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Fall Quarterly Meeting  
 
October 29, 2017 
2 – 4 p.m. 
Eppington Plantation 
Speaker: Bryan Truzzie 
 

Situated on the Appomattox River in southwestern Chesterfield 
County, Eppington is a late 19th-century house built by Francis Eppes 
VI. Architectural historians consider the house with its 2 ½ stories, 
hipped- roof central block and one story hipped-roof winds unique 
among early Virginia dwellings.  

  

Built in 1822, Thomas Jefferson’s ties to the Eppes family and Epping-
ton contribute to the plantation’s history. He and Francis Eppes were 
married to half-sisters, and after the death of Jefferson’s wife in 1782, 
he brought his two young daughters, Maria (Polly) and Lucy, to Ep-
pington where they lived during Jefferson’s years in Paris as Minister 
to France. Polly Jefferson married Francis; John Wayles Eppes in 1797, 
further strengthening the relationship between the two families.  

 

 
 

 
                                                                                                               
Letter from the President 
I want to take this opportunity to invite you all to the 
quarterly meeting of your Historical Society on October 
29th. The meeting will take place at Eppington plantation 
in the southwestern area of the county from 2pm to 4pm. 
The lecture will focus on the house and its cemetery.  Au-
tumnal refreshments will be provided, but you should 
bring a folding chair.   Eppington is a wonderful Palladian 
structure built around 1770 by Francis Eppes, one of the 
wealthiest landowners in Chesterfield. It's a great place 
to visit, and a crisp fall day will add to your visit.   So come 
on out and join us at this wonderful historical setting, and 
bring some friends along. Let them see what history has 
to offer in Chesterfield. I hope they enjoy themselves 
enough to join the Historical Society. We always welcome 
new members, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Claude 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 
"The Messenger" arrived recently and we would be amiss, if we did not share our 
enjoyment in what is happening historically in Chesterfield County. Elaine and I 
were pleasantly surprised, when reading "Beaufont Springs and Bottled Water" by 
Diane Dallmeyer, reprinted from the July 2007 issue of the Messenger. The article 
contained a description of the Lithia Springs Sanitarium, established in the late 
1800's in Georgia and how lithium water was used to treat various illnesses and 
bottled commercially. 

While doing research on her family genealogy, Our Clements Family...345 years in 
America, Elaine learned her Father, Colonel Thomas Howard Clements, was born in 
Lithia Springs, Georgia. In 1887 a hotel was built in Lithia Springs as a health resort 
on the site of a native American medicine spring. As the resort's medicinal waters 
became internationally known the rich and famous visited often. These included 
Presidents Cleveland, Taft, McKinley, Teddy Roosevelt, the Vanderbilt's, and even 
Mark Twain, hoping to enhance their health and longevity. In 1915 this grand hotel 
and health resort was destroyed by fire. A Historical Lithia Springs, 1888, poster may 
be seen online. History both local and far away is always fun to share! Many thanks 
for continuing to provide Chesterfield County history for the education and enjoy-
ment of all. 

Best Regards, Don Gardner Major General, USMC, (Ret) 

From the editor: Submit your story by email to Lipowicz1@verizon.net.  Send
it by December 1st to get it into the January issue. 

By the way, it’s great to get a letter to the editor.  Never happened until now!  If 
you have a letter, send it in.  I really need articles for the Messenger.  A reprint from 
the past now and then is OK, but I want new material.  So please help me out! 
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New "Old Bell" For Historic 1917 Courthouse 
Buddy Cranford 
 
1917 Historic Courthouse was a long time procurement 
course of action but the cupola bell was finally installed 
atop of the 1917 Courthouse in July 2017.  Its journey from 

