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  Number 84                                                                                                       January 2008 

The Messenger  

OF THE CHESTERFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA 

January Quarterly Meeting  
Sunday, January 27

th
, 1 pm at the Half Way House 

1001 Jefferson Davis Highway, Richmond, VA 23237 
 

Our menu will include a soup or salad, choices of selected entrees, a dessert and 

non-alcoholic beverages. The cost is $25/person. Reservations are required. Our 

featured speaker will be Rick Young, owner of the Half Way House, president of 

the Jefferson Davis Association and developer of Quest! Exploring the Human 

Experience; our Journey through Space and Time, who will discuss plans for a new 

museum in Chesterfield County. For more information, please call the Historical 

Society Office at (804) 777-9663. 

NOTE THAT RSVP’S ARE NEEDED PRIOR TO JANUARY 18, 2008. 
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Mission Statement 
The Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia serves as the center for Chesterfield County history. Its purposes are 

to collect, preserve, interpret and promote the county’s unique past for 

 the education of present and future generations 

Holly Rush Appointed 

Historic Sites Manager 
No longer called Acting Director of 

Museum Services, Holly is now Historic 

Sites Manager for Parks and Recreation in 

Chesterfield County.  Continuing to report 

to Holly are Chesterfield County 

employees Bryan Truzzie, Diane 

Dallmeyer, Tamara Evans, and Pat Roble.  

Please join me in congratulating Holly and 

in thanking the Historic Sites team for all 

their hard work and dedication this past 

year.   
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From the President –   

 
I am pleased and excited to report that on December 19th the Board of Supervisors 

approved the Society‘s application for over $15,000 in District Improvement funding.   

That is in addition to the $13,800 grant given in June.  It is great news.  It shows how 

much support we have in the community, the County administration, and in County 

government.   The grants were funded by all five magisterial districts showing that we 

have broad support across the County. 

 

I wrote those grant applications, and I have written several others already for other 

granting agencies.  Grants are not easy to get, but can be a great source of funding for 

us.  There are a few misunderstandings about grants, so let me try to clear these up.  

You don‘t just write a letter and ask for money.  A grant application consists of detailed 

information about the Society and its finances, and a detailed description of a specific 

project that includes a list of projected expenses.  Projected expenses should be 

supported by quotes.  Finally, once we get the grant, it needs to disbursed.  That means 

the money has to be spent for the intended purpose.  This can mean a lot of work 

because the grant typically only provides materials, but not labor.  Also, the granting 

agency expects the money to be spent as applied for.  So it is important to document all 

expenses to prove it. 

 

Donations and fundraising is another way to get our funding.  The Society Golf 

Tournament held on October 5th was a great fundraising success, and we all had a great 

time, too.  We raised more than $2000.  Thank you to the 68 players, Haley Toyota - 

our title sponsor, Bob Wilderman, Jim Evans, and all the volunteers who made this 

happen.  We will do it again in 2008 and Haley has already agreed to come back as our 

title sponsor. 

 

You will notice that is easier to give cash donations at Magnolia Grange and the 

Museum lately, thanks to the donation boxes donated by Ellis Grady. 

 

There is another kind of donation I‘d like to talk about.  That is a donation of an item to 

the museum.  The Society is not actively soliciting such donations – we just don‘t have 

the space.  But we do carefully consider items brought to our attention by potential 

donors.  In the last six months, we have accepted one item. 

 

The year 2008 is Virginia‘s 401st.  Officially the 400th is over.  It was a point of focus 

for a long time, and now it is in the past.   So much has been accomplished at the 

Society this year.  The opening of the museum, and Bermuda Hundred Day are two 

signature events that come to mind.  But there were so many others.  We have also had 

great quarterly meetings and lectures.  Magnolia Grange is open on Saturdays.  We 

were able to put our financial audit to rest.  We produced a video.  I want to thank all of 

the members, volunteers, committee chairs, and Board Members for all their hard work 

this year.  It really paid off!  Rachel and I wish you all a safe, prosperous, and happy, 

New Year. 

  
From the Messenger editor – please e-mail by March 10 any submissions you would like 

to see in The Messenger to lipowicz1@verizon.net.  We‘re also very interested in your 

feedback as you read the Messenger.  Let us hear from you!  Thanks! 

 

CHS Events (see article on Winter Lecture Series) 
January 18, 7 pm at Magnolia Grange, Lecture: The History of Slavery 

January 27, 1 pm at Halfway House, Quarterly Meeting 

February 1, 7 pm at Magnolia Grange, Lecture:  Hollywood Cemetery 

February 15, 7 pm at Magnolia Grange, Lecture: The Cold War and the U-2 Incident 

February 29, 7 pm at Magnolia Grange, Lecture: Virginia Taverns 

March 7, 7 pm at 1917 Courthouse, Lecture: The Battle of Chester Station 

March 21, 7 pm at Magnolia Grange, Lecture: The Events Leading Up to Lee’s 

Surrender 

April 5, noon at the Courthouse Green, Confederate Heritage Day 

April 12, noon-5:00 Ettrick Heritage Day 

April 27, Wood‘s Church, Quarterly Meeting 

 

 

http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
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Board of Supervisors Approves $15,496 for the Society 
 

At their December 19th meeting, the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors 

approved four grants to the Society from their District Improvement Funds.  Funds 

were provided from all five magisterial districts for each of the grants.  The grant 

requests were prepared by the Society with the assistance of the Parks and 

Recreation Department.   Here is a detailed description of what was provided. 

