee has been busy with dues and 

membership rolls this quarter.  Final dues notices have been sent.  

CHS membership stands at 643.  We extend a warm welcome to 

49 new members this quarter: Mr. Nasir A. Abdur-Rahim; Ms. 

Beverly Condrey Berry; Mr. & Mrs. Larry Burk (Lynda); Mr. & 

Mrs. John Burns (Doris); Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Calderone 

(Lori); Ms. Shannon Chandler & Mrs. Katie Johnson; Ms. Cathy 

Cheely and son, Noah Downs; Ms. Michelle Collins-Robinson; 

Ms. Norma J. Corbin; Ms. Josephine C. Flippen; Mr. & Mrs. 

Chuck Harris (Patsy); Mr. Ed Jordan; The family of Cecilia 

Manns (Miss Adina & Eugene Pogue, Nazirah Robinson); Mr. A. 

Edward Martin; Mr. & Mrs. Herbert A. McDaniel, Jr. (Virginia); 

Mr. Daniel C. Moore; Mrs. Rosalie S. Owens; Mr. & Mrs. 

Richard Perkins (Janet & Miss Mary Jane); Ms. Cynthia 

Robinson; Mr. Hamilton Robinson; Ms. Holly Rush & Mr. Joe 

Martin; Ms. Laurel K. Scott; Ms. Iona Sims; Mr. & Mrs. T. Dean 

Smith (Elizabeth); Ms. Esther M. Smith; Mr. & Mrs. John H. 

Taylor (Darlene); The Chesterfield Chapter of the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy; Mr. James Vaughan; Mr. & Mrs. 

Ronnie Waddell (Ida and Sean); Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Waller 

(Anne); Mr. Russell Walsh. 

 

Cemetery Committee 1
st
 Quarter Report 

Rachel Lipowicz 

We continue to locate and research new cemeteries.  This past 

quarter we’ve visited 15 cemeteries, 6 of which were new to us.  

We continue to list cemeteries on Findagrave.com and many 

Chesterfield County gravestone photos may be seen there.  A 

link to Findagrave.com is on the CHS homepage.  We continue 

to collect obituaries.  Our interment card collection continues to 

grow.  The Churchyards book is just about complete.  Five 

committee members and one helper gave a total of 467 hours of 

time this quarter.   

 

I generally receive 2-5 contacts weekly regarding cemeteries in 

Chesterfield County.  These calls and emails usually involve 

people searching for the burial sites of their ancestors but also 

include County residents who’ve stumbled upon a old graveyard 

in the woods or by the roadside; reporters writing articles on 

Chesterfield cemeteries; and private and county employees 

who’ve happened on a graveyard in the course of their work and 

need to know more about the site.  All are interested in exactly 

what the committee does when visiting a site.  Two things we 

think about before we visit a site are where the property is 

physically located and who owns the parcel.  Many graveyards 

are located on properties with no main road frontage.  We use a 

hiker’s GPS to get coordinates for the graveyard and use those 

coordinates to establish the correct parcel and address.  A check 

through county records will give us the land owner.  Using this 

information we are usually able to find the original owner of a 

cemetery. 

 

At the site we record the following information:  The size of the 

graveyard; the number of graves; the number of grave markers 

and the various types of markers; evidence of enclosures such as 

fences or walls; orientation of graves; presence of traditional 

plantings such as cedar, periwinkle, yucca; and evidence of a 

nearby homeplace.  We will also note evidence of vandalism. 

 

Many old graveyards are overrun by brush and it is often difficult 

to establish exact boundaries even if they are fenced.  Graves 

often exist outside the fence so we look beyond the immediate 

area for the presence of large, old hardwood trees.  Often these 

trees are placed at the corners of graveyards and many times 

evidence of wire fencing can be seen stuck in the tree trunks.  If 

it’s easy we can measure the site, but otherwise we estimate the 

size.  It is also difficult to get an exact grave count.  When graves 

are only marked by fieldstone and the rows undulate, it is hard to 

tell if a grave is marked at head and foot or just at the head.  

Abandoned graveyards tend to go back to nature and hide 

evidence of graves.  In general there can be as many as 3 to 10 

times as many graves as are present.  This was the case in 1986 

when a company went to remove what they believed to be 25 

graves from a graveyard on Midlothian Turnpike and ended up 

uncovering 226!  We always consider a grave count to be an 

estimate unless a person with definitive knowledge of the site 

tells us otherwise.   

 

We photograph grave markers using a digital camera.  These 

photos, when taken at a high resolution, can actually make some 

inscriptions easier to read.  Images and inscriptions on 

gravestones are both beautiful and informative.  All of these 

factors are part of the the research done by the Cemetery 

Committee.  Our records are often the only extensive 

documentation of burials in many Chesterfield County 

graveyards.  The work is both enjoyable and rewarding. 

 

Batteau Committee Gearing Up 
Pam Wiley 

The Batteau Committee held its winter organizational meeting in 

early February and made plans to complete detail work on the 

new batteau Lord Chesterfield as soon as the weather allows. 

Committee members also attended the late-February 

organizational meeting of the James River Batteau Festival and 

will handle site coordination for Maidens Landing in Powhatan 

County, the festival’s final stop.  This year’s festival will run 

from Saturday, June 20, through Saturday, June 27, and trace the 

route of 18th-century whitewater cargo vessels. Photos from last 

year’s festival are online at www.batteau.org. 

The festival will begin at the public boat ramp across the James 

from historic downtown Lynchburg, in Amherst County. 