Georgia to Michigan and finally to Chesterfield County, Vir-
ginia, it has found its new home at the courthouse.   It is a 
fine replacement for one of Chesterfield County’s oldest ar-
tifacts, the 1749 Courthouse bell. That bell will soon take its 
rightful place in the Chesterfield Museum.     
The replacement bell is an antique in itself and dates to 
1860.  The foundry name is obliterated and we may never 
know who made it.  It was procured from Brosamer Bells, 
212 Irwin St., Brooklyn, Michigan 49230.  A search for the 
new bell started in January 2016.  For historical purposes, 
the new bell would have to be of the same style and size as 
the artifact it replaced.  It was not an easy task to find an 
exact match.  After many phone calls and searches on the 
internet, a bell was located in Michigan that appeared to 
look like the 1749 bell.  The owner was contacted and a 
contract was soon awarded to Chesterfield County.  Buddy 
Cranford met with the Director of General Services, Clay 
Bowles, who agreed the bell was a perfect replacement.  
The procurement process was started.  Talks with the 
owner, David Brosamer, assured that the bell would be 
sand blasted clean of rust and painted black.  It was in good 
working order and would be ready to be shipped.   
By April 4, 2017, replacement bell was shipped from Mich-
igan.  Clay Bowles notified Buddy Cranford that the bell had 
arrived at 1:39 PM, April 6, 2017. It had been shipped to the 
Chesterfield County Buildings and Grounds Warehouse at 
6609 Public Works Court, Chesterfield, Virginia 23832.  The 
next day, Buddy Cranford met with Earl Kirby of Buildings 
and grounds to open the package and inspect the bell.  The 
bell was in excellent shape and arrives with no damage.  

The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia wanted the 
process documented and photographed for historical pur-
poses.  The installation of the new bell was discussed and 
the process was initiated.  Buildings and Grounds began in-
stalling the new bell in May 2017 in the cupola.  That was 
repaired and a brace installed to hang the new bell.   
 
Earl Kirby reported in July 2017 that the 1860 Replacement 
Bell was hanging in the 1917 Courthouse cupola, complete 
with pulleys and cable with which to ring the bell and, struc-
turally, it is ready to be rung.  The ceiling of the courthouse 
cupola was opened and revealed some wood damage. Gen-
eral Services had to reframe the ceiling of the cupola.  
When the original ceiling was opened, it showed wood rot 
which would have put the original 1749 Bell at risk.  Bring-
ing the original bell down from the cupola was a good plan.  
The bell will be rung for the first time at the beginning of 
the 1917 Centennial of the historic courthouse on October 
26, 2017. 
  

Library Donations & Acquisitions 
Liess van der Linden-Brusse 
 
Old books and maps and photos of Chesterfield County, as 
well as magazine and newspaper articles, manuscripts, re-
search notes, diaries and journals about families, places 
and events in the county are always welcome additions to 
our reference library in historic Trinity Church.  Please 
keep your society in mind as you clean out those attics 
and basements.  Thank you. 
 
The following items have recently been added to our Li-
brary Collection: 
 
Genealogy 
NUNNALLY Family Papers (1900-1903), including school 
report, spelling book, and correspondence, donated by 
Nancy Hill (Manuscript Collection) 
BULLARD, George Samuel (1855-1926), Memorial Record 
(Funeral Program), Woodlake Baptist Church, donated by 
Angie Wilderman (Manuscript Collection) 
GOODWYN, Leola: Correspondence (1933-1936), donated 
by Nancy Hill (Manuscript Collection) 
FRIEND and HATCHER Family Papers (1700-1900), donated 
by Kathleen Gregory Emmel (Manuscript Collection) 
GILL and MANN Family Papers (1891-1915), donated by 
William Wilds 
Virginia 1860 Federal Census, Excluding present day West 
Virginia, by Ronald Vern Jackson, anonymous donor 
Virginia 1870 Census, Volumes I-IV, by Bradley W. Stuart, 
anonymous donor 
 