 

1.  Install Museum Display Panels at the 1892 Historic Jail - $7500 

2.  Purchase Four New Telephones at Castlewood with the Ability to Connect 

Directly to the County Telephone System - $2400 

3.  Purchase a One-Year Subscription to Genealogy Databases - $3391 

4.  Purchase Teacher Resource Kits for Teachers in the Chesterfield County 

Public School System - $2205 

 

The first of these to be disbursed will likely be Item #1. The jail will be opening 

in 2008 and will feature collections honoring the County‘s public safety 

officers.  Numerous police and fire department items that had been on display 

prior to the renovation will be returning.  The upstairs cell is still intact, as is the 

historic graffiti on its walls.  The expenditure of $7500 will be made for the 

production and installation of the descriptive panels being produced by Hall and 

Partners communication architects of Petersburg. 

 

Items #2 and #3 await network access for Castlewood.  That project is underway 

and is being funded by a District Improvement Fund grant of $13,800 made last 

June.  When completed, the phones will be modern, and there will be access to 

the Genealogy Ancestry Library from our computer.  

 

Item #4 provides the funds for the Society to help teachers and students learn 

about and research County history.  The kits consist of the O‘Dell, Lutz, and 

marriage record books published by the Society, and numerous other aids.  

Please help us let teachers know that this is now available. 

 

 

Chesterfield County Confederate 

Generals  
 

 

 
 

Young Marshall Moody was born in Chesterfield 

County, Virginia, on June 23, 1822. His father was 

Carter Moody.  In 1842 he moved to Alabama. and 

worked as a schoolteacher, shopkeeper and was 

elected clerk of the circuit court in Marengo County in 

1858. When the Civil War began, he became captain 

of the 11th Alabama Infantry, and formed a friendship 

with Major Archibald Gracie. Moody and Gracie 

raised the 43rd Alabama of which Moody was chosen 

lieutenant colonel. Moody fought in East Tennessee, in 

the Kentucky Campaign, at Chickamauga, at the Siege 

of Chattanooga, at the Siege of Knoxville, and at the 

engagement at Bean's Station. He was severely 

wounded in the ankle during the Second Battle of 

Drewry's Bluff. When he returned to service, he joined 

Gracie at Petersburg, and took over brigade command 

when Brigadier General Gracie was killed. Moody 

held brigade command without commission until he 

was promoted to brigadier general on March 4, 1865. 

He was sick and with the wagon train when it was 

captured the day before the surrender of the Army of 

Northern Virginia at Appomattox. After the war, he 

returned to Alabama and was engaged in business in 

Mobile.  On a business trip to New Orleans, he 

contracted yellow fever and died on September 18, 

1866.   He is buried in Greenwood Cemetery in New 

Orleans.  Gen. Moody was over six feet in stature, 

slender and erect. His disposition was remarkable for 

its placidity, and was the basis of his popularity. He 

was generous, liberal, and benevolent, and of strict 

sobriety. He was not a disciplinarian, but his men felt 

that he was a friend and protector. Gen. Moody's wife 

was a Miss Floyd of Virginia.   

 
Sources: Alabama, Her History, Resources, War 

Record, and Public Men: From 1540 to 1872 by Willis 

Brewer, and a biography at historycentral.com. 

  
 

 

 

 

Cemetery Committee Report 4
th

 Quarter, 2007 
 

During this quarter the Cemetery Committee continued to research and document 

new cemeteries.  Our interment cards are being reorganized and our obituary 

collection continues to grow.  We continue to photograph cemeteries.  A presentation 

on the work of the cemetery committee was given on Nov 1st at the LaPrade library. 

 

In December our committee was saddened by the passing of two former 

members.  Both Margaret Burgess and Nora Langford were cheerful and diligent 

helpers for many years on the Cemetery Committee.  They are greatly missed. 

 

Six members and one helper gave a total of 409 hours to the Cemetery 

Committee during the 4th quarter.  Our members are Pat Alling, Betty Barnes, 

Pattie Grady, Terry Roach, Ann Shelton and Rachel Lipowicz.  We are helped in 

various ways by Anne White, Nancy Parker, Ken Shiflett and Peter Lipowicz. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Rachel Lipowicz, chairman 
 

 

 
 

 

    Library Committee Year-End Report for 2007 
Total Volunteer Hours: 1,333     Total Visitors:  278 

Total Research Requests Recd:  84; Completed: 76 

 

Volunteers Wanted!! 
Volunteer projects include assisting patrons with research requests, 

accessioning books, manuscripts, and pictures into our collection, 

scanning picture collection, maintaining vertical files, family history 

files, and Veterans‘ database, restoring scrapbook collection.  Full 

training provided.  Call Diane in the office to enlist! 
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Twilight at Monticello  
Alan Crawford  

 
On the evening of February 1, 1819, ten years after he retired from 

the presidency and returned to Monticello, Thomas Jefferson 

received disturbing news. Earlier that day, in Charlottesville, his 

grandson and namesake, Thomas Jefferson (Jeff) Randolph, had been 

stabbed, by Randolph‘s brother-in-law, Charles Bankhead. Some 

years earlier, Bankhead had married Randolph‘s sister and Thomas 

Jefferson‘s granddaughter, Anne Cary Randolph.   

 

Jeff, the ex-president was told, lay near death in a general store near 

the Albemarle Court House. Ignoring the pleas of the Monticello 

women, the 75-year old Jefferson ordered that his horse be saddled 

and brought to the house. Fearing he would never see his grandson 

again, Jefferson galloped into the darkness, leaving the moonlit dome 

of Monticello far behind. 