Campsites along the way are open to the public each evening and 

feature live music and period craftspersons. The 2009 stops are: 

June 20 private land off Route 622 in Stapleton  

June 21 across the river from the state boat ramp at Bent Creek 

June 22 state boat ramp at Wingina in Nelson County; 

June 23 state boat ramp at Howardsville in Albemarle County; 

June 24 state boat ramp at Scottsville, also in Albemarle County; 

June 25 private land off Route 652 where the Slate River feeds 

into the James in Buckingham County; 

June 26 state boat ramp at Cartersville in Cumberland County;  

June 27 state boat ramp at Maidens. 

Batteaux typically arrive at each stop around 3 or 4 p.m. Festival 

campsites close to the public at dark. The Batteau Committee 

will be represented at the 2009 annual meeting of the Virginia 

Canals and Navigations Society, the James River Batteau 

Festival’s parent organization, May 22-24 in Richmond.  

http://www.batteau.org/
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Library Committee Veterans Database 
Mike Thomas 

The Library Committee now has over 6,100 veterans, men and 

women, entered into the Veterans Data Base maintained by the 

Society.  This comprehensive listing covers Chesterfield veterans 

from Colonial times right up to Iraq and Afghanistan.  It contains 

about 500 listings from the Colonial and American Revolution 

eras, almost 3,800 from 1786 to 1900 and nearly 1,800 since 

1900. In the past 4 months, nearly 200 new names have been 

added and another 400 from the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries have had 

their listings updated through research by the Committee. We 

have also assisted several people seeking information on the 

military service of their Chesterfield County ancestors. 

 

Mr. Alex Mait, a senior at Clover Hill High School, added almost 

100 new names and supporting  information  to the database  as 

part of a National Honor Society service project he has 

undertaken.  This service is appreciated and certainly assists us in 

building our records.  We urge all veterans in Chesterfield 

County to fill out our one-page Veteran Information form 

available on our website. 

 

Thank You, Donors 

The Society thanks all of these donors, who have provided a cash 

donation or grant to the Society in the first quarter of 2009.  

 

Carlton Clarke, Barbara Jernigan, Robert Jones,   

Virginia Justis, James and June Rooks,  

Charles Foster in memory of Elizabeth J. Foster, 

Paul Westlake, Gail Feind, Phyllis Bass, Ann Rest,   

City of Colonial Heights $500 for Military History 

 

In Memoriam 
On February 22, 2009, 

longtime member and 

Cemetery Committee 

volunteer, Elizabeth 

Savage Johnson passed 

away at her historic 

South Richmond home, 

Laurel Meadows.  

Elizabeth came to CHS 

in 1985 and had 

volunteered with the 

Cemetery Committee 

until prevented by 

declining health.  

Elizabeth was a positive 

presence on our 

committee and had a 

kind word and smile for 

all who met her.  She enjoyed walking through Chesterfield’s old 

burying grounds as well as helping with family research.  Her 

love of historic places was evident in the pride she had for her 

home, built about 1760.  With her passing, members of the 

Cemetery Committee have lost a kind and gentle friend. 

 

 

 

Clover Hill Mine 

Rachel and I had the opportunity to visit a  mine in Winterpock 

on the 10300 block of Coalboro Road and see the old brick ruin 

that is there.  We took some photographs that we would like to 

share with you.  The historical marker is at the corner of 

Winterpock and Beach Roads across from Crump’s store. 
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Defense Supply Center Richmond  – A History 
This article was copied from the DSCR installation guide.  The 

photos of the elk and the alfalfa field are from our collection.  

The photos of the Frank Bellwood home (photos #1 and #2 were 

provided by DSCR – ed. 

 

The land serving as home to Defense Supply Center Richmond is 

one of the oldest inhabited parcels of land in the United States.  

Artifacts excavated from the land dating back to 3500-1200 B.C. 

indicate that Native American tribes used the area as a trade site.  

The site of the installation is also linked to the original 

Jamestown settlers.  The site was occupied in 1619 by Thomas 

Sheffield, who was given a royal  land grant of 2,300 acres by 

the Crown of England.  The Sheffield family and a group of 10 

settlers occupying the land died in an Indian attack in 1622.  The 

land remained idle until 1634, when the region was organized 

into counties and the land became part of Chesterfield County.  

The Sheffield tract passed into the hands of Seth Ward.  In 1797, 

Richard Gregory bought approximately 1,000 acres from Ward.   

Gregory and his family built a manor house on the property 

between 1797 and 1804.  The house is now the Bellwood Club.  

Gregory left the bulk of his estate to his son, who in turn passed 

it to Major Augustus Drewry and his wife, Lavinia, Gregory’s 

granddaughter.   After the Civil War, Drewry traded the farm to 

Captain James B.  Jones, a fellow officer in the Confederate 

army, who had helped man the guns at Fort Darling.   Jones lived 

on the property until the mid-1880s, but wasn’t able to make a go 

of farming after the war, since the land was worn out from 

constant tobacco and cotton farming.  The war had also exacted a 

heavy toll on the area.    

 

In 1887, the property was sold to James Bellwood, a Canadian 

agriculturist.   Bellwood and his three sons transformed the over 

2,000 acre farm into a model of agriculture.  He also imported a 

pair of mated elk which  flourished and became known as the 

Bellwood elk.   The Army purchased the land from Bellwood on 

June 6, 1941.  The elk herd passed along with the property as 

part of a ―gentleman’s agreement.‖  Descendents of that original 

elk herd remain on the property to this day and are cared for by 

the center’s employees.  Clearing and grading of land for 

construction began in August of that year, with the Richmond 

Quartermaster Depot being activated in January, 1942.   