General Interest 
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W. J. Gifft General Merchandise, Winterpock, VA, Envelope 
from the store postmarked 1937, donated by Angie Wil-
derman (Manuscript Collection) 
Cortland Business Institute (1903), Graduation Program & 
Farewell Party Program, donated by Nancy Hill (Manu-
script Collection) 
Post Offices of Chesterfield County: Connecting the Com-
munity since 1794, compiled by the CHSV Museum Com-
mittee for the Post Office exhibit in 2013 
Buck, the Bull: Life on the Farm in Chesterfield County, VA, 
original manuscript, anonymous donor (Manuscript Col-
lection) 
The Courthouses of Early Virginia, An Architectural History 
(2005), by Carl R. Lounsbury, donated by Rich Grantham 
Bon Air Post Office – Last Day Cancel Postmark (1959), en-
velope purchased (Manuscript Collection) 
Reflector: Thomas Dale High School Yearbooks 
(1966/67/68), donated by Kim Holland 
First Baptist Church Centralia:  A Spiritual Beacon Since 
1867, Celebrating Her Sesquicentennial (150th) Anniver-
sary, donated by First Baptist Church Centralia 
The Ancient Warwick Neighborhood in Henrico County, 
Virginia (Later in Chesterfield County), by an anonymous 
author self-styled as ‘An Interested Researcher’ 
Guide to Chesterfield County, (2016) & (2017), published 
by the Chesterfield Observer 
Mattie’s Memoirs: Life on the Farm in Chester, VA, in the 
late 19th and early 20th Centuries (1899-1996), by Mattie 
Gregory O’Brien, edited by Kathleen Gregory Emmel, do-
nated by the editor 
Discover Richmond:  What’s Up, Doc? (2017), by Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, includes history of Midlothian Turn-
pike/Route 60 
A History of Chesterfield United Methodist Church (1873-
1973), by Ashton Hatcher, donated by Mary Musselwhite 
Huguenot High School (HHS) Homecoming 1965; Papers, 
drawings, invitations, etc., donated by HHS Class of 1966, 
50th Reunion Committee 
Matoaca Post Office – Last Day Cancel Postmark, (1955), 
envelope donated by Angie Wilderman (Manuscript Col-
lection) 
Chesterfield Public Schools (1952-1963) Report Cards and 
Notes, received as part of the Anna Adkins Collection 
(Manuscript Collection) 
FOSTER’s Richmond, by Sara B. Beares & Patricia D. 
Thompson, donated by Rich Grantham 
Owens & Minor, A History:  125 Years and Beyond, by Ow-
ens and Minor, donated by the Clerk of the Court, Ches-
terfield County 
 
 
 
Maps 

Historical Map of Virginia (1924), by the AAA showing the 
‘Main Points of Interest and the Main Traveled Automo-
bile Routes,’ discovered in Magnolia Grange 
Chesterfield Land and Coal Company – Winterpock/Clover 
Hill (1903), by W. W. LaPrade, copied in 1937, notes added 
in 1940, donated by Ken Shifflet 
 
Military History 
The Battle of the Yellow House, Chesterfield County, VA, 
May 10, 1864, Transcript donated by Nancy Hill (Manu-
script Collection) 
Confederate Pension Applications, Act of 1900 – Chester-
field County, VA, discovered in CHSV Cemetery Committee 
files (Manuscript Collection) 
World War I Remembered, by US National Park Service, 
donated by Bryan Truzzie 
 
 

In Memory of Mary Arline McGuire 
 

Mary Arline McGuire was born and raised in Chesterfield 
County. She was a lover of history and herself made history 
here in the County.  She was elected the first women to be-
come a constitutional officer in Chesterfield County. Her ca-
reer began in 1948 as deputy treasurer. In 1979, she ran as 
an independent for the po-
sition of treasurer and alt-
hough many predicted that 
a woman would fail to win 
an elected post, she proved 
them wrong. McGuire won 
more than 70 percent of 
the vote and was re-
elected two more terms in 
1983 and 1987. In her 43 
years of service to the 
county she saw the popula-
tion grow from 40,000 to 
over 209,000 and the an-
nual budget grow from one 
million dollars in 1948 to 
over 400 million dollars.  
 
She was named “Treasurer of the Year” in 1988 by the 
Treasurer’s Association in Virginia for her work with UVA in 
establishing a continuing education certification program 
for Virginia treasurers.  She was a Member of the Chester-
field Bicentennial of the Constitution Committee, served in 
the Magnolia Grange Museum House Management Board 
and was President of the Chesterfield Historical Society 
1985-1987. 
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During her tenor as the Chesterfield Historical Society’s 
President the Society was awarded “Rapid Development of 
a Local History Program” by the National Historical Associ-
ation for State and Local History. During this time the Soci-
ety was indeed rapidly developing.  On May 4th 1986 along-
side the first lady of Virginia, Mrs. Jeannie P. Baliles and Mr. 
R. Garland Dodd, Chairman of the board of supervisors Mrs. 
McGuire officially cut the ribbon opening Magnolia Grange 
Museum House to the public.  During the next few years 
the society completed an archeology dig at Ware Bottom 
church, recorded more than 5,000 tombstones, indexed 
the County marriage records from 1771-1853, established 
a public research library and continued to preserve Magno-
lia Grange. 
 
Mary Arline McGuire, 90, of Chester, VA, passed away on 
Tuesday, August, 22, 2017. She was an inspirational woman 
and will be missed by many. In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Chester Baptist Church or to Baxter Per-
kinson’s Center for the Arts in memory of Mrs. McGuire.  