 

So begins Twilight at Monticello: The Final Years of Thomas 

Jefferson, published this month by Random House. Based on the 

letters of Jefferson‘s family and friends, Twilight at Monticello is, in 

some ways, a sequel to my last book, Unwise Passions: A True Story 

of a Remarkable Woman and the First Great Scandal of Eighteenth-

Century America. Unwise Passions tells the story of Nancy 

Randolph, accused of incest and infanticide and defended by Patrick 

Henry and John Marshall.  

 

Both books tell the untold stories of Virginia‘s First Families. Both 

are set in the Old Dominion—at Monticello, Williamsburg, 

Richmond, and, yes, Chesterfield. These families intermarried. Nancy 

Randolph‘s brother Thomas Mann Randolph, Jr., married Jefferson‘s 

daughter Martha. Tom and Martha were the parents of Jeff Randolph, 

stabbed in 1819. 

 

The story of the stabbing and Thomas Jefferson‘s response to it is not 

merely melodramatic. It‘s the story of Jefferson‘s struggle, during 

retirement, to find domestic peace after years of difficult public 

service.  

 

Researching these books is as rewarding as writing them. The 

intimate correspondence of Jefferson‘s relatives and neighbors 

reveals more, in many ways, than the better-known letters of his more 

famous acquaintances. Non-celebrities interested in everyday life are 

more likely to talk about the realities of Jefferson‘s life than of the 

grand abstractions of national and international politics. 

 

Mining this rich vein, I‘ve been able to present a view of Monticello 

that will surprise most readers. Visitors to Monticello typically 

imagine life at this architectural masterpiece to have been one of 

much-deserved R&R. This was not the case. From 1809 until his 

death on July 4, 1826—fifty years after signing the Declaration of 

Independence—Jefferson struggled with debilitating illness, crippling 

debt and violent family squabbles.  

 

As he coped with these indignities, Jefferson nevertheless continued 

to think and write seriously about the new nation and make 

contributions to its public life. He wrote his ―Jefferson Bible,‖ 

warned against the growth of executive power, advised President 

James Madison, corresponded with John Adams, and established the 

University of Virginia. 

 

Poor health finally took its toll, however, and in Twilight at 

Monticello, I offer the most detailed account of Jefferson‘s death in 

150 years.  

 

More than that—and this was especially interesting to me—I write 

about what happened to Jefferson‘s descendants and to Monticello 

itself during the half-century that followed Jefferson‘s death. Many readers 

are surprised, as I was, to learn that, just six months after Jefferson died, his 

family was forced to sell the Monticello furnishings, livestock and even 

slaves to pay their debts. I was surprised to learn, too, that only five years 

later, they sold Monticello itself.  

 

The discovery doesn‘t end with publication, however. Whenever I meet 

readers—at speeches, signings and book groups—I learn from them. They 

have marvelous stories to tell, and they add to my knowledge of these 

families. I look forward to this chapter as well! 

 

Alan Crawford can be reached at Acrawford@aimmedia.com, or 804-353-

6854. Twilight at Monticello and Unwise Passions are available on 

Amazon.   

 

Tales from the Vertical Files  
Pat Roble and Peter Lipowicz 

 

The vertical files in the CHS Library are an invaluable source of 

information about our county‘s history.  Press clippings are kept in the files 

and it is one of those that inspired this article.  On June 12, 1978 The 

Progress-Index published a story about a time capsule installed in the 

cornerstone of the museum.  The time capsule is to be opened in 2078, 

according to the article.  Time capsules are easy to forget – so this article 

serves to remind us that it is there – waiting to be unsealed in some distant 

future when 1978 is probably best known for the disco craze and Star Wars.  

So what is in the capsule?  Don‘t mean to spoil the surprise – but the 

contents are all spelled out: a chronology of the County‘s history, a Sears 

Roebuck catalog, a piece of carpet walked upon by Queen Elizabeth during 

her 1976 visit to Virginia, the June edition of the Chesterfield News-

Journal, coins from 1976, and three car dealer catalogs from Chesterfield.    

 

 

2008 Winter Lecture Series 

 
The upcoming Winter Lecture series will be one of the best ever.  Plan to 

be there, and tell your friends about it, too.  The Lectures, which are free 

for members and $5 for non-members, will take place on Friday evenings 

at 7 pm at Magnolia Grange, 10020 Iron Bridge Road, unless noted 

otherwise.  For reservations, which will ensure you a seat, and more 

information, please call 777-9663. 

 

January 18, ―The History of Slavery,‖ presented by Frank Wood, author of 

Slavery; a Look at History through Primary Source Documents. 

February 1, ―Hollywood Cemetery,‖ presented by Chris L. Ferguson, author of 

Hollywood Cemetery: Her Forgotten Soldiers, Confederate Field Officers 

at Rest. 

February 15, ―The Cold War and the U-2 Incident,‖ presented by Gary Powers, 

Jr., founder of the Cold War Museum and Memorial in Fairfax County, VA. 

February 29, ―Virginia Taverns,‖ presented by Dr. Agnes Evans Gish, 

author of Virginia Taverns, Ordinaries and Coffee Houses: 18th-Early 19th 

Century Entertainment along the Buckingham Road. 

March 7, ―The Battle of Chester Station,‖ presented by Ed Bearss, Civil 

War historian. Note:  This lecture will take place at the Historic 1917 

Courthouse on Iron Bridge Road. 