 

In its first two decades, the mission of Richmond Quartermaster 

Depot was one of traditional logistics support to the U. S. Army 

with emphasis on quartermaster items.   By March, supplies were 

rolling in and out of the depot.  More than 8,450 employees 

worked on the installation during the peak years of World War II.  

On a single day, more than 850 rail cars were dispatched and 

received, providing supplies for the war effort.  During the 

depot’s first 30 months of operation, the tonnage shipped, if 

converted to a solid freight train, would stretch over 1,000 miles.  

Throughout World War II, the Korean conflict and Vietnam, the 

installation thrived with activity.  The installation, its tenants and 

their missions, has transformed throughout its five decades of 

service to adapt to the needs of the nation’s military.  Richmond 

Quartermaster Depot was renamed Richmond Armed Service 

Forces Depot in 1943.  The U. S.  Army Quartermaster Branch 

Depot was established on the site in 1949, followed by the U. S.  

Army General Supply Center in 1958.  In 1962, the installation 

name changed to Defense General Supply Center and it became 

part of Defense Supply Agency.  DGSC’s mission included 

supply management of more than 300,000 general supply items 

for the military services and certain civilian agencies worldwide.  

In 1977, the Defense Supply Agency name changed to Defense 

Logistics Agency to reflect its broadened role in military 

logistics.  Another major change occurred in 1986, when depot 

operations were separated from inventory control point functions 

and a separate organization, Defense Distribution Depot 

Richmond, was established on the site. In 1996, the installation 

name changed from Defense General Supply Center to Defense 

Supply Center Richmond.  Today, DSCR serves as the aviation 

supply and demand chain manager for Defense Logistics Agency 

and serves within DoD 

(Department of Defense) 

as the primary source of 

supply for more than 1.2 

million repair parts and 

operating supply items.  

DSCR’s mission is to 

provide best value 

aviation weapon systems 

and environmental 

logistics support to 

America’s armed forces—on land, at sea and in the air.   

Manor House is one of the oldest houses in Chesterfield County 

and is listed as a national, state and county landmark.  It was 
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built between 1797 and 1804 by the Gregory family.  The 

Drewry family owned the land during the Civil War.  

Confederate Troops erected a fort known as Drewry’s Bluff or 

Fort Darling east of the property on the James River.   The fort 

was used to defend Richmond from attacks by Union gunboats.  

In May 1864 Confederate Gen. P. G. T.  Beauregard made the 

land his home and met with Confederate President Jefferson 

Davis in the Manor House to confer on a plan for halting the 

Union advance on Richmond.  The house survived despite the 

fighting that took place on the property during the Union’s siege 

of Richmond.  Drewry traded the farm to Capt.  James Jones, a 

fellow Confederate officer.  Jones couldn’t make a go of farming 

after the war because the land was worn out from tobacco and 

cotton farming 

and the toll the 

war had taken on 

the land In 1887 

the property was 

sold to James 

Bellwood, a 

Canadian 

agriculturist who 

was seeking a 

more temperate 

climate because 

of health 

concerns.  He paid $18.50 an acre and transformed an area of 

more than 2,000 acres into a model of agriculture for Virginia, 

winning many awards taking first prizes at the Panama-Pacific 

International Exposition in San Francisco in 1915 and at the state 

fair on numerous occasions for growing peanuts, soybeans, corn 

and tobacco.  Many of the awards are on display in the 

headquarters building The Manor House was home to Mr. and 

Mrs. Bellwood.  Mr. Bellwood died in 1924 at age 88.  Today, 

the house serves as a dining and special events facility.   

 

James Bellwood, a landowner of some note in Virginia and the 

last private owner of the land on which the installation resides, 

was ardent animal fancier.   He maintained a wooded park on his 

over 2,000 acre farm in which deer, rabbits, and other animals 

could roam at will.  In the early 1900s, he imported a mated pair 

of elk from Yosemite National Park and Northwest Canada to 

start a herd.  The elk were an immediate hit, not only with the 

Bellwood family, but with the local citizenry, who would pack a 

picnic lunch and hop the Richmond- Petersburg Trolley to the 

Bellwood animal park to enjoy a Sunday outing.  They were 

practically a tourist attraction.  Through the years, the herd 

multiplied and flourished on a treatment of lush grass, good 

forage, and the admiration of hundreds of visitors.  The peak of 

the herd when the Bellwoods still had the land is believed to be 

approximately 22 or 23.  Then came World War II.  The federal 

government, seeking a choice site for the construction of a 

storage depot, purchased the land from the James Bellwood 

family for the construction of the Richmond Quartermaster 

Depot, now Defense Supply Center Richmond.  The Bellwood 

brothers, who were in their sixties at the time, wanted to sell to 

the Army but shared a concern over the future of their father’s 

beloved elk.  Col. J. W. G. Stephens, the officer negotiating the 

land sale for the War Department, sensed their concern.  ―Boys, I 

suggest you take the money and retire,‖ he told them.  ―Spend 

your summers in Canada and your winters in Florida and we’ll 

look after the elk.‖ The deal was closed with a hand shake in just 

those terms.   

 

The war years presented no great problem to the maintenance of 

the herd.  Elk roaming the 640-plus acre depot were a common 

site to the 5,000 civilian and military employees and 2,500 

German prisoners-of-war housed there.  The open pasture land 

was green in the summer, and in the winter when the grass was 

short and sparse, the grass diet was supplemented with forage 

purchased for the Army horses used by the installation’s 

mounted security force But then the war was over; the horse was 

phased out by the Army; and on Sept.  10, 1948, Col.  F.  F.  