 
 

 
Eppington Heritage Day 
Come celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founding of the 
Eppington Foundation, Inc. Visit Eppington and experience 
colonial life in early 18th century Chesterfield County. Ep-
pington is a circa 1768 plantation named after Francis 
Eppes VI, who built the estate. Tour the house, join in Colo-
nial activities, listen to period music, colonial dancing, sto-
rytelling, enjoy craft demonstrations and a relaxing carriage 
ride. Major General Lafayette, a Revolutionary War hero, 
and friend to Thomas Jefferson and Francis Eppes VI will be 
visiting. Children can enjoy period games and candle mak-
ing. A cemetery tour and colonial militia musket demon-
strations will be offered. Learn about the variety of grapes 
that are growing at the experimental vineyard and enjoy a 
wine tasting. 
 
Where: Eppington Plantation, 14201 Eppes Falls Road, 
Chesterfield 
When:  Saturday, Oct. 7, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Information:  Food and beverages will be available. Admis-
sion and parking are free. 
Contact:   For more information, call 751-4946 or visitches-
terfieldva.com 

 
Open-House of Pleasant View African American School 

  
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia, in coopera-
tion with the Chesterfield County Department of Parks and 
Recreation, presents an open house for Pleasant View 

School. Members of the African American History commit-
tee of the Chesterfield Historical Society will conduct tours 
of the school. Officially designated as a Chesterfield County 
Historic Landmark in April 2017, the Pleasant View School 
is an early twentieth century African- American one-room 
schoolhouse located at 18431 River Road. It succeeds an 
earlier school house circa 1900. The Chesterfield County 
School Board purchased two acres of land in 1924 that in-
cluded a house previously used as a public school site upon 
which to construct a new school for Blacks. Pleasant View 
School was built with the financial support of the Black 
community and opened in 1930; it closed in 1947. The 
Pleasant View Community Association maintained the 
building and used it as a community center from 1947 until 
1998. Now owned by the County’s Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the school features original desks, blackboard, 
walls, ceiling, and other items from the past. Pleasant View 
is an authentic representation of early twentieth century 
education of African-Americans in Chesterfield County. 
  
When: Saturday, October 7, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Where: 18431 River Road, Chesterfield 
Information: Tours are free. Parking is available on site at 
the school.  Contact: For details call 751-4946 or v visit ches-
terfieldva.com 
 
 
Claiborne Rice Mason  
Peter Lipowicz 
 
(this article first appeared in the Jan 2007 issue -ed.) 

 
The recent book, Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the Untold Story 
of an American Legend by Scott Reynolds Nelson, is a historical 
account of the legendary John Henry. It was written by a profes-
sor of history at the College of William and Mary. I first saw the 
book last month, and I noticed that Chesterfield County was in 
the book index. It turns out that there are two links between the 
story of John Henry and Chesterfield County. African-American 
miners from Chesterfield County mines were hired to work on the 
construction of the Lewis Tunnel for the C&O Railroad. This is the 
same tunnel, according to Dr. Nelson’s research, that John Henry 
worked in. Also, one of the men instrumental in building the tun-
nel was Claiborne Rice Mason, a native of Chesterfield County. 
This second point led me to do some research on Mr. Mason. I 
found that he was Lieutenant Colonel of Engineers for Stonewall 
Jackson, a man of uncanny ability, and an important figure in our 
nation’s history.   
 
Although he lacked formal schooling he was able to estimate the 
cubic content of a mountain using only a 12-inch rule, and he 
once bested a University of Virginia math professor who chal-
lenged him to a math competition.1  He was a pioneer in railroad 
construction in Virginia. He worked in the coal mines in Chester-
field County and was a bridge contractor for the Clover Hill & Coal 
Pit road.2   His biographies1,2  include many other achievements. 
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He was the founder, in 1829, of the Mason Syndicate, that is now 
called The Mason & Hanger Group Inc. It is the nation's oldest 
continuously operating engineering and construction firm, 
known for large projects such as the Grand Coulee Dam, the Lin-
coln Tunnel, and the New York City subway tunnels.3   Claiborne 
Rice Mason was a longtime resident of Staunton. He died in 1885, 
and is buried in Thornrose Cemetery. So what evidence is there 
that Claiborne Rice Mason was actually from Chesterfield 
County? I even contacted the author to find out. The evidence is 
in the biographies:  
 