March 21, ―The Events Leading Up to Lee‘s Surrender,‖ presented by Patrick 

Schroeder, historian at Appomattox Court House National Historic Park. 

mailto:Acrawford@aimmedia.com
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Photographs from the October Quarterly Meeting 

at Blandford Church  
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Volunteer Needed to Identify O’Dell Photos 

 

Rachel and I found 170 proof sheets from O‘Dell in the Local History Room of the Chesterfield Library.  They 

had not been accessioned.  Each proof sheet has as many as 36 photos.  Many of these may have never been 

seen before.  I have scanned all the sheets and they can be viewed in the Society library.  What needs to be done  

now is to identify each of the nearly 4000 photos.  O‘Dell‘s book should be a very useful guide.  I have 

reproduced one of the proof sheets here. 
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Railey Hill Saved 
Diane Dallmeyer 

 
As a result of the diligence of the Village of Midlothian Volunteer 

Coalition, Railey Hill will be kept where it is and restored.  Although 

unable to fulfill their dream of moving the house to the site of the 

Midlothian Mines Park on Woolridge Road, Director Amy Satterfield 

and her group have worked with the owner/developer of the land under 

and around Railey Hill House to ensure that the buildings that will 

surround it are architecturally similar to Railey Hill.  ―If you work hard 

to make your community a better place to live, it makes life richer for 

everyone,‖ says Ms. Satterfield.  Indeed, the little jewel that is Railey 

Hill House is a source of delight and enrichment for the community of 

Midlothian and for Chesterfield County as a whole.   

 

―For Sale Or Lease for a Term of Years That well known estate called 

Railey‘s Coal Pits, containing 103 acres of land, lying in the county of 

Chesterfield and state of Virginia, on the Buckingham road and at the 

termination of the turnpike twelve miles from the city of Richmond.  

This estate has long been in the occupancy of Major Harry Heth, 

deceased, and from its great body, and superior quality, has gained a 

reputation over every other coal mine of the continent.‖ Thus reads the 

classified ad from the Richmond Enquirer on Tuesday, July 2, 1822, and 

a prime piece of real estate that was! 

 

Railey Hill House, the homestead listed in the ad above, dates back to 

the 1700‘s, when the village of Midlothian was a thriving coal mining 

town.  If you can look quickly and closely enough, you can read the iron 

highway marker on Midlothian Turnpike stating that the Midlothian 

mines are the oldest in America.  Major cities such as New York, 

Philadelphia, and Washington D.C. imported bituminous coal of 

―excellent quality‖ from this small community from around 1730 until 

the Civil War. 

 

Travel west on Midlothian Turnpike and turn onto Woolridge Road, and 

then again on behind the childcare center and if you look closely, you 

can‘t help but stumble upon Railey Hill House, a small and quaint 

reminder to those in the know of the way the mine superintendents lived 

in the 18th and 19th centuries.    County records record Railey Hill 

House‘s origins as 1795; Jeffrey O‘Dell, author of Chesterfield County 

Early Architecture and Historic Sites, records it as c. 1840.  All agree, 

however, that it was built to house the superintendent of the Railey Hill 

Pits.  In 1810, Martin Railey of Albemarle appointed John Railey to 

transact coal pit business in Chesterfield County.  In 1830, the pits were 

acquired by the Midlothian Coal Mining Company and by 1847, these 

mines formed the largest coal mining company in Virginia.  The house 

was built in two parts, with the second part of the ―ell‖ being 

constructed most likely right before the Civil War.  The house featured 

several distinctive architectural details.  The main floor doors are 

unusually large with heavy Italianate casings.  The Federal mantel 

survived until very recent vandalism in one of the parlors, and at one 

time a six-foot high mirror with molded and gilt frame hung over the 

mantel.  This mirror was believed to have been installed when the house 

was built. 

 

Mining was a difficult life in the 19th century, as it remains today.  Many 

mine tragedies were documented in the Midlothian area and some 

graves of miners can be found in the Mount Pisgah cemetery.  Railey 

Hill House was an intimate observer to Civil War action, as well, as it 

became ―home‖ to a contingent of 100 Federal troops in 1865, following 

the fall of Richmond.  General Philip H. Sheridan dispatched a 

contingent of troops to that location for the purpose of guarding the 

mines.  The troops camped in the yard for a month or more and Lt. 

Charles F. Branch, as officer in charge, stayed in the house itself.  Local 

legend has it that Lt. Branch made his presence known to occupants of 

the house well into the 20th century. 

 

A native of Vermont, Branch enlisted at the age of 16.  He served 

bravely and well and recorded in his diary that his Regiment entered 

Richmond on April 3, 1865 on a ―beautiful day‖ and ―without 

opposition.‖  He writes in his diary of visits to the theater and reviews of 

troops featuring parades with bands and battle flags.  Branch‘s company 

was posted in Manchester until they arrived at Midlothian on April 15.  

Lt. Branch made the most of the time he was posted in Midlothian and 

recorded that he was enjoying his life to an ―unlimited extent.‖  Several 

of the higher ranking mine officers were not native born to America and 

it seems that fact 

perhaps led them to 

feel less strongly about 

the presence of Yankee 

troops in Midlothian 

than native residents 

would likely have felt.  

Branch socialized with 

several prominent 

families while in 

residence at Railey 

Hill, and made a 

special friend of Miss 

Bettie Jewett, although 

he had left a special 

girlfriend at home in 

Vermont, with whom 

he corresponded 

regularly!  In July of 

that year, Branch and 

his battalion left for 

Norfolk, apparently 

never to see Miss Jewett again.  He didn‘t marry his Vermont girlfriend, 

either, but ended up being married three times and having a son and 

three daughters.  Branch died in Vermont, but he left a treasure behind 

with the etching in the parlor window:  ―Charles F. Branch, Lt. US 

Army, address Orwell, Vermont, April, 1865‖ 

 

Through the years, stories of ghosts have surrounded Railey Hill House, 

as many other old historic homes in Chesterfield.  Some think that Lt. 