Spann, chief of the Field Service Division at the Richmond 

Quartermaster Depot, received a message from the Office of the 

Quartermaster General, Washington: ―No appropriated funds are 

available to the Department of the Army for the feeding of elk.  ‖ 

That terse, one-sentence message told installation commanders 

then and forevermore that they could just look elsewhere for 

funds to provide for the animals that even then were a living 

symbol of this government supply point.  Over the years, 

employees and management have found various ways to provide 

for their beloved elk.  First came the Elk Relief Association 

which featured an annual fund drive called the Elk’s Bawl.  That 

was discontinued in 1972, however, due to regulations limiting 

solicitation.  Funds were provided through employee donations 

until 1975 when the officers’ wives’ club took over that 

responsibility.  Today there is an elk feed fund council to manage 

the funds.  The money for provisioning the elk comes from the 

proceeds of recycling, private and civic organization donations, 

and the occasional sale of one of the animals.  The objective is 
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not just to raise money, but to keep the herd at a manageable size 

and to preserve its health, according to the Facilities Engineering 

Division, the caretakers of the animals.  The herd is maintained 

at between seven and 10 head.  When it grows beyond that 

number, individual elk are normally traded with, or adopted by, 

other organizations around the country.  Recipients over the 

years include the Dolly Ann Preserve in Allegheny County, 

Richmond’s Thalhimer (Maymont) Wildlife Exhibit, Virginia 

Zoological Exchange in Natural Bridge, and Arthur Godfrey’s 

Farm in Leesburg.  Before long, however, more youngsters will 

arrive and be admired by the Bellwood community and visitors 

alike.  Later, the herd will again be downsized, with a decision 

being made whether parent or offspring will be offered for 

adoption.  Until then, these quiet symbols of Defense Supply 

Center Richmond will continue to graze in the shade of oak trees, 

as cars and people pass by, going about the business of 

supporting the military services.  They are living proof the center 

honors its commitments, even those made more than a half-

century ago.   

Memories of Winterpock  
 Hazel Bowman Cole 

My grandparents, Walter James Bowman and Minnie Florence 

Pinkleton, wed July 14, 1897.  Walter was 24 years old and his 

occupation was a bartender.  They made their home in the old 

hotel located on the present day Coalboro Road.  It was at the 

hotel that their first child was born October 9, 1898.  They 

welcomed 

Logan Bryan 

Bowman into 

their home. 

The following 

are memories 

of my Dad 

Logan.  He 

told of their 

early life in his 

beloved 

Winterpock.  

The railroad 

was built to 

transport coal 

to the 

Appomattox 

and James 

Rivers to be 

shipped to 

ports along the 

eastern 

seaboard.  The hotel was needed for the mine workers that 

moved to into the area.  Winterpock was an active metropolis in 

the early 1800’s.  There was a bar room, general store, church, 

and other accommodations for the locals.  When the mines 

closed due to numerous explosions, Winterpock almost became a 

ghost town.  The hotel was built near the tracks.  The old railroad 

bed later became Coalboro Road.  A trestle was built over a deep 

gorge and creek that emptied into the Winterpock creek.  The 

trestle was rails over heavy support timbers for the train to cross 

over.  You couldn’t drive a team or automotives across it.  The 

trestle was removed in the late 1930’s.  The railroad bed was 

paved and extended from Beach Road to Beaver Bridge Road.  

Previously you would have to go a different route to drive from 

the old Coalboro house to Winterpock. 

   

There was a former slave from the Clover Hill Plantation named 

Ned Patterson that lived in the area.  He often came around 

looking for food.  Dad said that he and his cousin Herbert 

Cashion were playing when Herbert saw Ned approaching and 

Herbert locked Logan in the chicken house and ran home to his 

Mother.  Logan was screaming for his Mother.  Ned heard his 

cries and unlocked the door and let Logan out.  He looked up at 

Ned and asked if he wanted a biscuit.  Of course Ned wanted a 

biscuit, but he never got the biscuit.  Logan was too scared even 

though Ned was a well respected old gentleman.   

Dad’s parents’ bought property in the Summit area.  He attended 

Bethia School completing all grades.  He often told of how the school 

boys had to go to the spring for water, the spring was located on the 

Winterpock Road, where today there is a very nice pond.  The present 

Bethia Methodist Church is located near the pond.  The boys also had 

to gather fire wood for the school’s heat.   

 

Growing up in Winterpock was an adventure for my Dad.  He and 

other young boys would put pump cars on the rails and ride to 

Winterpock.  They were often scolded by the train’s workmen.  

Dad’s Mother would take him by train to visit her Mother that lived 

near Beach, VA.  It was quite a thrill to take a train ride.  He often 

spoke of Summit, Puckett’s Siding also Perdue’s Siding.  The train 

delivered freight for the local stores.  He mentioned the large rolls of 

bologna as well as other commodities for Crump’s Store that would 

be left at the Rail Siding.  Daddy dearly loved Winterpock.  He 

lived there until he was 36 years old.  He moved to Richmond in 

September 1934 to find employment.  He always dreamed of 

moving back to Winterpock.  His dream was realized in death 

when he came home to be buried in Bethia Cemetery October 11, 

1965. 

 

G. Dabney Gills, Confederate Veteran 
Jerry Rudd 

It started with a statement from Graham Nelms, a member of 

Branch’s Baptist Church.  ―I believe we have a Civil War veteran 

buried in our cemetery, I don’t know whether Confederate or 

Union.‖  Graham took me to the grave site and based on the 

information on the stone I was able to find Gills in the 1850 

census.  He was a native of Amelia County and listed in the 

household of Armstead Gills.  I was talking to Mike Thomas who 

works on the Veterans database, sharing what I had found out so 

far.  Two weeks later, Mike gave me what he had found in the 

Confederate Records.  George Dabney Gills was born 4 

September 1834 and raised in Mannboro District of Amelia 

County.  At the beginning of the war he was a farmer.  He 

enlisted 9 May 1861 and he was assigned to the First Virginia 

Cavalry Regiment.  This unit was commanded by Col. J.E.B. 