[He]…was born near Troy, N. Y., where his parents 
were temporarily residing, in the year 1800. Three 
years later he was brought by his parents back to 
Chesterfield County, Va., the family home, where 
he was reared, and at an early age left home for an 
independent career. 2 

 
I have not yet found him on any county census, nor do I know 
his parents’ names. Rachel helped me with the research and 
was able to find that he owned Chesterfield County property at 
Falls Plantation late in life. A Peter Mason had lived at the plan-
tation, according to the 1815 census, but there is no established 
connection between Peter and Claiborne. I plan to continue my 
research on this fascinating man and possible Chesterfield 
County native son.  

 
References: 
 1. 52nd Virginia Infantry, Robert Driver Jr. 1986; 
 2. Confederate Military History, edited by Gen. Clem-
ent A. Evans, 1899;   
3. The Mason & Hanger Group website : 
http://www.mhgrp.com. 

 
The Leonard Family 
Beverly Berry Condrey 
 
(this article first appeared in the Jan 2010 issue -ed.) 
 
I sure wish I had asked my grandparents questions about family 
and childhood when I had the chance.  Now that I have an interest 
in knowing where “we came from” there are so few sources when 
it comes to fleshing out those early memories.  I can relate the 
facts of environment and conditions as published in various his-
toric resources, but the family philosophy must be conjecture. 
 
My grandmother, Hannah Leonard Condrey was born into a fam-
ily that originally immigrated from northern England to Midlo-
thian in the 1850’s.  This would have been her grandfather, Rich-
ard Heppel Leonard and his wife, Elizabeth Jane Swinhoe Leon-
ard.  Richard was born February 19, 1825 to Carr and Hannah 
Leonard in Long Benton, Northumberland, an English county in 
the far north along the border with Scotland and facing the North 
Sea.  This was a diverse land of coastal lowlands, moorlands and 
highlands, upon which Hadrian’s Wall was built.  It’s a cold, windy 
and dry place known for its history of revolt and rebellion against 
the government and being a center of Roman Catholicism in Eng-
land.  This area also played a key role in the industrial revolution 

due to the widespread coalfields and the railway and shipping in-
dustries that grew up to transport this necessary commodity.   
 
British records show that Richard worked as an engineman work-
ing on the coal trains in Fatfield, Chester-le-Street Parish, County 
Durham, the place of his wife’s birth (in 1830), when he and Eliz-
abeth Jane Swinhoe, married in November 1847.  Their first child, 
daughter Dorothy Ann, was born here in March 1850. He was 
listed as a pitman, another reference for coal miner, when their 
second daughter, Hannah was baptized in Hetton-le-Hole Febru-
ary 1852.  It appears that Richard was working at the Fatfield Col-
liery up until he immigrated with his family to Virginia some time 
before August 28, 1854 when their next child, Catherine Jane was 
born with her place of birth listed in the family bible as Midlo-
thian.  Five more children would be born to this couple while liv-
ing in the Midlothian area of Chesterfield:  twins Mary Elizabeth 
and Edward, born April 1859; Carr born December 1861; Christi-
ana born September 1863 and Edward Richard born December 
1865.  This youngest child was Grandma’s father and he was 
named after the twin Edward who died at two months of age in 
1859. 
 
Meanwhile, the early 
history of Midlothian 
was being shaped by 
the coal mining indus-
try, as well.  By 1825 a 
number of private coal 
pits were operating on 
a commercial scale. 
Miners immigrated to 
Chesterfield from 
Wales, England and 
Scotland.  Coal mining 
quickly emerged as 
Chesterfield’s most im-
portant industry, ena-
bling the County’s citi-
zens to lobby success-
fully for a publicly sup-
ported transportation system, initially in the form of a turnpike 
between Manchester and Falling Creek.  Hundreds of wagons, 
teams and drivers carting coal to port had a dramatic impact on 
the mine owners’ profits and so Chesterfield County’s first rail-
road began operating in 1831.   
 
It’s not clear whether there was an employment connection with 
the Midlothian coal mines and/or the railway transport of this 
commodity before Richard Leonard’s arrival in Virginia or if, be-
cause of Richard’s experience in the English coalfields, the attrac-
tion of this work in the New World was the incentive to settle in 
Virginia.  Certainly, the environment and governmental structure 
would have been vastly different from that left behind; the avail-
ability of property and the freedom to develop it for the family’s 
needs would have been quite different from anything experi-
enced in their home village in England. 
 