Branch had such an enjoyable stay while quartered there that he returned 

after his death, while others believe the ghost is the young son of an early 

supervisor of the mines.  The house is vacant now, and the casual observer 

wouldn‘t guess there was so much history attached to the modest home 

surrounded by commercial properties.  But there are those who still love the 

house and have worked hard to see it preserved.   Thankfully, they have 

succeeded.  
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Providence Methodist Church Completes History 
I was talking to Shirley Hudson at the Christmas Open House and she 

mentioned to me that her church had just completed writing its history.  

A copy is in our library.  Churches have a long and important history in 

our county so it is very worthwhile to have a written history for your 

church.  Come by our library and read one of the many that are in our 

collection. 

 

Veterans’ Exhibit at Museum 
The museum exhibited items from Chesterfield veterans from the 20th 

century as part of a new exhibit that opened in November and ran 

through December.  The exhibit featured the newest addition to our 

museum collection, the flight jacket used by Irving H. Davis, Sr. who 

flew over 50 missions during World War II.  The highlight of the 

opening of the exhibit was the meeting between Staff Sergeant Davis 

and Air Force Brigadier General Andrew E. Busch, Commander of the 

Defense General Supply Center.  General Busch asked Sgt. Davis if he 

liked flying.  Sgt. Davis responded that he has not flown since the war.   

 

Part of the exhibit was a poster of all of the 1600 plus Chesterfield 

veterans from 1900 through 2007.  I‘d like to thank George ―Buddy‖ 

Cranford, George Reynolds, Diane Dallmeyer, Bryan Truzzie, Pat 

Roble, and Holly Rush for putting on this exhibit. 
 

Soldiers’ Cottage For Sale 
One of the cottages from the Old Soldiers Home once located in 

Richmond at the site of the current Fine Arts Museum is now for sale.  

The R. E. Camp Lee, No. 1 was opened in 1885 to aid Confederate 

veterans. It closed in 1941 upon the death of the last resident.  In 1936,  

one of the cottages was moved piece by piece to the British Farm Camp 

subdivision of Chesterfield County on 2715 Broad Rock Blvd.  This is 

just two blocks west of Warwick Rd.   Because of annexation, the 

cottage is again in Richmond.  And it is for sale.  I recently drove by and 

took a photo of the cottage.  There are no reports of any plans to save 

this cottage.    

 

Beach Station Historical Designation  
John and Kimberly Hughes are in the process of getting historical 

designation for their properties at 11410 and 11400 Beach Road.   Their 

applications for County Landmark Status were approved at a joint 

meeting of the Planning Commission and the Historic Preservation 

Board on December 18th.  The Board of Supervisors still needs to 

approve the applications to complete the process.  It was also reported at 

the December 18th meeting that their applications for the same properties 

for the National Register of Historic Places was successful.  The 

properties made up the rural railroad ―village‖ of Beach, containing a 

post office, railroad depot, and general store along with two dwellings – 

the George Perdue House and the adjacent Perdue-Mitchell House.  The 

village was on the Bright Hope railroad line and later on the Tidewater 

& Western railroad line at a stop named ―Beach‖. These properties make 

up probably the last intact rural railroad stop still remaining in 

Chesterfield.   The owners are rehabilitating the property and plan on 

operating a special events business.  The buildings are visible from the 

road, so take a look next time you are on Beach Road.  The properties 

are on the north side between Bundle Road and Spring Run Road. 

 

As part of the meeting the public was invited to speak.  I spoke in favor 

of the application and one of our members, Bill Hastings, did so as well.  

There were numerous members of the Society in the audience.   

 
Oral History Project 

The Society is restarting its Oral History Project.  The first step is to 

transcribe oral histories that were videotaped about 10 years ago.  It is a 

critical part of preserving and using the oral histories.  Volunteers who 

transcribe will learn a lot about Chesterfield history, and will help make 

that knowledge available to everyone.  Here‘s how the project will work.  

Pick your video oral history from the list below.  We‘ll send you a DVD 

or video. Watch it and listen closely.  Write down what is said into a 

Word computer file.  Don‘t worry if you can‘t make out all the words, or 

can‘t spell all the names.  When you are done, e-mail your Word 

document to Angie Wilderman at agwilderman@comcast.net.  She will work 

with you to edit the oral history until it is complete and correct. You will need 

your own computer with Word and a DVD or VHS video tape player.  If 

you don‘t have them, you can do your work at Castlewood.   If you are 

interested, call or e-mail the Society.  

 

The History of the Museum Committee (subjects interviewed:  Ed 

Moseley, Irby Brown, and Zane Davis)/ May 24, 1996 

Remembering Good Times at Historic Bethel Baptist Church (subjects 

interviewed:  Bettie Weaver and Dorothy Hudson)/ September 4, 1996 

A Talk with Mrs. Earle Goode/ March 5, 1998 

 

 

 

 
Membership Report 

4
th

 Quarter, 2007 

 
The current membership stands at 504 members.  During the 

4th quarter we welcomed the following new members:  Mr. 

Bruce Cavey, Ms. Gwendolyn Davis, Mr. & Mrs. Alvin 

Gerhardt (Sally), Ms. Cornelia Goode, Ms. Sarah Gregory, 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rollston (Patricia), Ms. Wendy Seger, 

Mr. Bryan Truzzie, and Ms. Catherine S. Wells.  2007 has 

seen a gain of 77 new members to CHS. 

 

During the 4th quarter 2 volunteers gave 14 ½ hours of time 

to the Membership Committee. 