Stuart and later by Fitzhugh Lee.  According to the regimental 

history by Robert J. Driver, Jr., this unit was involved in some of 

the hottest actions throughout the war.  Gills was sick with 

typhoid fever in April of 1864 and returned to duty.  He was 

promoted to second corporal shortly thereafter.  It is noted in the 

history that Gills was a good soldier. After the war he became a 

farm manager in Henrico County and was later a retail grocer in 

Manchester.  He died November 19, 1892.  His death is listed as 

an accident, but there was no further information.  His wife, 

Octavia, also a native Virginian, was found in the 1900 census 
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living in Leigh District of Amelia County.  She was 67 years old 

at the time.  There is no record of children.  Further research 

showed that Gills had joined the Amelia Dragoons which became 

Company G of the First Virginia.  George Dabney Gills and 

Octavia are buried side-by-side at Branch’s Baptist Church 

Cemetery. 

 

H. V. Baldwin Department Store 

Do you remember shopping at the H.  V.  Baldwin & Co.  

department store (later known as McCargo-Baldwin) at 1209-

1211 Hull Street in the Manchester neighborhood of Southside 

Richmond?  If so, a local historian would like to talk with you. 

 

Stuart Nixon, a resident of Chesterfield County , is researching 

the history of the old building on behalf of its current owners, 

who plan to restore it and operate it as a retail/office destination.  

As part of their project, the owners want to pay tribute to the 

building's colorful past, which traces back to the early 1900s 

when Hunter V.  Baldwin opened for business in his new three-

story structure, using the first floor for a store and the two upper 

floors for apartments.  By the 1930s, Hull Street had become a 

busy shopping corridor, prompting Mr. Baldwin to expand his 

line of dry goods to the upper floors.  When Mr.  Baldwin died in 

1945, his partner, Wade G.  McCargo, took over and carried on 

the store's tradition as an upscale establishment.  In 1959, 

Thalhimers purchased the store and made it part of their retail 

family.  Mr.  Nixon would like to hear from anybody who: 

 Shopped at the store prior to 1959.   

 Met or knew Hunter Baldwin or Wade McCargo or any 

member of their families. 

 Met or knew Wiley Anderson, the building's architect, 

or  J.  A.  Clay, the building's contractor.   

 Knows any former employee of the store    

 Has any pre 1959 photographs of the 1200 block of Hull 

Street  

 Has any other connection or information relevant to 

Baldwin's store.   

 

Mr.  Nixon may be  reached  at  608-8242 or snmail@earthlink.net.   

 

Lands That Now Comprise Pocahontas State Park 
Ley Diller 

At Beach Station were many tracts of land which had been used 

for the lumber industry.  Research is underway to learn more 

about the people who used the narrow gauge Bright Hope 

Railroad to deliver their sawn planks to Bermuda Hundred for 

shipment elsewhere.  The earliest record found was for 22 men 

who shipped their lumber to a Harold Spears in New York.  

Contracts were signed during the first two months of 1888 by the 

following men: Jacob Barweger, Walter S. Howlett, John B. 

Williams, Junius G. Belcher, John Hughes, Robert Williams, 

Benjamin L. Blankenship, Nathaniel B. Perdue, L. Wilson, 

Thaddeus Bottoms,  C. C. Phillips, W. W. Bottoms, Appraiser 

George E. Robertson of Chester, C. W. Condrey, J. W. Shook  

Emmett Condrey, John S. Taylor Irvin Condrey  Tarleton W. 

Vest, R. D. Crostic,  Isaac Watkins, Hector J. F. Dahl, and E. A. 

Wilkinson. 

 

Soon businessmen formed incorporated  lumber companies, and 

were joined by others from as far as Prince William County.  

Many of these companies sold their tree depleted land to the U.  

S. Department of the Interior.  The companies include: American 

Hardware Co.,  Investment Realty Corporation, Atlantic 

Construction Co.,  Lipscomb Lumber Co., Chesterfield Land 

Corporation,  N.  B.  Perdue & Co., Chester Lumber Co., P. V.  

Lumber Co., Commonwealth Lumber,  Richmond Properties 

Corporation,  David  M. Lea Co.  Roper Brothers Lumber Co., 

Five States Realty, Southern Lumber & Realty Co., Gray Seed 

Co., and Southside Realty. 
 

Chesterfield County Convict Camps 
Hazel Bowman Cole 

In the early 1930s there was a convict camp at Qualla Road and 

Parish Branch for the prisoners to work the quarry.  I have not 

researched the deed to see who owned the property at that time.  

Lewis Johnson owned a chicken farm next door to the quarry.  

Present day Qualla Road was called Johnson Road until after 

World War II.  The road wasn’t paved in 1942.  My husband, 

George Edward Cole, got large stones out of the creek bed that 

flowed through the quarry to put in our driveway.  We had a 

small stream or drain vein to ford before we got to our house.  

The large stones gave us a solid footing to drive over.  The 

quarry was cut into the hill and with a flowing creek, and never 

filled with water as most quarries do. 