The strong religious governance of Durham, the environment of 
hard, manual labor and strict social class structure fashioned the 
essence of the Leonard family. The advent of the Crimean War 
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and Britain’s colonial pursuits all over the World were also influ-
ences on the quiet, successful family life of the English working 
class. The eventual move to a new land with new opportunities, 
while offering the comfort of familiar work, was a logical instinct 
of the mid-nineteenth century.  Who was to know that after a 
decade of making a new life in Chesterfield, Virginia, civil strife 
would catch up with the Leonard family in the form of the War 
Between the States.   
 

The family records include a photocopy of a document pre-
sented to Richard by the British Consulate in Richmond, Vir-

ginia dated January 1863 stating that:  
The Bearer Richard Leonard a native of England is a sub-
ject of Her Britannic Majesty who has never forfeited his 
claim to British protection by becoming a subject or a cit-
izen of any Foreign State.  The Bearer is 38 years of age 
and has no permanent domicile or residence in America.   

This document was provided at a time soon after General Robert 
E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia had been turned back from a 
campaign in 
the North at 
Antietam, Mar-
yland in Sep-
tember 1862, 
after which fol-
lowed a deci-
sive Confeder-
ate victory at 
Fredericksburg, 
Virginia in De-
cember of that 
year when the 
Union Army be-
gan their cam-
paign toward 
Richmond.  The 
Confederate 
and Union Ar-
mies were con-
centrating the 
conflict in central Virginia, and thus its effects on everyday life 
was getting closer to the Leonard’s home in Chesterfield County.  
Plus, Richard would have just learned of the imminent birth of 
their next child, due in September 1863.  As well, England was a 
supporter of the cotton- and tobacco-producing South.  Perhaps, 
this document was granted to allow Richard to remain with his 
young family and to keep working in one of the South’s most vital 
wartime industries, that of coal.  Speculation aside, it would be 
interesting to know more about this document and its purpose. 
 
The land that was Grandma’s home place was located on Court-
house Road a few miles south of the Midlothian Turnpike.  It was 
not far, as the crow flies, from the Mid-Lothian Coal Mining Com-
pany’s properties.  It comprised at least 100 acres and supported 
the usual agricultural activities necessary to support a family and 
provide additional income through the sale of farm products.  

Truck vegetables were grown, and various livestock such as cows, 
pigs and chickens, was maintained to sustain the family.  
Grandma and her six siblings were expected to work in the garden 
and fields, helping with the selling of produce and eggs.  One 
Leonard artifact that has been passed down through the years is 
a copper bucket, brought along during the sea voyage from Eng-
land.  Its twentieth century use was in the processing of pickles; 
it’s unsure if this was its original intent, as copper buckets were 
often used to carry coal for household purposes.  There was also 
the endeavor of construction and operation of Sunset Beach on 
family property, a swimming lake and entertainment pavilion 
popular in the 1930’s. 
 
There seems to have been a history of twins born in the family as 
English census records indicate that Richard Heppel Leonard had 
a brother of the same age, William.  Richard fathered one set of 
twins, though the son died several months later.  The subsequent 
namesake, Grandma’s father Edward, fathered two sets of twins.  
There is no record of any twins being born in the family since.  Of 
course, subsequent generations have produced smaller families, 
providing less opportunity for the possibility of twinning.  For ex-
ample, Grandma had lots of siblings, but she and her contempo-
raries only had two to three children each, if any. 
 
Grandma was born in 1898; she and Papaw probably met each 
other at church, as both their fathers were charter members and 
deacons of the Central Baptist 
Church on Courthouse Road, es-
tablished April 1900.  It seems 
that the strong religious pres-
ence experienced in England 
continued in the Leonard’s new 
home in Chesterfield, and with a 
proactive involvement.  At this 
time, a lot of people walked to 
church but the majority of 
transportation was primarily 
horse or mule wagon on the 
mostly dirt and gravel roads of 
the County, with only two semi-
improved highways being the 
Midlothian and Petersburg Turnpikes. 
 