 

Members will soon receive their dues renewal notice in the 

mail.  If you have already remitted your dues for 2008 you 

may disregard this form.  If you have questions about your 

membership status you are very welcome to contact us at 

777-9663. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachel Lipowicz 
 
**Remember that your membership gains you free 

admission to the Lecture Series.  We are already taking 

reservations for this popular series and would love to put 

your name on our reservation list! 

../../../../Local%20Settings/Temp/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/RSJA01FZ/agwilderman@comcast.net
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Tilling the Soil:  African Americans Who Made 

Contributions in Chesterfield 
Lauranett L. Lee, Ph.D. 

 
This essay was adapted by Dr. Lee from a talk given in 

January 2005 at the Quarterly meeting 

of the Chesterfield Historical Society 

of Virginia.  Dr. Lauranett Lee (photo), 

a native of Chesterfield County, is 

Curator of African American History at 

the Virginia Historical Society in 

Richmond.  Her recent exhibit topics at 

the Virginia Historical Society include 

the Civil Rights Movement in Virginia, 

focusing on enslaved people at 

Virginia's presidential plantations, and 

the role of black soldiers during World 

War II.  She has also served as a 

commentator and/or consultant for radio, television, and 

community-based projects on black history.  Dr. Lee received an 

M.A. in History from Virginia State University, and a Ph.D. in 

American History at the University of Virginia.   She has a 

forthcoming book entitled Making the American Dream Work:  

African American History in Hopewell, Virginia.  Dr. Lee is also 

the curator of the upcoming exhibition at the Virginia Historical 

Society: Sites and Stories: African American History in Virginia 

from February 2, 2008 until July 27, 2008.  This exhibition tells 

stories about people and events related to African-American 

historical sites listed in the Department of Historic Resource's 

Guidebook to Virginia's Historical Markers (2007). Photographs 

and objects will illustrate more than twenty stories from across the 

commonwealth. The exhibit, slated to open during Black History 

Month, hopes to encourage visitors to travel to the physical sites of 

the historical markers, such as Farmville, Brunswick County, 

Albemarle, Dutch Gap, and Norfolk. - editor 

     

 

I have learned that the adage about home is true …we don‘t fully 

appreciate home until we go away and come back.  As a native of 

Chesterfield County and having lived in Chicago and Atlanta, I am 

particularly grateful to be home again.  I appreciate the opportunity to 

provide an historical overview of African Americans in Chesterfield 

County and thank the members of the Chesterfield Historical Society of 

Virginia and especially Angie Wilderman who contacted me. Preparing 

for this talk enabled me to learn a part of history that is very close to my 

heart.  ―Tilling the soil ‖ gives me an opportunity to uncover (or turn 

over) some of the sources which have helped me learn more about 

Americans of African descent who have enriched the communities of 

Chesterfield and beyond.  Hopefully, others will continue the process of 

tilling the soil and producing a fruitful harvest that more fully reflects 

Chesterfield‘s rich history.   Prior to the formation of Chesterfield 

County in 1749, people of African descent lived here.    

 

The Guide to African American Manuscripts in the Collection of the  

Virginia Historical  Society (2002) includes the papers of  the Eppes 

family.  Some of the first blacks in Chesterfield were noted as property 

of Francis Eppes and labored on his plantation in 1635.   By 1790 when 

the first census was taken, the Eppes owned 124 enslaved people who 

labored on his three plantations, one of them in Chesterfield County.  

Most of the enslaved people worked in the fields; others were skilled in 

various trades and crafts and some worked within the domestic spaces.  

Census records tell us that out of a population of 14,514 there were 7787 

enslaved people and 369 free blacks in the county of Chesterfield.  Their 

presence and labor added to the county‘s increase.   The majority of 

white families in Chesterfield had no enslaved work force.  Free blacks 

as well as enslaved people lived together.   In 1814 Sterling, who 

worked as a carpenter, and referred to as ―a man of Color‖ bought his 

freedom for $550.  With his earnings he supported his family of a wife 

and nine children.  Samuel Smith, a free black, was also a slaveowner.  

He bequeathed his wife and five children to his daughter-in-law for the 

rest of her life thereafter to be freed.   Archibald Batte, a free black, 

owned a business in Bermuda Hundred up to 1830.  In addition he 

owned six enslaved people as well as real estate valued at $1250.  Upon 

his death in 1829 James Bray, a white slave owner, freed twenty-five of 

his enslaved work force.  At that time upon emancipation adult Negroes 

were permitted to stay in the commonwealth for twelve months after 

which time they were forced to leave.  The trustee of the will, Armistead 

Bruce, petitioned for permission to dispose of Bray‘s real estate in order 

to provide funds to relocate the emancipate the Bray‘s formerly enslaved 

workers.   

 

Frances Earle Lutz‘s history of Chesterfield (1954) refers to the 

coalmines of Midlothian, where both the enslaved and free blacks 

labored.  In addition to the Midlothian coalmines, the Beaver and 

Raccoon pits of the Clover Hill Coal Company benefited from the labor 

of Alfred, Charles, and Stephen, all enslaved.  The Virginia Historical 

Society has the original life insurance policies, dated January 19, 1864, 

that were issued on their lives.   

 

The oldest black church in Chesterfield, First African Baptist Church of 

Coalfield, was formed on February 8, 1846.  After a fire in 1877, the 

congregation purchased land and built a new church renamed 

Midlothian First Baptist.  It birthed six Baptist congregations, all still 

active.   

 

Primary sources at the Library of Virginia provide information about 

elected officials.  On December 3, 1867, a constitutional convention was 

held in Virginia.  Some referred to the convention as the ―black and tan‖ 

or ―bones and banjo‖ convention.  Chesterfield (and Powhatan) had as 

their delegates Samuel F. Maddox, of Bermuda Hundred, Charles H. 