 

The Hancocks owned the hill beyond Pocoshock Creek on the 

south side of Hull Street Road.  Another  prison camp was 

located there in the 1930s.  On Sunday afternoon the prisoners 

would be outside.  There were quite a lot of them.  I suppose it 

was their recreation time.  The prisoners worked in the Hancock 

Quarry on the north side of Hull Street Road.  A herd of cattle 

owned by the Hancocks on the south side would go to pasture 

under the bridge over Pocoshock Creek to the north side of Hull 

Street Road.  The house that the prisoners stayed in was a pre-

fabricated house, put up in sections.  When the camp moved, the 

house was sold to George and Pearl Blankenship.  They 

dismantled the house and numbered all the parts.  They rebuilt 

the house on Canasta Drive off of Ironbridge Road.  The 

Blankenships were living in the house in the early 1940s. 

 

Tomahawk Service Station 
Hazel Bowman Cole 

Tomahawk Service Station was located on Route 360, Hull Street 

Road, between Courthouse and Genito Roads.  James and 

Margaret Heycock Condrey owned the business.  It was a general 

store as well as a gas station.  Mr. Condrey sold fresh meats, 

produce, chicken, and animal feeds.  They carried a full line of 

items for the local needs.  Most rural stores tried to accommodate 

the community. 

 

Mr. Condrey would go the extra mile to help everyone.  Many of 

his customers ran a credit account.  He never pressured them for 

payments.  Mr. Condrey had a heart of gold.  The Great 

Depression had left its mark on the neighborhood.  Jobs were very 

hard to find.  There were timber and sawmill workers as well as 

farmers.  Some men would find work in hog slaughtering time.  

They would cut the hogs out and salt the meat to be put in barrels 

for preservation.  Some of the fresh meat was sold in stores.  Salted 

herrings were kept in wooden buckets and sold in the store.  

Vinegar was stored in a barrel and the customers would bring their 
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gallon jugs to purchase the vinegar.  Canning and pickling were 

popular in the county since Chesterfield was a rural farming 

community.  If a farmer needed baling twine, a plow point, or 

anything related to the farm equipment, Mr. Condrey would drive 

to Richmond and get it since he didn’t stock those items. He was 

very accommodating.  He sold tires as well as gasoline and 

kerosene.  The building trade was almost nil during World War II.  

Supplies were scarce, but Mr. Condrey would stock nails, roll 

roofing, roofing tar, and various materials for repair work.  He 

would sell one shot gun shell if a customer wanted just one.  

Money was scarce during the Great Depression.  He would open a 

pack of chewing gum and sell one stick for a penny.  He would do 

the same with cigarettes.  He would sell one cigarette for a penny.  

The cheaper brand of cigarettes he sold two for a penny. 

 

Tomahawk was a tagging station for the hunters to register their 

kill.  During hunting season, the local men would congregate at 

the store to talk about their chase and kill of the day and also to 

boast of who had the best trophy of the hunt.  Every evening a 

crowd of men, young and old, would gather to play checkers and 

a card game of rook.  The younger people would come to the 

store to socialize and have an ice cream cone.  The older women 

of the area would ride out with their husbands and sit in their cars 

while the husbands would go into the store to chat with friends.  

It was a gathering place for all. 

 

During World War II, service men from Camp Pickett would stop 

by the store in need of gas.  Mr. Condrey would always serve them.  

He would get gas ration coupons to help them get back to base.  He 

helped the local service men as well.  Some of the people in the area 

didn’t use all their coupons and they would help the service men.  

Mike Ittner was a World War I veteran and spent a lot of time at 

Tomahawk.  He was like a fixture there.  During World War II, he 

was selected to serve in the Virginia Reserve Militia Company 21 as 

Second Lieutenant.  His uniform was forest green.  His duty was to 

work blackouts that we had for home security.  The local men would 

come to the store to discuss politics.  They had some heated debates 

about the government and how elections turned out.  It was very 

interesting to hear the different opinions.  This all took place before 

television.  Television was not available until approximately five 

years after World War II. 

 

Mr. Condrey was a baseball fan and he sponsored a local team.  

This was long before Little League.  His other sport was the love 

of his dogs.  He had dogs that looked like German Shepherds.  

He would cut thick slices of bologna for them.  They were like 

children to him.  He had no children.  My brother Douglas 

Bowman worked for Mr. Condrey as a teenager and also after he 

married.  He was drafted into the Army in January 1952 to serve 

in the Korean Conflict.  He has many wonderful memories of his 

good ole days at Tomahawk Service Station.  James H. Condrey 

was born August 25, 1899.  He died December 3, 1977 and was 

buried at Central Baptist Church Cemetery, Courthouse Road, 

Chesterfield County, Virginia. 

 

There were many other businesses located on Hull St. Rd. from 

the Richmond city limits railroad tracks to the Amelia County 

line in the early 1900’s through World War II.  Here is a list I 

have compiled.  

 

1.  Nunnally’s Market- between Railrd tracks and Belt Boulevard  

2.  Hughes Auto Repair shop — Warwick Rd  

3.  Cimmino’s General Store — Warwick Rd  

4.  Ham’s General Store -- between Warwick Rd and 

Chesterfield Gardens  

5.  Reams Camp (Tavern) —  Swanson Rd  

6.  Mrs. Mac’s General Store, gas station, curb service sandwich 

shop — Bryce Lane   

7.  Elkhardt Electric and General Store (circa 1945) — between 

Bryce Lane and Snead Rd   

8.  Clodfelter’s General Store Gas and Groceries —  next door to 

Manchester High School, now Elkhardt School.  