There is no evidence that any subsequent generation after Rich-
ard found employment in the coal industry.  By all indications, the 
family shifted to making a living off of the land through farming, 
milling and livestock production and other entrepreneurial pur-
suits.  They survived the Civil War and Reconstruction intact and 
either remained or became landowners.  Though coal might have 
been the original impetus for the Leonard family to seek a new 
life on a new continent, its importance in the Leonard family’s 
life, mirrored by coal’s commercial decline, was ultimately re-
placed by other opportunities available in Chesterfield County. 
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October 2017 Events    17th-31st.  "Mourning Traditions of the Victorian Era" Special Exhibit at Magnolia Grange 
7th, Sat, 2-4PM. “Working with Wax Craft Workshop” (Magnolia Grange) 748-1498. Cost: $15 per person. 
13th, Fri, 10AM– Noon. “Chesterfield Coal Homeschool Program” Midlothian Mines Park 751-4946. Cost: $5/child ages 6 and older.  
14th, Sat, 2-4PM. “Senior Scout: Textile Artist” (Magnolia Grange) 748-1498. Cost: $10 per person. 
14th, Sat, 2-4PM. “Historic Point of Rocks Guided Tour” 751-4946. Cost: $8 per person. 
14th, Sat, 8-10PM. “A Chilling Candlelight Tour at Magnolia Grange House Museum” 748-1498. Cost: $10.  
21st, Sat, 8-10PM. “Poe in Mourning Lecture” (Magnolia Grange). 748-1498. Cost: $15.  
28th Sat, 10AM-1PM. “Citizenship in the Community” (Historic Trinity Church) 751-4946 Cost: $10.  
28th, Sat, 2-4PM. “Cub Scout Tiger Elective Adventure: Family Stories” (Historic Trinity Church) 751-4946 Cost: $5.  
28th, Sat, 11AM-1PM.  "Brighthope Coal Mine History" Speaker, Ken Shiflett. (Chesterfield Museum) 768-7311. Free 
November 2017 Events  1st, Wed, 11AM.  “Partying Victorian Style” (Chesterfield Museum) 768-7311. Free 
4th, Sat, 9AM-1PM. “Howlett Line Van Tour” (Henricus Historical Park) 751-4946. Cost: $15  
4th, Sat, Noon-1PM.  “The Dooley’s of Virginia” (Magnolia Grange) 748-1498. Free. 
4th, Sat, 2-5PM. “Citizenship in the World” (Historic Trinity Church) 751-4946 Cost: $10  
4th, Sat, 7-10PM. “Magnolia Grange Paranormal Investigation” (Magnolia Grange) 748-1498. Cost: $25 
11th, Sat, 2-4PM.  “Brownie and Junior Scout: "Mind Your Manners Workshop” (Magnolia Grange).  Cost: $10 
18th, Sat, 2-4PM. “Weaving Wonders” (Magnolia Grange). 748-1498. Cost: $10 
18th, Sat, 11AM-1PM.  "Using Online Resources in Your Genealogy Research" Angie Wilderman (Chesterfield Museum) Free 
December 2017 Events  2nd, Sat, 1-4 PM “A Nutcracker Christmas” Holiday Open House (Magnolia Grange). 748-1498. Free. 
9th, Sat, 10AM-1PM. “Citizenship in the Nation” (Historic Trinity Church) 751-4946 Cost: $10 
9th, Sat, 11AM-1PM.   "To Hell with the Kaiser: Virginia Prepares for War" (Chesterfield Museum) 768-7311. Free 
9th, Sat 2-4PM. “American Heritage” (Historic Trinity Church) 751-4946 Cost: $10 
11th& 12th, 1-3PM. “Historic Fashions of Magnolia Grange Tea” (Magnolia Grange). 748-1498. Cost: $30 
13th, Wed, 11AM.  “The History and Art of Plant Pressing”.  reservations are required. (Chesterfield Museum) 768-7311. Free 
16th, Sat, 10AM-1PM. “Citizenship in the Community” (Historic Trinity Church) 751-4946 Cost: $10 
16th, Sat, 2-4PM. “Let it Snow Winter Snow Globes” (Magnolia Grange). 748-1498. Cost: $10 
16th, Sat, 2-5PM. “Citizenship in the World” (Historic Trinity Church) 751-4946 Cost: $10 
30th, Sat, 9am-1pm. “Bermuda Hundred Campaign Tour” (Henricus Historical Park) 751-4946. Cost: $15  
30th, Sat, 2-4PM.  “Cub Scout Tiger Elective Adventure: Tiger Tales” (County Museum) 751-4946 Cost: $5 
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