Potter and James B. Carter.  The latter was born enslaved; by 1868 he 

owned real estate property in the Manchester district assessed at 

$425.00, no small feat during the immediate aftermath of the Civil War.  

Ballard Trent Edwards, born a free man in 1829 in the Manchester areas 

served as a member of the Virginia House of Delegates for eight yeas.  

He represented the counties of Chesterfield, Powhatan and the town of 

Manchester.   A skilled brickmason, carpenter, and contractor, Edwards 

was highly valued and respected.  He was assigned to the committee on 

Manufactures and Mechanic Arts in the General Assembly.  When the 

gallery of the House of Delegates collapsed, Edwards persuaded the 

legislators to renovate the building.  He also advocated doing away with 

the tolls 

Manchester 

residents were 

subjected to on the 

Mayo Bridge.  In 

addition, he and his 

wife operated a 

private night school 

in the Manchester 

area, teaching 

people to read, 

write and learn 

bricklaying or 

carpentry skills.   

 

Mimms Funeral 

Home, established 

in 1925 by Edward 

F. Mimms, Sr., was 

originally located in 

Midlothian.  After 

moving three times, the business finally settled on Hull Street where it 

thrived.  Initially, Mimms operated a mechanics shop in Midlothian.  

After training in mortuary science in New York, he returned home and 
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opened the funeral home.    As the son of attorney Cornelius Mimms 

who practiced law on Hull Street, Edward Mimms and his descendants 

have always aimed to treat everyone with understanding and 

professional dignity.   

 

Between 1921 and 1957 Robert F. Jones (photo) worked as 

Chesterfield‘s extension agent for ‗colored farmers.‘  Led by extension 

agent, R. F. Jones as he was known in the black community, the 

Chesterfield County Colored Farmers became an active organization 

focused on learning the latest farming techniques.  During that era, 

blacks and whites did not attend the county fair during the same week or 

enter any of the contests together.  I was very fortunate to find a 

document in the special collections of Virginia State University that 

listed the names of several of my relatives as officeholders of the 

Chesterfield County Colored Farmers.  My great grandfather, John 

Branch, was president and my maternal grandfather William Harris was 

a vice president.  My Uncle Kermit Branch was the treasurer.   

 

My grandfather Harris won several prizes for the chickens he raised and 

the corn he grew.  My great grandfather, ―Papa‖ John Branch, owned 

Branch Trucking Company in the 1930s.  Because school buses were 

not available for the black children he bought a bus, charged parents a 

nominal fee and transported their children to school; he also owned a 

fleet of trucks and rented them.  In addition, he owned farm equipment 

that he made available for loan to his neighbors.   From 1920 until 1945, 

Martin Whitlow served the Chester Post Office as a full time carrier. In 

addition he augmented his salary by plowing gardens for residents. His 

son, Buster Whitlow drove a Model T to carry mail to and from the rail 

station.  For 26 ½ years Mrs. Bertha Britton (photo) worked in the health 

department of Chesterfield County.  She was one of four public health 

nurses in the newly created county health department and the first black 

public heath nurse in the county.  She conducted a variety of classes in 

an effort to educate the public about well-being and safety. 

 

As a retired Lieutenant Colonel and recipient of the Legion of Honor, 

Colonel Jesse J. Mayes, continued to give of himself.  From 1943 until 

1947 he was assigned to the all-black 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion 

in World War II.   ―The 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion carved a path 

of firsts for Black Americans:  first to don parachutes, first to combat 

Japanese incendiary bombs from the air, first all-black battalion to 

become an integral part of an U.S. combat division, months before 

President Truman officially directed the integration of the Armed 

Forces; and in many ways was first in the heart of airborne infantry men 

everywhere who have come to appreciate the Herculean 

accomplishments of the ―triple Nickels‖, Colin Power cited.   Mayes, 

located in the Matoaca district, was the first black member elected to the 

Board of Supervisors in Chesterfield County since the late 1880s and 

early 1900s.  Colonel Mayes noted that his election ―extends the 

possibility of full communication with county government to every 

community within Chesterfield County.‖    

 

During World War II, the late Geneva Burford Ross volunteered in the 

WACs from 1943-45.  She was one of ten children in her family and one 

of three who served in WWII.  Her brothers James and Floyd Burford 

served in the Navy and Army, respectively.  She attended Hickory Hill, 

the only school for African Americans in Chesterfield at that time.  She 

had to leave school to care for her siblings.  Joining the WACs enabled 

her to contribute to her family‘s financial well-being.  Thirty years later 

she received her GED.  While in the service she trained as a medic and 

learned to drive a jeep.  After her honorable discharge in 1945 she 

returned to civilian life and married Walter Ross of Midlothian, 

Virginia, where they established the only dry cleaning business in the 

area.   The Ross and Burford families are long-time members of First 

Baptist Midlothian Church. 

 

Midlothian First Baptist became the site of the first HeadStart program 

in Chesterfield in the 1960s.  Educator Marguerite Friend Christian 

secured funds for the program.  She also served in the public school 

system for more than 40 years, teaching at Hickory Hill School until 

1948 at which time she was appointed supervisor of elementary 

education, a position which she held until her retirement in 1976.  

Chesterfield County officials paid tribute to this educator when 

Marguerite Christian Elementary School was dedicated in 1996.   

Another school in Chesterfield was Union Grove School.  Prior to paid 

custodial staffs students maintained the school buildings themselves.  At 

Union Grove School, like other schools in the area, the students washed 

windows, painted, swept, and performed a variety of tasks prior to the 

school‘s opening each year.  Students also participated in community 

service projects such as sewing container covers for McGuire Hospital.  