9.  Utley’s Store & Auto Repair — Elkhardt Rd  

10.  Blackburn General Store (two-story building) —Elkhardt Rd  

11.  Joe Woodfin’s Auto Repair and Gas Station —  between 

Chippenham Parkway and Turner Rd  

12.  Jake and Ella Camp’s General Store, (ABC) dancing, food, 

and tourist’s cabins —   Turner Rd  

13.  Will Morrison’s General Store, gas, hot food, and tourist’s 

cabins —  near Pocoshock Creek  

14.  Tom Jolly’s Auto Repair Shop — between Pocoshock Creek 

and Hicks Rd   

15.  Belle Dorset General Store (early 1900) two story building 

—  between Hicks Rd and Falling Creek  

16.  Longest Brothers’ General Store and Gas Station build in the 

1940’s — Courthouse Rd  

17.  John and Lula Sammeth General Store next door to 

Tomahawk Service Station  

18.  Tomahawk General Store and Gas Station —  between 

Courthouse and Genito Rds  

19.  Albert Smith’s Auto Repair — between Speaks Drive and 

Genito Rd  

20.  Norman Grey’s General Store, gasoline and ice (the only 

African-American business) — Bailey Bridge Rd  

21.  Log Cabin General Store, sold gasoline and ice; possibly 

owned by Owens —  near Nuttree Creek  

22.  Pole’s General Store two story building —  near Swift Creek  

23.  Kit Bottom’s General Store, gas and tourist’s cabins — 

between Swift Creek and Winterpock Rd  

24.  Kit Phillips Store —  between Cosby and Otterdale rds 

25.  Henry Gills General Store —  Otterdale Rd  

26.  Garner’s General Store and gas station —  between Otterdale 

Rd and Baldwin Creek Rd  

27.  Barr’s Auto Repair Shop and General Store —  between 

Baldwin Creek Rd and Doss Rd  

28.  Markham’s Market —  Skinquarter Rd  

29.  Clement’s Store and tourist cabins —  between Skinquarter 

Rd and the Amelia County line. 

 

Photograph is of Luck’s Store on Courthouse Rd – ed. 
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Chesterfield Families in the Civil War:  

Sesquicentennial Stories 
Mike Thomas, Pattie Grady, Terry Roach, and Diane Dallmeyer  

 

A century and a half after it began, the Civil War still has a large 

presence in Chesterfield County and don’t look for things to 

change in the next few years!  The Virginia General Assembly 

created the Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War 

Commission in 2006 to prepare for and commemorate the 

sesquicentennial of Virginia's participation in the American Civil 

War (see www.virginiacivilwar.org ). Although the year 2011 is 

the actual 150th year, the commemoration will launch on April 

29, 2009 with a signature conference entitled America on the Eve 

of the Civil War at the University of Richmond.  Our county 

boasts the only locality in the nation within whose boundaries an 

entire campaign was fought, and our seven Civil War sites will 

be popular spots for visitors and residents alike to learn about the 

war.  Perhaps they will also learn some of the stories of families 

who gave beyond measure for the cause of states’ rights. 

 

When coal was discovered in the Winterpock area of 

Chesterfield in 1837, land immediately became very valuable 

and the little community of Winterpock grew into a boomtown of 

nearly one thousand residents.  Within that community was a 

family named Patram. Elizabeth Patram was young enough to 

require her father’s consent when she wed Daniel Patram in 

1817.   She gave birth to two daughters, Minnie and Martha, 

followed by sons Edward (1827), Richard (1832) and Robert 

(1840) as well as another daughter, Susan, in between.  They 

lived in the Summit area of Winterpock.  Summit was a railroad 

station on Beach Road and there is a present day road with that 

name near Clover Hill plantation.   

 

We know that the Patrams had at least three sons who fought 

together in the bloody war, and census documents indicate that 

there may have been more.  Although censuses in the early 1800s 

do not list family members by name, over the course of 30 years, 

six male children were counted on one or more of the surveys.  

Edward, Richard, and Robert can be accounted for through 

pension applications many years after the War.  Edward served 

in the 14
th

 Virginia Regiment of Infantry and was wounded in the 

battle of Malvern Hill where he was shot through the back, at 

Gettysburg where he was shot in the head, at Drewry’s Bluff, and 

finally, Five Forks, both of which resulted in chest wounds.  His 

pension application states ―I am disabled from any manual labor 

from weakness in the chest and shortness of breath,‖ but that at 

age 61, ―I can ably do a little work.‖ 

 

Caroline Patram, widow of Robert who served in the ―company 

commanded by Captain James Snead‖ (Company I, 14
th

 Virginia 

Infantry), filed for her widow’s pension in 1900.  Married to her 

veteran husband in 1882, she was left widowed in 1899 when he 

died of ―paralysis,‖ and she applied for his pension of $25.00 

annually.  Richard Patram served in the 41
st
 Virginia Regiment 

and was wounded on December 13, 1862 at the battle of 

Fredericksburg where his left arm was removed ―at the sholder 

[sic] joint.‖  Richard’s pension of $30.00 was awarded in 1888, 

when he was 56 years old. 

 

Scott Williams, The Chesterfield Historical Society’s Military 

History committee chairman, reports on the planning of the 

Sesquicentennial in Chesterfield County. A committee has been 

formed consisting of representatives from County government, 

the Chesterfield Historical Society, Chesterfield Heritage 

Alliance, the National Park Service, the Richmond Metropolitan 

Convention and Visitors Bureau and Petersburg Area Regional 

Tourism.  The goal of the committee is to highlight both the 

military campaigns and the effects of the war on the home front. 