Hickory Hill High School held its last commencement exercise in 1948.  

That same year Carver High School opened from the combined student 

populations of D. Webster Davis High School and Hickory Hill High 

School.   

 

The school system operated under the ‗separate but equal‘ mandate of 

the times; however, conditions were not equal between schools for white 

children and schools for black children.  After attempting to work with 

the school board, NAACP lawyers counseled black parents who initiated 

a lawsuit, Sheila Jane McLeod v. County School Board of Chesterfield, 

on February 28, 1962.  The superintendent, the county school board, and 

the state pupil placement board, which had been designed to circumvent 

integration, were all named in the suit.  By November 1962 two students 

were the first to integrate schools in Chesterfield.  Reuben Pierce was 

admitted to the seventh grade and James Brewer was admitted to the 

second grade at Ettrick Elementary School.    

 

Clarence Lee, Sr., a Korean War veteran, became the first black 

electrical contractor in Chesterfield in 1965.  After serving in the Korean 

War he returned home and received training at Virginia State College in 

the electrical trade.  Because of segregation practices he could not 

receive on-the-job training in the area so he traveled to Newport News 

and received training at Pat‘s Electric Company.  He was licensed in 

1964 receiving a score of 97 on the test.  He became a business owner in 

1965 and Midlothian Electric Company was the first black-owned 

electrical contracting business in Chesterfield.  In the 1980s Lee worked 

on the sixth street office building at 6th and Main – now where Verizon 

is located-supervising a crew of fifty in the installation of the electrical 

system.  In addition he installed the system at the James Center and the 

Hess Store at Willow Lawn in Richmond.  At his alma mater, Virginia 

State University, he rewired the historic Memorial Hospital and Colson 

Hall.     

 

The late Daniel A. Patrom claimed many firsts.  He was the first black 

person to enter Pocahontas State Park after desegregation in 1966. He 
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was the first black to run for supervisor seat in 1952 and became an 

honorary bailiff in 1958.  He was also the first black appointed as a jury 

commissioner.  As a real estate developer he built all the homes in 

Patromdale, a subdivision in the Centralia area.  He also worked in the 

pharmacy department at McGuire Hospital. Working with compounds 

he learned how to make hair products for black women which he sold 

from his car.  In addition he raised money for all the safety patrol 

personnel to have raincoats and pushed to make sure the schoolchildren 

had new books at Hickory Hill and Carver schools.   

 

Although the late Isaac Cooley only achieved a sixth grade education he 

was an ―astute mathematician‖ and entrepreneur.  By trade he was a 

bricklayer.  Not only did he teach young men to lay bricks, he also 

helped them develop carpentry skills.  In addition he employed some of 

his trainees to assist him in the construction of homes on Dupuy Road in 

Ettrick.  He sold and rented homes on Thelma Avenue (named after his 

youngest daughter), Oakland and Roosevelt Avenues and Dupuy Road.  

He built the original Shiloh Baptist church where he served as a deacon 

and trustee.   In addition, he owned and operated two stores serving the 

community for three decades.   

 

On Thanksgiving Day, November 27, 2004, 97 year-old Mrs. Louise 

Hill Barnes passed away.  Her ultimate goal was to teach each of her 

students to prepare a complete Thanksgiving dinner with ―all the 

trimmings.‖  ―Barnes,‖ as she was affectionately called by her 

colleagues, retired after teaching 43 years in the Chesterfield County 

Public schools. Her first teaching job was at Hickory Hill High School 

in the area of home economics.  From there she moved to Carver High 

School and established the first Future Homemakers of America (FHA) 

Club for girls at the school.  Meanwhile she continued her studies and 

earned a Master of Science degree at Virginia State University. Finally, 

she taught science and home economics at Thomas Dale High School 

where she continued to educate students to become better homemakers.  

She and her husband, Willie Barnes, adopted her nephew after the tragic 

death of her sister, Elizabeth Hill Nicholas, Clarence L. Nicholas, III, 

Ed.S later became a school administrator for Hopewell City Public 

Schools. 

 

During the Jim Crow era, segregated facilities existed.  The Motel 

Chesterfield, located on Route 1, served black tourists.   Another motel, 

Colebrook, was owned by William Earl Brooks and his wife, Audrey 

Woods Brooks.  Located on Rt. 1 and 301, the motel welcomed black 

patrons who were not welcomed elsewhere as they traveled the 

highways and byways throughout the South. These motels became part 

of the growing tourist industry that encouraged travel by automobile.     

 

On December 17, 2002, the Chesterfield Board adopted a resolution 

dedicating Mimms Drive and Mimms Loop as roadways in Chesterfield 

County government complex.  Named for Cornelius Mimms, who 

served as a supervisor of roads and as supervisor of the poor during the 

early 1930s, these roads are but one indication of the effort to remember 

the contributions of those who came before us.   

 

In February 2005 President Bush said, ―We need to learn more about the 

men and women whose determination and persistent eloquence forced 

Americans of all races to examine our hearts, revise our Constitution and 

laws and make America into the nation it was always supposed to be.‖  This 

essay is an attempt to remember those determined and persistent men and 

women who enriched the county of Chesterfield.  
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Bertha Britton photo is used with permission of the Archives and 

Special Collections, Tompkins-McCaw Library Medical College of 

VA/VCU. 

 

 
 

The Full Plate 
 

The Full Plate cookbooks are still for sale at Castlewood and the gift 

shop for $20.  The Full Plate is a joint effort of the Society and Friends 

of the Library.
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