―By telling the stories of soldiers and civilians, we hope to reach 

a broader, more diverse audience,‖ Williams reports.  Among the 

items currently in the works are an updated Civil War brochure 

for Chesterfield County, Civil War signage at county parks, and 

the Bermuda Hundred Campaign driving tour. The committee is 

also working on developing special exhibits for local libraries 

that will tell the story of the soldiers who fought and the civilians 

who endured the hardships brought on by the war. In addition, 

the committee is working with the Chesterfield Central Library 

to develop a process for scanning historic documents pertaining 

to the Civil War. Looking to 2011, the committee is planning a 

commemorative vigil to remember those who lost their lives 

during the Civil War. An enthusiastic Williams says, ―We hope 

to have a number of other events between now and 2015 as we 

mark the important role Chesterfield had during the war.‖ 

 

On the south side of Swift Creek in central Chesterfield is land 

that belonged to Joseph Bailey in 1862.  Bailey erected a house 

on the property around the time of the Civil War in the area of 

today’s Bailey Bridge Road.  The Baileys were a large family 

with deep roots in Chesterfield’s history and on which a good 

deal of research has been done.  They represent one of the many 

families who lent multiple sons to the Confederate cause. 

 

According to the Bailey family history book, written and 

researched by Mary Ellen Howe, ―The year 1861 brought the 

cruel reality of the Civil War to Chesterfield County.  All able-

bodied men in the Skinquarter area joined the Confederate 

forces.‖ In May of that year, five of Josiah Bailey’s sons were 

mustered into service.  Thomas, Joseph, James, John, and 

William were part of Mahone’s Brigade.  Muster records show 

Thomas Bailey as a carpenter after his enlistment in 1861, at age 

30, working on winter quarters.  Thomas died on June 2, 1862, of 

wounds he received at the Battle of Seven Pines, leaving three 

sons and a daughter. 

 

Ms. Howe writes, ―The four surviving Bailey brothers returned 

to Chesterfield County to continue their lives.‖  James enlisted in 
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May of 1861, at about age 21, for one year and re-enlisted the 

following year.  Wounded at Burgess Mill in 1864, he survived 

to become a lumberman, saw mill owner, and owned several 

thousand acres of land in Chesterfield, which he left to his sons.  

After his first wife died, he married her sister and had five sons. 

 

John Alexander went back to farming and also ran a saw mill.  

John had three sons and two daughters and is buried in the 

cemetery at Mt. Hermon Baptist church on Genito Rd. Brother 

William was only 18 when he enlisted with his brothers in 1861.  

William, who was detailed as a cook, was wounded at the Battle 

of the Crater.  He became a farmer in Powhatan. The least 

prolific of the Bailey boys, he fathered twin daughters.   Joseph, 

who enlisted in 1862 at about age 26, and ―paid own travel 

expenses to muster, $4.40,‖ was wounded at Malvern Hill as well 

as at the Wilderness in 1864, also returned home to farming.  

Marrying in 1866, he, too, had five children.  All five Bailey 

brothers served in the 6
th

 Virginia Infantry, part of Mahone’s 

Brigade, one of Virginia’s premier units. 

 

Chesterfield residents know that the Civil War was fought in 

their backyard, but there is a human side to the story which 

makes this war more real to twenty-first century students.  Many 

people know that large houses were commonly used as hospitals; 

homes such as West View, Dellwood, and Warfield.  Dellwood 

and Clover Hill plantations served as refugee centers.  The 

Yellow House in Chester had its doors taken down by Federal 

troops who used them for stretchers.  General Benjamin Butler 

had a Union military hospital built at Point of Rocks.  Houses 

like the Halfway House were used at different times as temporary 

headquarters for one or the other of the forces.  The lesser known 

social side of the war is illustrated by the stalemate over the 

Howlett Line, where soldiers ―traded goods, food, and anecdotes 

along with bullets.‖ (Chesterfield County Historic Sites and 

Structures, O’Dell)  O’Dell reports on a story from an early 

twentieth century newspaper account: 

 

        Between the (Ware Bottom) church and (Parker’s) battery, 

there was a very large, magnificent spring, at least six feet 

in diameter and two feet deep.  This spring was sheltered 

in a valley between the two lines and was the trysting 

ground for both armies, for there was a code of ethics 

existing between the two armies at this place that either 

side could approach the spring if they came without arms, 

and there could be seen all day long the Blue and Gray 

assembling at this spring with large canteens to be filled 

with cool water and carried back to their respective lines.  

Often on these occasions they would tarry too long, and 

when the cause of the tarrying was ascertained it would be 

found that the boys in Blue and Gray were playing cards at 

the Spring; many a game of poker and seven-up decided 

the ownership of tobacco and coffee.  Such familiarity 

existed between the two lines that it had to be broken up 

and only a few allowed to go from either line to secure the 

water. 

 

Clearly, the war was a tragedy in our young nation and the toll it 

took on families on both sides can’t be romanticized.  General 

Lee’s battered army entered Chesterfield in the Ettrick area on 

April 3, 1865 on the way to Appomattox.  They traveled River 

Road to Winterpock, before turning north towards Amelia 

County.  Judge James Cox of Clover Hill plantation learned of 

the proximity of the General’s troops and invited Lee and his 

staff to lunch, an occasion written about by Cox’s daughter in her 

memoir, My Confederate Girlhood. Upon their departure the next 

day, ―Mrs. P,‖ presumably the mother of the Patram brothers, 

accosted the General to cry, ―Oh, General Lee, what’s become of 

my Dolly?‖  Kate Virginia Cox Logan’s account continues, 

―divining at once that Dolly must be not a toy but a soldier, the 

general, forgetting for the moment his own overwhelming 

troubles, replied courteously and sympathetically: ―Madame, if 

you will tell me your Dolly’s name and his company and 

command, I shall try to find him for you.‖ Each poor 

Confederate woman considered that General Lee was the 

protector of her individual son. 

 

Bands of brothers, families whose names are still heard in 

Chesterfield today, houses we drive by daily, battles with 

familiar names.  All tell the sad story of the war fought right here 

in Chesterfield.  
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